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Tbb  idea  of  illustrating  sceoes  of  that  period  of  the  hiatorj  of 
Egypt  in  vhich  the  Israelites  irere  held  in  bopdoge  bj  her 
kings,  and  presenting  it  from  a  point  of  view  outside  of  the 
Uo«aic  Darrative,  yet  strictly  barmoniziDg  therewith,  occurred  to 
the  writer  some  years  ago. 

In  view  of  bis  object,  he  has  carefully  Btudiod  tlie  biHtory  and 
chronology  of  Egypt,  and  endeavored  to  Inform  bis  mind  upon 
the  manoers,  customs,  laws,  religion,  and  [lollty  of  tb')  ancient 
Egyptians,  so  far  as  to  aid  him  in  an  iutelligeut  and  practical 
ext-cutiou  of  his  work. 

The  difficulties  which  the  question  of  dynasty,  and  of  imli- 
ndual  reigns  have  presented,  will  be  understood  by  the  Kgyp- 
tian  student.  Whatsoever  chronology  or  theory  tlie  author 
might  finally  decide  upon,  ho  saw  would  bo  open  to  the  objec- 
tioQs  of  adherents  to  the  opposite  school. 

After  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject  of  the  dynasties. 
the  author  has  followed,  chiefly,  the  chronology  and  theory  of 
S'olan  and  Seyffarth,  whose  opinions  are  eustaiued  by  the  ablest 
•cholara. 

But  this  work  is  by  no  means  a  "  Book  on  Egypt."  It  pro- 
fesses to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  Egyptian  antiquities, 
mythology,  chronology,  and  bidtory,  than  these  naturally  assem- 
ble about  hi4  subji^t.  which  is,  mainly,  "  The  Bondage  aiid  De- 
lirerance  of  the  Children  of  Israel  from  the  Land  of  Egypt." 

Tbe  plan  upon  which  the  author  has  coostrncted  his  work  is 
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nmilu  to  that  of  "  The  Princs  of  &«  Hotue  of  Darid ;"  m. 
by  preaanting  dte  BceDei  and  eniits  he  would  describe,  thran^ 
u  eeries  of  letten,  alleged  to  be  writtAo  by  one  who  ii  mppoaed 
to  witnew  with  his  own  eyea  what  he  ia  made  to  plaoe  befofe 
those  of  the  reader. 

Ab  in  **  The  Prince  of  the  House  of  David,"  a  joung  Jewbb 
mniden  is  sappoeed  to  witness  many  of  the  moct  remarkablo 
iKcnes  in  the  human  life  of  the  Lord  Jeans,  and  to  write  of  tbein 
to  her  father  in  Egypt,  so  in  the  present  work  a  yonng  prince  of 
Phsnicia  is  mode  the  medium  of  commnnication  between  the 
author  and  his  reader. 

Tliis  prince,  Sibobtbib,  the  son  of  the  king  and  queen  of 
Phcenicia,  upon  reaching  the  age  of  eight-and-twen^,  prepares 
to  go  into  ^ypt,  for  the  purpose  of  atudying  the  laws  and  art^ 
religion  and  government  of  that  country,  which,  at  thb  period) 
was  the  most  powerful  kingdom  of  the  earth.  Mistrew  of  wi^ 
dom,  learning,  and  letters,  she  drew  to  her  brilliant  court  yoatha, 
nobles,  philosopbcra,  and  travellers  of  all  lands;  aa  in  Utor  ee^ 
luriea,  even  in  licr  decadence,  Greece  sent  her  acholan  then  to 
be  pcrfuutc'l  in  tlic  sciences  and  ptiilonophies  of  her  academiea. 

Young  ScBostris  lakes  leave  of  h'm  mother,  now  a  wjdowad 
<]ueen,  and  embarks  in  the  roval  galley  at  the  marble  pier  ol  the 
palace  of  the  Isle  of  Trre.  He  benrs  letters  to  Amenae,  tb* 
queen  of  Egypt,  commcndlnfr  him  to  her  courtesy. 

Between  Egypt  and  Phtrnicia  eiiatcd  bonds,  not  only  of 
friendly  alliance,  but  of  rclationnhip.  But  few  centuries  bad 
passed  since  a  king  of  Phcenicia,  at  the  head  of  a  vast  army  ol 
Syrians,  invaded  ^ypt,  and  taking  Memphis,  set  up  a  foisign 
throne  in  the  valley  of  the  Ni'e. 

Under  this  dynasty  of  conqueron,  Joseph  ruled  in  Elgypt,  and 
Jacob  dwelt ;  for,  being  Syrians,  these  new  Pharaohs  regarded 
with  partiality  the  descendants  of  Abraham,  whc  was  also  "  a 
Syrian." 

Bat  after  the  death  of  Joseph,  not  mnny  yean  ejtpsod  ere  tbo 
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IMu  king!  of  Upper  Egypt  invBded  tho  Memphidc  realiD  of 
Ibt  Hile,  utd,  OTertnniiiig  the  pover  of  thii  foreign  dynuty, 
tmHj  to  the  aoiu  of  Israel,  re-establiahed  the  n&tive  Egyptian 
MURhy,  **  which  knew  not  Joseph,"  nor  recognized  the 
dtraadants  of  Abraham  dwelling  in  the  land.  On  the  contrary 
imiaaf  nfoa  them  as  of  umiUr  lineage  with  the  expelled  Syrian 
itii^Tiaii  ioTaden,  as  they  were  equally  called,  the  new  mon- 
tiA  and  oonqneror,  Anoais,  at  once  placed  them  in  mbjection, 
ml  oppnnad  them  with  a  bitter  bondage. 

lUi  new  Egyptian  monarchy,  nnder  Fharaoh-Amoaia,  came 
into  power  again,  >ome  yean  after  tlie  death  of  Joseph,  dnring 
wbkb  period  the  children  of  Iirael  had  increased  to  a  great 
jMopla.  For  the  ipace  of  seventy  yean  their  oppression  was 
continued  by  aaccessive  kings,  until,  under  AmenopLis  I.  (the 
fstfaer  of  Amense,  "  Pharaoh's  daughter  "),  the  alarming  increase 
of  the  numbers  of  the  Hebrews,  led  this  monarch  to  take  harsher 
measures  with  them,  "for  the  more  they  afflicted  them,  the 
more  tbpy  multiplied  and  grew."'  Fearing  for  the  stability  of 
bis  kingdom,  if  they  should  rise  npon  their  taskmasters,  and 
remembering  the  Syrian  shepherd-kings,  who  had  so  lately  ruled 
Egypt,  he  issued  the  command  for  the  destruction  of  all  their 
male  children,  aa  soon  as  bom  I 

At  the  time  of  the  promnlgation  of  this  sangninaiy  edict, 
Amenae  waa  a  yonng  princess,  to  whose  feet  the  little  ark,  cod- 
lajning  the  in&ot  Moses,  Ood-directcd,  came. 

^e  theory  of  Egyptian  chronology  which  we  have  decided 
to  follow,  represents  this  princess  as  the  Qnecn  of  E^ypt,  at  the 
time  when  we  present  the  Prince  Scsostris  of  Tyre  to  the  reader 
Under  bcr  wise  rule,  ^ypt  had  attained  the  culmination  of  its 
l^ry  and  power.  Her  lather,  having  died,  after  reigning 
twen^-two  years,  she  began  her  brilliant  reign  when  Moses  was 
twelve  yean  of  age — B.  C  about  1560.    She  had  been  upoo 
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the  tliTone  tweaty-ooe  Jttn,  when  the  Prince  Seaostrii  prepam 
to  visit  her  coDit. 

We  will  not  longer  delay  preaeoUng  the  reader  to  the  Iietten 
of  Prince  Seaoatria,  trnstlng  that  this  feeble  attempt  to  illnalnta 
one  of  the  most  intcrcRting  perioda  of  human  hiatorr,  aa  it  m^ht 
have  appeared  to  a  atrangcr  in  Egypt,  may  lead  to  a  etndy  of 
the  Old  Teatament  by  many  who  are  unfamiliar  with  ita  pagea; 
and  also  ahow  how,  in  hia  dealinga  with  Pharaoh,  God  wielded 
not  merely  an  arbitrary  power,  but  that,  in  all  the  **  mighty 
worka"  He  did,  lie  was  striking  at  Egypt'a  ffodt,  and  aaaerting 
His  own  Divinity,  aa  the  Only  living  and  True  God,  <*  bendea 
Whom  there  ia  none  elae." 

Ttal  AOTHOfc 

Hour  Sranai,  U 


Nnrt:  — Tlie  Ffryptian  nehnlar.  the  crittc,  mil  the  Biblical  «tadeBt 
iTC  n'fi>rTe<t  tii  the  "  roni'tuilinj  Kitny  by  rhe  Author,"  in  the  Ap- 
fiendU,  at  the  close  of  the  volume. 
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Pbinok   Sesostbis 

To    HIB    ROTAL   MoTHER,    EpIPHIA, 

QUEKN    OF   PhOSKIOIA. 

At  length,  my  dear  mother,  I  have  reached  the 
"  Land  ot  the  Seven  Rivers,"  and  do  now  write  to  you 
from  her  gorgeous  capital,  On,  Tlie  City  of  the  Sun. 

How  shall  I  describe  to  you  the  grand  and  solemn 
magnificence  of  this  city  of  divine  temples,  and  con- 
vey to  you  a  just  idea  of  its  palaces  that  seem  rather 
lo  have  been  erected  for  the  abodes  of  gods  than  of 
men  1 

"Wlieresoever  I  turn  my  eyes,  I  realize  that  I  am  in 
mighty  Egypt ;  for  everywhere  I  behold  grandeur  and 
glory,  excellency  and  perfection.  Every  object  illus- 
trates the  power,  munificence,  and  taste  of  the  imperial 
princess  who  now  sits  on  the  throne  of  the  Pharaohs, 
and  the  splendor  of  whose  reign  has  raised  Egypt  above 
the  mightiest  empires  of  the  earth. 

And  all  that  I  behold  recalls  the  ancient  glory,  my 
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dear  mother,  of  our  own  land,  the  once  princely  Vtli 
tina  and  Phoenicia, — twin  kingdoms  which  of  oid  gai 
conquerors,  and  rulers,  and  laws  to  Egypt,  under 
short  but  brilliant  dynasty  of  her  Shepherd  Kjings !  Bu  -> 
tliough  fading  with  age,  Phcenicia  still  lives  in  tk.^ 
beauty,  pride,  and  power  of  her  daughter  Egypt. 

I  will  not  lament  over  the  waning  glory  of  my  ow^ 
dear  land,  my  royal  mother,  while  1  can  see  it  reviveC^ 
here  with   increased   magnificence.     Phoenicia   is  ncr^ 
dead  while  Egypt  lives.     Every  ruin  in  my  own  king--' 
dom  is  restored  with  augmented  beauty  and  splendor  oi^ 
the  green  plains  of  this  land  of  the  shining  River,  whoee* 
fountain-head  is  underneath  the  throne  of  Thotli,  far  in 
the  southern  sky. 

How  shall  I  describe  what  I  behold?  Every  new 
object  enchants  me,  and  moves  my  soul  with  a  freth 
pleasure.  I  am  intoxicated,  not  with  wine,  but  with 
the  splendor  of  art  and  scenes  of  beauty,  and  with  man- 
ifestations  of  human  glory  and  power  hitherto  incon- 
ceivable. I  have  heard  my  royal  father  describe  the 
glory  of  Salem  in  Palestine,  under  the  princes  of  the 
dynasty  of  Melcliisedec,  with  its  gorgeous  temples  to 
the  Sun,  and  its  palaces  of  marble,  its  hanging  gardens, 
and  noble  terraces  overlooking  its  ttower-enamelled 
valleys;  but  the  cities  of  Egypt  surpass  this  Syriac 
magnificence. 

In  coming  hither,  across  the  Levantine  seas,  from 
Byria,  I  seem  to  have  crossed  to  the  shores  of  tliat  mys 
tic  world  where  dwell  the  sacred  divinities,  rather  than 
only  to  another  hind  of  tlie  plane  of  the  earth;  for 
Egy[>t,  coni]»ared  with  the  kuigdom  of  Phcenicia  seomi 
truly  the  laud  of  thn  blessed.     What  far-lamed  war 


I8EAKL  IN  BONDAO&  27 

iotib!  what  stately  priests,  clothed  with  power  from  the 

gods!   what  superb  priuces!    what  a  majestic  queen  I 

what  grace  and  dignity  in  the  virgins  of  the  Sun  1  what 

ft  stupendous  system  of  worship  1  what  mighty  mausole- 

tuns,  both  tomb  and  temple,  rising  like  mountains  hewn 

into  solid   triangles    everywhere   over   the  illimitable 

plain !    What  a  land  of  verdure  and  of  flowers  1 — land 

of  gardens  and  palaces,  obelisks  and  fountains,  fanes 

i^d  altars,  sphinxes  and  gigantic  statues ! — land,  com« 

prising  all  that  can  delight  the  heart  or  take  captive  the 

Knsel 

I  ask  myself— Am  I,  indeed,  in  Egypt,  the  "Land 
Bhadowing  ^vi^h  wings,"  as  those  proud  Pharaohs, 
Tliotliineses  I.  and  IL,  termed  it,  upon  their  winged 
globe-carved  fihields  ? — am  I  in  Egypt,  the  glory  of  the 
earth,  the  kingdom  above  all  kingdoms,  whose  queen  is 
above  all  the  monarchs  that  reign,  and  before  the  eleva- 
tion of  whose  golden  scei)tre  all  sceptres  fall  ? 

I  Lave  not  yet,  my  dearest  mother,  seen,  save  at  a 
^^*auce,  as  she  was  ascending  the  steps  of  her  palace, 
^^'8  niin;hty  queen  of  the  ancient  house  of  the  Pharaohs ; 
''Qt  rhe  third  day  hence  I  shall  be  formally  presented  to 
Lo'  ill  the  throne-room,  where  she  receives  the  ambassa- 
d<'rs  and  princes  of  the  nations  who  come  into  Egypt 
eitlier  to  learn  arts  or  arms,  or  to  behold  the  magnifi- 
cence of  her  empire,  or  to  study  the  religion,  laws,  and 
government  of  a  nation,  the  fame  of  which  has  filled 
^e  earth. 

tpon  my  arrival  with  my  galleys  off  the  mouths  of 
^eNile,  1  f<»rwarded  to  her,  by  a  private  messenger  in 
^J  gilded  barge,  the  letters  written  by  your  loving 
lumd  and  sealed  with  the  regal  signet  of  your  kingdom, 
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comnieuding  me  to  her  personal  favor  and  rojal 
fideration. 

Although  I  have  not  jet  been  presented  to  the  c 
I  have  seen,  and  must  describe  to  joa,  the  royal  » 
Queen  Amense — tliis  proud  daughter  of  the  Pharac 
Prince  Remeses.  Never  did  the  gods  set  their 
apon  a  nobler  and  truer  prince.  Every  moveme] 
bis  stately  and  graceful  person,  his  rich  voice,  his  su 
height,  his  lordly  eyes,  his  majestic  yet  winning  carr 
all  bespeak  a  youth  bom  to  empire — created  for  do 
ton  over  men. 

He  is  now  in  his  thirty-fourth  year,  and  is  in  the 
gloiy  of  manhood.  He  is  skilled  in  all  the  arts  of 
and  not  less  celebrated  for  his  learning  in  all  the  wif 
of  the  Egyptians.  Sages  and  philosophers  listen  U 
words  when  he  converses,  not  so  much  with  the  d 
ence  that  is  the  homage  due  to  rank,  as  with  the  a 
tion  which  intelligence  lends  to  superior  wisdom. 

He  received  me  witli  kindness  and  embraced  me 
affection,  inquiring  after  the  welfare  of  my  royal  mo 
and  welcoming  me  to  his  country  with  gracious 
courteous  words.  Notwithstanding  there  is  a  differ 
of  six  years  in  our  ages,  I  feel  that  I  shall  be  rega 
by  him  <m  terms  of  equal  friendship,  and  that  to  his  • 
panionship  I  shall  owe  the  happiest  hours  I  may  pa 
the  land  of  Egypt. 

But,  dear  mother,  as  I  promised  to  write  yoi 
account  of  my  voyage  hither,  with  the  adventures 
scenes  thereof  worthy  of  your  notice,  I  will  devote 
remauider  of  my  letter  to  this  subject. 

When  I  took  leave  of  yuu  on  the  marble  steps  of 
•lately  pier  which  extends  along  the  front  of  our  pa 
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and  bad  stepped  open  the  deck  of  my  galley,  I  felt  that 
a  twofold  cord  had  parted  at  my  heart, — one  which 
bound  me  to  thee,  0  mother,  from  whom  I  had  never 
before  been  separated,  and  one  which  tied  me  to  my 
native  land. 

Although  for  the  first  time  in  command  of  a  beautiful 
fleet,  numbering  a  score  and  ten  galleys,  and  about  to  visit 
the  fairest  of  all  realms  under  tlie  sunny  skies  of  Afric, 
yet  the  pang  of  this  twofold  separation  deeply  grieved 
my  souL  It  was  with  tears  glittering  upon  my  eyelids 
that  I  gazed  upon  you,  as  you  waved  your  adieux  and 
called  on  the  god  of  our  race  to  bless  me  I  It  was  with 
a  voice  thick  with  emotion  that  I  gave  orders  to  the  ad- 
niiral  to  spread  the  pur})le  sails  of  my  golden  galley  to 
the  favoring  breezes  which  seemed  to  be  sent  in  answer 
to  your  prayers. 

Long  I  stood  upon  the  lofty  poop  of  my  ship,  gazing 
cowards  tlie  receding  city,  with  its  noble  lines  of  palaces, 
its  crowning  temples,  its  familiar  groves,  and  pleasant 
gardens.  (Even  now  I  am  moved  as  I  recall  the  sweet 
emotions  of  tliat  time.)  As  I  surveyed  the  fleets  of  mer- 
chantmen from  all  lands  gathered  about  her  piers  and 
anchored  in  tlie  haven,  I  felt  my  sorrow  at  parting,  yield- 
ing gradually  to  a  feeling  of  pride  that  I  was  the  ]>rince 
of  the  great  city  to  which  these  argosies  came  bearing 
the  merchants  of  all  the  earth.  Indeed  it  was  a  noble 
and  stirring  sight,  dear  mother,  and  calculated  to  divert 
my  thoughts,  to  see  tliese  ships,  as  my  galley  parsed 
through  tliem,  lower  tlieir  banners,  or  elevate  their  rows 
of  shining  oars  high  in  the  air,  b(.»th  in  homage  and  faro* 
well  to  the  departing  lord  of  the  port.  Tliere  were  ve*- 
for  bringing  the  merchaiidise  of  gold,  and  silver,  and 
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precione  stonce  frrttri  iiiiknnwn  Bean;  galleys  from  Taraui 
mid  thv  ieU-B  ol'tlie  West,  liL-aring  jioarls,  und  coral,  and 
preciuiiit  witods,  and  tliyiiifw-iod  ;  frayly  ileckod  bar>re«, 
that  cam*  fiiio  liticn.  mid  jxiqiK-,  and  cilk,  and  iK-urlt'l 
down  !■>  Kfrvjit  from  Syria;  painlcil  hliijis  t'n'iii  the  Nile, 
thai  rcrcivu  by  caravanB  troin  Ind  and  tlic  Eaat  cinua- 
inon,  ami  ihIodi.  and  inntmeiitm,  and  frankiiicvnK,  and 
ivory,  and  iliuiiiontU;  tliu  low  dark  ^alk-ye  from  Airiv, 
tliat  tiring  Eilii'jpian  slaves;  ami  Iht-  broad  heavier  ves- 
sels t'rtmi  till-  D<'ltu,  lailen  «'ith  wheat  and  line  flour! 
There  were  ahio  the  fining  cral't  I'rom  dlchis  and  tli« 
Xorth,  with  inm,  anil  liriuv.  and  marhle;  and  oakeu 
argosies  from  I'uriher  lirituniiia,  bringing  tin;  tall  ^hi|M 
from  Gnccia  with  h<ir»'S  and  chariotci;  while  from  lliu 
Miulh  :>]ii>ret>  of  tlic  i-iimmery  tieaii  weru  light,  graceful 
vcfibi-lr'  laden  with  dainty  and  gmHtly  fniit^  and  hinl^  ot 
)Cor^>unt>  {dume£  and  of  ravimhing  i-onge!  All  theoe  au- 
niially  lay  thuir  Ireafiiinv  at  thy  feet! 

As  1  muved  r-Kiwly  in  tny  galley  through  (he  rich 
fleet  iif  ehiiiH  whieh  tilled  y<inr  Iiaven,  I  felt  my  heart 
beat  ipiicker,  and  1  retnrned  ilic  cahiiationB  of  the  flup- 
milliters  and  of  the  forv];;ii  nK-rehanlt^  on  tlieir  deck», 
with  rniiles  of  ^'raiitieuTi'in  at  ttie  |>^•<^{»  rity  Gtill  at  least 
of  imr  i>ori  of  Tyre;  tlioiigli  iln-  li:ilf  oar  rfahii  has  l»eeu 
lost  by  inviL-ion  and  our  interior  ciliei^  are  decaying.  So 
jxng  as  Damarens  und  Tyre  remain,  dear  mother,  tfaoeu 
two  vyvn  of  ymir  king<loin,  your  power  and  throne  will 
■tand.  The  deeudmce  of  onr  sir-ter  city  Sidon  will  nut 
alfeet  our  iir'*|ieri;y,  sinee  her  sliips  will  tliwk  toTym. 
Yet  Sidon  will  rit^e  again,  if  in  my  power  to  restore  it. 

I  remained  u|Hin  the  jH>op  of  my  tlii)>  until  wo  ha<l 
HMsed, not  only  the  fleet  id'  merchant  gallefB^  but  th« 
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fonncore  war-eliipB  with  their  hundred  banks  of  oars, 
that  ever  guard  the  entrance  to  tlie  port  with  vigilant 
eyes  and  anns.  Tlie  sun  was  gilding  with  his  setting 
beams  the  battlements  of  the  temple  of  Hercules ;  and 
the  coliiinus  of  the  graceful  temple  of  lo  were  richly 
roseate  in  the  blushing  glory  of  his  ra<liance.  Tlie  last 
object  on  which  my  eye  rested  was  the  gilded  gate  ol 
the  gorgeous  Fane  of  Nyeth  on  Lebanon ;  and  I  sent 
from  my  lips  a  prayer  to  the  fair  and  kind-hearted  god- 
dess to  guard  thee,  mother,  and  me  for  thy  sake. 

We  soon  passed  the  bright  red  Pharos,  from  the  lofty 
lantern  of  which,  as  the  shades  of  evening  rapidly  fell 
around  us,  streamed  forth  like  a  new-born  star  its  cheer- 
JJig  splendor  for  the  haven-bound  niiiriner.  Soon  in  the 
neavensover  us  other  lights  were  kindled  by  the  gods; 
and  the  moon,  rising  over  the  lofty  mountain-range  of 
hibanus,  made  far  out  upon  the  nea  a  path  of  light,  that 
seemed  like  a  band  of  silver  with  which  she  would  bind 
t«ie  still  to  the  shores  I  was  leaving  I  But  in  Egypt  I 
J^^  behold  the  same  moon  shine  down  upon  me  with 
tamiliar  radiance  ;  and  as  I  gazo  upon  her  I  can  feel 
^ate\en  here  she  is  a  link  to  bind  me  to  my  native 
land— that  upon  her  winged  beams  I  can  send  a  thought 
*'"*  my  dear  mother,  on  whom  also  she  shines. 

My  whole  fleet  got  well  out  of  the  port  before  the  star 
Aldebaran  rose ;  and  as  the  breeze  was  light,  the  gov- 
ernors of  the  rowers  commanded  them  to  ply  their  oars. 
Thus  with  the  fall  of  a  thousand  sweeps  into  the  blue 
sea  at  one  motion,  keeping  time  to  the  vi)ice  of  a  singer 
*'bo  stood  upon  the  bridge  across  the  mid-ship,  wo 
■^^pt  our  course  down  the  cniist  of  Palestine.  We 
would  have  steered  directly  for  the  Delta  of  the  Nile. 
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but  had  knowledge,  by  a  vesael  Uiat  met  as,  of  a  fleet 
of  Rhodian  piratoe,  wbicli  lay  wait,  in  that  vicinity,  for 
tbe  Egyptian  merchant-ebipe ;  and,  as  my  galleys  vere 
rather  an  escort  of  bonor  than  a  war-fleet,  I  did  not  wish 
to  measure  my  strength  with  them,  but  dispatched  one 
of  my  sliipa,  the  same  night,  back  to  Tyre,  to  the  admira? 
of  yoor  Tyrian  fleet,  who,  no  doubt,  has  gone  out  ere 
this  in  parsoit  of  these  sea-rovere  and  enemies  of  our 
commerce. 

Nevertlieless,  after  we  had  passed  Jaffa,  and  the  next 
day  Ascalon  in  lower  Philistia,  we  beheld  half  a  score 
of  fillips  of  doubtful  appearance,  and,  by  my  orders,  aix 
galleys  were  detached  from  the  fleet  and  gave  chaser 
They  proved  to  be  fast-sailing  Ionian  pirates,  for  one  of 
them,  being  crippled,  was  overtaken.  Tliey  had  been 
niany  weeks  on  the  sea,  and  were  returning  to  their  own 
distant  and  barbnrons  ifilands,  richly  laden.  Tlie  cap- 
tain of  tlie  galley  took  (tut  her  mcrehandise,  and  precious 
stones,  and  spioes,  of  wliich  she  had  robbed  other  ehipe, 
and  burned  her  on  the  sea,  with  all  the  wretches  who 
appertained  to  her. 

Tlic  shores  of  Egypt  were  reached  by  as  on  the  sct- 
enth  day,  without  any  accident  to  my  fleet.  It  was  two 
honrs  after  the  enn  rose  that  we  came  in  view  of  the  low 
line  of  land  wliich  marks  the  entrance  to  the  "tiarden 
of  the  World,"  an<l  from  which  open  the  seven  gates  <rf 
the  Kilo  into  the  grout  blue  sea. 

Uinm  asceinliiig  to  tlie  castle  for  bowmen  on  the  Iii^- 
eet  mat^t  <if  the  bhip,  I  cuuld  ...icorn  thu  tall  columoa 
erected  by  King  Mcnee  at  the  chief  cnlranco  of  the 
river,  from  the  suiuinit  of  each  of  which  at  night  blazes 
a  wonderful  flame,  baid  to  have  been  tuveuicd  by  the 
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H^  cf  Egypt.  Ae  our  galley  rowed  nearer  the  faint 
line  of  coast,  I  could  see  numerous  ships  coming  oat  and 
enteriDg  the  Felnsian  branch  of  the  Nile, — some  of  them 
in  the  interior  so  far,  that  onlj  their  tops  could  be  seen 
aWe  the  level  land.  I  was  now  suddenly  eurprieed 
vitb  a  change  in  the  color  of  the  eea,  which,  from  an 
emerald  green,  became  clouded  with  an  intermixture  ot 
tiwnj  water,  thick  with  mud,  that  seemed  to  flow  npoo 
the  eotface  of  the  sea,  as  if  lighter  than  itself.  I  soon 
perceived  that  this  was  the  outrusli  of  tlie  river  ugainet 
Die  Bea,  with  which  it  refused  wholly  to  intermingle 
■nd  lose  itself, — as  if  tlie  proud  Father  Kilos  reluctantly 
yielded  his  power,  bo  long  wielded  for  a  thoiiBand  miles, 
to  the  Eceptre  and  dominion  of  the  god  of  the  iloditer- 
Mnean,  Tet  the  latter — so  vast  was  the  volume  of  the 
jeilow  waves  of  the  former — was  forced  a  league  from 
the  shore  before  the  conquered  Nile  ceased  to  resist  hia 
ttte. 

"Hie  eun  ahone  upon  the  battlementB  of  the  great  city 
rf  Pelusium — the  oldest  fortified  place  in  Egj"pt,  and 
cilled  "  the  Key  of  Egypt,"  and  also  "  the  Strength  of 
Egvpi" — and  lighted  up  the  terraces  of  its  gardens  and 
temples ;  but  the  admiral  told  me  that  every  year  the 
dt'posit  of  the  Nile  is  covering  tliem,  and  that  ore  many 
tenturies  no  trace  will  be  left  of  a  city  which  is  older 
thai  On  or  Memphis.  "We  saw,  from  tlie  deck,  palaces 
snJ  ubelisks  and  groves  in  the  suburbs,  and  lurther  in- 
lund  a  country  of  wonderful  beauty  and  of  the  highest 
cultivation,  but  as  level  as  the  sea,  from  which  it  is  ele- 
vated but  a  few  feet.  Tlie  muddy  and  woiulcrful  Nile 
"overflijwing  annually  these  pleasant  maritime  plains; 
ukI  SB  the  plane  of  tlie  Delta  is  steadily  raised,  these 
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ancient  cities  and  palaces  and  this  fair  land  will  become 
a  fen  for  the  stork  and  the  sea-mew !  How  different 
the  site  of  Tyre,  my  dear  mother  I  Built  upon  the  firm 
coast,  and  defended  by  nature,  it  will  stand  forever  at 
the  key  of  Syria  and  of  the  East ;  and  to  the  end  of  time 
the  commerce  of  the  world  will  flow  into  the  palace-like 
warehouses  of  its  opulent  merchants! 

As  we  drew  near  the  port,  one  of  the  large  fishing 
eagles  which  have  their  home  in  the  Delta  soared  above 
our  heads,  scanning  our  deck  ^vith  his  piercing  glances : 
and  snow-white  birds  with  black-tipped  wings  skimmed 
past  from  wave  to  wave ;  while  others,  resting  upon  the 
crest  of  a  shining  billow,  rocked  gracefully  with  the  mo- 
'  don  of  its  undulations.  An  ibis  stalked  upon  the  shore, 
and  numerous  aquatic  birds,  unknown  to  us,  soared  about 
our  galleys  with  sharp  and  strange  outcries. 

The  atmosphere  of  the  morning  was  slightly  hazji 
and,  suffused  by  the  sunbeams,  cast  a  soft  veil  over  the 
land,  investing  galley,  pharos,  and  fane  with  the  hues  of 
gold.  It  was  a  scene  of  novel  beauty,  and  I  hailed  the 
very  first  view  of  Egypt  with  delight.  It  was  a  happy 
omen  of  the  future. 

As  my  galley  advanced  before  the  fleet,  a  large  war 
ship  with  a  triple  poop-deck,  and  propelled  by  three 
hundred  oars,  swept  like  a  swift  dark  cloud  out  of  the 
mouth  of  tlie  river  and  bore  down  towards  me  in  ho6- 
ale  attitude.  I  displayed  the  insignia  of  my  kingdom 
at  tlie  top  of  the  chief  niust^  and  awaited  the  Egyptian 
guard-ship.  Tlie  vessel  wad  brought  to,  a  bow-shot  from 
my  own,  and  I  was  asked  by  the  governor  thereof,  who 
[  was,  whence  I  came,  and  my  destination!  To  these 
inqoiriee  f  gave  satisfactory  replies  through  my  ad- 
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ami;  whereapoo  the  Egjptiaa  captain,  eoiummding 
H  d^ant  barge  to  be  made  readj,  came  on  boanJ, 
■Mnded  by  hia  suite,  to  paj  his  reapectt  to  me  as 
Piinee  d  Tyte.  I  came  forth  from  mj  state-room  to 
nean  bim,  mj  dear  mother,  attired  88  became  my 
mt  In  the  most  coorteouB  language,  and  with  an 
elecBiee  of  maaoere  nnBorpaased  aave  in  the  polite  land 
cf  EgTpt,  he  aflBored  me  of  tbe  pleasnre  it  wonld  give 
lu  njil  mistreaa,  Qneen  Amenaa,  **  Tbe  Snppoit  of 
Vodda,"  88  he  termed  ber,  to  have  me  visit  her  conrt. 
Ha  nid  she  was  jnst  then  returning  &om  a  riut  to  tbe 
temple  of  Itaa  and  Kephthya,  at  Phila,  with  a  vast 
retinae  of  state  and  sacred  galleys,  and  by  the  time  I 
vrived  at  Memphis  she  woold  be  either  there  or  at  her 
private  palace  at  On. 

^7  Ilia  advice,  I  dispatched,  in  our  handsomest  galley, 
my  secretary,  Acherree,  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the 
ineen,  which  yon  gave  to  me,  scaled  with  my  own  sig- 
net, TIu'b  done,  I  entertained  the  Egyptian  officer  with 
*  tnagnificence  becoming  my  position  and  his  own.  He 
fM  mncli  pleased  with  tbe  elegance  of  my  ship,  and  the 
wmplete  appointment  of  my  fleet.  He  said  he  had  never 
iB^tTyriau  squadron  before,  bnt  had  heard  much  of 
onr  Injniy  and  perfection  in  maritime  affaiis. 

Bia  diip  was  stately  in  height,  and  terrible  with  its 
'«rlite  aspect.  The  poop  bristled  with  armed  warrion 
'■>  pol'slied  helms  of  brass.  It  had  four  short  masts, 
"^^  upon  each  top  thereof  a  huge  castle  containing 
■  acore  ot  Libyan  bowmen  with  steel-headed  arrows. 
lipon  the  prow  was  a  sort  of  fortress,  on  which  stood  a 
group  of  Boldiers  armed  with  long  spears  and  with  large 
**al  ahields,  on  which  were  painted  hieroglyphic  devicra 
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in  brilliant,  colors.  A^p-anged  on  the  eidee  above  the 
rowers  were  black  Ethiopians,  gigantic  men  in  Bteel 
cuirasses,  with  long  swords  held  before  tliem.  Tlie 
captains  of  these  warriprs  were  stationed  at  variouB 
points,  arrayed  in  rich  armor  of  varied  fashion,  accord- 
ing to  the  class  of  soldiers  that  were  under  them.  The 
prow  of  this  mighty  battle-ship,  which  carried  one  thou- 
sand lighting  men,  besides  three  hundred  rowers,  was 
ornamented  with  a  lion's  head  and  shoulders  of  colossal 
size ;  while  across  the  stem  stretched  the  broad,  gilded 
wings  of  the  feathered  globe  of  the  Sun,  which  is  the 
emblem  of  the  kingdom  of  Egypt  Besides  this  gor- 
geous and  majestic  galley,  there  were  many  lesser  ones 
near,  having  but  a  single  mast  and  fifty  oars.  This  fleet 
ever  kept  guard  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  and  thus  de- 
fended the  gates  of  Egypt  on  the  sea  against  foes. 

When  I  had  sufficiently  admired  his  ship  from  my 
own,  the  admiral,  whose  name  is  Pathromenes,  invited 
me  to  go  on  board.  After  viewing  all  the  parts  of  the 
ship,  and  especially  the  noble  apartments  devoted  to  him 
and  his  officers,  I  was  entertained  with  musical  instru- 
ments by  players  of  infinite  skill.  Tlien  1  was  amused 
with  the  performances  of  jugglers  and  the  wonderful 
antics  of  grotesque  deformed  dwarfs,  who  seemed  kept 
on  board  only  for  the  entertainment  of  these  Egyptian 
nobles.  Towards  evening,  a  banquet  was  ofiered  me. 
Among  other  rare  dishes  were  gazelles.  Before  the 
feast,  the  admiral  made  a  signal  to  a  priest  of  Osiris, 
who  presided  over  the  sacred  rites  on  board,  and  inaugo- 
rated  it  by  a  prayer  to  the  god  lor  the  welfare  of  the 
queen  and  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom.  This  custom 
recalled  our  own,  of  offering  first  a  libation  of  wine  to 


ibe  godt.    During  tin  1 

floated  aroand  oa.  AAa-  w«  had  daaei  *•  Airi^  aii 
ve»  drinkiDg  wine,  an  anentlBBt  mtami,  'kamiag  • 
mimmre    mmnmj,  elaboratelj-  pMMii   ari  ^^^"^ 

Holding  this  emblem  nf  murolil^  brfbra  mb  tmd.  Ac 
admiral,  be  said  solemnly : 

"Behold  this,  and  drink  and  be  happfi^KamhAmm 
»l«lt  be  when  lliou  art  de*d !" 

I  vaa  iiot  a  little  saTprieed  at  tlds  ■ 
!      it  seemed  to  me,  unse^fionable  istr 

inning  my  looks,  ^d  tri-ii  n  safli:  *lUl  iM*' 
dnetica  of  «  menuvial  of  deadi  to  ov  feiM^  O  fiBOi^ 
is  not  nnseasonable.  It  is  designed  to  exhort  as  to  e» 
loj  life  while  we  poeaeaG  it,  for  when  we  are  no  more, 
^jofmeDt  will  be  past."  Thiu  earing,  be  pooied  oat 
*  vau  of  wine  into  our  golden  cnpe,  and  pledged  me 
"Thy  health,  my  mother!"  So  I  drank  to  tbee,  and 
t^e  gloiy  of  thj  reign.  Nerenheless,  I  do  not  agree 
^th  the  admiral,  bnt  think,  rather,  that  the  inteo- 
tian  of  this  exhibition  of  Death  to  gnesta,  m  to  warn 
them  ihst,  while  life  ie  eo  short,  it  ong^t  not  to  be  q>eot 
vhollj  in  pleaeare  and  feetivitie& 

At  length,  night  coming  on,  I  retained  to  mj  dnp, 
Bod  the  next  day,  with  a  light  wind  and  aided  bj  bnt 
one  bank  of  rowers,  entered  the  mightr  Kile,  and 
uotIj  ascended  its  powerfnl  bnt  sln^ish  Btream.  The 
conrtly  Pathromenee  escorted  me  past  Peln«Dm,  and 
"len  took  leave  of  me,  embracing  me  more  like  a  father 
than  a  fHend.  I  left  mj  fleet  at  the  Pelnsian  Delta,  to 
^ra  to  Tyre  after  it  shall  have  received  fresh  water 
OT  board  from  the  Nile.  The  only  galleys  I  took  with 
■n  an  the  one  I  came  in,  and  that  on  board  of  which  I 
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sent  my  secretary  to  the  capital  in  advance  of  me.    1 
trust  the  remainder  will  safely  reach  Syria. 

The  shores  of  the  Eastern  Kile,  as  we  ascended,  pre- 
sented  an  unchanging  scene  of  gardens,  verdant  fields 
of  com,  villages,  temples,  and  tombs,  all  united  in  one 
unbroken  belt  for  leagues.  The  river  was  dotted  with 
fishers  in  their  slender  boats,  and  we  constantly  met  ves- 
sels descending,  bound  to  the  open  sea :  some  for  Afric, 
for  gold-dust  and  ivory ;  others  to  Philistia,  for  copper 
and  iron ;  others  to  Colchis,  for  silver,  or  to  the  Isle  <^ 
Thasos.  The  evening  of  the  day  we  entered  the  river, 
we  beheld  the  sacred  crocodile.  It  was  a  vast  scaly 
monster,  basking  on  the  shore.  I  gazed  upon  him  with 
wonder  and  fear.  If  he  be  a  god,  his  votaries  worship 
him  rather  through  terror  than  from  love.  But  to  my 
senses  all  the  minor  deities  of  Egypt  are  gross  and 
revolting.  Yet  I  must  not  dare  to  be  impious  while  in 
the  very  land  of  these  gods. 

The  next  day,  after  sailing  for  hours  between  gardena, 
we  drew  near  the  City  of  On,  on  the  east  bank.  Our 
approach  to  it  was  marked  by  the  increased  size  and 
grandeur  of  the  palaces  and  temples,  and  the  life  and 
activity  on  the  shores.  Before  reaching  the  city,  J 
caught  view  of  Memphis  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
and  far  beyond  towered  the  apex  of  one  of  those  mighty 
pyramids  whose  age  is  lost  in  the  oblivion  of  the  past. 

Farewell,  dear  mother.  In  my  next  letter  I  will 
descnoe  my  arrival  and  debarking  at  the  terrace  of  the 
City  of  the  Sun,  and  my  gratifying  reception  by  the 
EVnce  Bemeses. 

Tour  affectionate  son, 

SEHoma. 
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TamK  not  thnt  \ha  eplendors  of  the  Court  OJ 
"PHamoli's  Daughter,"  as  the  Egyptians  still  love 
'"  call  their  queen,  will  lead  mc  to  forget  my  own 
^taI  home  and  the  dear  sceDee  in  ichich  I  have  passed 
Diy  bfe — scenes  that  memory  will  ever  cherish,  aa  thej 
»re  ifisociated  with  the  love  and  care  of  a  mother^  each 
•8  a  prince  was  never  before  blessed  with  by  the  gods. 
Think  not,  my  qneenly  mother,  that  while  I  describe 
with  pleasure  the  magnificence  of  Qneen  Amease's 
fsslm,  I  think  lees  of  your  own  kingdom ;  but,  rather, 
*"  I  behold  only  causes  me  to  love  my  native  land  the 
"ofe :  for  the  glory  of  Tyre,  my  home,  is  my  mother's 
pfesence — and  my  mother  is  not  here !  Queen  Amenee 
^y  have  the  homage  of  my  intellect,  bnt  that  of  my 
"Mrt  is  reserved  only  for  thee ! 

1  iiave  prefaced  my  letter  in  this  manner,  dear  mother, 
lest  you  should  jealously  read  the  glowing  deBcnptions 
'  give  of  what  I  behold,  and  may  fear  that  tlie  Inxiuiee 
Mod  grandeur  of  Egj'pt  will  make  me  dissatisfied  with 
the  lesser  splendor  of  the  Court  of  Ph(8uicia.  Fear  not. 
^  "hall  bring  back  to  thee  a  son's  faithful  love,  and  to  my 
People  the  loyal  affection  due  to  them  from  their  prince 
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I  closed  my  letter  to  70a  in  sight,  as  I  thonght,  of  thcr 
City  of  the  Sun.  But  what  I  believed  to  be  the  capital 
of  the  gods,  was  but  the  colossal  gateway  leading  from 
the  river  to  the  city,  which  is  half  an  hour's  ride  inland. 
Yet  from  the  Kile  to  the  city  there  is  a  continnoni 
avenue  of  temples,  such  as  earth  has  never  beheld — ^not 
even  Nineveh  or  Babylon,  in  all  their  glory.  For  a 
mile  fronting  the  river  extends  a  row  of  palaces,  which, 
stupendous  as  they  are,  form  but  wings  to  a  central  tem- 
ple of  vaster  dimensions.  The  palaces  that  guard  it,  as 
it  were,  are  adorned  with  sculptured  columns  of  the 
most  elegant  description.  They  are  three  hundred  in 
number,  covered  with  gorgeous  paintings  in  the  richest 
tints,  and  carved  with  the  most  finished  art.  The  beau- 
tiful capitals  of  these  columns  are  shaped  alternately 
like  a  flower-bud,  not  yet  expanded,  or  like  the  open 
flower  of  the  lotus,  and  the  sides  formed  of  imitations, 
by  the  wonderful  artist,  of  leaves  and  flowers  indigenous 
to  Egypt  The  columns  and  capitals,  thus  exquisitely 
t'ashioned,  are  gigantic  in  size,  and  of  the  grandest 
'altitude. 

The  central  temple  is  a  lofty  and  wonderful  edifice  01 
brilliant  red  sandstone,  with  sixty  columns  of  marble 
enriching  its  facades ;  these,  with  the  three  hundred, 
representing  the  three  hundred  and  sixty  days  of  the 
ancient  Egyptian  year.  Tlie  front  of  this  sublime  temple 
IS  pierced  by  three  colossal  gateways,  broad  enough  foi 
four  chariots  to  pass  abreast  Tliese  gateways  are 
adorned  with  paintings,  in  the  brightest  tints,  represent- 
ing processions  of  priests,  sacrifices,  offeriug  of  incense, 
and  all  the  imposing  religious  ceremonies  appeitaining 
to  the  worship  of  the  Sun. 
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Above  the  centre  gateway,  between  the  noble  wings 
of  the  propyla  which  flank  it,  is  a  representative  em- 
blem of  Osiris,  in  the  shape  of  a  splendid  shield  of  the 
•on,  a  half-sphere  of  gold,  from  which  extend  wings  fui 
many  yards,  each  feather  glittering  with  precioos  stones. 
Aromid  the  globe  are  entwined  two  brazen  asps,  emblems 
of  wliich  I  have  not  yet  learned  the  signification* 

Imagine,  my  dear  mother,  this  stupendous  and  noble 
temple,  with  its  vast  wings  facing  the  river,  and  reflect 
ed  upon  its  sunny  surface.  Fancy  the  river  itself,  flow- 
ing laterally  through  these  gateways  into  an  artificial 
canal,  lined  with  trees,  and  bordered  by  lesser  temples, 
which  recede  in  long  lines  of  diminishing  columns. 
Behold  oranges  swinging  in  clusters  from  branches  bend- 
ing over  the  water,  while  scarlet  pomegranates,  figs,  and 
olives  fill  trees  innumerable  tliat  shade  the  terraces ;  and 
vineft.  either  gorgeous  with  flowers  of  wonderful  beauty 
and  form,  or  pendent  with  purple  grapes,  entwine  the 
eolumna,  and  depend  from  the  carved  abacus  of  the 
capitals. 

Into  this  canal  my  beautiful  galley  was  received,  in 
the  sight  of  thousands  of  admiring  gazers  standing  upon 
tlie  steps  of  the  terrace  which  led  down  to  the  entrance, 
and  on  which  I  had  landed  to  pay  ray  homage  to  the 
cliief  cajJtain  at  tlie  propylon,  who,  raan^iticently  at- 
lirtKl,  waited,  by  the  queen's  command,  to  receive  me 
and  conduct  me  to  the  city. 

Returning  with  me  on  board  my  galley,  he  gave  orders 

for   it    to   be   taken    in   charge   by  two   royal   barges, 

with  prows  of  silver,  and  golden  banners  waving  above 

the  heads  of  the  rowers,  who  were  Nubian  slaves  clothed 

b  M^arlet  tunica.     Thus,  in  state,  my  dear  mother,  as 
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became  a  prince,  was  I  borne  along  this  ayeuuc  oi 
palaces  and  fanes,  and  fragrant  gardens.  The  vanishing 
line  of  colnmns  was,  at  short  intervals,  interrupted  by 
gateways,  above  which  were  statues  of  Osiris  and  Isia. 

I  was  ahnost  bewildered  bj  the  novelty  and  splendor 
of  Uiese  varied  scenes,  and  was  tliinking  tliat  nothing 
conld  surpass  in  magnificence  this  mighty  avenue  to 
a  city,  wben  all  at  once  the  canal  expanded  into  a  cir- 
cular lake  completely  inclosed  by  columns,  forming 
majestic  colonnades  on  all  sides,  in  which  were  walk- 
ing and  conversing  innumerable  richly  dressed  pe^ 
sons,  while  others  were  grouped  around  noble-looking 
ancient  men,  listening  to  their  discourses.  The  chief 
captain,  who  was  with  me  in  ray  galley,  informed  me 
that  these  columned  halls  were  the  favorite  resort  of 
the  eminent  philosophers  and  scholars  of  all  lands,  who 
came  hither  to  be  taught  in  the  learning  and  wisdom  of 
the  Egyptians.  I  then  looked  a  little  closer,  when  he 
was  pleased  to  point  out  to  me  several  great  philoso- 
phers, who,  called  wise  men  in  their  own  kingdom,  yet 
had  come  hither  to  learn  at  the  feet  of  these  masters  of  the 
world's  wisdom,  the  wise  men  of  Egypt.  As  we  were 
rowed  past  and  around  this  majestic  circle  of  columns, 
1  saw  two  noble  youths  from  Damascus,  who  came  last 
year  to  Tyre,  in  order  to  embark  for  Memphis.  I  beheld 
also  Prince  Melchor  of  the  City  of  Salem,  in  Syria,  the 
descendant  of  the  great  king  Melchisedec,  whose  wise 
reign,  about  three  centuries  ago,  is  still  remembered 
with  glory  and  honor  to  his  name.  Tlie  prince  recog- 
nized me,  and  returned  my  salutation,  and  leaving  tlie 
group  with  which  he  stood,  hastened  around  the  ter 
race  to  meet  me  at  the  place  of  debarkation ;  for  this 
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delightful  lakci  dear  mother,  terminated  the  noble  canal 
which  united  it  with  the  river.  Beyond  it,  the  galleys 
im\  barges  did  not  go.  Instead  of  water,  this  mighty 
iVFDue  to  Ou  was  uow  t^^  be  continuf:d  by  land.  At 
the  place  opposite  the  inlet  rose  two  lofty  obelisks  a 
hundred  feet  in  the  air,  of  incomparable  elegance  and 
Itaulj.  They  were  dedicated  to  Osiris  and  Isia.  Ele- 
vated upon  pedestals  of  porphyry,  they  formed  the 
graceful  entrance  to  a  semicircular  flight  of  marble 
>i«ps  which  led  from  the  lake  to  a  broad  terrace  inter- 
W*ith  pnrti-colored  marbles,  in  every  variety  of  de- 
vice which  taste  could  conceive,  or  art  execute.  Land- 
in^  u;>on  these  steps,  I  ascended  to  the  terrace,  and  was 
^Ikk  met  and  embraced  by  the  Prince  of  ^alem.  Here 
the  chief  captain  took  leave  of  me,  and  immediately 
there  advanced  towards  me  a  noble  person,  wearing  a 
chain  of  gold  about  hia  neck,  and  clothed  in  purple  silk, 
richlj-  emiiroidered,  and  who  carried  in  hia  right  hand  a 
long  silver  wand,  with  tlie  head  of  an  ibis,  cut  out  of  a 
precious  stone,  upon  it.  He  said  that  be  was  an  officer 
0^  the  court  of  the  queen,  and  had  come  to  conduct  me 
on  my  way  to  the  city. 

"  Her  miijesty,"  he  said,  with  dignity  becoming  one 
*lio  served  so  mighty  a  monarch,  "  has  received  your 
letter,  royal  prince,  and  has  directed  her  servants  to  pay 
yoQall  honor!" 

I  acknowledged  the  grace  of  the  queenly  Amense  in 
'his  courteoua  reception  of  a  stranger,  and  followed  him 
*c[osg  the  terrace,  which  I  perceived  was  encircled  by 
utiles  of  all  the  divinitiea  of  the  earth  ;  and  I  was 
E^'ified  to  see  that  lo,  and  Hercules,  and  the  favored 
"city  of  PhcBDicia,  Athyris,  had  conspicuous  pedestals 
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allotted  to  their  sacred  images,  near  the  Tbeban  god 
Amon. 

Indeed,  dear  mother,  this  fact,  and  the  manner  <tf  nm^ 
reception,  shows  that  the  present  dynasty  has  gracionoL} 
forgotten  the  conquest  of  Egypt  by  the  warlike  hoets  ^ot 
Phcenicia.     Bat  when  we  recollect  that  the  first  Am< 
of  the  present  house  of  Pharaohs  had  for  his  queen 
beautiful  Ephtha,  daughter  of  tlie  last  Phoenician 
raoh,  taking  her  captive  when  he  expelled  the  falk. 
from  the  tlirone  of  Memphis,  we  need  not  be  surprii 
at  the  favor  shown  us  by  the  noble  Queen  Ameiise,  fc 
fourth  only  in  descent  from  the  fair  Phoenician,  who  w^- 
of  our  own  blood,  she  is  our  cousin  by  just  heredita^r^ 
iineage. 

When  I  had  traversed  the  "  Hall  of  the  Gods,** 
came  to  a  lofty  two-leaved  gate  of  brass,  which 
between  two  sculptured  propyla  of  Libyan  stone, 
a  wave  of  the  wand  of  my  escorter,  they  flew  wi< 
open,  and  revealed  the  most  magnificent  and  awe-inspi^*' 
ing  ppectacle  tliat  it  was  possible  to  conceive  the  wori^^ 
could  present. 

Before  me  was  revealed  an  avenue,  more  than  a  mil^^ 
in  length  to  the  eye,  leading  straight  to  the  City  orf 
the  Sun,   which    rose,    temple   rising  beyond   temple^ 
shining  like  gold  in  the  sunboaniP,  a  mountain  of  archi' 
tecture,  fushioned  as  if  by  the  hands  of  gods  rather  than 
of  men.     In  the  midst  stood,  elevated  above  all  anr- 
rtmiiding  edifices,  the  great  temple  of  Osiris  itself,  en- 
circled by  a  belt  of  twelve  glittering  obelisks,  represent- 
ing the  twelve  months.     In  the  centre  of  this  wonderful 
f;irdle,  upon  the  apex  of  a  i>yrainid  rising  within  the 
walls  of  the  temple,  two  hundred  feet  high,  blazed  thitf 
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s&cred  gold  shield  of  the  suii— the  shield  of  Osiris — the 
fam?  of  which  bus  filled  the  world.  It  wiis  like  the  sun 
itself  for  glory  and  splendor!  Ob,  bow  can  I  describe 
ail  this '  My  pen  refases  to  find  language  to  recotd 
whkt  I  wi^h  to  write. 

But  I  will  be  brief,  lest  I  overpower  you  with 
gor^eousness,  and  blind  you  with  glory.  Verily,  the 
Kgypuans  seem  teaolTed  to  rob  the  heavens  of  their 
celestial  architecture,  and  set  up  a  rival  heavea  on 
earth! 

From  the  open  gateway  of  hra^s  I  beheld  the  city 
thog  described,  with  it&  lemple.  obeli^s,  pyramid,  uud 
<-"o DDtle&s  palates,  wliile  tiie  whole  was  euciroled  b_v  a 
^reen  belt  of  gardens,  which  shut  it  in  from  the  desert, 
like  a  setting  of  Indian  diauiond;^  in  a  bed  of  Assyrian 
emeralds. 

The  avenue  itself  was  paved  with  red-colored  Syene 
stones  from  the  isles  of  the  Cataracts,  and  on  each  side 
*as  It  gigantic  row  of  ijphinxes,  reposing  on  broad,  ele- 
vated dromoi.  Some  of  these  represented  hons,  leopards, 
ind  other  beasts  of  the  African  and  Nubian  deserts. 
^me  of  them  had  the  head  of  a  ram,  with  the  body  of 
i  lion,  the  fore-paws  extended  upon  the  terrace,  the  vast 
My  resting  niton  the  bind-pawij.  all  presenting  aspects 
of  majestic  repose.  There  were  one  hundred  of  these 
stone  effigies,  in  a  double  row  twenty  feet  apart,  facing 
'be  avenue,  and  fastening  upon  the  passer-by  their  stony 
eves  in  immovable  watchfulnew.  This  avenue  I  walked 
np,  preceded  by  the  queen's  officer  and  escorted  by  a 
refinue.  which  fel!  in  behind  me. 

Having  passed  this  row  of  crio-sphinies.  we  ascended 
Uiree  brond  steps  on  each  side  of  which  towered  a  lofty 
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pjIoD,  elaborately    adorned  with    costly  paintingt  d 
coloBsai    size,    representing   sacred   scenes.      Anothei 
dromo  bordered  with  fourscore  andro^phinxes,  haTing 
alternate  faces  of  Osiris  and  Isis,  the  one  stamped  widi 
majesty,  the  other  with  beauty,  now  began,  and  passing 
this  solemn  and  awful  range  of  gigantic  faces  we  came 
to  another  ascent  of  marble  steps,  flanked  by  obeUsb: 
four  lofty  pyloncs,  and  three  spacious  courts  were  * 
the  end  of  the  dromos  of  sphinxes,  also  a  vast  arexi 
inclosed  by  palaces.     Crossing  this  noble  square,  ^ 
came  to  two  colossi  of  granite,  representing  Cheops  mX 
Nilus,  their  shields  covered  with  hieroglyphics  wrou^^ 
with  the  highest  degree  of  perfection,  each  carton^ 
recording  their  titles  and  deeds. 

At  this  point  there  met  me  a  superbly  caparison^ 
Arabian  charger,  held  by  two  pages;  wliile  a  youT^ 
noble,  bearing  upon  his  breast  the  insignia  of  a  printf 
of  the  quecnV  palace,  addressed  me,  and  invited  me  i 
mount  the  beautiful  and  fiery  animal. 

I  obeyed,  leai)ing  into  the  saddle  with  delight  at  one 
more  being  upon  horseback.  Scarcely  had  I  presse 
the  bit  with  the  gilded  bridle,  ere  a  score  of  horsemen 
in  splendid  armor,  issued  from  the  propylon  on  my  lef! 
in  two  colunms,  and,  inclosing  me  between  them,  ei 
corted  me  througli  several  magnificent  courts,  in  whicl 
I  caught  glimpses  of  obelisks,  monoliths  of  kings,  pylone 
sixty  feet  in  height  with  pyramidal  wings,  giving  en 
txance  to  courts  each  more  magnificent  than  the  last. 

At  length  I  saw  before  me  the  great  and  splendi< 
pylon  which  gives  admission  to  the  city.  In  front  o 
it,  ralBcd  upon  a  throne  ot  crimson  stone,  stood,  will 
his  ibis  head  fifty  feet  in  the  air,  a  monolith  statue  o 
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IboUL     In  his  outstretched  right  band  he  held  a  pair  oi 
Kklee,  aud  in  his  left  a  tablet. 

It  this  gate,  llie  citj  is  entered  in  its  central  point 
Tvoobelieks,  ninety  feet  in  height,  t*>wered  on  each  eide 
(J  the  entrance.  Here  I  waa  received  by  a  venerable 
noble,  who  was  mounted  upon  a  auow-white  horse,  and 
iilUQiled  by  a  brilUaDt  retinne,  all  superbly  mounted. 
Qutpereonage  extended  to  me  the  same  hospitable  and 
'  MBtutiB  welcome  from  hie  queen,  which  had  been  pre- 
'  Mted  to  me  from  the  others.  He  rode  by  my  aide, 
Ui  we  took  our  way  at  a  rapid  trot  along  an  avenue  ol 
iltemate  obelisks  and  sphinxes,  until  we  passed  through 
•  prl'iD  wliic'h  tipened  into  the  streets  of  the  city.  The 
^fleudor  around  bewildered  me.  Palaces,  with  gor- 
^M  facades  and  triple  stories  of  colonnades,  composed 
*6clafter  street,  while  fountains  and  statues  and  propy- 
^  temples,  monoliths,  andro-epbinxes  and  cno-ephinxes 
presented,  as  I  rode  along  through  this  superb  "  City  of 
''ic  Sun,"  an  eudleee  spectacle  of  architectural  grand- 
fw  and  marble  magnihcence.  The  stroots  were  thronged 
vilh  handsomely  attired  citizens,  either  in  the  puranit  of 
pleigare  or  business,  while  priestly  processions,  festivaJ 
P>niG8  crowned  with  flowers  and  attended  by  musicians, 
uid  bodies  of  horse,  were  met  by  us.  Oilded  chariots. 
palanquins,  and  vehicles  of  rare  and  graceful  forms,  were 
DiimerouB.  The  whole  city  wore  an  air  of  pleasure  and 
life,  and  impressed  me  with  tlie  idea  that  the  EgyptianB 
*^  not  only  master-builders  in  arcliitectore,  but  know 
W  to  enjoy  the  splendid  cities  they  erect  with  each 
wstly  care. 

Uy  senses  sated  with  luxury,  I  was  not  unwilling  to 
■light  at  the  entrance  of  a  beautiful  palace,  which  the 
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veoerable  horseman  said  the  queen  had  placed  ai  my 
service.  Upon  its  portico  I  was  mot  by  my  private 
secretary,  Acherres,  who,  in  his  joy  at  beholding  nie 
again,  forgot  for  a  moment  my  rank,  and  embraced  me 
witli  tears  of  delight;  for,  in  this  foreign  land,  he  saw 
m  me  alone  the  link  which  bound  him  to  his  native 
country. 

I  have  now  been  two  days  m  this  palace,  wherein 
is    furnished    me,   by   the   queen,   the   attendance   oi 
slaves ;  and  every  luxury  of  Egypt  is  at  my  command. 
As  I  said  to  you,  dear  mother,  in  my  first  letter,  I  have 
yet  only  seen  the  Queen  of  Egypt  at  a  distance,  as  she 
was  ascending  the  steps  of  her  palace,  but  to-morrow  I 
am  formally  to  be  presented  to  her,  for  on  that  day  of 
the  week  alone  she  receives  princes  and  ambasBadiua* 
She  had  returned  four  days  before  to  Memphis,  from 
Philie,  with  a  great  retinue  of  the  lords  and  officers  cC 
her  realm,  and  yesterday,  crossing  the  Nile  in  her  bai^ 
of  Slate,  she  entered  this  sacred  citv,  which  she  visits  fo 
three  days  every  month  to  perform  in  the  great  temple 
the  sacrvnl  rites  of  her  gv^rgeous  religion.     Of  this  wor- 
ship 1  will  soon  write  you  more  folly.    It  is  an  error, 
liowever,  to  suppose  that  these  enlightened  Egjptiaiia 
worship  the  sun,  or  any  other  objects,  as  such,  of  mere 
matter.    Their  fundamental  doctrine  is  the  unity  of  the 
deity,  whi^e  attributes  are  represented  under  poaitivip 
and  material  forms.    The  comuu*n  pev^ple  perhaps  nevec 
go  beyond  those  forms,  and  their  minds  never  aie  ad 
mined  to  a  kn<>wUxlge  of  the  truth  of  the  mysteries;  bvl 
the  pnesrs^  and  the  high  in  mnk,  look  upon  the  soiu  and 
nio»^,  ar.d  animals,  and  the  fecund  Nile^  only  as  so 
tnanv  anributes  of  a  one  infinite  deirv.     The 
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believeil  to  possess  much  of  the  divine  uiHueDce  iti  its 
mifying  power  nud  ila  various  other  effects— is  rcgai-d- 
edas  oQe  of  the  grandest  agents  of  the  oue  deity.  The 
moon  is  another  direct  manifestation  of  the  invisible 
author,  and  as  the  regulator  of  time,  saj  their  eucred 
Wks,  is  figured  m  painting  and  sculpture  as  the  ibiu 
headed  Thotli,  and  the  deity  who  records,  as  time  fliea, 
the  actions  of  men^s  Lives.  Osiris,  if  I  understand  their 
iuyibulojiy,  '8  this  supreme  god  (symbolized  here  by  the 
Knihwiio  is  also  the  judge  of  the  souls  of  the  dead,  re- 
«sfdiiig  or  punishing  hereafter  the  creatures  he  has  cre- 
Ued,Mcording  to  their  lives.  But  when  1  learn  more 
fully  tbeir  system  of  religion,  I  will  explain  it  to  yon, 
dear  mother. 

Although  I  have  not  seen,  to  speak  with  her,  the 
wgcet  lady  who  reigns  over  Egypt,  I  have  been  visited 
by  her  eon,  the  lord  Prince  Remeses.  I  have  already 
written  of  him.  He  is  in  his  thirty-fourth  year,  and  the 
ooblest  appearing  man  my  eyes  ever  beheld.  Upon  biB 
brov  the  gods  have  set  the  seal  and  impress  of  com 
oiaad.  I  will  narrate  the  manner  of  our  Brst  inter- 
cause. 

I  was  standing  by  the  window  of  the  stately  apart- 
ment, which  overlooks  one  of  the  squares  of  the  city, 
iDtensted  in  watching  the  toils  of  several  hundred  men, 
Wsely  attired  in  blue  aprons  or  loin-cloths,  and  gray 
wwches  reaching  only  to  the  knee,  the  upper  part  of 
">eir  bodies  being  naked,  who  were  at  work  construct- 
""g  a  wall  which  was  to  inclose  a  new  lake  before  the 
•stilile  of  Apis,  in  the  midst  of  the  square ;  for  On  is  a 
I  aty  of  alternate  lakes  (all  of  great  beaaty  and  adorned 
'    lith  trees),  temples,  squares,  and  palaces,  interspened 
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with  dromoB  of  sphinxes  oonuectiDg  coart  after  coort* 
through  lofty  pylones ;  while  obelisks,  statues,  and  founr 
tains  fill  up  tlie  interspaces. 

My  window  not  only  commanded  a  view  of  these  labor-' 
ers  with  their  heavy  burdens  of  bricks,  borne  on  their' « 
shoulders  to  the  top  of  the  wall  they  were  building,  buC 
also,  beyond  the  wall  and  distant  temples,  a  glimpse  oi  tho 
yellow  expanse  of  the  desert     How  mighty,  and  grand, 
and  solemn  it  looked  in  its  loneliness  and  ocean-likei 
vastness  I    A  faint  dark  line  that  I  at  length  perceived 
in  motion,  was,  doubtless,  a  caravan  coming  from  ihm 
haven  of  the  Red  Sea,  where  the  galleys  from  Farther 
Ind  land  their  precious  freights  of  untold  wealth.     This 
caravan  seeks  the  port  of  On,  six  miles  below  on  the  Nile, 
whence  sail  ships,  laden  with  the  treasures  of  the  cara 
van,  to  all  parts  of  the  known  earth.    Sesostna,  Tboth- 
mes,  Menes,  all  planned  a  canal  from  the  NUe  to  thii 
sea ;  but  the  camels  are  the  only  ships,  to  this  day,  thai 
cross  this  desert  waste.     Again  my  eyes  rested  upon  the 
laborers,  seeing  that  they  were  sorely  pressed  by  cruel 
task-masters,  who,  with  long  rods,  urged  them  to  their 
ceaseless  toil.    I  perceived,  then,  that  they  were  men 
with  Syrian  features,  arched    eagle  noses,  long  black 
beards,  and  narrow  but  fine  eyes,  which  seemed  to  havi 
a  strange   expression  of  tears  in  them.     There  were 
among  them  noble  and  manly  men,  handsome  youths, 
tliough  pale  with  toil,  and  bent  forms  of  aged  men.    1 
marvelled  to  see  so  fine  a  race  thus  in  bondage,  as  slaves 
under  task-masters,  for  in  the  day  of  the  Phoenician 
Pharaohs,  there  were  no  such  bondmen  in  the  land  ot 
Egypt    From  their  remarkable  likeness  to  some  natives 
ot  Mesopotamia  I  had  seen  in  Tyre,  I  judged  that  thaj 


»  BONDAQB.  SI 

DiOBt  be  captives  of  that  ancient  Orient  people,  taken  in 
the  ware  of  Amunoph. 

Vliilo  I  was  regarding  them,  and  especially  on  inter- 
w&ig  foatb,  whose  dark  eyee,  as  he  staggered  onder  a 
heavy  burden  of  bricks,  were  turned  np  to  me  as  if  seek- 
ing Ffmpatby,  Acherree  entered  and  said : 

"My  lord  Sesoslria,  the  mighty  Prince  Kemeees  is 
filigiiliiig  from  his  chariot  upon  the  steps  of  your  pal- 
*oer 

Upra  hearing  this  news  I  hastened  to  the  portico, 
vondning  if  I  were  to  be  honored  with  a  penonal  viait 
from  the  lord  of  £gypt,  ere  the  qoeen  mother  ahonhl  re- 
ceire  me  in  state. 

Upon  reaching  the  circular  peristyle  hall  within  tlie 
portico,  the  sedile  of  my  palace  opened  the  gilded 
dwn,  and  there  stood  before  me  the  Prince  of  Egypt. 
I  kre  already  described  his  noble  presence  and  per- 
^^  appearance.  Upon  seeing  me  he  advanced,  waving 
hiB  Bttendants  to  withdraw,  and  with  mingled  dignity 
■nd  sweetness,  that  at  once  won  my  heart,  said : 

"I  welcome  yon,  noble  Prince  of  Tyre,  to  Egypt !  J 
hare  been  engaged  in  reviewing  the  army  of  the  Nile, 
•  day's  march  hence,  and  heard  but  yesterday  of  yonr 
"TiTal.  I  hail  you,  not  as  a  stranger,  but  as  cousin, 
dear  Seeostris ;  for  are  we  not  allied  by  blood  I" 

"Toa,  my  lord  prince,"  I  said,  "  are  descended  from 
two  lines  of  kings — the  Syrian  and  Tlieban — I  from  but 
"De.  But  by  that  one  we  are  indeed  of  the  same  blood 
Bnt  what  is  a  prince  of  Tyre,  compared  with  the  heir  to 
the  throne  of  Egypt!" 

"  We  are  to  be  friends  and  equals,"  he  said,  smiling, 
M  he  pressed  my  hands.    I  accepted  this  pledge  ot 
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frieodship  with  grateful  emotion,  my  dear  mother ;  $M 
from  that  moment  we  became  as  brothers, — he  the  elder, 
I  the  younger,  and  looking  up  to  him  with  admiratioB 
and  pride,  as  henceforth  my  model  of  what  a  priace 
should  be. 

He  remained  with  me  three  honrs.   We  discoursed  o1 
you,  of  Tyre,  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Damascus, — ^i 
«word  of  Damascene  steel  attracting  his  notice  (for 
is  a  famous  soldier),  and  leading  to  the  mention 
this  city.     We  talked  also  of  Egypt,  and  her  glory, 
her  power ;  of  the  queen,  his  mother,  and  the 
religion,  and  policy  of  the  kingdom. 

But,  my  dear  mother,  I  will  here  close  this  letter, 
in  another  relate  to  you  what  passed  at  our  interricr^^ 
and  the  most  interesting  portion  of  im  conversation. 

Your  devoted  son, 
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LETTER    III. 

Tbx  Citt  of  thb  Suv. 
Mr  DKAX  Mothkb: 

Ths  climate  of  this  land  of  the  Sun  is  so  delightful 

to  the  senses  that  one  feels  a  constant  buoyancy  of  the 

beart,  and   experiences  in  the   consciousness  of  mere 

existence,  an  nndefinable  and  delicious  joy ;  and  herein 

I  diftcoyer  the  key  to  the  cheerful  gayety  of  the  Egyp- 

^i^xu.    The  skies  are  blue  with  eternal  sunshine.    The 

^ttnogphere,  free  from  moisture,  is  so  transparent  and 

c>7stalline,  that  distant  objects  lose  one  half  their  dis- 

^^nce  to  the  eye.    The  sun  rises  ever  with  cloudless 

*pIendor,  and  sets  in  a  sea  of  golden  glory,  without  a 

shadow  of  a  cloud  falling  upon  his  fiery  disk.  The  moon 

^Is  by  night  acro^p  the  starry  ocean  of  the  heavens, 

^th  t  brilliancy  unknown  in  other  lands;  while  the 

^i^^iv  bum  with  an  increased  intensity,  and  seem  en- 

^^rgcd  by  means  of  the  purity  of  the  upper  air  through 

^hich  we  behold   them.      It  is  no  marvel  that  the 

i^ellers  in  this  happy  land  are  wise,  and  love  art,  and 

^liglit  in  forms  of  beauty,  and  build  palaces  for  gods  I 

Bot  I  promised  in  my  last  letter,  dear  mother,  to 

^••cribe  what  particularly  passed  in  the  long  and  inter- 

•ting  interview  which  the  Prince  Remeses  had  with 

Bs  OQ  his  first  visit  to  my  palace     I  have  already 
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described  his  personal  appearance ;  but,  as  ladies  ar 
always  interested  in  costume,  I  will  relate  to  you  hoi 
he  was  attired. 

The  Egyptians,  you  are  aware,  always  shave  the  heft 
and  beard  closely,  save  when  in  mourning.  They  hav 
nevertheless  a  plaited  lock  of  hair  on  the  height  of  tb 
forehead,  which  falls  down  over  the  ear.  Such  is  tt 
fashion  with  which  the  youthful  god  Horus  is  repzr 
sented  in  paintings  and  statues,  though  the  beautiP 
locks  of  this  deity  are  not  so  closely  removed  but  tha^ 
crest  of  golden  tresses  covers  the  top  of  his  head  liJ 
the  plume  ot  a  helmet  Something  in  this  manift 
Prince  Remeses  wore  the  lock  of  jet-black  hair  whi« 
remained  But  upon  his  head  he  had  a  rich  cap 
kaftan  of  green  silk,  the  front  of  which  was  shaped  Ml 
the  beak  of  an  eagle,  while  behind,  it  fell  to  the  sho^ 
ders  in  a  sort  of  cape,  fashioned  like  droopmg  wingm^ 
the  whole  most  becoming  and  striking.  In  the  eyea 
the  eagle,blazed  diamonds,  and  his  plumage  was  stud(L 
with  precious  stones,  beryls,  sardine  gems,  and  the  on^ 
stone.  This  head-costume,  in  varied  forms,  is  worn  1 
all  the  nobles  and  men  of  high  rank.  With  some  t^ 
ibis  or  the  vulture,  with  others  the  lion  or  the  ha^ 
form  the  insignia.  I  have  seen  him  since  in  his  chari^ 
in  a  close-fitting  helmet-cap  of  burnished  gold,  reeei 
bling  that  of  the  Egyptian  god  of  war,  which,  with  J 
martial  form  and  commanding  glance,  lent  to  him  V 
aspect  of  the  god  himself  I 

Uis  vesture  was  of  fine  linen,  worn  in  numero 
folds  about  his  form ;  and  a  surcoat  embroidered  wi^ 
gold  in  royal  devices,  left  open  in  front,  displa/< 
a  girdle  of  links  of  steel  and  gold,  exquisitely  and  em 
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DinKlj'  woven,  to  which  hnng  hia  jewelled  sword. 
Al'out  hifl  neck  wob  fastened,  hy  a  pearl  of  price,  a 
collar  of  the  re<I-liued  gold  of  Opiiir,  massive  and  large ; 
icd  upon  his  manly  chest  glittered  a  breastplate,  spark- 
ling with  the  enamelled  oartouch  of  the  god  Atliotliie, 
the  deity  who  presided  at  his  birth,  and  who  is  the  same 
M  oar  Tant,  the  inventor  of  letters. 

And  here  let  me  remark,  that  writing  by  letters  u 
scarcely  yet  known  in  Egypt,  the  hieroglyphic  form 
being  still  in  carrent  nee ;  but  Bemcses  has  cnltivated 
the  Phcsnician  an,  and  writes  with  a  character  of  his 
own  constmction,  with  the  facility  and  beauty  of  one  ot 
oar  own  men  of  lettere.  Ere  long,  tbrongh  bis  influ- 
ence, this  form  of  writing  will  supersede  wholly  the 
hien^lyph,  which  is  cumbersome  and  difficult  to  be 
ondentood,  save  by  a  native-bom  Egyptian ;  yet  I  have 
commenced  the  study  of  it,  and  can  read  already  the 
cmrtoach  of  Mitres,on  bie  obelisk  over  against  the  por 
tico  of  my  residence.  Of  this  obelisk,  which  is  ninety- 
nine  feet  high,  it  is  said  that  when  it  was  about  to  be 
derated  to  its  position,  he  employed  20,000  workmen. 
and  apprehensive  that  the  engineer  would  not  raise  it 
with  sufficient  care,  he  bound  the  prince  his  son  to  the 
apex  while  it  lay  on  the  ground,  and  thus  effectually 
guaranteed  the  safety  of  his  monument.  Tliis  was  many 
centuries  ago ;  but,  as  I  gazed  to-day  upon  the  towering 
ipex,  I  could  not  but  think,  with  a  tremor  of  the  nerves, 
of  the  hapless  young  prince  as  he  mounted  into  the  sky. 
on  tltat  slow  and  pcriluus  journey  ! 

Have  I  ii"l  been  digreseing,  dt-ar  niotliert  But  you 
mii»(  n«i,  in  familiar  teticiv.  1.>ok  for  artistic  conti- 
■nity  of  narrative.     1  shall  digress,  or  go  from  subject 
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to  subject,  as  collateral  objects  suggest  themselyes  in 
passing  them ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  sliall  not  leave  your 
cariosity  unsatistied  upon  any  matter  which  I  have 
commenced,  but  in  due  time,  from  every  digressiont 
shall  return  to  it.  I  will,  therefore,  this  apology  once 
for  all,  return  to  the  princely  Remeses. 

He  wore  upon  his  right  hand  a  signet-ring  of  silver, 
once  belonging  to  his  ancestor,  Amosis,  the  leader  ol 
the  XVnith  dynasty;  and  also  a  large  ring  of  pure 
gold,  set  with  a  chrysoprasus,  and  bearing  the  shield  ol 
Osirtasen  I.,  or  Sesostris — for  he  has  both  names  in 
history — for  whom  I  am  named. 

In  all  respects  he  was  attired  with  magnificence,  and 
vet  with  simplicity,  as«  became  a  man  of  taste  and  s 
prince.  The  profuse  ornaments  of  jewelry,  with  which 
I  perceive  the  nobles  about  the  court  load  themselves, 
his  good  sense  disdains.  He  retains  only  the  insignia 
belonging  to  his  high  rank. 

I  have  said  that  his  hair  is  raven-black,  and  may  add 
that  his  eyes  are  large,  expressive,  heavily-lidded,  and 
with  a  peculiar  expression  of  mingled  softness  and  bril- 
liancy. Unlike  the  Egyptians,  his  features  are  truly 
Syriac,  with  the  high  arched  nose  and  full  red  lips  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Damascus.  Do  you  remember 
when  we  last  year  visited  Damascus,  seeing,  in  the 
painted  chamber  of  the  adytum  of  the  mausoleum  of  Eli- 
ezer,  a  representation  of  the  Hebrew  prince  Abram,  ol 
Syria?  To  that  venerable  prince,  whose  virtues  and 
wisdom  tradition  would  have  preserved,  even  if  he  had 
not  erected  this  tomb  to  his  own  and  his  master'i 
memory,  Eliezer  was  chamberlain  or  steward  for  many 
years.   Returning  to  Damascup  with  great  wealth,  whiefa 
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Abrauj  had  l>e8towed  upon  him,  he  brought  with  him 
from  Egypt,  where  he  had  once  been,  a  cunning  artist  in 
colors,  who  decorated  the  tomb  he  erected  for  himself, 
in  that  wonderful  manner  which  has  excited  the  admi- 
ration of  all  beholders.  But,  dear  mother,  beautiful  as 
that  is,  and  well  preserved  as  it  has  been  for  four  hundred 
jears,  it  is  not  to  be  compared  with  art  in  Egypt  at  the 
present  day.  You  remember  you  were  struck  with  the 
majesty  and  almost  celestial  sublimity  of  the  old  shep- 
herd princess  face,  which  the  affection  of  his  steward  has 
preserved.  You  spoke  of  the  eagle-like  nose,  the  dark, 
yet  tearful-looking  eyes,  with  the  drooping  lid  just 
casting  into  shadow  the  depth  of  its  inner  light  You 
remember  the  nobly  shaped  head  and  commanding 
brow.  Such  a  head  and  profile  is  that  of  Remeses,  the 
Prince  of  Egypt  My  first  look  at  his  face  recalled  the 
portrait  in  the  tomb,  which  its  founder  has  so  beautifully 
mrd  modestly  inscribed : 

•*£LIEZER  OF  DAMASCUS. 

TBS     8TBWABD     OF     A B B A M , 

PBIMOB 
BKLOYED   OF  THE   GODS." 

After  I  had  received  Remeses  into  my  house,  I  con- 
»1  acted  him  through  a  two-valved  door,  opened  before 
OS  by  my  chief  butler,  into  the  superb  apartment  allotted 
for  recreation  and  repose.  My  mansion  consisted  of  a 
court  encircled  bv  columns,  and  from  it  extended  corri- 
dor«  to  various  chambers.  Tlie  court  is  crossed  by 
avenues  of  trees,  while  fountains  and  flowering  plants 
refresh  the  eye  in  every  direction. 
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The  apartmeut  into  which  Kemeees  came  with  m^ 
was  divided  into  tall  panels,  npon  which  were  executes 
in  the  most  brilliant  colon),  the  fairest  pictureb.  Tha 
panels  were  intercolumnar,  each  column  adorned  wit 
carvings  of  leaves  and  flowers,  and  terminating  in 
capital  in  imitation  of  an  open  lotos.  This  room  w 
open  to  the  air,  but  shielded  from  the  sun  bj  a  purp 
awning  that  extended  to  its  four  sides,  and  was  a  litt 
raised  above  the  walls  npon  the  columns,  so  that  tl 
breezes,  which  were  wafted  over  the  gardens  of  flowei 
might  freely  enter. 

This  was  my  reception-room,  or  rrumdara^  as  it 
termed.  A  beautiful  cornice  surrounds  the  whole  rooi 
The  furniture  is  of  the  most  tasteful  and  luxurious  d 
scription,  and  of  forms  and  uses  unknown  to  our  sever 
Syrians.  There  are  tables  of  Arabian  wood,  inlaid  wit 
ivory ;  sofas  of  ebony  and  other  rare  materials,  coven 
with  silken  cushions ;  a  chair  ornamented  with  the  ski 
of  a  leopard ;  another,  of  still  more  graceful  outline,  er 
broidered  with  silk  and  threads  of  gold ;  another,  tl 
frame  of  which  recedes  gradually,  terminating  at  i 
summit  in  a  graceful  curve,  and  supported  by  restii 
upon  the  back  of  a  swan  with  feathers  of  ivory.  . 
chair  for  repose  is  covered  with  gilded  leather,  an 
arched  by  a  rich  canopy  of  painted  flowers,  birds,  ar 
fancy  devices.  The  legs  of  all  these  chairs  were  i 
imitation  of  some  wild  beast,  while  the  anud  representc 
in  ivory  or  ebony  the  beaks  of  birds, — that  of  the  ibi 
sacred  as  it  is,  being  the  favorite.  There  are  couche 
too,  which  are  nothing  more  nor  less  than  crouchin 
lions  gilded,  upon  the  backs  of  which  the  sleeper  repo» 
on  gorgeous  housings  stuffed   with   the  softest  dowi 
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Ttw  tluijte*  of  Uie  faniitaic  exhaxtet  kH  formft.  'Diov 
v«.  in  aome  of  my  nwms,  chain  duped  like  hvp% 
MLen  Uke  leares  of  tbe  A^^mt,  otben  like  bink. 
lihltt  of  ebon  J  are  mpported  oo  the  headi  at  mked 
Kulfiin  drnveB  two  feet  hi^i,  carved  in  ebonj,  wfaiki  tbe 
brwiK  lainpe  are  apllfted  opon  the  palm  of  a  dancing 
girl  caet  id  lin>Qze,  vho  eeems  to  bold  the  liglit  for  jxtn 
viiile  joa  read  or  write.  Carpets  and  foot-etook,  oov- 
md  niih  embroiderj,  are  tiot  wasliiig ;  and  I  have 
tluw  roimd  tablee— one  of  metal,  one  of  iTory,  one  <rf 
ebooj— polished  like  mirTore  of  eteeL  These  are  oot- 
end  TJtfa  oroaments  of  tbe  meet  exqaisite  finieh  and 
beantr;  and  before  mj  ■wiudow  where  I  write  is  a  sort 
of  bnreaa  ornamented  with  hien^I^hics,  earred  in 
■Dt^lio,  inlaid  with  ercamore,  tamarisk,  and  palm 
wondg,  and  enriched  with  boeees  of  solid  gold. 

In  tiuB  apartment  I  received  Remeeea.  Placing  a  seat 
b.TtbeiriDdow,!  sat  near  him.  For  amomenthesIIrTeJ' 
^Dlewitha  cloaebut  coarteoasscmtiny,  snchasstian- 
genirregistiblf  ca^t  upon  each  otheraftera&rst  meeting. 

"  1  Impe  jou  are  ai  home  here,  noble  Sesoetris,"  he  said. 
"  Thu  ii  one  of  m)-  palaces,  but  I  have  more  than  I  can 
make  ase  of,  such  ia  tbe  botmty  and  affection  of  mj 
■oother." 

"I  have  ever;  comfort  and  Inxnr; — more  tbui  I 
desire,"  I  aDsnered.  "I  was  not  prepared  to  find  in 
^gypt  such  iiplendor  and  magnificence.  The  half,  my 
Mile  prince,  has  not  been  told  the  world." 

"And  yet  jou  have  seen  but  a  small  portion  of  this 
ungdom."  he  said,  with  a  smile  of  pardonable  pride. 
"  Although  On  is  tbe  city  of  palaces  and  temples,  foi 
there  ia  a  temple  to  each  of  tbe  three  hondred  and  sixty 
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gods  of  our  calendar  year,  yet  Memphis  is  the  true 
of  our  empire.  We  rule  Egypt  from  Memphis : 
worship  the  gods  from  On." 

"  But  is  not  the  great  god  Apis  the  peculiar  deity  of 
Memphis  ?"  I  asked ;  ^^  and  is  not  his  worship  the  moft 
magnificent  and  imposing  on  earth  f 

'^  Yet  here  in  the  City  of  the  Sun  is  the  temple  oi 
Mne vis,  the  sacred  ox  of  On,  honored  with  a  worship  ai 
profound  and  universal  as  that  of  Apis." 

''  But  do  the  more  polished  Egyptians  indeed  worBhip 
the  ox,  cither  here  or  in  Memphis }"  I  asked  with  some 
hesitation,  for,  as  prince,  Kemeses  is  first  priest  of  the 
realm,  next  to  the  high-priest  of  Osiris. 

"  Do  not  fear  to  ask  freely  any  questions,  my  dear 
Sesostris,"  he  said.  ''We  do  not  worship  these  ani- 
mals. They  are  but  the  embodiment  of  attributes.  Under 
both  of  these  gods,  at  On  and  at  Memphis,  Osiris  the 
great  Judge  of  men  is  veiled.  They  are  but  the  liying 
images  of  Osiris.  Tlie  origin  of  their  introduction  if 
unknown  save  to  the  priests,  whose  oflSce  it  is  to  keep 
the  records  of  all  things  appertaining  to  religion." 

"What  is  revealed  concerning  the  history  of  OsirisF' 
I  asked ;  ''  for  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  exact 
relation  a  deity  known  over  the  world  by  name,  but  of 
whose  woi-shii)  little  is  understood,  holds  to  Egypt  and  to 
the  other  gods.  At  home,  in  Syria,  I  have  marvelled 
how  the  Egyptian  mythology  could  stand,  when  made 
up  of  such  contradictory  elements, — a  part  directing  the 
worship  of  an  invisible  divinity,  and  a  part  directing 
the  adoration  of  the  hosts  of  heaven  and  beasts  of  the 
earth.  In  Phoenicia  we  worship  the  Invisible  throng^ 
the  sun,  as  his  representative.      We  worship  nothing 
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lanhlj.  Ill  Palestine,  Boath  of  us,  Asliteroth,  Belus, 
ind  images  of  stone  and  braes  are  adored,  but  not  with 
ra." 

"Hie  EgTpdaiiB,  through  all  their  forms,  and  by  all 
their  gode,  adore  the  Supreme  Intinite,  my  Sesoetn's," 
aid  the  prince.  "  The  history  of  our  faith  is  briefly 
tiiie,  according  to  common  tradition :  OBirie  was  in  tht: 
k'gimiing  the  one  lord  of  worlds ;  the  bud  of  truth  and 
iho  glory  of  hie  universe.  He  came  upon  earth  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind.  Before  his  coming,  tlie  ox  and  all 
ether  animala  were  wild,  and  of  no  service  to  man. 
The  Nile  waa  a  terror  to  Egypt.  Vegetation  had  per- 
ished. He  came  as  a  '  m-iiiifestpr  of  good  and  truth,'  na 
saith  the  great  golden  book  in  the  Hall  of  Books.  He 
entered  into  all  things,  and  infused  hie  life,  and  good, 
md  uses  into  all.  He  bound  the  Nile  to  its  banks,  by 
breasting  its  flood  and  sabdning  it.  His  spirit  passed 
into  the  bull,  and  all  cattle.  He  tempered  the  heat  ot 
the  gnn,  and  drew  the  poison  from  the  moon.  The 
earth  became  his  bride,  under  the  name  of  Isis;  and 
bronght  forth  Horua,  and  the  order  of  equal  times,  and 
tiiDB  man  was  benefited  and  the  earth  made  habitable. 
Upon  thie,bis  brother  Sethis,  who  represented  '  evil,'  as 
Onria  did '  good,'  sought  his  destruction,  and  caused  him 
to  be  hated  and  pat  to  death.  He  was  buried,  and  rose 
^n,  and  became  the  jndge  of  the  dead.  And  this 
legend  or  fable  is  the  foundation,  noble  Sesostris,  of  our 
ojthology.  The  sun,  moon,  Nile,  animals,  and  vegeta- 
bits  even,  are  regarded  as  sacred,  therefore,  because  the 
■pirit  or  soul  of  Osiris  had  been  infused  into  them,  to 
change  them  from  evil  to  good.  Thus  one  god  is  wor- 
^ipoed  throngh  visible  objects,  which  he  has  coreecra- 
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ted, — ol)ject8  once  his  temples  and  abodes  ;  tor,  says  tUt 
Bacred  record,  he  had  to  enter  into  every  tiling  whicli  he 
restored  to  the  use  of  man." 

"The  mythology  of  Egypt,"  I  said,  "is  at  once  re- 
lieved, O  prince,  from  the  charge  of  grossness  and  mt- 
perstition  which  lias  been  attached  to  it.  I  can  now 
understand  more  clearly  your  system  of  religion." 

"The  mysteries  of  our  religion  are  still  unfathomft> 
ble,"  answered  Remeses.  "  It  is  doubtful  if  they  tit 
fully  comprehended  by  the  priests.  In  the  mnltiplici^ 
and  diversity  of  objects  of  worship  I  am  often  confonnd- 
ed,  and  it  is  a  relief  to  me  to  pass  by  all  material  fonqi 
of  Osiris,  and  send  my  mind  upward  only  to  him> 
self!" 

"  That  is  a  noble  conception,  great  prince,"  I  said, 
admiring  the  lofty  and  almost  divine  expression  with 
which  this  pure  sentiment  lighted  up  his  fine  coonte* 
nance. 

"  But  the  people  of  Egypt  are  not  able  to  comprehend 
Deity  except  through  visible  forms ;  and,  in  order  to 
convey  an  impression  of  the  abstract  notions  men  form 
of  the  attributes  of  Deity,  it  will  always  be  neceaaary. 
perhaps,  to  distinguish  them  by  some  fixed  reprceentu* 
tion ;  hence  the  figures  of  Osiris  under  the  varioue  formt 
in  which  he  is  worshipped,  of  Pthah,  of  Amun«  Neith, 
and  other  gods  and  goddesses,  were  invented  by  the  an* 
cient  priests  as  the  signs  of  the  various  attributes  of  the 
Deity.  And  as  the  subtlety  of  speculation  expanded 
the  simple  principles  of  our  mythology,  the  divine  na 
ture  was  divided  and  subdivided,  until  any  Uiing  which 
seemed  to  bear  any  analogy  to  it  was  deified,  received 
a  figure  or  form  as  a  god,  and  was  admitted  into  tlis 
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Pantheon  of  the  kingdom,  to  a  share  of  the  worship  of 
the  people." 

^  And  this  nicety  of  philosophical  speculation,'^  I  said, 
**  must  have  given  rise  to  the  several  grades  of  deities  in 
Egypt" 

^  Yes ;  the  gods  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  orders : 
each  with  its  system  of  priesthood  and  rituals." 

^  In  all  this,  I  see  you  give  no  divine  honors  to  de- 
parted heroes,"  1  remarked. 

^  No.  Our  gods  are  none  of  them  deified  men.  They 
are  not  like  Bacchus,  and  Hercules,  and  other  of  the 
ancient  and  Syriac  deities,  who  were  human  heroes.  Our 
mythology  is  a  pure  spirituiLlism :  its  object.  Divinity, 
worshipped  by  emblems,  symbols,  signs,  figures,  and  rep- 
iTsentative  attributes." 

^  It  is  a  pantheism,  then,  rather  than  a  polytheism,"  J 
remarked. 

^  You  speak  justly,  Sesostris,"  he  said.  '^  The  figures 
df  our  gods,  which  you  see  hewn  in  marble,  painted  on 
temples,  standing  colossal  monoliths  in  the  entrance  of 
the  city,  are  but  vicarious  forms,  not  intended  to  be 
iooked  upon  as  real  divine  personages.  Not  a  child  in 
Egypt  believes  that  a  being  exists,  with  the  head  of  a 
bird  joined  to  the  human  form — as  the  statue  of  Thoth, 
with  tlie  ibis  head,  in  front  of  the  temple  ;  or  imder  the 
form  of  a  Cynoccphalus,  having  the  horns  of  the  moon 
upon  his  head;  or  as  the  goddess  Justice,  without  a 
bead  ;  or  a  bird  with  the  head  of  a  woman ;  or  a  god 
with  a  ram-headed  vulture's  head,  or  that  of  a  hawk, 
like  the  deity  Ilorus;  or  Anubis,  with  the  head  of  a 
dog.  Why  these  unnatural  forms  were  chosen  as  em- 
Uems  of  these  gods,  the  priests  fancifully  explain^  and 
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perhaps  in  many  cases  trulj.    They  are  all,  simply  per- 
aonifications  of  divine  attributes." 

^^  Abuses,"  I  remarked,  when  he  had  thus  eloquently 
spoken,  ^'  must  naturally  flow  from  such  representational 
and  these  emblems,  among  the  people,  soon  assume  the 
importance  of  the  divine  personages  to  which  they  ap- 
pertain.  The  mass  of  the  population  must  be  idolaters." 

^'You  speak  truly.  They  are.  The  distinction  be- 
tween tlie  image  and  the  idea  which  it  represents  is  too 
subtle  for  the  ignorant;  they  lose  sight  of  the  at> 
tribute,  by  filling  the  whole  horizon  of  their  minds  with 
its  image.  Thus  the  Egyptian  mind  is  clearly  more  and 
more  being  drawn  away  from  its  ancient  spiritual  wor- 
ship, to  a  superstitious  veneration  for  images,  which 
originally  were  intended  only  to  control  and  fix  atten- 
tion, or  to  represent  some  religious  tradition  or  idea  of 
divinity." 

^'Are  not  Apis,  the  sacred  bull,  at  Memphis,  and 
Mnevis  at  On,  regarded  as  gods  2"  I  asked. 

'^  Only  as  the  soul  of  Osiris.  The  bull  is  the  most 
powerful  animal  in  all  Egypt«  and  hence  a  type  of  the 
Deity.  But  this  subject,  my  dear  Sesostris,"  added  the 
prince,  with  a  fine  look  of  friendship,  '^  you  will  know 
more  of  by  and  by,  as  you  dwell  among  us.  I  wiU 
command  that  you  shall  have  every  facility  from  the 
priests,  and  also  from  the  philosophers  and  wise  men, 
in  your  fuilher  studies  of  our  people.  I  am  happj  to 
have  given  you  your  first  lesson  in  Egyptian  lore," 

^^  You  have  done  me  infinite  honor,  noble  RemeaeSy^ 
I  replied,  returning  with  gratitude  his  looks  of  kindness. 
"  I  hope  ere  long  so  to  profit  by  your  information  as  to 
understand  your  ancient  system  of  religion.     From  what 
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yoQ  bate  said,  I  perceive  that  it  stands  above  all  otben 
on  earth,  riglitly  interpreted ;  and  before  its  spiritual 
efiBence,  our  worship  in  Phoenicia — which  lis  chieflj  a 
anion  of  idolatry  and  Sabaeanism — is  pure  material- 
mn. 

At  this  moment  we  rose,  as  by  one  impulse,  and 
iralked  out  upon  the  terrace  to  enjoy  the  breeze  which 
was  waving  refreshingly,  to  our  eyes,  the  branches  of 
a  palm  that  stood  before  the  door.  The  day  was  in- 
tensely hot  In  the  shade  of  the  columns  on  the  square, 
many  of  the  citizens  had  gathered  for  shelter  from  the 
sun's  beams.  But  still  in  its  burning  heat  the  bondmen 
of  whom  I  have  spoken,  toiled  on,  with  their  burdens 
<tf  brick.  Not  far  off  were  a  score  under  one  task- 
master, who  stood  by  with  a  long  staff  with  which 
he  severely  beat  an  old  man,  who  had  sunk  to  the  earth 
onder  the  combined  heat  of  the  sun  and  the  weight  he 
was  compelled  to  bear.  My  heart  was  touched  at  once 
with  pity  and  indignation. 

^  What  unhappy  people  are  these,  O  prince,'^  I  said, 
•*  who  endure  such  heavy  labor?" 

**  Hebrews !"  he  answered,  haughtily  and  indifferently. 
**  Uast  thou  not  heard  of  these  bond-elavcs  of  our  land  ? 
They  have  been  in  Egypt  several  generations.  They 
build  our  cities,  our  walls,  our  canals.  They  number  tw 
millions,  and  are  the  hereditary  slaves  of  the  Pharaohs. 

**  To  what  circumstances  do  they  owe  their  captivity  ?'' 
I  asked« 

*'  If  it  will  interest  you,  my  Sesostris,"  he  said,  "  1  will 
at  another  time  relate  their  history.'' 

•*  It  will  gratify  me  to  listen  to  it,"  I  answered  **  I 
am  struck  with  the  Syriac  cast  of  their  features  ^ 
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^  Indeed !  Tliey  originally  came  from  Syria.  Do 
they  preserve  still  the  lineanienta  of  their  country  P 

'*  Strikingly  so,"  I  answered. 

We  now  walked  the  noble  terrace  together,  while  he 
pointed  out  to  me  tlie  prospect  from  it.  In  view  wat 
one  half  the  city,  and  the  dark  ^^  Lake  of  the  Dead/*  ot 
which  I  will  speak  hereatler ;  tlie  avenuee  of  sphinxes : 
the  gigantic  gateways  or  pylones  and  obelisks  on  the 
river;  and  the  mighty  Nile  itself,  flowing  like  an  evct' 
lengthening  sea  amid  tlie  fairest  sceueiy  of  eartli.  Re* 
posing  upon  its  bosom,  like  a  gigantic  floating  garden« 
was  visible  the  noble  isle  of  Rhoda,  decked  witli  gor 
geons  palaces, — one  of  wliich,  said  Remeses,  is  the 
favorite  home  of  his  royal  mother.  Still  beyond  this 
lovely  island  rose  from  the  water  the  gardens,  villasi 
palaces,  temples,  and  propyla  which  lay  between  Mem- 
phis  and  the  river;  while  the  city  of  Apis,  *Mhc  diadem 
of  Egypt,"  in  all  the  glory  of  architectural  majesty  and 
beauty,  reposed  on  thg  ]>Iaiii  beyond ;  the  luighty  pyn»> 
mids,  with  their  winged  temples  and  colossal  dromes  id 
sphinxes,  tilling  the  background  of  this  matchless  soene 

Four  affectionate  sen. 
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LETTER   IV. 

OiTT  OF  On. 

Dbab  jjtd  kotal  Mothkb  : 


I  AM  Btill  in  the  Citj  of  the  Son,  or  Rr,  as  I  Hud 
it  is  often  cmlled  by  the  Egyptians,  and  I  write  to  yon 
Gnom  the  palace  of  Remeses,  not  the  abode  which 
was  first  allotted  me,  but  in  apartments  in  his  own 
imperial  residence,  an  honored  sharer  of  his  table  and 
•ociety. 

Here,  in  a  samptuous  chamber,  the  walls  of  which  are 
intercolnmnar  panels,  enriched  by  paintings  on  gold  and 
bine  grounds,  tastefully  bordered  by  flowers  and  fruit,  I 
^nce  more  resume  my  pen  to  write  to  you  about  this 
wonderful  land. 

The  day  after  I  closed  my  last  letter,  dear  mother,  a 
high  officer  from  the  Queen  Aniense  alighted  from  his 
chariot  at  my  palace,  and  placed  in  my  hands  the  signet 
•M'  hi^  royal  mistress,  with  a  message  that  she  desired  me 
^^  be  presented  to  her. 

I  had  already  received  an  intimation  from  the  prince 
of  this  intended  honor,  and  had  made  myself  ready, 
heir^jC  attired,  when  the  messenger  came,  in  the  full  cos* 
torne  of  a  prince  of  Tyre,  save  the  golden  crown ,  instead 
of  which  I  wore  the  helmet-shaped  cap  of  Tynan  gold- 
thnrad«  which  was  presented  to  me  by  your  own  loved 
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handB.  Over  my  shoulders  I  clasped  the  cloak  of  T 
purple,  embroidered  by  the  hands  of  the  fair  pri 
Thamonda ;  and  instead  of  my  sword  I  held  agold-ti 
wand,  as  no  one  is  permitted  to  appear  before  the  <] 
with  arms.  These  wands  or  rods  are  carried  b 
Egyptians,  of  every  rank,  as  constant  companions 
their  value  and  beauty  are  regulated  by  the  posidoi 
wealth  of  the  person, — those  of  nobles  being  ti 
with  gold,  while  ivory,  ebony,  palm-wood,  and 
mon  woods,  are  the  materials  of  which  others  are  i 
Hie  rod  borne  by  me  was  a  present  from  Remeses 
near  the  burnished  gold  head  of  it  was  a  massive  ri 
great  price,  bearing  his  royal  cartouch,  in  which 
called  ^'  Remeses-Moses,  Son  of  Pharaoh's  Dauj 
and  Prince  of  Be^  Memphis,  and  Thebes,  Son  o 
god  Nilus,  and  Leader  of  the  Sacred  Hosts." 

There  stood  in  front  of  my  palace  three  chariots 
of  them  drawn  by  a  pair  of  beautifully  spotted  h 
while  to  the  third,  and  most  elegant,  were  ham 
four  snow-white  steeds.  A  burnished  shield  j 
above  the  gracefully  curved  back,  showed  that  it ' 
royal  chariot.  The  charioteer  was  a  Nubian,  we 
bracelets  of  gold,  as  well  as  otherwise  richly  attired, 
chariot  was  gorgeously  ornamented  at  the  sides 
ornaments  of  light  open-work.  It  was  lined  with 
son  silk,  which  was  visible  through  the  interstices  c 
open  carvings.  These  chariots  had  two  wheels 
pole  projected  from  the  middle  of  the  axle,  and 
bent  upwards  at  a  short  distance  from  the  body  o 
carriage.  At  the  end  of  the  pole  the  yoke  was  fast 
and  each  horse  attaclied  to  the  car  by  a  single  1 
f*ztending  on  his  inner  side  from  the  base  of  the  pc 
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lie.  I  noticed,  too,  tliat  the  heads  ot  the  Bpirited 
were  borne  up  tight  by  a  rein  made  fast  to  a 
I  front  of  the  saddle,  and  tlie  long  reins  passed 
i  a  loc»p  or  ring  at  the  side.  Also,  that  the  heads 
[lorses  were  adorned  with  lofty  plumes;  that  the 

was  ornamented  with  silver  and  gold,  or  bur- 
brass,  while  upon  their  bodies  were  housings  of 
St  elaborate  and  bepntiful  workmanship,  repre- 

roval  devices. 

of  tlie&c  superb  chariots  was  that  in  which  the 

officer  came.  In  the  other  sat  the  grand-cham- 
.  behind  his  charioteer.     The  third,  I  found,  was 

use.  Drawn  up,  hard  by,  there  were  not  less 
ircescore  footmen  of  the  queen's  guard,  who, 
r  theniBelves  from  the  door,  paid  me  the  lowest 
ce  as  I  passed  to  my  chariot,  at  the  side  of 
stood  the  venerable  and  stately  grand-chamber- 

a^ist  me  to  enter  it. 

e  was  no  seat ;  for  the  Egyptians  stand  in  their 
s,  as  a  more  dignified  and  commanding  attitude, — 
m  probably  derived  from  the  necessity  of  doing 
heir  war- chariots,  in  order  to  combat  I  have, 
•r,  seen  three  or  four  very  light  and  elegant 
e-chariots,  in  which   ladies   of  high  rank  were 

but  one  only  in  each.  But  when  tlie  queen 
»he  stands  upon  a  dais  in  her  chariot,  and,  as 
bonie  at  speed  by  six  horses  harnessed  abreast, 

the  air  and  port  of  a  flying  goddess.    The  eyea 
subjects  follow  her  as  if  she  were  a  meteor,  and 
^er  her  with  admiration  and  awe. 
day  wafc  bright,  as  it  always  is  in  Egypt,  with  a 
m  s*m.     It  lighted  up  the  long  lines  of  palaces 
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where  dwelt  pneste  aiid  nobles,  illumiued  the  propjU 
of  the  temples  buriiibhed  the  lakes,  gilded  the  obelukii 
and  flooded  the  whole  City  of  die  Sun  with  magnifi* 
eence ; — for  there  is  u  splendor  and  glory  in  the  anwmhin^ 
of  Egypt  unknown  in  other  lands,  the  result  of  the 
purity  of  the  crystalline  atmosphere. 

My  charioteer  dashed  onward  as  if  great  speed  wm&  s 
royal  pace.  I^efore  me  ran  f(K»tme;.  with  wands  clear 
iii^  the  avenue,  and  behind  came  the  swift*footed  re- 
tainers, while  on  each  side  of  me  rolled  the  two 
''iitiriots.  Acherres,  my  secretary,  rode  near  upon  aa 
Arabian  courser;  and  his  superb  seat  in  the  saddle 
:iTiJ  hiH  miu«terly  liorM*iuanship  drew  the  applause  ot 
the  KgyptianK  who  are  better  charioteers  that  hone* 
men. 

After  a  dashiiitr  ride  of  a  mile,  we  entered  a  Tatt 
4f|uare  wliich  1  had  not  before*  soen  It  extended  two 
tliou^aiKi  feet  i*u('h  wav.  In  the  centre  was  a  calm  lake 
i)uskiii<^  in  tlu*  >ui)hliiiie.  Around  this  lake  was  a  bot^ 
d**r  *»f  palin-trcM's,  tluMi  a  bordiT  of  orange-treee  filled 
'.vith  ^in^iIlg  I'irds,  wliilo  in  th(*ir  shade  walked  gronpi 
«>f  handsomely  attiriMl  po«>ple,  and  children  enjoyed  them* 
M^*lvc'8  in  play.  I'pon  t!ie  lake,  ornamented  pleaaiire  gal- 
U  Xf  were  mi^vin^  in  various  «liri*(*ti(»nti,  and  a  spirit  ol 
I'lijoyiiient  ]K*rvadi*d  the  whole  scene.  Around  tlua  grand 
^tpiare  with  its  <*entral  lake  were  arranged  as  follows :  on 
the  mirth  side  a  superb  colonnade  of  s<*ulptured  colamni^ 
forming  the  facade  of  the  Temple  of  Mnevis,  the  sacred 
ox  of  On,  at  the  gate  or  propyla  of  which  cionched  two 
KphinxtH.  with  majestic  human  heads.  On  the  west  side 
was  a  vast  paved  area,  in  the  c(*n!i(*  of  which  towered 
the  obelisk  of  Thothmos  the  Great   This  area  is  iuclosed 
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b;  Uiw  royal  ariuury,  aa  edifice  expruaaive  oi  streogtb 
aiiil  gnndeor  in  its  maaeive  and  warlike  proportiooa. 
Ou  the  east  ia  a  pyramid  two  liundred  I'eet  higli, 
in  IJoot  of  which  two  Bphinzes  with  heads  of  women 
and  bodies  of  birds  repoae,  wliile  on  eacli  side  ezteode  a 
range  of  noble  pyloaea  opening  into  avenoea  that  lead 
to  interior  courts.  This  singular  edifice  is  the  temple 
of  Be,  and  eometimee  gives  its  name  to  the  city,  Re 
being  also  another  name  for  the  sun.  On  the  fourth 
■ode  erf  this  stupeDdoos  area  rises  a  grand  palace,  which 
oocnpiea  the  whole  space  of  the  breadth  of  the  square. 
I  can  only  describe  the  front  of  this  royal  palace  by 
-epreeeotiiig  it  as  a  city  of  columns,  interspaced  at 
.'^ular  intervals  by  noble  propyla,  which,  in  their  turn, 
ar«  Bculptnred  and  adorned  in  such  profusion  as  to 
t/evilder  the  eye  with  forms  of  beauty.  Two  sphinxes 
of  colossal  proportions,  with  tlie  bodies  of  lions  and  the 
beads  of  beantiful  women  wearing  double  crowns, 
goard  the  entrance  to  this  august  palace.  ni>on  the 
terrace,  to  which  a  flight  of  broad  steps  ascended, 
■tood  the  royal  guard  of  the  pakce  like  etatnes,  each  of 
the  one  hondred  Theban  soldiere  leaning  upon  bis  spear . 
with  bia  oval  shield  resting  against  his  aide. 

We  drove  up  in  front,  and  between  the  heads  of  tlit 
•phinxes  I  alighted.  The  moment  I  did  bo,  the  Thebau 
^nard  stood  to  their  arms,  and  their  captain,  with  a 
glittering  helmet  upon  hie  head  and  holding  his  sword 
io  his  faaod  revertted,  descended  to  receive  me.  Escorted 
by  him,  and  followed  by  the  gnind^chamberlain,  I 
■accnded  to  the  terrace  saluted  by  the  guard  with  the 
boiM»*  paid  to  royalty.  The  terrace  was  surrounded 
with  the  statues  of  the  kingo  of  this  dynasty,  and  of  the 
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Tbeban  Pliaraobs;  but  tbe  PbcBniciau  Pbaraohs  art) 
not  DOW  numbered  among  tbe  kings  of  Egypt.  The 
terrace  led  into  a  circular  ball  wbicb  was  ricbly  carved, 
gilded,  and  painted  witb  bistoric  scenes,  battle-pieces 
and  naval  combats.  Conspicuous  upon  a  panel,  directlj 
in  front  of  tbe  entrance,  was  tbe  representation  of  the 
expulsion  of  tbe  Sbepberd  Kings  from  Memphis.  In  the 
faces  of  the  monarchs  Am^cis  and  Amunophis,  the  im- 
mediate ancestors  of  Princo  Remeses,  I  see  no  reeem- 
blance  to  him.  His  style  of  face  is  wholly  different 
from  tbe  heroes  of  tbe  dynasty  to  wbicb  be  belongs.  His 
features  have  a  nobler  cast,  and  seem  to  belong  to  a  man 
of  a  higher  intellectual  development,  and  no  doubt  he  is 
superior  to  all  other  Egyptians ;  for,  young  as  he  is,  his 
name  is  already  associated  witb  all  that  is  wise,  and 
great,  and  true. 

The  entablature  of  tbe  next  ball  we  entered  was  a 
wonderful  sculpture.  It  represented  a  circle  of  beau- 
tiful girls  chained  together  by  wreaths  of  flowers,  and 
witb  interlaced  arms,  bending  over  and  smiling  down 
upon  those  in  tbe  hall,  each  extending  a  hand  holding  a 
vase.  There  was  a  unity  of  design  in  tlie  whole  of  the 
interior  of  this  adytum  or  presence-chamber,  with  the 
distribution  of  light  and  the  groups  of  figures  shown  by 
it  on  tbe  walls,  that  surpassed  any  apartment  I  had  yet 
seen.  As  I  entered  this  enchanted  ball,  the  martial 
music  wbicb  bad  bailed  me  as  I  came  into  the  outei 
vestibule  ceased,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  most  ravish- 
ing soimds  of  Instrumental  music  from  an  unseen  souica 
I  would  have  lingered,  but  there  advanced  a  beantifdl 
youth,  all  clad  in  gold  and  purple,  it  seemed  to  me,  8C 
ricbly  was  be  attired,  who  said : 


ifliuxL  m  Bonmiai. 


"The  queen  desires  me  to  conduct  the  noble  Prince 
of  T^re  to  her  presence." 

I  followed,  and  before  him  opened,  as  if  b;  their 
own  Tolltion,  a  pair  of  two-leaved  doors  of  ivory,  inlaid 
with  emeralds.  The  throne-rooKi  Btood  before  me^lf 
ail  Bpartment  a  ihonBand  feet  acroes  may  be  termed  a 
room,  I  stood  at  the  tJireahold  of  a  chamber  Ban'oundfil 
by  columna  ninety  feet  high.  A  guard  of  soldiers,  in 
rilv«i  cuirasses  and  helmets  covered  with  silken  scarf's, 
inclosed  the  space.  An  avenue  of  statues  of  the  gods, 
in  the  centre,  led  for  eight  hundred  feet  to  the  tlirone. 
AloDg  thia  avenue  was  arranged  a  brilliant  array  of 
officers,  in  armor  and  uniforms  of  the  most  dazzling 
docription,  to  which  every  color  and  every  precious 
metal  contributed,  while  helm  and  cuirass,  of  those 
highest  in  rank,b1azed  with  jewels.  I  advanced,  led  by 
the  beautiful  page,  in  whose  fine  black  eyes  and  long 
laehes,  arched  brow  and  aquiline  nose,  I  recognized  the 
now  well-known  lineaments  of  the  Hebrew  race.  He 
moved  with  his  eyea  cast  down.  I  experienced,  my  dear 
"lother,  at  a  public  reception  so  august,  not  a  little  em- 
''Arrassment ;  but  I  repressed  it,  and  endeavored  to  re- 
■^eive  theee  honors,  at  the  greatest  court  on  earth,  with 
me  ease  and  self-command  that  became  my  rank.  Aj 
1  ilrew  near  the  throne  the  scene  increased  in  magnifi- 
-ence.  At  length  two  statues  of  Osiris  and  leis  termi- 
uted  the  vista  I  had  traversed ;  and  I  saw  before  me  the 
•liwne  of  Egypt,  one  hundred  feet  in  front,  in  the  centre 
of  a  space  one  half  a  stadium  in  diameter,  and  elevated 
upon  a  daia  or  platform  of  variegated  marble,  twelve 
leet  from  the  floor.  This  noble  platform  was  square, 
*^  at  each  of  the  four  comers  crouched  a  lion,  re 
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spectively  with  the  head  of  an  eagle,  a  608-draguD  (no 
doubt,  a  fabulous  mouBter),  a  bull,  and  a  man— alli 
iiguree  repreBenting  the  four  kingdoms  of  the  air,  the 
sea,  the  earth,  and  the  intellect  or  sool.  These  fov 
colossal  beasts  faced  inward,  towards  the  throne,  to  rig- 
nify  that  they  beheld  in  its  occupant  their  miatraaB  and 
sovereign.  Upon  their  heads  were  crowna,  namely,  €t 
Thebes,  Memphis,  Re,  and  Ethiopia. 

Tlie  platform,  u]>on  the  angles  of  wliich  crouched 
thoHe  majestic  ti^ures,  was  ascended  by  four  flighti  d 
8to])S  of  red  Syene  stone,  inlaid  with  precious  »toiiea 
Tlicre  were  seven  steps  to  each  ascent,  representing  the 
seven  mouths  of  the  Nile  by  which  the  land  of  Egypt  ii 
approached.  These  symbols  were  subsequently  ex- 
plained  to  me  by  Kemcscs ;  but  I  describe  them  now, 
as  I  may  not  apiin  have  an  opportunity  of  so  dmng 
in  the  varied  scenes  and  subjects  that  challenge  mi 
attention. 

In  the  midst  of  this  elevation,  rising  island4ike  in  the 
centre  of  the  '^  Hall  of  the  Pharaohs,*'  stood  the  tbrons 
itself.  It  was  separated  from  every  object  in  solitaiy 
splendor,  a  space  of  many  yards  being  left  on  all  sides 
of  the  i^olished  floor,  in  the  brilliancy  of  which  not 
onlv  the  throne  itself,  but  the  heads  of  the  four 
sjihinxes,  were  reflet^ted.  How  shall  I  jrivc  you,  dear 
mother,  a  just  conception  of  the  throne-chair  ?  It  was 
of  the  purest  ivory,  carved  with  wonderful  l>cauty.  The 
simple  grandeur  of  its  form  and  material  was  nK>re 
impresnive  than  tlie  most  (rorgcous  display  of  gilding 
aii<l  pn;i'ious  stones.  Its  shape  was  not  unlike  that  of  e 
chariot,  the  back  curving  gracefully  over  tlic  head  of 
the  occu(iajit,  and  terminating  in  an  expanded  canopj  of 
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Itiiien,  all  of  ivorj,  jet  m>  thin  and  delicately  execBted 
ihu  tl)ey  waT«d  in  tiie  eootb  breete  that  erirred  throng 
^e  liall.  Tliid  chariot-shaped  throne  rested  opoo  tbe 
biMii^  of  two  Nigritiaa  lion-leopards  a(  Khodian  marble, 
between  which  three  steps  sficeoded  to  the  seat  ot  the 
chair,  l^e  Beat  was  a  single  pearl,  a  gift  from  lita 
Queea  of  Ind  to  Aniunupbia  the  Gre&l,  tbe  father  of 
Anien§e. 

The  footstool  of  this  beauiifnl  throne  was  a  ain^  oaja^ 
gtune  in  a  border  of  gold,  standing  upon  does'  feet,  tmdi 
of  irliich  was  a  mby.  The  carpet  before  the  throne  was 
woven  of  the  plamage  of  the  binl-of'parsdise  inter- 
mrnnled  with  that  of  birds  of  India  and  Arabia,  o) 
liireiB  colors.  Skins  of  lions  and  leopards,  fringed 
villi  gold-thread,  lay  npon  the  mirror-like  floor  <^  the 
dais,  from  the  footstool  to  the  steps  which  deecended 
from  the  platform,  or  no  footstep  conld  hare  croaaed  it, 
*o  high  was  the  polish  of  the  marble  Bnrface. 

High  above  the  throne  was  a  canopy  of  blue  silk  ex 
tiding  over  the  whole  dais,  and  representing  the  Bigna 
of  the  heavens  when  Amense  was  bom,  with  the  pre- 
iidiDg  constellation  delineated  in  its  vertical  podtion. 
[ffiagine  this  court  of  the  throne,  a  peristyle  of  aqiuuna> 
rine  and  white  columns,  with  capitals  cuved  in  imita> 
l>oa  of  flowers,  and  the  shafts  enriched  by  painting  and 
Kulptnre ;  surround  it  with  gorgeously  attired  coordets, 
their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  queen ;  behold  at  the  steps 
of  the  dais  the  highest  officers  <^  her  court,  awaiting 
*ith  looks  of  homage.  On  each  side  of  the  throne 
iteelt  stand  the  two  military  princes  of  her  realm,  one 
vho  commands  her  armies,  the  other  her  navies.  Tliey 
ve  in  the  full  costume  of  their  high  rank,  and  ^ttn 
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with  jewels.  Behind  the  throne,  near  two  stately  figures 
representing  Tmth  and  Justice,  is  a  brilliant  guard  of 
honor,  called  ^^  pages  of  the  throne-room,^'  who  are  sons 
of  nobles,  and  whose  place  in  public  is  always  near  the 
person  of  the  qneen.  Their  hands  are  so  laden  with 
rings  that  they  appear  rather  like  a  chain  of  gold  and 
iewels  held  therein.  They  wear  orange-colored  jewelled 
bonnets  and  necklaces,  and  carry  bine  wands  tipped 
with  pearls. 

I  have  now  described,  dear  mother,  all  the  eztemali 
of  the  scene  into  which  I  was  presented,  in  order  that 
yon  may  form  some  idea  of  the  glory  and  majesty  of  this 
court,  and  the  style  of  its  magnificent  monarchs.  I  will 
now  come  to  the  central  person,  around  whom  is  gath- 
ered all  this  courtly  splendor  and  architectural  grandeur. 

As  I  advanced  towards  the  steps  of  tlie  dais,  two  chief 
officers  in  flowing  linen  robes,  and  wearing  chains  of 
gold  about  their  necks,  drew  near,  when  my  Hebiew 
page  fell  back,  giving  them  place. 

One  of  these  dignified  personages  said  to  me  in  pur^ 
Syriac,  for  the  Egyptians  are  learned  in  all  polite 
tongues — 

"  We  are  sent  to  lead  you  to  the  foot  of  the  stain  of 
the  four  kingdoms." 

Tliey  placed  tbemselvos  one  on  each  side  of  me,  and 
as  I  came  to  the  seven  stops,  to  my  great  joy  I  beheld 
prince  Remesee  descending  them  to  welcome  and  re- 
ceive me;  for  the  majesty,  and  glory,  and  magnifi- 
cence,  and  novelty  of  the  whole  scene  had  neariy 
overwhelmed  me  with  awe:  indeed,  I  felt  as  if  verfly 
advancing  into  the  presence  of  the  enthroned  OtouB 
himself 
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The  prince  looked  more  Btrikinglj-  noble  tliau  in  mj 
tirfit  interview.  He  was  attired  with  tlie  utmost  rJcli- 
octs,  and  looked  the  persotiification  of  kingly  digaitj. 
fl«  was  Duw  dJBtisguigbed  by  tbe  aiuplitade  of  hia 
robes,  and  their  ^Deness,  and  a  girdle  ornament^  with 
the  ur<mi»  or  rojal  serpent.  All  his  gaiiuente  were  of 
tlie  lightest  and  tineitt  material,  inetead  of  the  heavy  and 
coetlj  Btofifi  which  form  the  robes  of  state  in  Fhceuicia 
and  Aeeyria ;  for,  as  my  own  embroidered  and  heavy 
numtle  showed  me,  eucli  material  would  be  out  of  place 
in  this  clime  of  perennial  eummer.  He  wore  a  gorgeoua 
vesture  embroidered  with  leaves,  and  a  silken  sash 
woDod  abont  his  body,  after  the  fashion  of  ancient 
Egyptian  princes,  which  sash  was  divided  into  three  dif- 
ferent folds,  over  which  foil  his  upper  garment  of  fine 
Pertd&n  cloth,  with  long  sleevea,  also  embroidered.  The 
distingaishiug  mark  of  his  rank,  as  a  prince  and  "  son," 
and  which  hung  down  the  side  of  his  face,  was  the 
badge  of  the  god  Horns,  terminating  in  a  fringe  of  gold, 
of  a  fashion  worn  only  by  this  dynasty.  With  this 
badge  was  entwined  hie  braided  lock  of  hair,  of  which  1 
have  before  spoken.  This  costume  ia  arbitrary,  and  may 
Dot  be  changed,  as  the  laws  regulate  it  for  king,  priest 
and  people  ;  therefore  do  I  so  particularly  describe  it. 

With  grace  and  dignity  he  sainted  me  before  the 

'hole  court,  saying,  "  Noble  prince,  with  pleasure  I 

present  you  to  my  mother  the  queen.     She  ia  already 

lirepoeseseed  in  yonr  favor,  and  welcomes  you  to  her 

wiurt  with  distinctions  becoming  tbe  heir  to  tlie  throne 

I        ul  Phcenicia,  and  our  royal  cousin." 

I  I  bowed  in  recognition  of  this  courtesy,  and  BcmesG« 

I        l«king  my  hand,  led  me  np  the  steps  of  the  dais.     The 
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Queen  Amense^  seated  upon  her  ivory  throne,  awaited 
my  approach.  Kemeses,  leading  me  to  within  three 
pacee  of  her  footstool,  said,  with  a  low  obesiance  of  imn- 
gled  filial  reverence  and  princely  homage, — 

^  Mother  and  queen  I  I  introduce  to  yoor  court.  Be- 
soetris,  Prince  of  Tyre  1"  * 

I  also  did  profound  obeisance  to  the  majesty  of  the 
presence  near  which  I  stood,  and  then  fixed  my  eyf« 
upon  the  mighty  potentate  about  to  address  me,  and 
presented  to  her  your  original  letter. 

As  she  opened  it,  I  observed  her  face.    I  beheld  be^ 
fore  me  a  woman  of  noble  aspect,  with  rich  brown  hair, 
slightly  silvered,  worn  with  severe  plainness  acroaa  her 
temples.     Iler  face  was  still  beautiful,  though  fifty- 
three  yeai's  had  passed  over  her  head,  but  it  was  marked 
with  lines  of  thought  and  care.     Wliat  her  fine  features 
had  lost  in  beauty,  they  had  gained  in  majesty.    Thejr 
recalled  those  of  tlie  statue  of  Astarte,  in  the  temple  of 
the  Moon   at  Sidon;   and,  in  truth,  her  air  and   port 
would  have  becorno  a  goddess.     Her  eyes  were  the  color 
of  her  hair — a  rich  sunny  brown,  like  tliat  of  the  Syrian 
women  of  Damascus ;  and  is  slie  not,  by  descent  through 
^phtlia,  the  daughter  ot  tlie  last  Phoenician  Pharaoh 
allied  to  the  royal   line  of  Syro-Phoinicia?     I   never 
lieheld  a   countenance    so    dignified,   yet    so    benign 
LLer  eyes  are  piercing,  and  imperial  in  their  glance 
and  she  carries  her  superb  head  with  a  consciousncsB  of 
dominion.    I  did  not  marvel  longer  at  her  vast  pc»wer 
over  her  subjects,  and  their  submission,  as  well  as  thai 
of  the  kingdoms  around  her,  to  the  rule  ot  her  wilL 

Upon  her  head  she  wore  the  double  diadem  of  tLo 
Thebaid  and  Memphis,  symbol  that  the  sovereigntj  M 
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Upper  and  Lower  E^ypt  v  voBled  in  har  fvmmt,  Tlie 
inner  crown  was  a  graoefol  oonical  bcmn^of  iHiite  all^ 
•own  with  pearis  and  lined  with  doth  of  aQrer,  tenni- 
oating  in  a  knob,  like  a  p<Hn^nmate  bod,  wludi  k  the 
emblem,  I  bdieve,  of  Upp^  ^S7P^  '^^  outer  crown, 
which  is  similar  to  that  worn  by  die  Phamirian  Fha- 
raohsy  is  a  rich  band  of  gold,  fiiced  with  doth  of  gold  and 
lined  with  red  sQk,  red  being  the  special  cdor  of  Lower 
Egypt  as  white  is  of  Upper.  This  crown  is  opoi  at  die 
top,  and  is  pat  on  over  the  other;  and  the  two  wen 
together  form  a  diadem  of  beaotj  and  g^oiy. 

About  her  neck  die  qneen  wore  a  nedJaee  of  predoos 
Btones,  the  clasp  of  which  was  a  vultnie,  hig  neck  encir- 
cled by  an  asp,  on  which  he  was  trampling— embl^n  oi 
the  goddess  Mant,  mother  of  Isis.    She  was  dressed  in  a 
vestment  of  Persian  gauze  of  silk,  of  the  purest  white- 
ness and  of  the  fineness  of  mist,  and  a  green  vestnre 
enriched  with  gold  and  blue  needlework,  reaching  be- 
low the  waist  and  secured  by  a  girdle  blazing  with  dia- 
monds.   Long  robes  descended  to  her  feet,  of  those 
most   beautiful    patterns  and    rare  colors  which  the 
looms  of  Damascus  produce  only  for  royal  wearers,  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  which  years  are  consumed.   Care- 
lesely  over  one  shoulder  was  thrown  a  Persian  shawl, 
one  like  which  is  only  made  in  a  lifetime,  and  would 
^ny  a  king's  ransom.    The  monarchs  of  Egypt  thus  can 
command  with  their  wealth,  dear  mother,  what  othei 
^iigB  can  only  sigh  for  and  envy. 

She  did  not  rise  to  receive  me,  but  when  I  would 
^ve  kneeled  at  her  footstool,  she  bended  forward  and 
toiiched  my  hand  with  her  jewelled  right  hand,  which  1 
reverently  raised  to  ray  lips  and  forehead.    She  would 
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not  Buffer  me  to  kneel,  but  made  me  stand  on  one  aide 
of  her,  while  Kemeees  stood  on  her  right,  and  proceeded 
to  afik  me  a  variety  of  questions.  She  uttered  her  inter- 
rogatories with  grace  and  benignity.  She  expressed 
her  gratification  at  seeing  me  at  her  court — trusted  I 
would  find  Egypt  so  agreeable  that  I  shoidd  remain  a 
long  time  her  guest — asked  after  your  health  and  wel- 
fare, and  desired  me  to  convey  to  you  the  expression  of 
her  esteem  for  you,  and  her  desire  that  the  friendly 
relations  now  existing  between  the  two  courts  miiy  be 
strengthened  by  my  visit  She  was  also  pleased  to  say, 
that  every  opportunity  should  be  afforded  me  for  seeing 
Egypt,  and  that  if  I  desired  to  visit  Kamac  and  Luxor, 
and  the  temples  and  cities  of  the  Thebaid,  she  would 
furnish  me  with  galleys. 

To  all  this  exceeding  kindness  and  courtesy,  my  dear 
mother,  I  returned,  as  you  may  be  sure,  appropriate 
acknowledgments ;  and  after  some  further  conversation, 
m  which  Prince  Remeses  took  part,  the  audience  termi* 
nated :  but  only  to  introduce  a  spectacle,  such  as  I  had 
no  conception  was  in  reserve — the  review  of  her  army 
of  chariots  and  horsemen,  on  the  parade  of  the  palace. 

But  I  must  reserve  my  description  of  this  scene  to  a 
subsequent  letter.    Till  then,  I  remain, 

Boyal  and  dear  mother. 

Your  faithful 

SESOSTBia. 


LETTEB    T. 


L 


tbt  feebleoees  cf  langnafc  woald  aduL  ht  ywB»- 

doD  to  the  Qaeeo  Amoise,  and  d^  BfHanim*  vi  b« 
court  and  palace.  In  Syria  ve  ha^e  bo  ^]f)T<»ei  ^dos 
Egyptian  magnificence,  nnleae  h  m  u>  be  fonsd  a  lad- 
iDor,  the  city  of  the  Eophiatea  euuain.  vUc^  traireSes 
call  t  sin^e  temple  the  size  of  a  dij !  TW  peeaSarar 
<^  Egrptian  architecture  is  tcct  soikiii^.  It  hac  as  air 
''f  ponderoDB  majeetr — being,  in  all  hs  propoiTioiMk  o- 
I'Wal.  fet  this  maesiTe  sqtect  ie  idiered  by  dia^i^ 
uie  Etose  and  marble  in  the  most  graee^nl  line^  and  cs- 
Rehing  with  scnlptnre,  either  in  relief  or  inta^kk.  the 
iDunenBe  enr&cee  of  their  gigantic  eolomns  az>d  enor- 
^('Qs  propyla.  In  all  the  templea  and  palaeee  I  hare 
J*t  Been  here,  two  species  of  oolnnm  chiefly  preTail — 
^"■e  of  vhich.  this  being  the  most  ancient  style,  is  Anted 
^<^  composed  of  a  single  shaft,  with  a  capital  in  the 
^P«  of  an  opening  pomegranate,  the  reflexed  edge 
wing  an  imitation  of  the  opened  flower  of  the  lotns, 
•''d  presenting  a  gracefnl  object  to  the  eye.  "Die  other 
"""flUnn,  introdnced  by  the  present  dynasty,  is  alway- 


/^ 
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coluesal ,  but  its  massivenefis  is  relieved  by  bciug  stn- 
ated,  which  gives  the  mass  the  appearance  of  being 
composed  of  united  stems,  and  increased  by  hori- 
zontal belts  or  bands  cut  in  the  stone,  which  seem  to 
tie  diem  togetiier  under  the  capital  and  in  the  middle. 
Just  above  the  square  or  round  plinth,  the  base  of  the 
sliaft  itself  is  rounded  and  adorned  with  leaves,  which 
gives  it  the  appearance  of  growing  up  from  the  plinth. 
You  can  judge  of  the  combined  grandeur  and  grace  o( 
such  columns,  dear  mother,  by  imagining  several  bmb 
of  the  rose  of  Palestine  set  like  cups,  one  upon  the  other, 
and  upon  the  top  of  all  a  lotus-flower,  and  the  whole 
magnified  to  ninety  or  a  hundred  feet  in  height^  and 
converted  into  Syene  stone. 

On  the  abacus  of  the  colunrns,  which  form  so  proni- 
oent  and  universal  a  feature  in  Egyptian  architectoie, 
rests  a  broad  but  siuiple  architrave,  usually  sculp 
tured  with  hien^glyphies  iUustrating  subjects  connected 
with  the  deity  of  the  temple,  or  the  occupant  of  the 
palace  which  they  ad(»rn.  Tlie  upper  edge  of  it  is  oftea 
occupied  by  a  row  of  the  sacred  serpent,  urmus.  The 
boldness  and  breadrh  of  the  cornice  supplies  the  want 
•^f  a  iK'dimcnt — flat  roof^  being  used  in  this  coantiT« 
when  used  at  alU  where  rain  is  scarcely  known,  anJ 
where  snow  was  never  seen. 

Tlie  porticos  and  facades  present  double  and  tnpl^ 
r>»ws  of  column8«  hut  seldom  are  they  found  on  the  tida^ 
or  around  the  tem]>let«,   as  at  Daniascas  and  Tadmor*. 
The  circular  arenas  in  the  citv,  which  I  have  described 
in  a  firmer  letter,  wore  nf»t  temples  but  colonnades,  nnd 
thi'se  co1uinn*incloscHl  s(|naros  an*  the  introduction  of 
Queen  Amensi*.  and  arc  <»iily  found  at  On.     Usually  the 
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great  liues  of  Eg^ptus  edi£oee  ara  i 

temple*  are  qaadr&ngleB,  with  aveimei  af  ni^tyJi 

nteading  from  pylon  to  pjlan  in  s  meeewtM  of  ti 

eoiuia — these  series  of  rut  tad  i 

eomedmee  extending  half  s  mile,  their  an 

bj  ephiuzes  aitd   colnmoa  altcznstdlj,  oatil  Ae  pitf 

lane  of  the  temple,  to  which  they  axe  t2w  Tf '■^.  ■ 

reached. 

For  colmonB,  I  hare  eeeo  in  the  tei^ife  of  dit  Mcrad 
ci-MsETis,  coloeeal  figures  of  Oebii,  or  cf  aom^M 
witii  the  attiibutee  of  Osirifi.  Tbese  Onride  pillazB  an 
often  thirty  feet  in  heighL  Upon  mr  mind  they  pr» 
dnce  an  unpleaaing  effect.  The  impresEifin  b  as  if  the 
god  was  bronght  into  the  eerrice  of  man  as  a  filare,  to 
uphold  his  temples,  though  I  believe  they  do  not  bear 
Uf  portion  of  the  Bnperincnmbent  weight  But  one 
cumot  behold  a  row  of  theee  mi^ty  men  d  stone  witb- 
ont  an  emotion  of  awe.  The  general  tone  of  the  tem 
plet  and  palaces  betrays  the  pyramid  as  their  type. 
Tile  walls  eloping  on  the  oatside  as  if  the  lower  section 
of  a  pyramid,  give  to  the  edifices  of  E^ypt  that  exprea- 
«on  of  self-repoeing  and  immovable  stability  which  be- 
lon^  to  the  pyramidal  form.  The  whole  effect  is  in  the 
'ligheet  degree  snblime,  and  at  once  sabdoes  and  ele- 
vates my  mind  as  I  gaze.  The  scale  of  architecture  is 
^  Tiat,  that  even  the  iDBtimerable  Bcalptnred  objecta 
"J  vluch  walls,  columns,  and  entablataiee  are  oot* 
'ifed,  do  not  interfere  with  the  grandenr  of  the  whole 
^wt  Moreover,  the  heavineBe  which  wonld  adhere  to 
mch  maeeive  edifices  in  Syria,  disappears  when  they  are 
W6Q  tbrongh  the  cryBtalline  medium  of  this  Egyptian 
"nw^here. 
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There  is  another  peculiarity,  my  dear  mother,  of  Egyp- 
tian architecture,  which  no  one  can  contemplate  withoat 
an  increasing  impression  of  awe.  I  allude  to  the  dro> 
mos,  or  double  row  of  sphinxes — ^figures  of  which  I  have 
already  spoken,  and  of  which  we  have  no  idea  in  Syria 
though  an  Assyrian  noble  whom  I  met  in  Sidon,  de 
scribed  to  me  reposing  colossi  with  majestic  heads  ot 
kings  and  bodies  of  lions,  as  guarding  the  approach  to 
the  temples  of  the  gods  of  his  country.  Such  mysterious 
compounds  of  the  human  form  with  a  Uon  or  a  ram, 
denoting  the  union  of  intellect  with  strength,  are  to  b« 
encountered  here  before  every  temple.  These  avenues 
of  sphinxes,  in  profound  repose  and  with  a  grave  and 
serious  aspect,  are  usually  entered  through  a  lofty  gate- 
way or  pylon,  before  which  are  seated  gigantic  figures 
of  gods,  or  stand  obelisks  of  granite,  placed  in  pairs,  and 
richly  and  elaborately  sculptured  with  hieroglyphics. 
Tlirough  such  a  gateway  and  avenue,  I  approached  the 
city  of  On.  A  day  or  two  ago  I  was  in  a  temple  dedi* 
cated  to  the  god  Horus,  son  of  Osiris  and  Isis.  Upon  the 
pylon  was  inscribed  a  sun,  supported  by  two  aspe  with 
outspread  wings — the  emblem  of  Hor-hat,  the  good 
genius  of  Egypt — and  hence  to  be  found  everywhere 
represented.  It  is  this  which  is  erroneously  called,  by 
oorne  travellers,  a  winged  globe.  In  the  entrance,  this 
go<l  was  pictured  with  the  head  of  a  hawk  (at  once  his 
symbol  and  a  type  of  the  sun,  from  the  piercing  bright- 
ness of  its  eye),  as  an  actor  in  various  scenes,  both  celes> 
tial  and  terrestrial,  such  as  hunting,  sailing,  and  engaged 
in  war  against  Typhon,  aiid  others. 

Passing  these,  I  entt'i  f*]  a  spacious  court,  open  to  ths 
sky  and  surrounded  by  <?Pnlpturod  colonnades.      Cross* 


IBRASL   IK    BONDAQB.  SA 

Qg  this  conrt,  which  inferior  priests  were  traversing  or 
dly  loaning  in,  I  came  to  a  eecond  propylon,  the  mag- 
nificent winga  of  which  weru  divided  into  uumeroua 
compartments,  aod  sculptured  ten  atories  high,  with  the 
nw-si  exquisite  art.     This  pylon,  in  the  wings  of  which 
ilm  prie6ts  lodge,  led  into  an  open  court  one  hundj-ed 
\>ace&  long,  through  the  centre  of  which  extended  au 
xToQue  of  tweDtj-foor  columns,  Bixty-eix  feet  high  aud 
twelve  in  diameter,  and  on  each  side  of  these  were  seven 
rows  of  leaser  columns,  forty  feet  in  height  and  nine  in 
Quieter.     All  these  piesented  sculptured  surfaces,  and 
llie  richest  description  of  capitals.     A  still  more  mag- 
nificent gateway,  at  the  extremity  nf  this  street  of  col- 
amnB,  condncted  me  into  a  vast  hall  with  covered  clois- 
ten  on  the  aides,  and  a  double  row  of  colossal  pillaiB 
nmning  down  the  centre.    All  the  rest  of  the  space  was 
piTed  and  adorned  with  fountains,  statues,  and  fruit  and 
flo»er  trees,  growing  from  large  alahastcr  vasea.    Priests 
lad  worehippere  moved  in  all  directions  through  this  and 
the  other  courts.    The  walls  of  this  grand  hall  were 
decorated  with  battle-pieces — the  triumphs  of  the  Pha 
raohs  in  the  conquest  of  neighboring  kingdoms — repre- 
•entations   of   offerings  to   the   gods,    and    of  captive 
princes  led  at  the  wheels  of  chariots.     I  advanced  to  an- 
"ther  pylon,  still  loftier  and  more  noble  than  the  rest, 
*iid  ag  I  looked  back  to  the  remote  onter  entrance,  two 
'bodaand  feet  off,  I  discovered  that  an  artifice  of  archi- 
twture  had  been  employed  to  increase  the  apparent  dis- 
'•nee  by  diminishing  the  gateways  in  height,  as  if  by 
"6  effect  of  ft  lengthened  perspective.     The  effect  was 
•     ''I  that  the  architect  could  have  desired. 
I        uw  Egyptians  apply   colors   freely  to   their  aicbi- 
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tectui-e.  This  peculiarity  increases  in  a  wonderful 
degree  the  richness  and  liarmony  of  the  general  effect 
The  cloudless  sky  of  Egypt  gives  brilliaiicy  to  all  the 
colors  of  nature,  and  these  imitated  on  the  walls  ci 
temples  and  palaces,  have  a  beauty  and  splendor  that 
must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Oranite,  serpentine 
stone,  breccia,  or  basalt,  whatever  be  the  material,  its 
appearance,  however  elaborately  polished,  is  by  the 
Egyptians  enriched,  as  they  believe,  and  as  I  begin  to 
think,  by  tlie  pencil.  The  profusion  with  which  they 
employ  colors  and  sculpture  in  their  temples,  palaceSi 
and  tombs,  has  no  parallel  on  earth.  In  Syria  they  are 
subsidiary  to  architecture.  Here  they  are  a  part  of  it 
The  sloping  outer  walls,  the  external  surfaces, — ceiling, 
column,  and  pylon, — are  all  covered  with  scnlptore. 
Their  sculptured  bass-reliefs  unite  the  qualities  of  a 
cameo  and  an  intaglio,  the  figure  itself  rising  from  the 
broadly  cut  and  deep  outline  of  the  design.  ThoSi 
though  the  design  is  in  relief,  the  figure  does  not  project, 
and  is  protected  from  injury.  The  colors  which  are 
laid  on  these  are  softened  by  their  retiring  below  the 
surface.  Real  bass-reliefs,  however,  exist  on  the  monu* 
ments  of  tlie  age  of  Sesortasen  I. 

The  adytum  of  the  temple  which  I  am  describing  so 
minutely,  with  descriptions  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
architecture  of  the  Egyptians  (knowing  your  archi- 
tectural taste  and  curiosity  about  all  such  subjects,  my 
dear  mother),  was,  unlike  any  of  the  halls  I  had  trar* 
ersed,  much  smaller,  and  yet  far  more  beautiful  than 
any  of  them.  It  was  a  square  chamber,  the  ceiling  of 
which  was  painted  blue  and  studded  with  stars,  while 
the  moon  shone  down,  a  shield  of  polished  silver,  from 
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the  £«mtii  ji'iinl.     Fignrea  o(  rattiu«£,  liji«^  aad  otho 

emblems,  were  placed  upon  colnmiis  sroaDd  die  lall* 

snd  separated  only  by  the  winged  aep-eDdrckd  sas. 

llieee  figures  were  richly  c<'lored,  utd  (he  ejee  of  tbe 

birds  glittered  with  diamoDiie  eet  in  them.     Upoo  tbe 

eDtalilatare  around  tbe  hall  were  ^culptoivfd  tbe  twdre 

niontba.     All   theee,   and   tlic   walk,  were   beaatifoUr 

painted,  with  a  harmonT  of  disTibatioo  and  oomfaiiia' 

tinn  of  Uioir  gorgeous  colore  eingulartj  pleaang  to  tbe 

eye.     Hieroglyphics,  traced   in   gold  on  blue  paoela, 

recorded  tbe  virtues  and  deeds  of  Homs.     TLe  floor  of 

tbifl  Bnmptiious  chamber  reprosenled  the  trreat  circle  o* 

iheBun  through  the/ twelve  constellatioiis,  and  al«>  the 

images  of  the  seven  planetary  godB,  executed  io  the 

paTement  with  almost  every  variety  of  colored  stone, 

mch  as  tbe  emerald,  amethyst,  agate,  lapis  laznli,  root 

^  emerald,  cornelian,  greenstone,  hsmatite,  all  interset 

"ilh  gold,  silver,  and  bronze.    Nothing  could  be  richer. 

A  Ban  of  pure  gold  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  this 

wonderful  zodiac,  if  I  may  so  term  it,  for  I  do  not  know 

whether  it   is  a    true    planetary   configuration   which 

ii  represented  with  a  fixed  date,  or  EJmply  arbitrsny,  and 

^lecnted  as  an  omameut.    The  Egyptians  are,  however, 

■Idlfol  astronomers,  and  have  the  skill  and  learning  to 

interpret  and  thus  record  the  ages  of  the  past  by  the 

prccodon  of  the  heavens. 

On  one  side  of  this  chamber  of  art  and  beauty,  stooil 
tbe  monolith  which  coDtmned  tlio  shrine  of  the  god.  It 
*>*  a  rock  of  solid  granite,  in  whicli  a  recess  was 
iiollnwea  out,  wherein  sat  the  deity.  Nothing  could  be 
wre  majestic  atid  simple,  Tlie  Egyptians  seem  tc 
^igfat  in  contrasts.    All  the  magnificence  and  archi- 
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tectural  glory  I  have  described,  directed  the  footsteps  ol 
the  votary  to  a  plain  block  of  etoiie,  containing  a  statoe 
of  Syenite  marble  the  size  of  a  man.  The  face  is  cakn 
and  majestic,  and  the  eyes  are  fixed  npon  the  worship- 
per with  a  supernatural  expression  which  awes  him.  The 
genius  which  had  erected  the  superb  edifice  of  the  god« 
had  concentrated  its  power  in  the  face  of  the  divinity. 
Though  stone,  it  seemed  above  humanity  ;  and  the  soul 
of  the  god  seemed  dwelling  in  it,  and  giving  its  conn- 
finance  a  divine  energy. 

But,  my  dear  mother,  I  will  not  longer  occupy  yoor 
time  with  temples  and  architecture.  I  have  written  of 
them  sufiiciently  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  land  I 
sojourn  in.  But  my  descriptions  will  enable  yon  to 
form  a  more  correct  idea  of  such  events  as  I  may  here- 
after write  about,  and  enable  you,  when  I  relate  scenei 
and  actions,  to  conceive,  in  a  measure,  the  surrounding 
features  and  aspect  of  places.  If  I  were  writing  a  vol- 
ume "  on  Egypt,"  I  would  then  visit  and  describe  all 
her  magnificent  temples,  pyramids,  obelisks,  palaces, 
canals,  lakes,  cities,  and  tombs,  from  Pelusium  to  the 
tower  of  Syene.  But  I  know  that  these  would  not 
interest  you,  after  what  I  have  written,  and  that  what  m 
personal  to  myself  and  descriptive  of  the  people,  that  is, 
life  and  action,  will  bo  more  agreeable  for  yon  to  read 
(and  for  me  to  write)  than  gorgeous  pictures  of  ardu* 
tectural  results.  1  shall,  therefore,  for  the  future,  only 
incidentally  describe  edifices  (unless,  indeed,  I  give  yoo 
a  letter  upon  the  mighty  ^.  rramids),  and  devote  my  pen 
to  8cent*s  passing  around  me. 

And  in  pursuance  of  tliis  purpose,  my  dear  nnotlieri 
will  describe  to  you  the  review  of  the  army  of 
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ol  iruD,  wliich  followed  my  presentation  to  tbe  qneeu. 
I  will  not  1)6  6o  vain  aa  to  aoffer  you  to  think  that  this 
mperb  epectucle  was  arranged  porpoeely  ia  honor  of 
joui  aon ;  thoagh  had  it  been  bo,  it  coald  hardly  have 
added  to  tbe  honors  which  that  augost  and  coarteoiu 
lady  has  showered  npon  mo ;  bat  I  feel  that  tbe  diatiae- 
tion  is  dne  ratber  to  tbe  friendship  which  Remesee 
entertwiu  for  me,  than  to  any  merit  or  claim  of  my  own 
beyond  my  simple  rank. 

Ihe  review  in  queetioa  was  prepared  for  this  day 
and,  in  order  that  I  migbt  witness  it,  the  queen  had 
gracioosly  appointed  the  occasioD  for  my  presentation 
to  her.  Althoogh,  in  my  account  of  that  interview,  I 
spoke  only  of  myself,  yet  there  had  been  presented,  jusl 
before  1  entered  the  palace,  several  ambassadors,  princes, 
and  philoeopbers,  from  various  countries,  including 
Arabia,  Persia,  Sheba,  Javan,  Iberia,  Abyssinia,  and 
tbe  isles  of  tbe  sea.  These  had  come  to  Kgypt,  either 
to  enter  the  schools  of  philosophy,  to  negotiate  terms 
of  tribnte  or  alliance,  or  to  study  the  science  of  war, 
for  which  Egypt  bos  become  eminent,  even  rivalling 
the  mighty  Philistine  armies  in  discipline,  effect,  and 
ralor. 

From  the  throne-room  we  passed  out  through  a  gate- 
way, fi^m  which  descended  steps  to  the  parade,  which 
vaa  a  vast  square,  capable  of  holding  one  hundred 
iliitu.-«nd  men ;  while  the  colonnades  around  it  would 
Kcommodate  as  many  more  spectators. 

The  queen  did  not  descend  the  steps,  but  took  her 
K«t  by  a  statue  of  the  god  of  war,  upon  a  sort  of  throne 
Wseatb  a  canopy,  supported  by  six  bearers,  to  shield 
bcr  from  the  sun.     But  Remeses,  leaving  me  by  the 
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Bide  of  his  rojai  mother,  who  was  also  surroonded  bj 
her  guard,  and  near  whom  stood  the  ambassadoFB  and 
princes  and  philosophers,  received  from  an  attendant  a 
helmet  of  gold,  which  he  pnt  over  hia  silken  bonnet, 
and  from  another  a  corselet  of  steel  inlaid,  moonted  a 
war  chariot  in  waiting,  and,  casting  a  glance  around  upon 
the  field,  looked  all  at  once  the  warrior-prinoe,  wliich 
the  heightened  color  of  his  cheek  and  prond  carriage  of 
his  head  showed  he  felt  himself  to  be.  Thus,  whether  a 
soldier  at  the  head  of  the  hosts  of  Egypt,  a  counsellor 
by  the  throne  of  his  mother,  a  courtier  among  the 
nobles,  a  philosopher  in  the  Academies,  he  is  perfect  in 
all  things.  As  a  son,  he  sets  an  example  of  deTOtioii 
and  filial  respect  to  the  young  men  of  the  kingdom ;  aa 
a  man,  his  private  character  is  pure  from  every  vice  or 
fblly — ^a  worthy  heir  to  the  throne  of  the  dominaat 
kingdom  of  the  earth.  The  sight  which  the  square 
presented  surpasses  my  ability  to  convey  to  your  mind 
a  ju8t  conception  of.  The  vast  area  was  one  third  occu* 
pied  by  a  division  of  chariots.  The  chariot  corps  con- 
stitutes a  very  large  and  effective  portion  of  the  Egyptian 
army.  Each  car  contained  two  soldiers — ^for,  from  the 
position  I  occupied,  my  eyes  could  take  in  the  whole 
splendid  scene — ^besides  the  charioteer.  The  car  on 
which  Remeses  stood  was  drawn  by  two  horses,  but 
without  any  charioteer,  the  reins  being  fastened  to  an 
upright  spear.  His  chariot  was  inlaid  with  silver  and 
gold.  The  sides  and  back  were  open,  and  the  base  or 
floor  of  the  car  curved  upward  in  front,  serving  as  a 
safeguard  to  the  charioteer  when  one  was  required ;  but 
it  now  supported  his  quiver  of  silver  and  bow-case  ot 
plded  leather,  richly  ornamented  with  figures  of  Uoiis* 
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ehaius  of  gold,  poiut«d  over  his  shoulder.     Close  to  it 

vas  an  addiltonal  quiver  containiiig  ParUii&a  airowB, 

while  a  mace  of  irou  and  heavy  Bword,  that  reflected 

the  suuUgbt,  hung  by  tboQgs  from  tlie  rings  of  the  spear- 

»M.    All  the  other  chariots,  which  vera  constmctad 

af  wood  and  iron  handsomely  painted,  were  siaulaiijr 

tccoatred,  though  less  elegaut  in  form  and  finish,  and 

proTided  only  with  a  single  quiver,  bow,  and  spear. 

Tlie  liousiDgs  upon  the  horecs  were  cuirafecs  of  woven 

links  of  the  finest  steel,  wbile  gorgeous  featben  decked 

ttwir  hoade. 

No  sooner  had  the  prince  leaped  upon  his  chariot, 
thau  the  Ethiopian  slaves,  who  held  his  two  fiery  steeda, 
sprung  aside,  releasing  them  in  tiie  act,  when  tbey 
l>ouQded  into  the  air  and  dashed  forward  over  the  plain. 
Bemcses,  immovable  as  a  statue,  let  them  fly  before 
him  until  be  came  in  front  of  the  drawn-up  phalaox  of 
vbaiiots,  when,  at  a  slight  signal  with  hia  hands,  the 
tunes,  whose  eyes  are  wholly  free  from  shields  or 
l^ders,  stopped  full.  These  proved  to  be  his  favorite 
tliariot-liorses,  and  had  been  trmned  to  render  perfect 
^ieuce. 

Now  commenced  a  grand  movement  of  the  whi^ 
^Ualiun.  While  Remeses  stood  in  his  chariot,  the  Ttn 
of  Uie  four  thousand  chariots,  which  constituted  the 
iMn,  moved  forward.  In  a  few  moments  the  whole 
bod;  was  in  motion.  Dashing  forward  across  the  field, 
liej  swept  round  at  its  extremity  in  vast  curves,  aod 
'^e  thundering  on,  to  pass  the  point  where  the  queen 
"U'  Tlie  ground  shook  with  the  roll  of  ei^t  thousand 
vbeets  and  the  &11  of  twice  as  many  horse  hoofs !    It  wtr 
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a  magnificeut  sight,  as,  one  hundred  abreast;  the  colninD 
came  on.  The  head  of  it,  led  bj  the  chief  captaias, 
passed  our  position  like  a  mighty  river,  the  surface  of 
which  tossed  with  hehnets,  glittering  speais,  bows, 
plumed  heads  of  steeds,  and  gorgeous  housings — a  das- 
zling,  bewildering  spectacle,  full  of  sublimity  and  terri- 
ble power.  The  splendor  of  the  head-dreesee  and 
trappings  of  the  steeds,  mingling  with  the  ahining  cui- 
rasses and  steel  weapons  of  the  armed  chariotaen, 
presented  a  scene  I  shall  never  cease  to  remember. 

In  the  centre  of  the  field  of  review  stood  Bemeae% 
his  eagle  glance  reviewing  their  movements,  with  a 
/ew  of  his  generals  about  him,  each  in  his  own  chariot 
When  this  grand  and  imposing  army  had  compamd 
the  square,  they  resumed  their  former  position  with  a 
precision  and  order  marvellous  to  witness.  Then  f<d- 
lowed  evolutions  by  detachments  of  chariota.  Rve 
hundred  of  them,  divided  into  two  equal  bodie8|  took 
position,  one  at  each  end  of  the  parade,  and,  at  a  signal, 
cliarged  upon  each  other  at  a  speed  which,  at  first  dow, 
increased  each  moment  My  heart  leaped  with  excite^ 
ment  I  looked  to  see  a  very  battle,  and  to  behold 
horses  and  charioteers  overturned  in  tumultuous  confii* 
sion  from  the  inevitable  shock.  But  so  well-drilled  were 
tliey,  that  the  two  lines,  deploying  as  they  drew  nearar. 
passed  through  each  other  in  spaces  measured  by  the 
eyes  of  the  charioteers  so  nicely,  that  in  a  moment  they 
were  rattling  away,  each  to  occupy  the  other's  vacated 
position.  Tlierc  was  a  general  shout  of  applause  from 
the  tens  of  thousands  of  spectators  at  this  briUiaot 
manccu\Te.  Otiicr  displays  of  battle-charioteering  took 
place,  during  which  was   exhibited    every  evclutioo 
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thai    war    demandfi   od    the    veritable   field   of  con- 
flict. 

Tliis  iiiugiiiRctiut  review  occupied  three  houre,  when 

H  tenntDatud  Ly  all  the  geuerals,  and  chief  captains,  and 

leaden  of  cohorts  atid  legioos,  aimultaneoiiBly  ileraching 

diemflelvefi  from  (heir  aeveral  commands,  atid  oiie  atWr 

another  galloping  at  tall  speed,  firet  ai'ouiid  the  prince, 

aalutiog  him,  and  thvii  wheeling  nud  turning  in  front  ot 

the  queen's  pavilion,  paying  her  military  homage  aa 

tiicy  passed  lier,  by  placing  the  \ei\  hand  upon  the 

breast,  lowering  the  point  of  tlie  spear,  and  then  raising  it 

above  their  glittt-ring  helniole.    The  queen  roae,  emiled, 

ud  retnmed  the  salute  by  a  graceful  wave  of  her  hand. 

This  company  of  warrior  chiefs  excelled,  in  richneae  of 

trmor  and  apparel,  and  houBings  and  head-dreseee  for 

their  steeds,  and  in  the  beauty  of  their  war-cbariota,  all 

that  had   gone  before.     Returning  to  their  post,  the 

tnimpeta  of  the  whole  army  sounded,  and  this  martial 

UTty  of  chariots   and  horsemen   moved   all   together 

icrwa  the  parade,  at  a  rapid  trot,  and,  defiling  by  fifties 

Ihrongh  a  colossal  pylon,  soon  disappeared  outside  of 

t!ie  walls  on  their  way  to  their  camp.    Their  retiring 

•WDipets  conld  be  still  heard  dying  away  beyond  the 

E^ttt,  as  Remeeee  rejoined  us,  alighting  from  his  chariot 

•ft«r  loosing  the  reins  of  hie  steeds  from  aboat  his  body, 

to  which  he  had  bound  them  during  one  part  of  the 

•solutions,  in  which  he  took  the  lead  of  a  charging 

l^on  in  his  own  chariot,  as  ever  without  a  charioteer. 

Ve  now  retired  into  the  palace,  it  being  past  noon, 

I        ""d  were  conducted  towards  the  reception-rooms  of  the 

i        "lyal  banqnet-hall  by  the  grand-chaniberlain.     At  the 

^r  we  were  received  by  the  chief  butler,  while  the 
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Other  officers  of  the  royal  household  stood  in  a 
bendiug  low  as  the  queen  and  her  guests  passed  in. 
consisted,  besides  her  majesty,  the  prince  and  myself^ 
the  ambassador  from  Chaldea,  the  king's  m( 
from  the  Court  of  Chederlaomer  III.,  in  whose  coi 
three  hundred  years  and  more  ago,  the  famous  battle 
Sodom  was  fought ;  the  ambassador  from  the  kingdoVr 
of  Assyria;  the  young  Prince  of  Tarshish;  the  Dotej 
Chilmed  of  Sheba,  and  the  Dukes  Javan  and  Tabil). 
the  Lord  of  Mesech,  and  the  Prince  of  Midian.  Beddoi '' 
these  was  a  great  and  wise  prince  from  the  land  of  11% 
near  the  country  of  Prince  Abram,  the  Mesopotamiaa* 
He  was  accompanied  by  two  friends,  philosophere  and 
men  of  note,  Zophar  of  Naamath,  and  Lord  Eliphas  d 
Teman.  This  lord  of  Uz  came  into  Egypt  with  a  gretl 
retinue  and  train  of  servants,  for  he  is  a  man  of  TMt 
possessions.  He  had  heard  of  the  wisdom  and  power  of 
Amcnse,  and  had  come  with  his  own  merchants  to  rtdi 
her  court.  He  is  also  an  eminently  wise  man,  a  worship- 
per of  the  one  Deity,  as  was  the  ancient  king  Abram. 
He  is  of  venerable  and  majestic  aspect,  is  learned 
in  all  the  wisdom  of  Chaldea  and  Arabia,  and  seeks  to 
add  thereto  the  lore  of  Egypt.  Besides  tliis  distin- 
guished prince,  there  are  other  philosophers  of  note  and 
name.  In  such  noble  company,  dear  mother,  was  it  mj 
fortunate  lot  to  fall.  Truly,  to  come  into  Egypt  is  to 
see  the  whole  world  ! 

The  queen,  after  entering  the  ante-room,  retired  to  the 
right,  where  her  ladies-in-waiting  received  her  and  es 
cortod  her  to  her  own  apartments  to  prepare  for  the 
banquet,  which  had  been  delayed  by  the  review.     Jle- 
meses  leading  the  way,  with  me  by  his  side,  we  came  to 
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E  cf  pcii.  lo  laT«  oar  fingen. 

"EaDeeas.     Iber  dteo  drit.'d 
c  of  tlw  Mftaet  linen  f ria^ed 
E  ^  g^^^  **'^  plaeed  upon  ibem  saaJale  of 
'\  vidi  flovefs.    Onr  oppa 
<v«d  br  Xnbian  serrants,  and  re- 
(•vcMare,  more  or  kn  ridi  M<?<a^ing 


Tkm  r^flibed.  ve  entered  a  beaatifo) 

die  moet  elegant  ardcleB  of 

at  OB  was  preiented  hr  tbe 

of  die  palace  with  «  lotn»-flower,  to  be 

Ud  in  the  baztd  daring  tbe  entertaininent.     A3  we 

nned  abont.  tannrmg  the  beantr  of  the  rooms  and  the 

and  cnch  objects  of  loxarv  and  art  as  were 

to  gratifj'  the  taetee  of  gnest*.  there  were  eev- 

nl  arrirals  of  geoetals.  and  officers  of  the  chariot  le^on, 

■nd  odier  dlTieionB  of  the  army  of  Lower  Egypt,  who 

had  been  summoned  to  the  banquet.     Among  these  I 

raeognized  some  of  the  enperbly  uniformed  officers  who 

hid  lined  the  arenne  of  the  grand  approach  to  the 

throne — for  yon  wiU  recollect  that  I  eaid  it  was  an  army 

nf  offieen.  soldiers  of  this  rank  alone  being  permitted  to 

do  the  honoia  of  the  palace  on  the  receptioii  of  princes 

tjf  foreign  ambassadors. 

I^ere  were,  also,  nobles,  and  distinguislied  citizeoB, 

I      Egyptian  gentlemen  of  worth  and  condition,  that  en- 

[      tided  them  to  the  honor  of  dining  at  the  palace.   From  a 

i     window  I  witnessed  the  arrival  of  these.     They  came  m 

I     d^ni  pleesure-chariots,   attended    by   a   narober   of 

I     •emnta.    One  of  these  footmen  came  forward  to  an- 
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nouuce  to  the  chief  porter  his  master's  name ;  others  took 
the  reins,  for  the  Egyptian  lord  prefers  to  driTe  himfielf 
in  the  streets ;  another,  who  held  above  his  head,  stand* 
ing  behind  him,  a  large  parasol  of  gorgeous  plumeSi 
alighted,  carried  it  still  above  him  as  he  oroesed  to  the 
portico  of  the  palace. 

Several  aged  persons  arrived  in  palanquins  exquisiteh 
carved  and  painted,  and  borne  by  slaves.  Two  or  three 
arrived  on  foot,  an  attendant  holding  a  shield  or  large 
fan  above  them.  Water  was  brought  also  for  their  feet, 
but  not  in  golden  foot-bowls,  and  robes  and  sandals  were 
distributed  according  to  rank. 

At  length,  for  these  polite  Egyptians  (as  well  as  our- 
selves)  regard  it  as  a  want  of  good-breeding  to  sit  down 
to  table  immediately  on  arriving,  the  music,  which  had 
played  all  the  while  the  guests  were  arriving,  ceased, 
and  the  chief  butler  announced  the  moment  of  the  ban- 
quet. At  the  same  instant  the  queen  entered  the  apart^ 
ment,  and,  after  receiving  the  salutations  of  us  all,  was 
escorted  by  Remeses  to  the  banquet-hall.  As  we  enter 
ed,  a  company  of  nmsicians,  stationed  near  the  door, 
struck  up  c»ne  of  the  favorite  airs  of  the  country,  playing 
uDon  tambourines,  cymbals,  double-pipes,  flutes  which 
rested  on  the  floor,  guitars,  lyres,  and  instruments  un- 
known to  me.  Hie  music  was  full  of  harmony,  and,  to 
my  ear,  novel,  from  the  number  of  strange  instruments. 
Tills  continued  until  we  had  been  seated  according  to 
rank,  my  place  being  to  the  left  of  tlie  queen,  Remeses 
sitting  at  her  right.  Tliere  were  four  ladies  of  rank  also 
near  the  queen,  along  the  table,  which  I  may  mentioo 
was  of  polii>hed  silver. 

YTlien  we  had  taken  our  places  the  loud  music  ceased, 
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■ad  seven  minstrele,  who  Btood  by  as  maDy  harps  be- 
hisd  the  qneeii,  commeuced  playing  a  beautiful  air,  ac- 
eompmying  it  by  tlieir  voices.  Tlie  melody  was  fiill  of 
riclmees  and  eweetnese,  Wbile  this  was  perl'orming 
tenants  approaclied,  and  from  exquisite  porcelain  vasca 
poored  sweet-scented  ointment  upon  our  heads.  Then 
eniered  from  tlie  gardeuB,  into  which  the  banquetrn'om 
opeiivdoD  two  sides,  aemany  beautiful  maidens,  bear 
iug  Dtcklaces  of  fresh  llowci-s  which  ihey  had  just  gath 
emi,  and  cast  them  over  our  shoulders. 

iiii-mg  received  these  tokens  of  welcome,  a  train  of 
KruBifi  preCiented  ua  wine  in  one-handled  gobk'tB.  That 
"I  ReinescB,  and  mine  own,  was  of  gold  and  jewelk-d 
liic  utfieni  wtic*  oi'  silver  or  agate,  Tlic  quoou'a  wa* 
presented  to  her  in  a  single  crystal,  and  that  of  the  ladiee 
ia  snuU,  delicate  vases  of  some  precious  metal.  The 
health  of  the  qneen,  and  of  the  prince,  and  others  pres- 
«it,waadrunk,  while  music  regaled  our  senses.  Remeaes, 
■ho  acted  as  raler  of  the  feast,  pledged  me  to  drink  thy 
health,  my  dear  mother,  which  was  responded  to  by  all 
the  company ;  the  Prince  of  TJz  remarking,  that  the  fame 
of  your  virtues  and  the  wisdom  of  yonr  reign  had 
readied  his  country.  Ton  may  judge  how  my  heart 
Welled  with  pride  and  joy  at  this  testimony  to  your  ex- 
celltncies,  O  my  noble  and  royal  mother,  from  bo  digni- 
fied a  source,  iji  the  presence  of  such  a  company  of  wit- 
■^eseeg!  Until  the  dinner  was  served  np,  various  songs 
ud  performances  were  introduced,  and  at  the  close  ol 
the  banquet  there  were  the  wonderful  dances  of  Ara- 
bian girls,  exhibitions  of  buffoonery,  games,  and  feats  ot 
»gilitj-  by  jugglers.  I  regret  to  say,  that  some  of  the 
(DcatB  retired  overcome  with  wine,  and  had  to  be  borne 
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on  the  shoulders  of  their  servants  to  their  homes;  while 
two  of  the  ladies  were  freer  with  their  little  crystal  gob- 
lets  than  was  seeming  for  their  sex.  The  queen  scarce 
touched  the  wine  to  her  lips,  while  Remeses  preserred 
the  severest  temperance.  After  the  banquet^  Reme^o 
accompanied  me  to  apartments  in  the  palace,  which  b 
said  were  for  the  future  to  be  my  abode.  Here,  takio] 
leave  of  him,  I  commenced  this  letter,  which  I  no^ 
close,  assuring  you  of  my  filial  love  and  reverence. 

SE806TRI8. 


ISRAEL   IK   BONDAUE. 


LETTER   VI. 
Palaob  ov  thb  PKAkAOsa,  Oitr  at  O*. 


Vt  dux  ahd  hohoked  Hothkb: 

Thu  morning,  aa  I  was  about  leaving  the  palace, 
in  order  to  spend  several  houn  in  traversing  the  city 
*  f-Jot,  that  I  might  see  the  citizens  at  their  pnrBoits, 
lod  nbwrve  the  maonerB  and  cnatoms  of  thia  people, 
^  Prince  Remeses  rode  ap  in  his  mlver-emboesed 
™vi'>t,  himeeir  his  own  charioteer,  two  footmen,  carry- 
■"I  their  tandalfl  in  their  left  band,  mmiiiig  by  the  side 
<^  bis  superb  hor«e&  With  that  absence  of  form  and 
'''^nioiij  which  belongs  to  true  friendship,  he  did  not 
'uifiir  me  to  order  my  grand-chamberlain  and  other 
'utr  ijfficers  of  my  retinue  to  receive  him,  hot  came 
'ni^iit  lo  the  room  "of  the  alabaetron,"  so  called  from 
'*  alahasler  columns,  which  was  my  reception-room, 
*^'l  in  the  window  of  which  he  bad  seen  me  from  the 
"tkl  I  met  him  at  the  door  of  the  ante-roora,  and 
*^eD  I  would  have  saluted  him  by  laying  his  hand 
■pi[»l  my  heart  and  then  raising  it  to  my  lips,  he  em- 
inc«d  me  with  affection. 
"Nty,  noble  Seeostris,  said  I  not  we  are  friends  and 
CMKUw,  and  therefore  eqaals  1     I  have  come  for  you  to 
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go  "With  me  to  Raaiufies,  the  Ireasure-ci^,  built  bj 
Amunophis,  my  grandfatlior.  I  am  planning  a  new 
palace,  to  be  erected  there  for  the  governor  of «the  treaft- 
iires  of  the  kingdom,  and  am  to  meet,  to-day,  the  chief 
architect    Will  you  accompany  me  ?'* 

"  With  pleasure,  my  prince,"  I  said ;  **  though  I  bad 
jufit  proposed  to  walk  about  the  city  among  the  people, 
and  600  thorn  in  their  homes  and  domestic  pursuits.** 

"  You  will  find  time  for  this  always— come  with  me. 
You  can  stand  with  me  in  my  chariot,  or  I  will  give  70a 
one  to  yourself,  with  a  charioteer." 

I  replied  that  I  would  go  with  him,  as  I  should  wish 
to  ask  him  many  questions  on  the  way.  In  a  few  mo- 
cnents  we  were  moving  rapidly  through  the  eopeib 
streets  of  the  city,  and,  passing  through  three  grand 
pylones  uniting  as  many  courts,  we  came  to  the  great 
gate  of  the  city  to  the  south.  The  towers  on  each  side 
of  it  were  ninety-nine  feet  high,  and  the  pylon  between 
them  a  wonder  of  beauty,  for  the  elegance  of  its  intaglio 
adornments. 

At  tliis  gate  stood  a  phalanx  of  dark  Libyan  soldiers, 
who  form,  overj' where,  the  guards  of  the  gates,  being 
noted  both  for  faitlifulness  and  for  their  gigantic  size. 
Tliey  were  armed  with  lances  and  swords,  and  as  wi 
passed  tlirongli  the  gate  paid  to  us  the  uulitarj  salu 
tatiou  duo  to  royalty;  for  though  Remeses  is  not  tlie 
rulor  of  Egypt,  yet  ho  wields  an  influence  and  power, 
both  from  his  personal  ])opularity  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  his  queen  mother,  which  is  almost 
equal  to  tlie  supremo  dignity.  And  when  he  comee  I0 
tlie  tliropo  ho  will  rult>  wi-^i'Iy,  and,  if  possible,  raise 
Egypt  to  still  greatiT  :r!'»rv.     I  have  already  spoken  of 
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U)e  remarkable  air  of  digaity  about  liiin,  combiDeil  with 
an  infinite  graccfulueaa.  He  bas  au  excellent  tindei^ 
BUnding,  and  the  dietinguisbed  Egypliaiis  with  whom 
1  We  coavereed,  tell  me  that  "■'  no  man  ever  more 
peifectlj-  united  in  hia  own  pereon  the  virtues  of  a 
fhiloeopber  with  the  laldite  of  a  general."  Gentle  in 
liie  manner,  he  is  in  temper  rather  reserved;  in  hie 
morals  irreproachable,  and  never  known  (a  rare  virtue 
i"  princeB  of  Egypt)  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  the  most 
n^d  temperance.  Candor,  eincerity,  affability,  and 
umbilici ty,  seem  to  be  the  striking  foatiu-es  of  his  char- 
wier;  and  when  nccaeion  oflers,  he  displays,  say  the 
oicere  of  his  army,  the  most  detemoined  bravery  and 
<i>ul«rly  soldiership. 

Having  passed  the  gate,  the  prince  drew  rein  a  tittle, 
to  relieve  the  footmen,  six  of  whom  ran  before  and  as 
"Mny  behind  the  chariot,  besides  the  two  "  pages  of  the 
hnne,"  who  kept  close  to  the  heads  of  the  horses.  Once 
Mtade  of  the  city,  we  were  in  a  beautiful  avenue,  which 
led  through  groves  and  gardens,  past  villas  and  oma- 
wntsl  lakes,  for  half  a  mile, — ^the  city,  for  this  breadth, 
tieing  mclosed  by  such  a  belt  of  verdure  and  rural  luxnry. 

"Here,"  said  Remeses,  "dwell  the  nobles,  in  the 
mteaee  heats  of  summer.  The  summer  palace  of  my 
HftJier  is  on  the  island  of  Khoda,  between  On  and 
Uemphis,  in  the  Nile.  I  am  yet  to  conduct  you  thither, 
ud  also  to  the  pyramids.  Tou  see  pavilions  on  small 
itleiB  in  these  circular  lakes.  They  are  temples,  or 
lliier  shrines  for  the  private  devotions  of  the  families." 

We  left  this  lovely  suburb,  and  entered  upon  a  broad 
'Hd,  which,  after  croBsing  a  plain  on  wliich  stood  the 
rnna  of  a  palace  of  Odrtasen  L,  wound  through  a 
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regiou  of  wheat-fields,  which  extended  along  the  Nile 
as  far  ae  me  eye  could  Bee.  The  laborera  were  chiefly 
Egyptian,  and  wore  the  loin-cloth,  and  short  trowsen 
reaching  half-way  to  the  knee,  which  I  hare  bef(H« 
described.  They  sang  cheerful  aongs  as  they  worked, 
and  stopped  to  gaze  after  the  rolling  chariot  which  wm 
passing  across  their  lands  like  a  meteor,  its  silTar  paneb 
flashing  in  the  sun. 

About  twenty  stadia,  or  nearly  four  miles,  from  the 
city,  we  came  suddenly  upon  a  vast  deeolats  field,  apoa 
which  thousands  of  men  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  the 
occupation  of  making  brick.  As  we  drew  near,  for  the 
royal  road  we  were  traversing  passed  directly  througb 
this  busy  multitude,  I  saw  by  their  faces  that  the  toUen 
were  of  that  mysterione  race,  the  Hebrew  people. 

I  say  "  mysterious,"  dear  mother ;  for  though  X  have 
now  been  six  weeks  in  Egypt,  I  have  not  yet  found  ftnj 
of  the  Egyptians  who  can  tell  me  whence  came  thia 
nation,  now  in  bondage  to  the  Pharaohs  1  Either  thow 
whom  I  questioned  were  ignorant  of  their  rise,  or  pnr- 
pOBcly  refrained  from  talking  with  a  foreigner  upon  the 
subject. 

You  will  remember  that  I  once  inquired  of  Bemeeea 
as  to  their  origin  and  present  degradation,  and  he  said 
ho  would  at  some  otlier  time  reply  to  my  qneetioo. 
Since  then  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  introdncing 
the  subject  again  to  him,  other  objects  wholly  abeorb- 
iiig  uur  attention  when  we  met  Yet  in  the  interiia 
I  was  forced  irrcsietilily  to  notice  these  people  and 
their  hard  tasks ;  for,  though  ihey  were  never  aeen  in 
the  streets  mingling  with  the  citizens  (save  only  in  pat 
aces,  where  handsome  Hebrew  youths  often  aerre  m 


liagea),  yet  where  tonpleB,  aad  f 
ineoalfi,  and  treasQie-boaees  w«e  bei^  erected,  Aej 
wen  to  be  found  in  vast  aomben.  Oid  and  yi^sg 
moi,  vomeii}  and  chOdiui,  'witbont  ^GbBcaaB,  *•■• 
engaged  in  liie  plain  aeroeB  which  wa  moved. 

"Pardon  me,  noble  prince,"  I  said;  **pc>BHt  Me  te 
linger  a  momait  to  surrey  this  Dovd  ac^ie." 

Bemeees  drew  np  his  b<Hsea,  and  frnn  Ae  AMnOt  I 
can  my  eyes  orer  the  vast  lerd  wMeh  erabraeed  Iialf  a 
•qure  league. 

"These  fields,  SeeosfariB,"  said  die  pinee,  "se  iriien 
the  brick  are  made  which  are  to  erect  die  waHe  of  the 
treanire-city,  one  of  the  towere  of  which  yon  behold 
two  miles  distant.  The  city  itself  will  take  the  years  of 
»  generation  of  this  people  to  complete,  if  the  grand 
design  IB  carried  ont  On  the  left  of  the  tower  you  see 
the  old  palace,  for  this  is  not  a  new  city  we  are  bonding 
>D  mncb  as  an  extension  of  the  old  on  a  new  site,  and 
with  greater  magnificence.  It  is  my  mother's  pride  to 
£11  Egypt  with  monnments  of  architecture  that  wilj 
iwk  her  reign  as  an  era." 

The  scene  that  I  beheld  from  the  height  of  the  chariot 
1  Til]  'attempt  to  describe,  my  dear  mother.  As  far  as  I 
could  see,  the  earth  was  dark  witli  people,  eome  stooping 
dowD  and  with  wooden  mattocks  digging  np  the  clay  ; 
otheiB  were  piling  it  into  heaps ;  others  were  chopping 
*aw  to  mix  with  the  clay ;  others  were  treading  it 
*ith  their  feet  to  soften  it.  Some  with  moolds  were 
Bhaping  the  clay  into  bricks.  Another  stood  by  with 
"^^  queen's  mark,  and  stamped  cuch  brick  therewith,  or 
the  one  which  was  to  be  the  liejid  of  a  course  when  laid, 

"ttre  were  also  the  strongest  men  employed  in  raismg 
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upon  tho  Blionlders  of  others  a  load  of  those  biicbt 
which  they  bore  to  a  flat  open  space  to  be  dried  ia 
the  sun ;  and  a  procession  of  many  hundreds  waa  oon* 
Btantly  moving,  performing  tliis  ta^k.   Some  of  the  slaTfli 
carried  yokes,  wliich  had  cords  at  each  end,  to  whick 
bricks  were  listened ;   and  many  of  the  yoimg  men 
conveyed  masses  of  clay  ujKjn  their  heads  to  the  motiU* 
ers.    Those  wlio  carried  the  brick  to  tlie  smoothly  swept 
groun<l  where  they  were  to  be  dried,  delivered  them  to 
women,  who,  many  hundreds  in  number,  placed  then 
side  bv  side  on  the  earth  in  rows — a  lighter  task  than 
that  of  the  men.    The  borders  of  this  busy  plain,  where 
it  touched  the  fields  of  stubble  wheat,  were  thronged 
with  women  and  chihiren  gathering  straw  for  the  men 
who  mixed  tho  clav.     It  was  an  active  and  busy 
tacle.     Yer  throughout  the  vast  arena  not  a  voice 
heard  from  the  thousands  of  toilers;  only  the   sharp 
authoritative  tones  of  their  taskmasters  broke  the  still- 
ness, or  the  cr(*aking  of  carts  with   wooden  wheeki 
as,  lailcn  with  stniw   from  distant  fields,  they  moved 
slowly  over  the  plain. 

Tlie  laborers  were  divi<led  into  companies  or  parties 
of  from  a  score  to  one  hundred  persons,  over  whoa 
stoo<l,  or  was  seated,  an  Eg}'ptinn  officer.  These  task- 
masters  were  not  only  distinguishable  from  the  laborsft 
by  their  linen  bonnet  or  cap  with  a  cape  descending  to 
the  neck,  but  by  a  scarlet  or  striped  tunic,  and  a  rod  or 
whip  of  a  single  thong  or  of  small  conls.  Tliese  men 
watched  closely  the  workmen,  who,  naked  above  the 
waist,  with  only  a  loin-cloth  upon  many  of  them,  worked 
each  iiitiinent  in  fear  of  the  lash.  The  taskmasters 
•bowed  no  mercy;  but  if  tlie  laborer  sunk  under  his 
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burdub,  he  woe  punished  on  the  spot,  and  left  to  penah, 
if  be  were  dying,  and  his  burden  IranEferred  to  tbe 
thodders  of  another.  So  vast  wae  tbe  mnltitade  of 
diffie  people,  tbst  the  defttli  of  a  Bcore  a  daj*  would  not 
h*Te  been  regarded.  Indeed,  their  increase  ab«adjr 
■lanut  tbe  Egrptiane,  and  their  lives,  therefore,  are  bold 
IE  little  estimation. 

The  vast  reveone,  however,  accruing  to  tbe  crown  frvat 
this  enslaved  nation  of  brick-makers,  leads  to  regulations 
*4dch  in  a  great  meafiare  check  the  destructive  rigor 
of  tbe  taekmaeten;  for  not  only  are  thoosands  boild- 
ing  cities,  but  tens  of  thousands  are  dispersed  all  ovet 
Lover  Egypt,  who  make  brick  to  sell  to  nobles  and 
citiienB,  the  crown  having  the  monopoly  of  this  branch 
of  libor.  Interest  alone  has  not  prompted  tbe  queen  to 
nute  laws  regulating  their  treatment,  and  lessening  the 
rigor  of  their  lot ;  but  also  bamanity .  which  is,  however, 
*n  iCtribnte,  in  its  form  of  pity,  little  cultivated  in 
EgTpt.  Under  the  preceding  Pharaohs,  for  seventy 
feais,  the  condition  of  these  HebrcwB  was  far  more 
severe  than  it  has  been  under  the  milder  reign  of  tbe 
queen.  I  am  assured  that  she  severely  punishes  all  on- 
istesBaiy  cruelty,  and  has  lightened  tbe  tasks  of  tbe 
'omen,  who  also  may  not  be  punished  with  blows. 

I  Borreyed  this  interesting  and  etriking  scene  with 
emotioDS  of  wonder  and  commiseration.  I  could  oot  be- 
bold,  without  tbe  deepest  pity,  venerable  and  august 
lookiiig  old  men.  with  gray  heads  and  flowing  white 
''Wrds,  smeared  with  clay,  stooping  over  the  wooden 
oHttilds,  coarsely  clad  in  tbe  blue  and  gray  loin-cloth, 
vtiicbscarcelyconcealed  their  nakedness:  orfine  youths, 
WBheaded  and  burned  red  with  tbe  sun,  toiling  like 
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cattle  under  heavy  burdens,  here  and  there  upon  n 
naked  shoulder  visible  a  fresh  crimson  line  where  the 
lash  or  the  rod  of  an  angered  officer  had  left  its  mark ! 
There  were  joung  girls,  too,  whose  beautiful  faces, 
though  sun-burned  and  neglected,  would  have  been  the 
envy  of  fair  ladies  in  any  court  These,  as  well  as  the 
others  of  their  sex,  wore  a  sort  of  tight  gown  of  coarse 
material  tied  at  the  neck,  with  short  close  sleeves  reach- 
ing to  the  elbow.  Their  black  or  brown  hair  was  tied 
in  a  knot  behind,  or  cut  short  And  occasionally  1  saw 
a  plain  silver  or  other  metallic  ring  upon  a  small  hand, 
showing  that  even  bondage  has  not  destroyed  in  woman 
the  love  of  jewels. 

As  we  rode  along,  those  Egyptians  who  were  near  the 
road  bowed  the  knee  to  the  prince,  and  remained  sta- 
tionary until  he  passed.  We  rode  for  a  mile  and  a  haU 
through  this  brick-field,  when  at  its  extremity  we  came 
upon  a  large  mean  town  of  huts  composed  of  reeds  and 
covered  with  straw. 

'^  There,''  said  Remeses,  '^  are  the  dwellings  of  the 
laborers  you  have  seen." 

These  huts  formed  long  streets  or  lanes  which  int)e^ 
sected  each  other  in  all  directions.  There  was  not  a  tree 
to  shade  tliem.  The  streets  and  doors  were  crowded 
with  children,  and  old  Hebrew  women  who  were  left  to 
watch  them  while  their  parents  were  in  the  field.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  dozen  children  to  every  house,  and  some 
of  five  and  six  years  were  playing  at  brick-making,  one 
of  their  number  acting  as  a  taskmaster,  holding  a  whip 
wliich  he  used  with  a  willingness  and  frequency  thai 
showed  how  well  the  Egyptian  officers  had  taught  the 
lesson  of  severity  and  cruelty  to  the  children  oi  tbttr 
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vidimB.  In  these  hnte  dwelt  forty  thousand  HehrewB, 
*bowere  engaged  either  in  making  brick,  or  convcTing 
them  to  Baainses,  close  at  hand,  or  in  placing  them  in 
mortar  upon  the  waEls. 

ffe  passed  through  tlie  very  midst  of  this  wretched 
fillsge  of  boDdmoQ,  whoee  only  food  in  their  habitations 
it  garlic,  and  leeks,  and  fisii  or  flesh,  their  dnnh  the 
turbid  water  of  the  Nile,  uiifiltared  from  it8  impuritiea 
Itj  means  of  porous  stone  and  paste  of  aimonds — a  pro- 
«si  of  art  60  well  known  to  the  Egyptians.  On  the 
ikiHi  of  iLe  village  was  a  vast  burial-place,  without  a 
torab  or  stone ;  for  these  Hebrews  are  too  poor  and 
niiwrable  to  embalm  their  dead,  even  if  customs  of  their 
ova  did  not  lead  them  to  place  them  in  the  earth.  The 
upect  of  this  melancholy  place  of  sepulture  was  gloomy 
eDough.  It  bad  the  look  of  a  vast  ploughed  plain ;  bat 
infinitely  desolate  and  hideous  when  the  imagination 
pictured  the  corroption  that  lay  beneath  each  narrow 
mound.  I  felt  a  sensation  of  relief  when  we  left  this 
"pot  behind,  and  drove  upon  a  green  plateau  which  lay 
between  it  and  the  treaaure-eity  of  the  king.  The  place 
"e  »ere  crossing  had  once  been  the  garden  of  Hermes 
«  losepf,  the  celebrated  prince  who  about  one  hundred 
I'd  thirty  years  ago  saved  the  inhabitanfa  of  Egypt  from 
pcnsiiing  by  famine,  having  received  from  the  god 
Osiris  knowledge  of  a  seven  years'  famine  t«  befall  the 
^iDgdom,  after  seven  years  of  plenty.  This  Prince  loeepf 
"f  Joseph  was  also  called  Hermes,  though  he  wrote  not 
*"  tie  books  attributed  to  Hermes,  as  we  in  Phoenicia 
"oderstand  of  that  personage. 

"Was  this  Joseph  an  Egyptian)"  I  asked  of  the  Prince 
^Dieses,  as  we  dashed  past  the  ruius  of  a  palace  in  the 
""dstof  the  :,'nrdpiis 
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"  No,  a  Hebrew,"  he  answered.  "  He  was  the  fav(^ 
rite  of  the  Phoenician  Pharaoh  who  commenced  the 
palaces  of  tliis  City  of  Treasure." 

"  A  Hebrew !"  I  exclaimed.  "  Not  one  of  the  race  1 
behold  about  me  toiling  towards  the  city  with  sun-dried 
bricks  upon  their  heads,  and  whom  I  have  seen  at  work 
on  tlie  plain  of  bricks  ?" 

"  Of  the  same,"  he  answered. 

'^  Your  reply  reminds  me,  O  Bemeses,  that  jou  have 
promised  to  relate  to  me  the  history  of  this  remarkabk 
people,  who  evidently,  from  their  noble  physiognomieSy 
belong  to  a  superior  race." 

"  I  will  redeem  my  promise,  my  dear  SesoetriSi''  he 
said,  smiling,  ^^  as  soon  as  I  have  left  the  chariot  by  yon- 
der ruined  well,  where  I  see  the  architect  and  his  people, 
whom  I  have  come  hither  to  meet,  await  me  with  their 
drawings  and  rules." 

We  soon  drove  up  to  the  spot,  having  pasaed  several 
fallen  columns,  which  had  once  adorned  the  baths  of  the 
house  of  this  Hebrew  prince,  who  had  once  been  such  a 
benefactor  to  Egypt ;  but,  as  he  was  the  favorite  of  a 
Phoenician  king,  the  present  dynasty  neglect  his  monu- 
ments, as  well  as  deface  all  those  which  the  Shepherd 
Kings  erected  to  perpetuate  their  conquest.  Hence,  it 
is,  dear  mother,  I  find  scarcely  a  trace  of  the  dominicn 
ill  Lower  Egypt  of  this  race  of  kings. 

The  ruined  well  was  a  massive  quadrangle  of  atone; 
and  was  called  the  "  Fountain  of  the  Strangers.*'  It  wai 
in  ruins,  yet  the  well  itself  sparkled  with  clear  water  m 
in  its  ancient  days.  Grouped  upon  a  stone  platform,  be- 
neath the  shade  of  three  palmn,  stood  the  party  of 
tists  who  awaited  the  prince.     Their  horses,  and  the 
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Id  which  tliey  came,  or  brought  their  iiiBtrunieate,  stood 
Dcsr,  liolJ  bj  glavefl,  who  were  watering  the  animabi 
fniin  the  toiinl^n. 

Upon  the  approach  of  the  prince  these  persons,  the 
chief  <>!'  whom  was  attired  haiideoniety,  aa  a  man  »1 
rank  (for  architects  in  Egypt  are  nobles,  and  are  in 
I'igh  place  at  court),  bowed  the  knee  reverently  before 
lilm.  He  alighted  from  his  chariot,  and  at  once  began 
to  eumine  their  drawings.  Leaving  him  engaged  in  a 
bmiiiMS  which  I  perceived  would  occnpy  him  eome 
time,  I  walked  about,  looking  at  the  ancient  fonntain. 
In  ordei  to  obtain  a  view  of  the  country,  I  ascended  a 
lower  a!  one  of  its  angles,  which  elevated  me  sixty  feet 
»bove  the  plain.  From  this  height  I  beheld  the  glorioag 
Ciif  of  the  Sun,  a  league  and  a  half  to  the  north,  rising 
iboTe  its  girdle  of  gardens  in  all  its  splendor.  In  the 
miidiBtance  lay  the  plain  of  brick-workers,  covered 
with  its  tens  of  thousands  of  busy  workers  in  clay. 
l^en,  nearer  still,  stretched  their  eqnalid  city  of  huts, 
ind  the  gloomy  burial-place,  bordering  on  the  desert  at 
tie  farther  boundary. 

Torniug  to  the  south,  the  treasure-city  of  Baamses 
li;  before  me,  the  one  half  ancient  and  ruinous,  hut  the 
other  rising  in  grand  outlines  and  vast  dimensions, 
iretching  even  to  the  Nile,  which,  shining  and  majestic, 
flowed  to  the  west  of  it.  Further  still  the  pyramids  of 
MeiDphia,  the  city  itself  of  Apis,  and  the  walls  and  tem- 
p's* of  Jiaah  towered  in  noble  perspective.  The  Nile 
Was  lively  with  galleys  ascending  and  descending ; 
wii  upon  the  road  that  followed  its  banks  many  peo- 
ple were  moving,  either  on  foot,  in  palanquins,  chariots, 
*  Upon  honeback.     Over  the  whole  scene  the  brigbl 
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Ban  Blioney  giving    life  and   brightness  ^  all   I 
held. 

To  the  east  the  illimitable  desert  stretched  far  a 
and  I  could  trace  the  brown  line  of  road  along  wliicl 
caravans  travel  between  the  Nile  cities  and  the  po 
Suez,  on  the  sea  of  Ezion-Geber,  in  order  to  ue 
there  for  ships  from  Farther  Ind  that  are  awa 
them. 

Almost  beneath  the   crumbling  tower,  on  whi* 
stood  taking  in  this  wide  view  of  a  part  of  the  pope 
valley  of  the  Nile,  wound  a  broad  patJi,  well  trodde; 
thousands  of  naked  feet    It  was  now  crowded 
Hebrew  slaves,  some  going  to  the  city  with  burdei 
brick  slung  at  the  extremities  of  wooden  yokes 
across  the  shoulder,  or  borne  npon  their  heads, 
others  returning  to  the  plain  after  having  deposited  t 
burdens.     It  was  a  broad  path  of  tears  and  sighs,  an 
loitering  step  was  permitted  by  the  overseers ;  for  < 
if  one  would  stop  to  quench  his  thirst  at  the  fonntai 
was  beaten  forward,  and  the  blows  accompanied 
execrations.     Alas,  motlier,  this  cruel  bondage  of 
Hebrews  is  the  only  dark  spot  wliich  I  have  see 
Egypt, — the  only  shadow  of  evil  upon  the  brilliant  r 
of  Queen  Amense ! 

I  took  one  more  survey  of  the  wide  landscape,  wl 
embraces  the  abodes  of  one  million  of  souls ;  for  in 
valley  of  Egypt  are  fourteen  thousand  villages,  to 
and  cities,  and  a  population  of  nearly  seven  milli 
Yet  the  valley  of  the  Nile  is  a  belt  of  verdure  only  a 
miles  wide,  bounded  by  the  Libyan  and  Arabian  h 
Every  foot  of  soil  seems  occupied,  and  every  acre  te 
with  population.     In  the  streeta,  in  the  gardens,  in 
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pvUic  Bqaaree,  in  temples,  and  courts  of  palaoee,  iu  the 
field,  or  UQ  tiie  rirer,  one  can  aever  be  alone,  for  he  seei 
Immaii  beings  all  about  him,  throoging  every  place, 
and  engaged  either  in  bneisess  or  pleasure,  or  the  ecjoj^ 
iDCBt  of  the  Inxnr/  of  idlenes  in  the  shade  of  ft  ooltuiiD 
w  a  tree. 

Descending  the  tover,  and  Eeeing  the  prince  still  en- 
gaged with  his  bnilders,  pointing  to  the  nnfiniahed 
toirers  of  Raamsea.  and  the  site  of  the  new  palace  he 
proposed  ert-ctintr  near  l)v,  I  went  down  the  steps  to  the 
ftimtaii;.  ■  -        .      .  1  '--.     Here  I  beheld  an  tJd 

andinsj.  i'iiv^eraTonth,a  wound 

in  whoee  temple  he  wae  bathing  tenderly  with  water 
from  the  well.  I  perceived  at  a  glance,  by  the  acqni- 
line  noee  and  IsBh-shaded  dark,  bright  eye,  that  they 
were  Hebrews. 

%«  old  man  had  one  of  those  Abrahamie  &c£a  I 
We  described  as  extant  on  the  tomb  of  Eliezer  of 
DimascDs:  a  broad,  extenare,  and  high  forehead;  a 
boldtf^haped  eagle  n(«e;foll  lipe;  and  a  flowing  beard, 
*liich  would  have  been  white  as  wool  bnt  that  it  was 
*"ned  yellow  by  the  aim  and  BoiL  He  wore  the  coane, 
«ioH  irowBere,  and  body  cloth  of  the  bond-elave,  and  old 
saadala  bonnd  npon  hia  feet  with  ropee.  The  yonng  man 
*»fl  similarly  dressed.  He  was  pale  and  nearly  lifelees. 
Bit  be&ntifiil  head  lay  upon  the  edge  of  the  foontain,  and 
>B  the  old  man  poured,  from  the  palm  of  his  hand,  water 
opoQ  bie  face  he  repeated  a  name,  perhaps  the  youth's. 
[stood  fixed  with  interest  by  the  scene.  At  this  mo- 
■neiit  an  Egyptian  taskmaster  entered,  and  with  hit 
""d  Btmck  the  Tenerable  man  several  sharp  blows  and 
O'wed  hun  to  rise  and  go  to  his  task.     Be  made  do 
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reply — regarded  not  the  shower  of  blows* -but  benJim 
bis  eyes  tearfully  upon  the  marble  face  before  him,  with 
his  fingers  softly  removed  the  warm  drops  of  blood  thtf 
stained  the  temples. 

^^Nay,"  I  said,  quickly,  to  the  Egyptian,  ^  do  not 
beat  liim  I  See,  he  is  old,  and  is  caring  for  this  poor 
vouth  1" 

Tiie  Egyptian  looked  at  me  with  an  angry  glanee,  n 
if  he  would  also  chastise  the  speaker  for  inteiferiog; 
wlien  seeing  from  my  appearance  that  I  was  a  man  oi 
rank,  and  perceiving,  also,  the  prince  through  a  paswg> 
in  the  ruined  wall,  he  bent  his  forehead  low  and  said: 

"  My  lord,  I  did  not  see  you,  or  I  would  have  tiki^ 
the  idle  graybeard  out  and  beaten  him." 

*'  But  why  beat  him  ?"  I  asked. 

"  His  load  awaits  liim  on  the  road  where  he  dropp*' 
it,  when  my  second  olficer  struck  down  this  yoi»* 
fellow,  who  Btop|)e<l  to  gaze  at  a  chariot  I** 

"  Wliat  relation  do  tliey  bear  to  each  other!"  said  ^ 

'^  Tliis  is  the  old  man^s  youngest  son.  He  is  a  wt 
fooK  my  lord,  alK>ut  him,  and  tliough,  as  you  sec,  he 
nanlly  carry  a  full  load  for  himself,  he  will  try  and  a^ 
to  his  own,  a  part  of  the  bricks  the  boy  should  be^ 
Come,  old  man,  leave  the  boy  and  on  to  your  work!** 

Tlic  aged  Hebrew  raised  to  my  face  a  look  of  desp0i^ 
trembling  with  mute  appeal,  as  if  he  expected  no  inter 
p<isition,  yet  had  no  other  hope  left. 

'^  Leave  them  here,"  I  said.  '^  I  will  be  rosponnble 
tor  the  act." 

^*  But  I  am  under  a  chief  captain  who  will  make  mo 
account  to  him  for  every  brick  not  delivered.  The  tak 
of  bricks  that  leaves  the  plain  and  that  which  is  reoeiTed 
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m  taken  and  compared.  I  have  a  certwn  number  of 
men  and  boys  under  me,  and  they  have  to  make  up  in 
iheii  loadfl  a  given  talo  of  bricks  between  buu  and 
sw.  If  they  fail,  I  lose  my  wages  I"  Tliia  waa  spoken 
nltenly. 

"  What  is  thy  day's  wa^s  i"  I  demanded. 

"A  qnarter  of  a  searabaaua,"  he  answerd.  This  i= 
the  common  cheap  coin,  bearing  the  sacred  beetle  cut  in 
fWnc,  copper,  lead,  and  even  wood.  Higher  values  are 
repreaoDted  by  BJlver,  bronze,  brass,  aud  gold  riugs. 
Money  in  disk-form  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  in  Egypt. 
An  Efifvptian's  purse  Is  a  necklace  of  gold  rings  of 
^(tr  or  iees  value.  The  scarabteus  is  oiten  broken  in 
four  pieces,  each  fraction  containing  a  hieroglyphic. 
Tbe  7alae  is  about  equal  to  a  Syrian  neffir. 

I  placed  in  his  hand  a  copper  scarabieas,  and  said : 
■'Go  thy  way  I  This  shall  justify  thee  to  thy  conscience. 
"Riefie  Hebrews  are  too  helpless  to  be  of  further  service 
to  thee  this  day." 

The  taskmaster  took  the  money  witli  a  smile  of  grati- 
ticadriD,  and  at  once  left  tre  court  of  the  fountain.  The 
"la  Hebrew  looked  at  me  with  grateful  surprise,  caught 
■"7  hand,  pressed  it  to  hjS  heart,  and  then  covered  it 
"^'li  kisses.  I  smiled  upon  him  with  friendly  sympathy 
*iQ,  Biooping  down,  raised  the  Lead  of  tho  young  mait 
"pnu  rrjy  knee.  By  our  united  aid  he  was  soon  restored 
'0  sensibility. 

^"t,  my  dear  mother,  I  will,  with  your  permission, 
^miuue  my  narrative  in  another  letter.  The  trumpets, 
*hich  from  the  teiujjlc  of  Osiiie  proclaim  that  the  last 
'*J8  of  the  setting  sun  are  disappearing  from  its  sum- 
"^h  also  warn  me  to  draw  my  letter  to  a  close.     The 
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inceoBe  of  the  altar  rises  into  the  blue  aud  golden  skj, 
and  typifies  prujer.  I  will  receive  the  lesson  it  teaches, 
and  retire  to  my  oratory  and  pray,  O  mother,  for  thj 
health  and  happiness  and  the  prosperity  of  thy  reign. 

Your  affectionate  son, 

SESOST&I& 


tSUEL  IM  BOKDJkGE. 


LETTER    VII. 


UitoTAL  AND  axLovsa  Mothkb: 

I  WILL  now  coDtiDue  the  narrstiTe  of  my  inter- 
new  witli  the  venerable  bond-ecrvant  at  the  fountain  or 
"itgU  of  gtrangere,"  near  the  treaeure-city  Haamaee. 

After  the  jonth  had  recovered  hie  senBes,  I  was  for  a 
fevmoments  an  object  of  profound  surprise  to  him.  He 
turejed  me  with  mingled  fear  and  wonder. 

"Hj  lord  is-  good,  fear  him  not,  Israel,"  said  the  old 
■OBD.  The  youth  looked  incredulons,  and,  bad  his 
Btrength  permitted,  would  have  fled  away  &om  me,  I 
■aid— 

"  I  am  not  thy  taskmaeter !  Dread  not  my  presence  1" 
"1^  tone  of  my  voice  reassured  him.  He  smiled  gontly, 
^il  an  expreseioQ  of  gladness  lighted  up  his  eyes.  A 
^^  of  blood  trickled  down  his  forehead  and  increased 
ite  paleness  of  his  skin. 

"  What  is  thy  name  t"  I  asked  the  old  man,  speaking 
Ik  Sjiiac,  for  in  that  tongne  I  had  heard  bim  mnrmor 
"*^  name  of  his  son ;  and  I  have  since  fonnd  that  «D 
Bi^lirewB  of  the  older  class  speak  this  language,  or 
™iier  Syro-Chaldaic.  They  also  anderetand  and  ipeak 
Egyptian  vernacular. 

"Beu  Isaac,  my  lord  I"  be  answered. 
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**  Art  thou  in  bondage  V' 

**  I  and  my  children,  as  my  fathers  were  I** 

"  What  brought  thee  and  thy  people  into  this 
tuder 

^  It  is  a  sad  history,  my  lord  I  Art  thou  then  a 
stranger  in  Egypt,  that  thou  art  ignorant  of  the  story 
of  the  Hebrew  ?" 

^^  I  am  a  Pha3nician.  I  have  been  but  a  few  weeka  io 
Egypt." 

^^ Phoenicia!  That  is  beyond  Edom;  nay,  beyond 
Philistia,"  he  said  musingly.  "Our  fathers  came  far- 
ther, even  from  Palestine." 

"  Who  were  your  fathers !" 

"  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob." 

^^  I  have  heard  of  them,  three  princes  of  Syria,  mioiy 
generations  past  I" 

"Yes,  my  lord  of  Phoenicia,"  said  the  venerable 
man,  his  eyes  lighting  up ;  "  they  were  princes  in 
their  land  1  But,  lo !  this  day  behold  their  childrra 
in  bondage!  And  such  a  servitude!"  he  cried^  rais- 
ing his  withered  hands  heavenward.  "  Death,  my  lord, 
is  preferable  to  it !  How  long  must  we  groan  in  slavery! 
How  long  our  little  ones  bear  the  yoke  of  Egypt?" 

At  this  moment  one  of  the  footmen  of  Prince  Remese^ 
found  me  and  said : 

"  My  lord  prince  seeks  for  thee !" 

I  put  money  in  tlie  liands  of  the  venerable  Hebrew 
and  his  son,  and  left  them  amid  tlieir  expressions  of 
grateful  surprise.  Wlicn  1  rejoined  Kemeses,  he  wbB 
already  in  liis  cliariot.  Having  placed  myself  by  his 
side,  he  said  that  he  would  now  drive  me  around  the 
walls  of  the  new  city,  and  show  me  its  general  plan- 


He  bftd  expluned  all  pardcnlaiB  with  hiB  bnHdeiB,  and 
they  Ten  to  commeiice  the  erectioQ  of  the  palace  <^  the 
governor  the  following  week. 

Ihfl  wide  circuit  we  made  along  the  plain  afforded 
me  B  commaodiDg  view  of  the  treaBore-city  in  its  pro- 
gren.  The  walls  at  one  part  were  literally  black  with 
diTee,  who  like  ants  traversed  them,  canying  thedi 
buduu  of  bricks  to  those  who  laid  the  conrses.  A 
wt  pile,  bniit  more  for  strength  than  beanty,  attracted 
Btj  notica.  "^That  is  one  of  the  twelve  great  granaries 
of  the  Prince  Joseph,  which  he  bnilt  one  hnndred  and 
buncora  years  ago,  in  the  twelve  districts  of  Egypt. 
It  ie  still  in  nee  as  sncb."  As  we  passed  the  gateway,  1 
perceived  that  the  cartouch  was  defaced.  KemeseB  aaid 
that  this  was  tlie  act  of  Amtinophis,  when  be  came  to 
the  throne,  whoae  policy  was  to  remove  not  only  every 
■race  of  the  mie  of  the  Palestinian  kings,  bnt  all  the 
aiemoriala  which  broaght  their  dynasty  to  remem- 
trance ;  and  these  granaries  of  Pharaoh's  prime  minis- 
fsfi  Iceepf  or  Joseph,  were  among  the  noblest  monn- 
ments  of  the  reign  of  the  last  of  the  foreign  mlero,  the 
f'ther  of  the  Princess  Ephtha,  from  whom  Remesea  is 
i^eoded,  in  the  fonrth  generation  only,  I  believe. 

At  length  we  stopped  at  a  beantifnl  gate  of  a  email 
'•'Dple  dedicated  to  Apis.  Every  part  of  it  was  mi- 
BBteljand  exquisitely  sculptured.  It  contained  a  siogle 
*^ai,  within  which  was  the  effigy  of  the  sacred  bull, 
*  cubit  in  length,  of  solid  gold.  Boys  dressed  in  the 
^est  white  linen  were  the  officiating  priests.  While  1 
**»  admiring  this  miniature  edifice  and  the  richneee  of 
"1  its  appointments,  Bemeses  said : — 

"this  is  an  affectionate  tribute  of  a  mother's  love 
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On  my  twelfth  birth-day  she  had  this  sacred  fane  de 
cated  in  honor  of  the  event.  Here  she  consecrated  i 
as  a  boy  to  the  youthful  god  Horns.  I  rememl 
perfectly,  the  solemn  impression  the  whole  scene  ma 
apon  my  heart  and  imagination.  Once  a  year  I  coi 
hither  and  pass  a  night  watching  before  its  a.tar  and 
prayer,  rather  in  filial  acquiescence  with  her  wish 
which  to  me  are  laws,  than  from  reverence  for  t 
godr 

We  had  already  alighted,  and  were  standing  on  t 
portico  of  the  temple,  which  was  of  crescent  shape,  a 
bordered  by  a  row  of  elegantly  veined  alabaster  colmc 
from  Alabastron,  rich  quarries  of  the  Pharaohs  near  t 
Cataracts.  After  examining  the  temple,  and  expreasi 
the  admiration  which  it  merited,  we  were  going  oi 
when  I  saw  a  young  Hebrew  girl  flying  from  the  pi 
suit  of  one  of  the  taskmasters.  Just  as  we  were  ent 
ing  the  temple,  I  had  seen  her  passing  with  many  otli 
females,  some  laden  with  straw,  others  with  bunches 
leeks  and  garlic,  which  they  were  taking  to  the  fie) 
for  the  dinner  of  the  laborers,  who  were  not  permitt 
to  go  to  their  huts  until  dark,  having  left  them  at  t 
first  blush  of  dawn  to  commence  their  ceaseless  toi 
Those  women  who  worked  not  in  the  brick-fields  w€ 
the  providers  of  food  for  the  rest.  This  young  girl 
had  noticed  was  bending  painfully  under  an  intoleral 
load  of  garlic  and  leeks,  which  she  bore  upon  her  hec 
and  yet  assisting  a  tottenng  woman,  who  was  walkii 
by  her  side  with  an  equally  heavy  burden  of  provisioi 
in  a  coarse  wicker-basket.  I  was  struck  with  the  e 
giincc  of  her  figure  and  with  the  beauty  of  her  face, 
well  as  with  her  kindness  to  her  companion,  when  a 
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bnwtf  needed  aid.  We  were  leaving  the  temple,  as  1 
tuve  8ud,  when  I  belield  her  Hjing-  As  elie  eiune  near, 
«be  iBv  the  prince,  aod  cast  herself  at  his  feet,  embra- 
cing ihem,  and  excbuming — 

"0  ray  lord — O  great  and  mighty  god!  mercy  I  — 
MTimel" 

Bemesee  regarded  her  witli  surprise,  and  said,  sternly 
J«  not  cruelly — 

"  Wlmt  di^st  thou  wish  ?     Why  dost  tbou  fly  from  thy 

"When  I  cast  down  my  load  and  took  up  ray  mother's, 
rho  was  ready  to  die,  be  struck  me  because  I  could 
SCI  take  both  together.  I  would  have  done  it,  O  lord 
prince,  hut  had  not  the  strength." 

'''  Go  back  to  thy  task,  young  woman.  Thou  shalt  oot 
iie  pauighed  for  s  kind  act  to  thy  mother.  The  gods  for- 
bid we  should  destroy  all  filial  ties,  even  among  out 
■laveg."  This  last  sentence  was  spoken  rather  with  his 
5«Ti  mind  than  addressed  to  any  one.  "What  is  this  I 
tear!"  he  continued,  speaking  to  the  sub-officer,  who, 
•wing  his  slave  seek  the  protection  of  Reraeses,  had 
Hopped,  a  short  distance  off,  expecting  to  have  her  sent 
bsck  to  him.    "Didst  thoo  strike  this  Hebrew  girl!" 

"She  is  wilful  and  intractable,  your  highness,"  answer- 
ed  the  man  humbly,  "  and-  " 

"  Ig  there  not  a  law  forbidding  blows  to  be  given  to 
^^  females  of  this  people !  Tou  will  deliver  your  rod 
"f  (^ce  to  my  chief  servant  liere,  and  are  no  longer  a 
'^^bnaster.  It  shall  be  known,  that  it  is  the  will  of  the 
queen  that  women  shall  have  light  tasks,  that  they  be 
''Wted  leniently,  and  not  made  to  suffer  the  punish- 
anffltof  blowi" 
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The  man,  with  a  downcast  face,  came  forward,  and 
placed  hiB  rod  in  the  hands  of  the  chief  servant,  who  wai 
the  captain  of  the  twelve  footmen  of  the  prince's  chariot, 
and  who,  at  a  glance  from  his  master,  broke  it,  and  cast 
the  pieces  upon  the  ground.  "  Now  go,  and  bring  hither 
tlie  basket  I  will  see  what  are  the  burdens  jou  place 
upon  the  weak,  and,  henceforth,  they  shall  be  proper 
tioned  to  the  strength  of  the  bearer." 

The  man  returned  several  hundred  yards  along  the 
road,  and  after  several  strenuous  efforts,  with  great 
difficulty  lifted  the  basket,  and  placed  it  at  the  prince's 
feet  To  the  amazement  of  all  about  him  he  stooped 
to  raise  the  wicker-basket  of  leeks  from  the  ground. 
Putting  forth  his  strength  he  lifted  it,  for  he  is  a  man 
of  great  vigor,  but  immediately  setting  it  down  again, 
he  said,  with  indignation  flashing  from  his  eyes,  as  he 
addressed  the  disgraced  taskmaster — 

"  Seest  thou  what  thou  wonldst  compel  this  frail  child 
to  bear  upon  her  head  ?  Tliou  art  cruel  and  barbarous ! 
Bind  him  !     He  shall  go  to  prison." 

"  My  lord,  I  am  not  alone — " 

"  So  much  the  worse.  If  the  abuse  is  wide-spread,  it 
is  time  to  correct  it,  and  see  that  the  law  of  the  realm  is 
observed.     Take  him  away  1" 

Two  of  the  servants  seized  him,  and,  tying  his  hands 
behind  him  with  the  thong  of  one  of  his  own  sandals, 
led  hini  away  into  the  citadel  of  Kaamses.  The  Hebrew 
girl  still  kneeled,  trembling  and  wondering.  Kemeset 
spoke  to  her  kindly,  no  doubt  moved  by  her  tean  and 
extraordinary  beauty,  and  said — 

*'  Go  in  peace,  child.  "Return  to  thy  mother.  Fear 
no  more  the  rod  of  thy  taskmasters.    The  hand  of  the 
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dnt  ll)^t  is  laid  OD  a  Hebrew  woman  shall  be  cot  off 
with  3  aword." 

The  joaa^  girl  kiflsed  -the  saadaled  feet  of  the  princ^ 
and  hutenciil  to  the  Bpot  where  she  bad  left  her  mo^er 
wated  OD  Uid  ground.  Bemesee,  with  his  eyes,  followed 
W,  and  Eighed.  Who  cao  tell  what  heavy  thonghte 
>ere  ptueing  in  hie  mindl  When  he  comes  to  the 
thnme,  I  know  him  not,  mj  mother,  if  the  c<mditioa  ol 
tbe  Hebrews  will  not  be  greatly  ameliorated,  and  their 
lot  rendered  far  happier.  I  saw  the  girl  embrace  and 
nuK  ber  mother  from  the  earth,  and  then  supporting 
lier  affectiuoately,  lead  her  away  towards  a  groap  of 
ltt%  not  far  off,  in  one  of  which,  probably,  was  their 
abode. 

"  My  SesoetriB,"  said  the  prince,  "  walk  with  me  along 
tliisteiTace-  I  have  yet  to  see  the  governor  of  the  queen's 
gnmariee,  and  will  converse  with  thee  until  he  arrives." 
Tbe  terrace  ran  along  the  south  Bide  of  the  low  pyram- 
idal area  on  which  the  temple  was  elevated.  From  it 
tliere  was  a  lovely  view  of  fields,  and  gardens,  and 
gfoves  of  palm  and  orange  trees,  extending  over  the  land 
of  Goehen,  which  is  the  most  fertile  and  highly-culti- 
'sted  portion  of  Egypt  that  I  have  seen.  From  the  ter- 
race, steps  of  polished  porphyry  led  to  a  garden  fragrant 
*iib  flowers,  which  were  cultivated  alongside  of  the 
lemple,  in  order  to  make  of  them  offerings  of  cbaplets 
to  the  god,  who  was  crowned  with  them  every  morning 
"J  the  "  flower  priest."  The  office  of  this  dignitary  was 
"  ttered  as  his  who  offered  incense,  which  indeed  is  but 
tbs  fragrance  of  flowers  in  another  form,  purified  by  fire, 
hi  tiuB  garden  I  saw  the  myrobalaniim,  with  its  rich 
•niit,  out  of  which  a  rare  ointment  is  extracted  foi 
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anointing  the  priests ;  the  phoenicobalanns,  which  bean 
an  intoxicating  fruit,  and  gives  to  the  priests  who  eat  of 
it  divining  powers ;  the  graceful  palma,  or  sheath  for  the 
palm-flowers ;  the  abnond-tree,  brilliant  with  its  flower* 
ing  branches;  the  wine-giving  myza;  the  ivoiy-palm 
fruit,  of  which  censers  are  made ;  the  mimosa  Kilodca, 
and  the  golden  olive  of  ArsinoS.  All  these  grew  on  oni* 
path,  which  traversed  the  garden  close  to  the  terraoti 
and  I  enumerate  them,  dear  mother,  as  I  know  your  Iknv 
^cultural  taste,  and  that  any  thing  about  the  plants  of 
Egypt  will  gratify  you.  I  have  already  selected  several 
of  the  most  beautiful,  and  intend,  by  the  first  ship  that 
sails  for  T^re  from  the  Nile,  to  forward  them  to  yon. 
That  they  may  be  cared  for,  and  rightly  managed  wheo 
you  receive  them,  I  shall  send  with  them  an  Egyptian 
gardener.  I  have  seen  no  oaks  in  Egypt,  nor  does  our 
majestic  Libanian  cedar  grow  here.  It  is  a  land  rather 
of  fl<)wers  than  of  trees.  The  myrtle  is  everywhere 
seen  as  an  ornamental  tree,  and  is  highly  odoriferous 
in  this  climate.  Here,  I  saw  also  the  endive,  and 
the  AmaracBS,  from  the  latter  of  which  the  celebrated 
Amaracine  ointment,  used  to  anoint  the  Pharaohs,  is  ex- 
pressed. One  bed  of  variegated  flowers,  at  the  end  of 
tlic  terrace,  attracted  my  attention  from  their  combined 
splendor.  There  were  the  edthbah,  with  its  proud  purple 
flower;  the  ivy-shaped-leaved  dulcamara,  used  by  the 
priests  for  sacred  chaplets;  also  the  acinos,  of  which 
wreaths  are  made  by  maidens,  to  wear  intermingled  with 
their  braided  tresses.  Above  all  towered  the  heliochry- 
som,  with  which  the  gods  are  crowned,  and  by  it  grew 
its  rival,  the  sacred  palm,  the  branches  of 
borne  at  the  feasts  of  Isis. 
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Tiiere  were  loaiiy  other  rare  and  beautiful  plants,  bat 
1  have  cnunieratcd  theee  to  show  jon  what  a  land  of 
flowera  is  thie  Bonny  land  of  Osiris  and  Isis. 

The  prince,  after  we  bad  once  traversed  tbe  terrace  in 
ojeuce,  tamed  his  thoughtful  face  towards  me  and  said, 
tetiEjing  what  was  upon  his  thoughts — 

"Prince,  this  is  the  problem  of  Egypt.  Ita  Bolitioii 
calls  for  greater  wisdom  than  belougs  to  man  1" 

"  Ton  mean  the  bondage  of  the  Hebrew  people  t"  1 
iMwered,  at  once  perceiving  the  meaning  of  his  words. 

"  Tee,"  he  replied,  witli  a  sigh  and  a  grave  brow.  "  1 
bsTp  promised  to  acquaint  you  with  their  history. 
Itsiea,  and  as  far  as  I  know  it  yon  sbaU  have  it  given 
lojon.  Onr  records,  kept  and  preserved  by  the  priests 
in  the  Hall  of  Books  in  the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  give  the 
following  acconnt  of  the  origin  of  this  race,  which,  al- 
lowiDg  for  the  errors  that  are  interwoven  in  all  mere 
twdition,  is,  no  donbt,  worthy  of  credit. 

"  A,bont  foar  hundred  years  ago,"  says  the  History  of 
4*  Priests,  "  there  arrived  in  the  land  of  Palestine  a 
bjtUd  prince  from  Meeopotamia  or  ABeyria,  with  large 
Bwb  and  herds ;  having  formed  an  alliance  with  Mel- 
'liisedec,  king  of  Salem,  the  two  dwelt  near  one  another 
»  peace  and  fricsdehip, — for  not  only  was  the  Assyrian 
•lee  and  upright,  but  the  gods  were  with  him,  and  blessed 
*°i  prospered  him  in  all  that  he  did." 

"Tliis  Melchisedec  the  king,"  I  said,  "  was  also  favored 
'i  his  god ;  and  bis  virtues  have  corae  down  to  ns  fra- 
F»nt  with  the  beauty  of  piety  and  good  deeds." 

"Tradition  has  been  faithful  to  him,"  answered  Reme- 
**■  "  Among  the  Arabian  priests  of  Petra  he  is  held  as 
'  V^,  who  came  down  on  earth  to  sliow  kings  how  to 
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reign  and  benefit  mankind.  With  him  the  Prince  ol 
ABsyria,  Abram,  was  on  terms  of  the  closest  friendship. 
At  length  a  famine  arising  in  the  land  where  he  dwelt, 
he  came  down  into  Egjpt  just  after  the  invading  hosti 
of  Phoenicia  and  Palestine  had  inundated  our  kingdom, 
and  conquering  On  and  Memphis,  had  subdued  Lower 
Egypt,  and  set  up  their  foreign  dynasty,  known  as  that 
of  the  Hyksos  or  Shepherd  Kings." 

"  This  history  is  well  known  to  our  archives  kept  in 
the  temple  of  Astarte  at  Tyre,"  I  answered ;  "and  therein 
we  learn  that  the  hero  Satfes,  who  had  a  warlike  spirit 
which  could  not  find  field  in  Lower  Syria,  was  threa^ 
ened  by  famine,  and  hearing  of  the  abundance  in  Egypt 
and  the  splendor  of  its  cities,  combined  with  the  ener- 
vating habits  which  grow  out  of  luxury  and  unbroken 
peace,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  its  invasion  ;  and  at  the 
nead  of  an  undisciplined  but  brave  army  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand  men,  horsemen  and  footmen,  with 
three  hundred  chariots  of  iron,  he  descended  through 
Arabia  Deecrta,  and  entered  Egypt  by  the  desert  of  the 
sea,  capturing  and  fortifying  Ezion-Geber  on  his  march." 

"  These  particulars  are  not  so  fully  given  by  our  his- 
torians," answered  Remeses.  "This  ambitious  warrior 
having  entered  the  Sethroite  country,  encamped  and 
founded  a  city  which  he  made  his  arsenal  of  war ;  and 
from  it  he  sent  out  liis  armies  and  conquered  Memphis 
and  the  whole  of  Lower  Egj^pt,  The  kings  of  EhT^ 
abandoning  to  him  Lower  Egypt,  retired  with  their 
court  and  army  to  the  Thebai'd,  and  were  content  to 
reign  tliere  over  half  the  kingdom,  while  the  haughty 
conquerors  established  their  foreign  throne  at  Mem- 
plus. 
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"II  was,"  condnned  Remeaes,  "during  the  reign  of 
Bncnt,  the  first  Phamician  Pharaoh  after  the  doath  ol 
the conqaeror,  llrnt  Abram  came  into  Egjrpt.  He  bad 
known  this  priiic't.'  in  Palestine  when  he  was  in  his  yoatb, 
lad  the  king  gladly  wotcomed  eo  powcrfal  a  lord  and 
■■amor,  who  had  in  battle  overthrown  Cbedorlaomer, 
the  mighty  King  of  Elam,  and  whoee  language  was 
Marly  similar  to  his  own.  Thia  Prince  Abram  dwelt  in 
EigTpt  during  the  continuance  of  the  famine  in  Sjria, 
»nd  near  tlie  conrt  of  the  ting,  who  not  only  took  him 
inio  his  counsels,  but  lavished  upon  him  great  ricbe& 
'Bnt  the  king,'  eaye  the  history, '  becoming  enamored  of 
ibe  beantifnl  Princess  Sara,  the  wife  of  the  Lord  of 
Palestiae,  Abram  removed  from  his  court;  and  with 
p^t  riches  of  gold,  silver,  cattle,  and  eerranta,  marched 
oni  of  Egypt  into  Arabia  of  the  South,  and  bo  to  his 
"»n  city.' " 

"It  is  probably,"  I  said,  "from  thia  fact  ttf  Prince 
Abram's  coming  into  Egypt  abont  the  time  that  the 
•  liSQicianB  came,  that  some  traditions  have  made  him 
its  conqueror  and  the  founder  of  the  dynaety  of  the 
Sbepherd  Kings." 

"  Yes ;  for  this  Abram  was  not  only  eminent  as  a  war- 
like prince,  bnt  hia  usual  retinue  was  an  army,  wherever 
''*  moved  ;  and  no  doubt  Bnon,  the  king,  willingly  let 
'^  depart  when  he  had  offended  him,  rather  than  meet 
the  valor  of  the  arm  which  had  already  slain  five  kings 
ff  the  East,  and  taken  their  spoil.  At  length  Prince 
Abram  died  and  left  a  son,  who  succeeded  him  no* 
""v  in  his  riches  but  his  wisdom.  After  a  lime  be  also 
^  and  left  a  son,  Prince  Jacob,  who  had  twelve  sons. 
"U  princes  ol  valor — but  who,  like  the  Arabians  of  to- 


126  THE   PILLAB  OF  FIRS,   OK 

day,  lived  a  nomadic  life.  One  of  these  brothera  wa 
beloved  of  his  father  more  than  the  others ;  and,  move 
by  envy,  they  seized  upon  him  and  sold  him  to  a  can 
yan  of  the  bands  of  Ishmael,  the  robber  king  of  Idamei 
as  it  was  on  its  waj  to  Egypt.  These  barbarians  sol 
the  young  Prince  Joseph  to  an  officer  of  the  king's  pa 
ace,  Potipharis,  captain  of  the  guard,  whose  deecendani 
Potiphar-Meses,  is  the  general  of  cavalry  you  met  at  th 
queen's  banquet.  This  officer  became  the  friend  of  th 
young  Syrian,  and  raised  him  to  a  place  of  honor  in  hi 
household.  In  the  course  of  time  the  king,  who  wa 
the  eminent  Pharaoh- Apophis,  dreamed  a  dream  whici 
greatly  troubled  his  mind,  and  which  neither  his  sootb 
Bayers,  magicians,  nor  the  priests  could  interpret.  Jc 
seph,  who  was  eminent  for  his  piety,  love  of  truth,  aii4 
devotion  to  his  God,  being  in  prison — ^to  which,  on  som« 
false  charge  of  seeking  the  love  of  his  master's  wife,  h 
had  been  committed — had  interpreted  the  dreams  o 
two  prisoners,  one  of  whom,  being  released  and  hearinj 
of  the  king's  dream,  sent  him  word  that  while  in  prisoi 
the  Hebrew  captive  had  truly  interpreted  a  dream,  whid 
both  he  and  his  companion  had  dreamed.  Thereupoi 
Pharaoh  sent  for  the  Hebrew,  who  interpreted  his  dream 
which  prophesied  seven  years  of  great  plenty,  such  a 
was  never  known  in  Egypt,  and  seven  years  to  follow 
them  of  such  scarcity  as  no  kingdom  on  earth  had  eve 
suffered  from.  And  when  the  Hebrew  had  recom 
mended  die  king  to  appoint  an  officer  to  gather  in  th< 
com  during  the  years  of  plenty,  and  to  husband  it  ii 
treasure-houses  against  the  seven  years  of  scarcity,  Ap 
uphis  at  once  elevated  him  to  that  high  position.  Be 
moving  from  his  hand  his  own  signet  ring,  he  placed  ii 
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I  opon  tbe  tinger  of  Joseph ;  and,  liaving  arrayed  lihn  in 
Teetores  of  Hue  lineu  aud  placed  a  gold  chain  about  bis 
neck,  presented  him  with  the  second  state-chariot  to  ride 
in,  and  made  him  ruler  over  all  hie  realm,  commanding 
lU  meD  to  bow  the  knee  before  him  ae  to  a  prince  of  tbe 
ttlood,  luid  second  in  power  only  to  himself." 

"And  these,"  I  said,  glancing  at  a  group  of  Hebrew 
liborets  not  far  off,  who  were  seated  npon  a  nun  eating 
garb'c  and  coarse  bread  tor  their  noon-day  tneal — "  aud 
ttflM  are  of  the  same  blood  V 

"Tea,  SesoetrisI  But  yon  shall  hear  their  history. 
IHs  Joseph  reigned  in  Egj'pt  above  threescore  ycara, 
Wiiiog  in  bis  hand  the  supreme  power,  save  only  that 
he  Tore  not  the  crown  of  Apophis,  who,  given  np  to 
pleaenre  or  to  war,  gladly  relieved  himself  of  the  active 
cans  of  state.  But  while  he  was  early  in  power,  and 
fet  a  young  man,  his  father  and  brothers  wore  driven 
•into  Egypt  by  the  seven  yeare'  famine,  which  followed 
the  seven  years  of  plenty  V 

"Then,"  I  interrupted,  "the  dream  of  Pharaoh  was 
figfatly  read  by  the  Hebrew  youth  V 

"In  all  particulars  he  interpreted  it  with  the  wisdom 
^fftgod,  who  sees  into  the  future  as  into  the  pastl  Bat, 
■o  ^eBnme  my  narrative — he  recognized  hie  father,  Jacob, 
and  big  brethren." 

"Bid  he  make  use  of  bis  power  to  pimish  the  latter 
for  their  cruelty  in  selling  him  into  bondage  1" 

"  Od  the  contrary,  he  forgave  them  I  At  first  they 
™d  not  recognize  their  shepherd  brother  in  the  power- 
ini  and  splendid  prince  of  Egypt,  before  whom  they 
"•oie  nnder  his  name  of  Hermes-Osiris,  which  Pharaoh 
W  conferred  upon  him." 


y 
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*'  It  iniist  have  been  both  a  wonderful  surprise  and  a 
source  of  terror  to  them  when  they  at  length  found  in 
whose  presence  they  bowed,"  I  said,  picturing  in  mj 
mind  the  scene  when  they  perceived  who  he  was.  1 
imagined  not  only  the  trembling  fear  of  the  men,  but 
the  joy  of  the  venerable  father. 

^^  Doubtless  a  most  touching  and  interesting  inter- 
view," answered  Bemeses.  '^Instead  of  aven^ng  their 
cruelty  he  entertained  them  in  his  palace  with  a  ban. 
quet,  and  afterwards  solicited  of  Pharaoh,  who  refused 
him  no  request,  that  his  father  and  brethren  might  dwell 
in  the  land." 

At  this  moment  a  tall  Hebrew  young  man  passed, 
returning  with  a  proud,  free  step,  having  carried  hia  bur- 
den and  placed  it  by  a  well,  which  some  workmen  were 
repairing.  I  gazed  upon  him  with  interest,  fancying  I 
beheld  in  his  face  the  lineaments  of  the  prince  of  whom 
Remeses  was  talking.  1  thought,  too,  the  eyea  of  my 
companion  followed  the  youthful  bondman,  as  he  went 
away,  with  something  like  a  kindred  sentiment ;  for,  as 
he  discoursed  of  the  glory  and  virtues  of  Prince  Joseph, 
it  was  impossible  that  we  should  not  be  drawn  nearer,  as 
it  were,  to  these  hapless  captives  of  his  race. 

"  It  was  in  this  part  of  Egypt  where  the  Syrian  patri- 
arch dwelt.  This  very  temple  is  erected  upon  the  mte 
of  his  habitation,  and  from  here,  as  far  as  you  can 
see,  stretched  the  rich  fields  and  fertile  plains  occu- 
pied by  him,  his  sons,  and  their  descendants.  Here 
they  erected  cities,  most  of  which  were  destroyed  by  the 
subsequent  dynasty,  with  all  the  monuments  of  Joseph's 
power ;  and  here  they  dwelt  for  seventy  years  in  }>eace 
and  olenty,  increasing  in  numbers,  wealth,  and  intelli- 
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gnice— their  beet-edacated  men  holding  officae  in  tlit 
Bat«  tnd  commaii<liiig  the  respect  and  confidence  not 
onlj  of  ilio  king,  bnt  of  the  Egyptians. " 

Bm,  my  dear  mother,  it  is  time  I  close  tbia  letter. 
Cutil  1  again  take  up  my  pen  to  write  yon,  remain  8»- 
(wed,  I  pray  you ,  of  ray  filial  reverenw?  and  love. 
Your  affeotionBte 


/^ 
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LETTEB   YIII 

PaL4C»  Of 

Mt  hohoued  abb  beloved  Motheb  : 

My  last  letter  closed  with  the  narration  of  a  hia- 
tory  of  the  Hebrews,  from  the  lips  ot  Prince  Bemeaea^ 
to  which  I  listened  as  we  walked  to  and  firo  on  the  teis> 
race  of  the  temple.  I  will  in  this  letter  continue,  or 
rather  conclude,  the  snbject,  feeling  that  it  will  have 
interested  you  quite  as  deeply  as  it  has  engaged  my 
attention. 

The  governor  of  the  queen's  granaries  having  arrived, 
mounted  upon  a  handsomely  caparisoned  horse,  and  at- 
tended by  runners,  the  prince  at  once  gave  him  the 
orders  for  which  he  came,  and  then,  <Qismissing  him  with 
a  waive  of  his  hand,  turned  to  me,  as  I  was  watching 
the  majestic  flight  of  several  eagles  of  prey,  which, 
circling  above  my  head  at  a  great  height,  with  seem* 
ingly  immovable  wings,  through  cutting  the  air  so  swift* 
ly,  gradually  diminished  the  circles  of  their  flight,  and 
descended  upon  some  object  not  far  distant,  on  the  road 
leading  to  another  treasure-city,  called  Pithom,  many 
leagues  up  the  Nile,  which  the  Hebrews  had  built  for 
Amuuophis  L,  threescore  years  and  more  ago. 

*'  I  will  now  resume  my  history  of  the  Hebrews,  niy 
bear  Sesostris/'  said  the  prince,  '^  and  will  be  brief,  m 
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we  mDBt  retDTD  U>  On.  Hie  Prince  Joseph,  as  I  hare 
said,  obtained  for  hie  father  and  hretlireii  all  this  fair 
plain,  the  heart  and  beauty  of  Egypt,  Here  they  dwelt 
when  the  old  man  died,  after  seventeen  years'  residence 
m  Egypt ;  and  the  Hebrew  prime  minister  of  the  king 
made  for  hia  father  a  funeral  such  as  few  kings  receive. 
It  is  eaid  to  have  been  more  magniiicent  than  that  cd 
Oeirtaeen  I.,  of  which  onr  poets  have  sung.  By  Pha- 
raoh's command,  as  his  favorite  wished  to  bury  his  fatli^ 
m  Palcetine,  a  vast  army  went  up  with  the  body, — 
chariots,  horBcmen,  and  footmen, — eo  that  to  this  day  the 
Eplendor  and  pomp  of  the  funeral  is  a  tradition  through- 
ont  tbe  lanils  ihey  traversed.  Joseph  then  returned  to 
E^ypt,  and  ruled  sixty-one  years,  until  both  he  and 
Apophis  the  king  were  waxed  in  years.  At  length 
he  died,  and  was  embalmed,  and  his  body  placed  in  the 
second  pyramid,  which  you  behold  a  little  to  the  right 
t^f  Memphis.  There  hie  body  does  not  now  rest,  for, 
after  the  expulsion  of  the  Plicenician  dynasty,  the  He- 
brews secretly  removed  it,  and  its  place  of  concealment 
is  known  only  to  themselves.  There  is  a  saying  among 
them  that  the  bones  of  this  prince  shall  rise  again,  and 
that  he  shall  go  with  them  forth  from  Egypt  to  a  new 
and  fair  country  beyond  Arabia." 

"Then  they  have  a  hope  of  being  one  day  delivered 
from  their  present  condition  V  I  asked. 

"It  is  a  part  of  their  faith,  and  inborn,  if  I  may  so 

Bpeak.    It  is  this  hope,  I  think,  which  makes  them  bear 

Dp  BO  patiently  under  their  servitude." 

[  "And  how,  noble  Remeses,  were  they  reduced  to  bond- 

I         "ge  in  the  fair  land  wherein  they  once  dwelt  so  peace- 

I        "illj,  under  the  benign  eway  of  their  mighty  br<»ther|' 

it..  .^^ 


^ 
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^The  auswer  to  this  question,  mj  SeeostriB,"  said  th 
prince,  '*  will  involve  a  Iii8tx)i7  of  the  overthrow  of  th 
dynasty  of  the  Phoenician  conquerors,  which  lasted  ovc 
two  hundred  years,  with  a  succession  of  six  kings.  Upo 
the  death  of  the  Prince  Joseph  in  his  one  hundred  an 
tenth  year,  Apophis  the  king,  being  also  of  great  age,  Im 
came  incapable  of  managing  his  kingdom,  which  he  ha 
for  B\xty  years  intrusted  to  the  hands  of  his  Hebrew  prim 
minister.  Ignorant  of  the  true  condition  of  his  goven 
ment — ^known  to  but  few  of  his  subjects — aged  and  imln 
cile,  he  was  incapable  of  holding  the  reins  of  state,  left  b 
the  Hebrew  in  his  hands.  The  ever-jealous  and  watd 
ful  king  of  the  Thebaid,  in  Upper  Egypt,  did  not  dela 
to  take  advantage  of  an  opportunity  like  this  to  attemp 
the  restoration,  in  Lower  Egypt,  of  the  ancient  thron 
of  the  native  Pharaohs,  by  the  expulsion  of  the  usnrj; 
ing  dynasty.  But,  my  Sesostris,  you  know  well  th 
subsequent  history — ^how  Pharaoh  Amosis,  with  hia  The 
ban  hosts,  drove  them  from  city  to  city,  and  finally  pui 
sued  them  into  Arabia,  whence  they  settled  in  the  Ian* 
of  the  Philistines,  and,  capturing  Salem,  made  it  thei 
capital  city — at  least  such  is  one  of  the  traditions.'* 

"  They  held  it  for  a  time,"  I  answered,  "  but,  beinj 
driven  from  it  by  the  King  of  Elam,  they  subsequent!; 
fortified  Askelon.  They  are  still  a  powerful  people 
under  the  name  of  Philistines ;  and,  what  is  singolai 
retain  scarcely  a  custom  derived  from  the  two  hondrei 
and  twenty-live  years'  residence  and  reign  in  Egypt,** 

^^  It  is  not  more  remarkable  than  the  fact  that  thai 
domination  here  made  no  impression  upon  the  people  o 
Egypt ;  they  left  no  words  of  their  own  in  our  language 
and  no  customs  of  theirs  were  adopted  by  the  Egyptiani 


Tbej  simply  held  military  poeseEsioD  of  the  kingdom, 
liriug  ia  fortified  cities  sod  levyiii;^  tribute  opoa  the 
people  for  their  support.  The  few  moDumentB  they 
erected  were  defaced  or  overthrown  hj  the  victorious 
Uebau  king  aad   restorer,  Amofiis,  mj  great  snceetor, 

r  Ifj hiB  encceeeor,  Ammiophis  L 

"Wlien  these  inTudcre  were  expelled  from  Lower 
Egypt,  then  the  two  crowns  of  the  Thebud  and  Meni- 
pliinc  kingdoms  became  united  in  the  person  of  Amn- 
oopliia,  the  son  of  '  the  Kestorer,'  and  it  is  this  Thebsid 
ipasty  which  now  holds  the  eceptre  of  the  two  kin|^ 
doing,  und  wliich  is  reproeented  in  the  person  of  mj 
oiolUi',  die  daughter  ol'  Aiuuoophis,  who  died  when 
ihe  waa  a  yonng  ^rl.  She  has  ever  since  reigned  with 
the  title  of  '  the  Daughter  of  Pharaoh,'  being  so  called 
b;  the  people  when  she  ascended  the  throne  of  Mem- 
pliiB  and  Thebes.  But  mj  dear  prince,"  said  Remeses, 
with  a  smile,  "  I  have  been  giving  yon  the  history  of 
the  djTiasty  of  my  race,  rather  than  of  the  Hebrew 
people." 

"1  am  not  the  lees  interested,  dear  Bemeeee,"  I  said, 
''ud  perceive  that  the  two  histories  are  natorally 
Miled." 

"Yee.  The  new  king,  Amosis,  called  '  Restorer,'  apon 
"^^  obelisk  at  Memphis  which  bears  his  name,  and  npoD 
■■Mch  the  scenes  of  the  ezpnlsion  of  these  Philistine  sol- 
'lier-nionarchB  are  depicted  with  great  spirit  and  fideUtj 
■^e  new  king,  I  say,  upon  driving  out  the  invaders, 
keeping  the  Phtenician  king's  fair  daughter,  Ephtha,  as 
w»  wife,  turned  his  attention  to  the  other  class  of  stran 
B^iS]  who  had  the  fairest  portion  of  Egypt  for  their  pos- 
*WioiL   He  accordingly  visited,  in  state,  the  city  of  Sac- 
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ooth,  in  the  proviuce  of  Ooehen,  which  they  had  built 
and  beaatified  during  the  seventj  years  they  had  dwelt 
there  under  Prince  Joseph's  mild  and  partial  rule.  U 
was  without  walls,  wholly  unfortified,  and  had  not  erra 
a  temple — ^for  the  Hebrews  of  the  better  class  wor 
ship  only  with  the  intellect,  a  spiritual  Deity  in  hk 
unity.'' 

'^  Which,  if  I  dare  speak  so  boldly  to  you,  O  Bemeeea,' 
I  said,  ^^  appears  to  me  to  be  the  noblest  speciea  of  wor 
ship,  and  the  purest  sort  of  religion  for  an  intelieotnal 
being." 

^^Sayest  thouS"  quickly  demanded  the  prince,  snr 
keying  my  face  with  his  f uU  bright  gaze.  «  Thon  art  is 
advance  of  the  rest  of  mankind,  my  Sesostris  1  The  same 
feeling  exists  in  my  own  bosom ;  but  I  believed  myaeU 
alone  in  experiencing  it.  Some  day  we  will  hold  die* 
course  together  on  this  high  mystery.  There  seems  to 
come  up  from  my  childhood  a  voice  which  I  can  never 
silence,  and  which  I  hear  loudest  when  I  am  most  sol- 
emnly engaged  in  the  sacred  rites  of  the  altars  of  our 
fi^ods,  saying — 

" '  Son  of  earth,  there  is  but  one  GOD,  invisible,  eter- 
nal, uncreated,  and  whose  glory  He  will  not  share  with 
another ;  worship  Him  with  the  spirit  and  with  the  nn- 
derstanding.' " 

*'  This  is  remarkable,"  I  said,  ^^  for  such  also  is  the 
mystery  taught  by  the  priests  of  Chaldea,  of  whom  Met 
chisedec  was  the  first  high-priest  I  have  read  theii 
8acred  books  in  Damascus." 

^*  I  have  never  seen  them ;  yet  this  voice  forces  itaeU 
upon  me  everywhere,  my  Sesostris.  All  is  dark  and 
inscrutable  to  us  mortals.     We  hang  oar  faith  apon  a 
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tndilion,  aiid  our  hopee  apon  a  myth.  We  feel  our- 
telTes  tqnaX  or  superior  to  the  deities  we  woreliip,  and 
End  no  repose  in  the  obeervacces  oar  religion  demands. 
Would  that  I  had  the  power  to  penetrate  the  bine 
heareoB  above  us  and  find  out  God,  and  know  what  life 
iwwu,  and  whence  we  came  and  whither  we  go." 
"Oace  across  the  Lake  of  the  Desd,^'  I  answered, 
udall  will  bo  revealed.  Oeirie  in  his  vaet  jndgment- 
tuili  will  give  each  soul  the  key  of  the  past  and  the 
fctnre." 

"80  Bay  the  prieste,  and  so  we  believe.  But  to  return 
to  the  Hebrews.  Anothertime  wo  will  diecourse  on  these 
themea.  The  new  king  hearing  that  two  hundred  thou- 
■And  asd  more  foreigners  dwelt  here,  called  all  the 
eldere  and  chief  men  before  him ;  and  when  he  had 
<]iieEtioned  them  and  heard  their  history,  and  had  learned 
tbu  the  Prince  Joseph,  who  had  done  bo  much  to  uphold 
Mid  cooBoiidate  the  Phoenician  rule,  was  one  of  their 
snceptnrs,  his  wrath  was  presently  kindled  against  them. 
He  Baw  in  them  the  friends  and  adherents  of  the  over- 
dirown  dynasty ;  both  as  allied  by  blood  to  the  great 
Hebrew  prime-minister,  and  as  originating  from  the 
Mine  country  with  the  expelled  Phcenician  king.  He, 
"lerefore,  perceiving  they  were  not  a  warlike  people, 
»nd  conld  not  be  dreaded  as  an  army,  instead  of  declar- 
ing ffar  against  them  and  driving  them  ont  of  Egypt,  aa 
(16  had  done  the  Syrian  kings,  resolved  to  reduce  them 
^  Wnitnde  like  captives  taken  in  war.  Having  come 
^  this  resolution,  he  held  as  prisoners  the  chief  men 
'•sfore  him,  and  placed  the  whole  people  under  the  yoke 
"bondage,  enrolling  them  under  task-officers,  and  put- 
^g  theni  to  work  upon  the  cities,  temples,  palaces,  and 
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canals,  which  the  Phceuicians  had  either  deetroyod,  or 
suffered  to  fall  into  ruin.  This  was  the  beginning,  mj 
Sesoetris,  of  the  subjugation  to  perpetual  labor  of  these 
Syrians  or  Hebrews  in  the  very  land  where  one  of  theb 
family  had  ruled  next  to  the  throne.  They  have  been 
engaged  since  in  building  cities,  and  walls,  and  in  eolti* 
vating  and  irrigating  the  royal  wheat-fields ;  aiding  in 
hewing  stone  in  the  quarries,  and  in  all  other  works  of 
serntude :  but  as  the  making  of  bricks  requires  no  intel- 
ligence, and  as  it  was  not  the  policy  of  Amonophift- 
Pharaoh  to  elevate  their  intellects,  but  the  contrary,  leet 
they  should  prove  troublesome,  they  have  chiefly  bees 
kept  to  this,  the  most  degrading  of  all  labor.'' 

^'  How  long  is  it  that  they  have  been  in  this  ocmdi- 
tion  ?"  I  asked. 

^' About  one  hundred  and  five  or  six  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  death  of  Prince  Joseph.  But  thej 
were  gradually  reduced  to  their  present  state.  During 
the  latter  years  only  of  Amunophis  were  their  tasks  in- 
creased. Tliey,  nevertheless,  multiplied  in  such  nam 
bers  that  the  king  began  to  apprehend  danger  to  his 
crown  from  their  multitude." 

"  Were  there  men  among  them  who  sought  to  fret 
their  fellows?"  I  inquired. 

"  Always,  and  to  this  hour.  They  are  a  proud, 
haughty,  resolute,  and  stubborn  race.  They  bend  to  the 
yoke,  indeed,  but  with  hatred  of  the  oppressor,  not  witli 
the  willing  submission  of  the  Libyan  or  Nubian  captive. 
The  king  had  reason  to  fear  from  the  increase  of  th^ 
numbers,  when  he  found  the  census  of  this  people  gavs 
more  than  a  million  of  souls,  while  the  number  of  hie 
own  subjects  in  both  provinces  did  not  exoeed  six  mil 
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lioDt;  his  own  Thebam  not  amountiDg  to  ae  many  aa 
flie  Hebrews  nnmbered.  Upon  this  be  became  alarmed, 
for  ht  was  about  entering  into  a  war  with  the  kings  of 
fijro-Arabia,  and  apprehended  that  being  of  the  same 
STiian  Btock  they  might  join  theniBelves  to  bis  enemies. 
He,  therefore,  increased  their  hardens  and  taBkmasten 
in  order  to  keep  them  in  cloeer  subjugation  ;  but  the 
more  he  oppressed  them  the  more  they  multiplied.  In 
nlaiing  these  facts,  O  prince,  do  not  think  I  approve 
of  cmelty  evea  in  my  royal  ancestor.  It  was,  no 
doubt,  a  great  wrong  in  the  beginning  inflicted  upon 
'hem,  in  makiug  them  servants,  and  the  subseqaent 
lerieg  of  oppreseions  were  but  the  natural  results  of  the 
first  act.  It  was  one  unmixed  evil  thronghout.  Hav- 
ing committed  the  manifest  error  in  the  outset,  of  enslav- 
•ng  them  to  the  crown,  it  now  became  a  necessary  policy 
to  prevent  their  dangerous  increase.  He  would  not 
wnd  them  with  his  army  into  Arabia  lest  they  should 
join  hie  enemies.  He,  therefore,  to  keep  down  their 
numbers,  ordered  all  the  male  infants  as  soon  as  bom  to 
^'^  I'Ot  to  death  by  the  Egyptian  women." 

"  A  dreadful  altematire  I"  I  exclwmed. 

"Tee,  and  one  not  to  be  defended,"  answered  Heme- 
**i  in  a  decided  tone.  "  Bnt  Amunophis,  having  caught 
the  lion  by  the  jaws,  was  compelled  either  to  destroy 
bim,  or  be  destroyed  himself.  The  result  of  the  edict 
^'^  that  many  perished. '  The  Nile,  it  is  said,  was  con- 
ilantly  bearing  down  upon  its  bosom  corpses  of  new-bom 
Hebrew  babes," 

"  Dreadful  I"  I  ejaculated. 
»  became  so  to  the  king.     But  he  felt  that  one  or 
tb*  Mher  must  perish,  and  that  these  innocent  infants 
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mnet  die  for  the  future  safety  of  the  kingdom*  lliere 
were  sad  and  tragic  scenes  I  Many  a  Hebrew  mother 
fought  to  save  her  infant,  or  perished  with  it  clasped  to 
her  hnart !  Many  a  desperate  father  resisted  the  soldien 
who  sought  his  hut  for  his  concealed  child,  and  died  on 
Lhe  threshold,  in  the  ineffectual  effort  to  save  his  Bont 
You  perceive,  Seeostris,  that  I  speak  with  emoticm.  1 
have  heard  the  scenes  of  that  era  described  by  thote 
who  witnessed  them.  I  was  an  infant  at  the  time,  and 
do  not  speak  of  my  own  knowledge ;  but  many  live  who 
then  saw  tragedies  of  horror  such  as  few  lands  have  wit- 
nessed. Had  I  been  Amunophis  I  think  I  should  have 
devised  some  other  way  to  ward  off  the  anticipated  dan- 
ger from  my  kingdom.  But  this  sanguinary  edict  waa 
unsuccessful.  The  Egyptian  nurses  were  tenderer  of 
heart  than  the  king,  and  saved  many  to  the  tears  and 
entreaties  of  mothers  Thousands  of  mothers,  stifling 
every  cry  of  nature,  gave  birth  secretly,  and  in  silence,  to 
their  babes,  and  the  fathers  or  friends  stood  ready  to  fly 
with  it  to  some  prepared  concealment.  Thousands  were 
thus  saved,  as  tho  innumerable  multitudes  of  men  yon 
have  beheld  this  day  toiling  in  the  fields,  making  brick 
to  build  up  Raamses,  bear  witness.  The  edict  continued 
in  force  for  two  years,  when  Amunophis  died.  After 
the  seventy  days  of  mourning  were  ended,  his  daughter 
Amense,  who  had  been  married  to  the  prince  of  the 
Tlicbaid,  a  nephew  of  Amunophis,  but  had  been  left  a 
widow  about  the  time  of  her  father's  death,  came  to  the 
throne  as  the  next  in  succession  to  the  double  crown. 
With  the  sceptre  was  bequeathed  to  her  the  iron  chain 
that  bound  the  Hebrews.  Young,  inexperienced  in  role, 
without  advisers,  my  mother  knew  not  how  to  aolve  the 
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problem  tlitse  eualaved  Syrians  prest^nted  tu  her.  As  a 
tunun,  she  felt  that  ehs  could  origtuate  uo  new  pulic;. 
Unl  prompted  by  humanity,  the  (iret  act  of  her  power 
'u  to  repeal  the  edict  commanding  the  death  of  the 
ic&otB.  Hkie  act  alone  kindled  in  the  hearts  of  the 
whole  of  the  oppressed  people  a  sentiment  of  gratitude 
On  the  contrary,  her  lords,  generals,  chief  priaces  of  tlie 
Di'mn,  and  dukes  of  cities,  with  one  voice  asstired  her 
tial  this  act  of  clemency  would  destroy  her  throne. 
!><it  j'OQ  Bee,  my  Sesostris,  that  it  fitill  stands.  For 
ttirty-foor  years  she  has  reigned  over  the  empire  ot 
Egj]''-  3id  it  has  never  before  reached  so  high  a  degree 
of  pweperity,  power,  and  strength.  Her  armies  of  the 
eart,  and  of  the  south,  and  of  Libya,  are  superior  to 
those  of  all  nations," 

"Tetis  the  problem  more  intricate,  and  farther  from 
Mlatioa  than  ever,"  I  said  to  the  prince.  "The  He- 
bnv  la  stiU  in  the  land,  still  increasing  in  numbers,  and 
now  far  more  formidable  than  in  the  reign  of  yoni 
pandsire,  Amunophis." 

"This  is  true.  My  mother  and  I  have  talked  for 
noure  together  upon  the  theme.  She,  with  her  wom- 
an's gentler  nature,  would  not  oppress  them,  yet  haa 
she  been  compelled  by  necessity  to  hold  them  in  strict 
snbjngation,  lest  they  become  a  formidable  element 
™  insurrection  in  the  kingdom.  So  far  as  is  consistent 
llh  aafety  to  her  two  crowns,  she  mitigates  the  severity 
^  iheir  condition ;  and  as  yon  have  understood,  has  for 
bidden  the  women  to  be  struck  with  blows,  or  put  to  heavy 
^'*-  Still  it  is  not  easy,  among  bo  many  thousand  task- 
""sstctB,  and  so  many  myriads  of  bondmen,  to  oversee 
«l  individual  acts  of  oppression ;  but  when  brought  tf* 


140  THK   PILLAB  OF  FIBS,   OB 

our  notice  they  are  severely  punished.  The  condition  of 
the  Hebrew  is  an  incubus  upon  the  soul  of  my  noble 
mother,  and  if  it  were  in  her  power,  with  safety  to  her 
subjects,  to  release  them  to-morrow  from  their  bondage, 
she  would  do  so.  But  state  policy  demands  imperative- 
ly, rigid  supervision,  severe  discipline,  and  coustaDt 
labor,  lest  being  idle,  and  at  liberty  to  go  where  they 
choose,  they  conspire  against  us.  Several  times  agents 
from  the  King  of  Ethiopia,  our  natural  and  hereditary 
foe,  with  whom  we  are  almost  always  at  war,  have  beeo 
discovered  among  them ;  and  arms  have  been  placed  in 
their  possession  by  the  spies  of  the  Queen  of  Arabia. 
They  have,  moreover,  among  them  men  of  courage  and- 
talent,  who,  like  their  ancestor,  Prince  Abraham,  poeseei 
warlike  fire,  and,  like  the  Prime  Minister  Joseph,  have 
wisdom  in  council,  to  advise  and  rule.  Such  persona, 
among  slaves,  are  to  be  feared,  and  there  is  necessary  a 
certain  severity,  you  would  call  it  oppression,  to  keep 
down  all  such  spirit." 

"  Tlie  burdens  of  these  Hebrews  stiU  seem  very 
heavy,  O  Remeses,"  I  said. 

"They  doubtless  are ;  but  their  condition  is  far  lighter 
than  it  has  been.  They  are  allotted  certain  tasks,  ae 
cording  to  their  strength,  and  if  these  are  done  eariy 
they  have  the  rest  of  the  day  to  themselves." 

"And  if  late?" 

"  They  must  complete  tiieir  tale  of  bricks,  unless  dis- 
abled by  sickness.  Blows  are  not  given  to  men  nnlesF 
they  are  wilful  and  insubordinate.  Once  a  jet^  the 
queen  \nsits  all  the  Hebrews  in  the  country  of  Avaris 
of  wbicli  Goslion  forms  but  a  part,  and  regulates  abuses. 
The  IIel)rew  always  has  the  right  of  appealing  to  the 
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gQiernor  of  the  province,  againE-t  his  taskmaster,  if  cm- 
ellr  treated.  All  that  the  qneen  can  do  is  w  execats 
witti  seTerity  the  laws  agaiitst  oppressing  tliem," 

"TliiB  Hebrew  people,  O  Remeses,"  I  eaid,  aa  be 
eeand  gpcaking,  "are  the  cloud  which  oTerehadowi 
EgTpt.    I  foresee  danger  to  the  djTiaety  from  it" 

"Ibave  in  vain  tried  to  settle  npon  sunie  policy,  to 
be  ponoed — when  I  oome  to  the  throne,  if  it  please 
Heaven  that  my  mother  depart  this  life  before  me,  (I 
[my  ihe  gixl  to  keep  her  to  a  good  old  age) — in  refES^ 
fTico  tn  them.  But  my  wiadoiu  is  at  fanlt.  When  I 
lalfe  the  sceptre  I  shall  feel  that  the  bondage  of  the 
Hebrew,  which  I  inherit  with  it,  will  make  it  lead  in 

While  he  was  speakiDg,  the  impatient  pawing  of  hia 
spirited  chariot-horsea,  restrained  with  difficulty  by  three 
footmen,  reminded  him  that  we  were  delaying  at  Sa- 
UMM  vhen  we  ought  to  be  on  our  way  back  to  On. 

"Come,  Sefloetris,  let  ns  get  npon  the  chariot  and 
"^tnrn,  for  I  promised  to  dine  with  my  mother  and  the 
1*"!  Prince  Moeris  to-day  ;  and  it  is  already  paat  noon 
^J  the  shadow  of  that  obelisk," 

We  stood  npon  the  silver-chased  chariot,  and  taking 
Ibe  leopard-skin  reins  in  his  left  hand,  he  made  a  sign  to 
''■'footmen,  who,  springing  away  from  the  beads  of  tlie 
fretting  and  frothing  horses,  let  them  fly.  Away,  like 
the  wind,  we  Bwe)»t  the  plain  in  front  of  the  treae- 
nre-city ;  along  the  platean  where  had  stood  the  palace 
^^  gardens  of  Joseph,  the  lord  of  Egypt ;  past  the 
"""ed  strangers'  fonntain,  where  I  had  talked  with  the 
'^enble  Ben  Isaac  and  bis  handsome  son  ;  past  a  well 
^de  wluch  Jacob  had  his  gre&t  house,  daring  thi> 
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Beventeen  years  he  lived  in  Goshen,  the  mine  of  which 
were  visible  a  little  ways  off  to  the  east  On  we  rolled, 
preceded  and  followed  by  the  fleet-footed  runnen, 
across  the  plain  of  the  Hebrew  brick-makers,  who  still 
bent  to  their  labors.  Women  and  children,  with  daik 
fine  eyes  and  raven  hair,  gathering  straw  by  the  way- 
side or  in  the  stubble-fields,  were  passed  in  vast  namben. 
Crossing  an  open  space,  I  saw  before  me  a  black  mmm 
on  the  ground,  which,  as  we  advanced,  proved  to  be  a 
crowd  of  vultures  or  carrion  eagles,  that  slowly  and  re* 
luctantly  moved  aside  at  our  coming;  and  the  next 
moment  our  horses  shied  at  the  dead  body  of  a  mm, 
around  which  they  had  been  gathered  feasting  upon  the 
flesh.  The  long  beard  and  dark  hair,  the  coarse  blue 
loin-cloth,  and  the  pile  of  bricks  at  his  side,  told  the 
whole  tale.  It  was  an  emaciated  Hebrew,  who  had 
perished  on  the  road-side  under  his  burden. 

I  did  not  look  at  Remeses.  I  knew  that  he  aaw  and 
felt  He  reined  up,  and  sternly  commanded  two  of 
his  footmen  to  remain  and  bury  the  body. 

"  Sesostris,"  he  said,  as  we  went  forward  again, "  what 
can  be  done  ?  Humanity,  piety,  and  every  element  of 
the  soul  call  for  the  deepest  commiseration  of  this  un- 
happy people.  I  sometimes  feel  that  it  would  be  bettw 
to  send  them  in  a  mass  out  of  Egypt  into  Arabia,  and 
follow  them  with  an  army  to  see  that  they  went  beyond 
our  boundaries,  and  then  establish  a  cordon  of  military 
posts  trom  Ezion-Oeber,  on  the  Arabian  Sea,  to  the 
shores  of  the  Great  Sea,  north.  But  how  could  we 
provide  food  for  such  a  host,  now  amounting  to  two  and 
a  half  millions  of  people?  ThousandB  would  perish  in 
the  wilderness  for  want  of  water  and  food.     Only  • 
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i&iracle  of  the  gods  could  preserve  them,  their  women 
and  cbildrea,  from  a  lingering  death.  And  would  not 
this  be  more  ctuel  tlian  the  edict  of  Amunophia  j  only 
executing  it  in  an  indirect  way,  and  on  a  gigantic  scale  t 
I  ^oald,  were  I  Pharaoh  to-day,  give  the  half  of  laj 
kingdom  to  the  wise  man  who  could  devise  a  practicable 
waj  of  freeing  Egypt  from  the  Hebrews,  without  de 
Btrofing  them  or  suffering  them  to  die  in  the  wUdemees. 
If  men  are  ever  deified,  such  a  benefactor  wonld  de- 
•ene  the  honor." 

Usee  words,  my  dear  mother,  were  spoken  with  deep 
feeling,  and  showed  me  that  the  heart  of  Remeees  is 
nunly  and  tender,  tliaf  his  sentiments  are  always  ele- 
cted and  noble,  and  that  the  oppression  of  the  Hebrew 
!■  not  BO  mnch  the  fault  of  himself  or  of  the  queen 
mother,  as  it  is  the  irresistible  sequence  of  causes  which 
were  in  action  before  they  wore  bom ;  and  to  the  effects 
of  which  they  must  yield,  until  the  gods  in  their  wisdom 
and  power  make  known  to  them  the  way  to  remove 
&<>m  the  land  so  great  an  evil :  for  none  but  the  Deity 
Sipreme  is  wise  enough  to  solve  this  intricate  problem 
of  Egypt  Certain  it  is,  that  if  the  Hebrews  go  on  multi- 
P'yingand  growing  as  they  now  do,  in  another  generation 
twy  will  outnumber  the  Egyptians,  and  will  need  only 
'  grest  leader  like  their  warlike  ancestor  Prince  Abram, 
""■the  hero  king  of  Philistia,  who  established  the  Phoe- 
"■cian  dynasty,  to  enable  them  to  subvert  the  king- 
•wm,  and  upon  its  ruins  establish  another  Syro-Hebraic 
Qfoagty.  One  of  their  ancestors  has  already  ruled 
%ypt,  and  another  may  yet  sit  in  the  very  seat  of  the 
'Waohs. 
Ab  we  re-entered  the  City  of  the  Sun,  we  passed  by 
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the  base  of  an  obelisk  which  Queen  Amense  is  erecting 
to  mark  the  era  and  acts  of  her  long  reign.  Upon  i 
were  scolptured  representations  of  her  battles  with  th< 
Ethiopians,  her  wars  with  Libya,  and  her  conquest  o: 
Arabia.  The  work  was  executed  by  Phcenician  am 
Egyptian  artists;  and  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  that  th< 
painters  of  Tyre  and  the  <K;ulptor8  of  Sidon  are  greatlj 
esteemed  for  the  delicacy  and  peri*ection  of  their  work 
When  these  persons  saw  me,  they  dropped  their  pencil 
and  chisels,  and  with  their  hands  upon  their  bosoms 
manifested  every  sign  of  deUght  You  may  supjxwe  ] 
responded  with  more  than  usual  gratification  to  tb< 
homage  thus  paid  me ;  for  in  a  foreign  land  the  sight  d 
the  humblest  of  one's  own  countrymen,  refreshes  the 
eye  and  warms  the  heart 

But  I  haye  too  long  occupied  your  time,  desresl 
mother,  with  one  letter. 

Tour  devoted  son, 

Sesostris. 
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IsLi  or  Ahoda,  Sum. 

Iloru.  UTD   BELOTEIl   MoTHSB  : 

Mr  preceding  letters,  dearest  mother,  have  ena 
bitd  yon  to  form  some  idea  of  the  Hebrew  vassalage, 
wLict  ie  one  of  the  peculiarities  of  Egypt.  This  sab- 
jeci  has  deeply  interested  me.  In  tliat  oppressed  people 
I  itehoid  Syrians  and  men  of  my  own  race,  ae  it  were, 
^Dced  to  such  a  pitiable  and  miserable  condition.  My 
BJTnpathies  are  therefore  naturally  with  them.  Was  not 
Prince  Abram,  of  Palestine,  who  conquered  the  enemy 
01'  oar  ancestor's  throne  in  those  days,  Chedorlaomer, 
King  of  Elain  and  Tidal,  and  sovereign  of  the  nations 
cast  of  the  inland  sea,  the  founder  of  their  family ;  and 
'^^  not  the  same  Abram  the  friend  of  Neathor,  the 
f'under  or  restorer  of  Tyre  upon  the  Isle?  When  1 
'«call  these  facts  of  past  history,  and  how  ably  the  wise 
' 'ince  Joseph  ruled  here,  I  am  deeply  moved  at  theij 
pfsent  degradation  and  sufiTering. 

Since  writing  to  yon,  I  have  conveised  with  the  queen 
"P^i  tbe  subject,  I  find  her  ready  and  willing,  with 
""[!<]  a-id  heart  and  hand,  to  take  any  safe  steps  for 
potting  an  end  to  this  bondage     But,  aa  she  feelingly 
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*^  It  is  an  evil  which  descended  to  me  with  the  crown 
aiid  sceptre  of  my  father ;  and  I  know  not  how  to  remove 
it,  and  jet  protect  that  crown  which  I  am  bound  to 
transmit  to  Kemeses  I" 

Such  then,  dear  mother,  is  the  present  condition  ct 
Hebrew  servitude.  When  if  will  terminate,  whether  bj 
some  bold  act  of  Remeses,  when  he  comes  to  the  throne, 
3r  by  their  own  act,  or  by  the  intervention  of  the  gods, 
are  questions  the  solution  of  which  lies  hidden  in  the 
womb  of  the  future. 

Not  all  the  Hebrews  are  employed  in  the  field.  It 
has  of  late  years  been  a  fashion  with  the  nobles,  gov- 
ernors, and  chief  captains  of  Egypt  to  have  the  young 
captives  of  both  sexes  as  servants  near  their  persons; 
their  beauty,  activity,  and  trustfulness  rendering  these 
Syrian  youths  particularly  fitted  for  this  domestic  em- 
ployment. Thus,  I  have  seen  Hebrew  pages  attending 
on  lords  and  ladies  in  their  palaces,  and  Hebrew  maidens 
acting  as  personal  attendants  upon  the  mistress  of  the 
family.  These  young  foreigners  soon  become  favoritee, 
and  are  rewarded  for  their  devotion  and  usefnlnees  by 
rich  dresses  and  jewels,  which  last  they  all  especially 
delight  in,  and  wear  in  great  quantities.  The  Egyptians. 
also,  lavishly  display  them  on  their  fingers,  in  theii 
oars,  and  upon  their  necks.  Every  lord  wears  a  Urge 
Bignet,  on  which  is  carved  his  oarUmeh^  or  shield  o( 
arms.  To  present  this  to  any  friend  is  a  mark  of  the 
highest  confidence  and  honor.  Such  an  expreeaion  ci 
regard,  you  will  remember,  the  Prince  Remeeee  be- 
stowed upon  me.  With  it  I  shall  seal  this  letter,  thai 
you  may  see  its  designB  in  tlio  hieroglyph  representatioiL 

The  qneen  has  three  Hebrew  pages,  noble  and  priiioi»» 
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If-lotditng  Ihi^^,  with  fine,  sparkliiig,  black  ejee,  aad 
intelliguQt  faces ;  bnt  there  ie  a  fixed  air  of  ptsnaiTeDeai 
ubout  thum  all,  wliicti  is  perbaps  the  resDlt  of  heie«lt- 
Mi;  ojiprcfision.  Tiiifi  })eDEiTe  look  I  bava  remarked 
in  Prince  Rcmvsee.  wboao  style  of  face  is  very  Btroogly 
^vriac  or  Hebraic.  Indeed,  I  have  seen  an  old  Hebrew 
Uiiiiitnao,  a  gardeuer  io  tlie  palace  garden,  by  ihe  name 
<if  Amram,  who  is  so  uLrlkisgly  like  the  prince  that  J 
can  tadlj  see  by  him,  bow  Bemeses  himself  will  lodk 
u  ei^ty  yeats  of  age.  But  thia  Syiiac  coantenance  of 
Bcmeses  comee  from  his  grandmother,  Ephtha,  the 
dufjiter  of  the  last  Phoenician  Pharaoh;  yet  it  is  m«r- 
'ellone  he  has  abont  him  nothing  of  the  Egyptian  type 
rbe  Egyptian  or  Nilotic  race,  have  a  eharp  and  promi 
oent  face,  in  which  a  long  and  straight,  or  gently  aqui- 
line Dnee  fonns  a  principal  part  The  eye  is  sometimes 
ohiiqae;  the  chin  short  and  retracted;  the  lips  rather 
full  and  tumid,  so  to  epcak;  and  the  hair,  when  it  is  eof 
fered  to  escape  the  razor  in  times  of  motiming,  long  and 
flowing,  Tlie  head  is  elongated  upward,  with  a  reced 
•"g  forehead.  The  profile  is  delicate,  rather  than  strong. 
iliis  style  of  features  and  bead  is  strictly  Egyptian,  and 
pWains  to  every  class,  from  Amense  on  the  throne  to 
'I'B  priests  and  people.  I  see  it  sculptured  on  all  the 
'imlia  and  monumGntg,  and  carved  on  the  most  ancient 
wruophagi.  Tlie  head  of  Horus  is  bnt  a  snblimer  modi- 
^Mlipn  of  this  type. 

'^D  i!ie  contrary,  the  head  of  the  Hebrew  is  large  and 
roQnJ,  with  full  brows,  a  foreJiead  low  in  front,  and 
'"?li  ictnptcB.  Tlie  nose  is  strongly  eagle-like ;  the  eyes 
"*f  eren,  but  of  an  almond-shape — yet  large,  full,  and 
^("eediogly  black,  and  soft  in  expression.    The  chin  ii 
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fall ;  tbe  face  oyal ;  the  hair  short,  and  inclined  to  curk 
m  the  neck  and  over  the  brow.  The  profile  is  strong 
and  bold — not  unlike  the  Arabian.  The  Egyptian  ia 
Blender  and  light ;  the  Hebrew  nsnaUy  below  the  me 
dium  height,  with  broad  shoulders  and  fidl  chest  The 
Egyptian  has  a  pale  reddish-copper  complexion — save 
the  women,  who  are  bright  olive-colored — ^while  the 
Hebrew  face  is  a  ruddy  and  finely  toned  brown.  The 
Egyptian  females,  when  not  exposed  to  the  snn  and 
outer  door  labor,  are  exceedingly  fair.  The  childrep  ot 
the  race  are  all  beautiful.  Prince  Remeses  does  not 
share  a  single  characteristic  of  this  Egyptian  national 
head  and  face ;  on  the  contrary,  he  resembles  the  high* 
est  type  of  the  Hebrew.  Is  not  this  remarkable  t  That 
is,  is  it  not  wonderful  that  the  Syriac  blood,  deriTed 
from  the  Queen  Ephtha,  should  descend  pure  to  the 
third  generation,  unmingled  with  the  Thebaid  charao- 
teristics  of  Amunophis,  his  grandfather? 

I  am  not  aware  whether  the  prince  is  conscious  of  hk 
great  likeness  to  this  oppressed  people,  nor  would  I  be 
so  rude  as  to  speak  to  him  of  it ;  for  though  he  has  sym- 
pathy for  them,  and  tries  to  improve  their  condition, 
yet  he  possesses  that  haughty  sense  of  superiority  which 
IS  natural,  in  a  prince  and  an  Egyptian  educated  to  de- 
spise them  both  as  foreigners  and  slaves  of  the  crown. 

Tlie  father  of  Remeses,  as  I  have  before  said,  was  the 
Vicegerent  or  Prince  of  Upper  Egypt,  and  one  of  the 
myal  lino  of  the  powerful  Theban  kings.  He  had  been 
married  but  a  few  months  to  Pharaoh's  daughter,  when, 
being  called  to  repulse  nn  invasion  of  the  warlike  Ethi- 
opians, he  was  slain  in  battle.  Kemeses  was  bom  not 
long  afterwards,  and  is,  therefore  in  a  twofold  degree  the 
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itKmt  tlie  silver  crown  of  tbe  Theb^'d.  Had  lie  Leeo 
•ifliag  to  leave  his  mother,  she  would,  when  he  became 
ibirtjf  yeare  old  (which  ib  the  ngt-  of  maturity  bj  the 
laws  (if  Egypt),  have  sent  him  with  a  splendid  retinue 
to  Upper  Egypt,  and  made  him  Prince  of  Thebes,  as  lue 
fiitherhad  been  before  liim.  But  he  chose  to  remain 
with  the  queen,  to  whom  he  appears  as  much  attached 
ttlmto  jon,  my  dear  mother;  and  Amense  Bobsti' 
tat«d  a  nephew  of  her  deceased  husband,  Prince  Mcerist 
■nd  placed  him,  four  years  since,  on  the  vicegerpiit 
throne  of  the  kii^om  of  the  Upper  Nile. 

It  vu  this  Prince  Mceris,  with  whom  Bemeees  was  to 
dine  in  the  palace  on  the  day  we  drove  to  the  treaanre- 
cit;  of  Raamsee.  1  was  also  present,  dear  mother,  at 
thedinner.  TlieLord  Maerisisabouttheageof  Remesee, 
bnt  altogether  a  very  different  person.  He  is  thoroughly 
^TptiaD,  both  in  looks  and  lineage  as  well  as  by  prejo- 
*«  snd  feeling. 

He  has  a  slender,  elegant  person ;  delicate  straight 
fcatnres;  a  high,  retreating  forehead ;  and  a  nose  slightly 
*iniline.  His  month  is  full-lipped  and  sensnal.  His 
retreating  chin  betrays  deficiency  of  firmness,  and  an 
"ndne  proportion  of  obstinacy.  The  expression  of  hia 
oblique,  Nubian-looking  eye,  I  did  not  like.  It  was 
blister  and  restlessly  observant.  He  was  reserved,  and 
*Wle  he  asked  qnestions  from  time  to  time,  he  never 
•^plied  to  any.  His  complexion  is  a  bright  olive,  and 
■'^  'i  a  handsome  man  ;  his  rich  dress  increasing  the  fine 
"feet  of  his  personal  appearance.  The  uniform  he  wore 
*M  that  of  Admiral  of  the  Nile ;  the  quoeo  having  ap- 
finted  him  commander  of  the  great  fleet  of  war-galleya 
^  has  collected  near  Memphis  for  the  subjugation  of 
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Ethiopia.  He  has,  therefore,  come  down  withic  a  few 
dajB  to  take  charge  of  his  ships.  The  character  of  thii 
man  for  courage  is  undoubted,  but  he  has  the  repntatioD 
of  great  cruelty.  He  tarries  long  at  the  wine-cup,  and 
in  Ills  private  life  is  a  gross  sensualist.  He  professes 
great  piety  to  the  gods,  and  sacrifices  often,  with  pomp 
and  display.  In  Memphis  yesterday  he  burned  incense 
with  his  own  hands  to  Apis,  and  to-day  he  worshipped 
Mnevis,  the  sacred  ox  of  On. 

He  was  more  communicatiye  with  me  at  the  dinner 
than  with  Remeses.  He  expressed  the  greatest  admi- 
ration of  Phoenicia,  praised  the  brilliancy  of  your  reign, 
and  the  rich  commerce  of  the  Isle  of  Tyre.  He  said  he 
had  a  great  reverence  for  our  deities,  Astarte,  Herclllel^ 
lo,  and  Isis ;  for,  he  asserted  that  Isis  was  quite  as  much 
a  Phosnician  as  an  Egyptian  goddess.  ^^  SLad  he  not  in 
Ihebes,"  said  ho,  "  instituted  a  procession  and  a  rite  in 
honor  of  the  return  of  Isis  from  Phoenicia  1  We  are 
one  in  religion,  one  in  commerce,  one  in  glory,"  he  con- 
tinued, with  fulsome  enthusiasm.  ^^Are  not  onr  kinf^ 
doms  both  ruled  by  queens?  Let  us  draw  closer  the 
bonds  of  alliance,  and  together  rule  the  world  I  Yoo 
are  a  free  city,  your  Tyre !  never  been  conquered  f 
Amunophis  would  have  exacted  tribute,  but  your  king 
replied:  'Since  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the 
c^reat  Deluge  retired  from  Libanus,  Tyre  has  been  ftee, 
and  will  remain  free  to  the  end  of  days.' " 

I  answered,  that  I  trusted  the  words  of  mj  noble 
grandsire  would  remain  prophetic  forever.  He  tbeo 
gave  as  a  toast : — 

''  Ph<enicia  and  Egypt,  twin  sisters  of  Us,  and  IiealA 
to  their  fair  queens  I^ 
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ITiB  was  well  received.  McbHs  waa,  however,  evi 
dentl;  dceji  in  his  cups,  and  soon  became  qasrrel' 
•OToe  toTards  RcineBes,  to  wliom  be  said,  with  a  aueer — 

"Yon  and  I,  priuce,  when  the  queeu,  my  aimt,  has 
departed  to  the  sLadee  of  the  realm  of  Osiris,  will  divide 
Egypt  between  ns.  I  will  be  content  with  the  Thebaid 
^oHDlry,  and  will  defend  your  borders  on  tbat  aide.  Two 
cruTns  are  too  much  for  one  man's  head,  albeit  yoa  have 
a  luge  one  npoo  your  shonlders  t" 

"Prince  McBtiB,"  said  fiemefles,  with  a  look  of  in- 
dignatim,  "foi^t  not  yonrself  in  my  mother's  pal- 
Bcal" 

Urns  speaking,  the  son  of  Amense  rose  from  the  table, 
and  I  followed  him  to  the  portico  which  overlooked  the 
gardeng. 

"Tliat  man,  Sesostris,"  said  be  to  me,  after  a  mo- 
nenCg  silence,  "  Wonld  not  hesitate  to  conspire  to  the 
'Iwle  throne  and  both  crowns  of  Egypt,  if  he  were 
iHipefol  of  success." 

"  He  is  a  man  of  an  evil  eye,"  I  said. 

"And  heart !  Bnt  he  mnst  not  be  incensed.  He  w 
powerful,  and  as  wicked  as  powerful.  In  a  few  days 
■9  will  be  on  hia  way  to  Upper  Egypt ;  and  in  this 
*"■  with  Ethiopia,  will  find  an  outlet  for  hia  restless 
•mbition." 

"Snppose  (the  gods  gnardingyonr  gracious  mother, 
^  qoeen)  yon  should  come  to  the  throne ;  what, 
™Qpse8.  would  you  do-  with  or  for  your  cousin,  your 
'"'ler'e  noptiewl  Would  yon  suffer  so  dangerous  a  man 
^  told  the  viceroyalty  of  Upper  Nile  ?" 

"I should  wear  both  crowns, Sesoetris," answered  Re- 
"'Wea,  quietly  and  steadily. 
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While  we  were  thuB  conyersing,  a  Hebrew  page  came, 
and  said: 

'^  My  lord  prince,  her  majesty  is  taken  ill,  and  deairei 
to  have  you  come  to  her." 

''My  mother  ill  I"  he  exclaimed,  vrith  deadly  pallor 
covering  his  face.  ''  Pardon  me,  prince,  I  must  leave 
you  and  go  to  her."  And  in  a  moment  he  hastened  to 
the  wing  of  the  palace  occupied  by  his  mother  and  the 
ladies  of  her  retinue. 

The  queen  had  left  the  table  some  time  before  Frinoe 
Moeris  began  to  converse  with  me,  excusing  herself  on 
tlie  plea  of  slight  fatigue  and  indisposition ;  for  she  had  ' 
passed  an  hour  that  day  in  giving  directions  to  the  chief 
architect,  to  whom  was  intrusted  the  erection  of  her 
obelisk,  outside  of  the  gate  of  the  Temple  of  the  Snn. 
Uemeses  had  been  gone  but  a  few  moments,  when  I  be- 
held Prince  Moeris  borne  across  the  terrace  by  hit 
servants  to  his  chariot,  in  a  state  of  helpless  intozica* 
tion. 

The  illness  of  the  queen  was  not  of  an  alarming 
nature,  and  the  next  day  she  appeared  in  the  saloon, 
but  was  very  pale.  The  result  is,  the  court  physidaiii 
have  advised  her  to  go  to  her  palace  on  the  isle  of 
Rhoda,  in  the  Nile,  as  a  more  salubrious  spot  than  the 
interior  of  a  vast  city.  Remeses  accompanied  her 
thither,  and  the  date  of  my  letter,  my  dear  mother, 
shows  you  that  I  am  also  still  one  of  the  queen's  favored 
household.  Her  health  continues  doubtful,  but  ahe  ii 
much  improved  in  appearance  by  the  change.  BemeteSi 
with  beautiful  filial  devotion,  passes  with  her  every  hour 
he  can  spare  from  the  various  pressing  duties  which  de* 
mand  his  personal  attention ;  and  preparatioDB  for  the 
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Ethiopiui  war  call  for  all  his  time  as  general  oC  the 

Oppneitd  the  palace  in  which  I  write  to  yon,  the  plain 
betrecD  tJie  river  and  the  pTramids  is  covered  with  a  vaal 
erm^  as^mbled  there  within  three  days,  preparatoty  to 
t  heir  eoiitliem  march ;  while  the  boeom  of  the  Nile,  for  half 
A  league  above  thia  palace-covered  island,  ia  almost  con- 
I'tHiki  by  var-galleya,  which,  to  the  number  of  one  thou- 
sand and  upward,  are  at  anchor  teady  to  ascend  the  river 

Fbm  the  lofly  west  wing  of  the  propylon  of  the  gate 
of  &ii  iiland-palace  of  the  Pharaohs,  I  command  not  onlv 
a  proapect  of  the  fleet,  but  of  the  plain  of  the  pyranuus 
onlode  of  Memphis.  I  have  but  to  turn  slowly  round 
from  tbat  elevation,  to  see  On  with  its  tliree  hundred 
3ud  ELitj  temples — its  gardens  and  towers ;  and  Baamses, 
tbe  Ireaeure-city,  to  the  east :  to  the  south,  the  Nile, 
studded  with  barges  and  gay  vessels  having  silken  and 
colored  6ails,  filled  with  citizens,  come  to  look  at  the 
fleet  of  war-fihips;  the  immense  squadron  itself,  gay  with 
tte  variegated  flags  of  its  different  divisions  and  captains ; 
itli  towers,  temples,  obelisks,  and  propyla  on  the  two 
iiiores  terminating  the  perspective :  and  on  the  west, 
Ji^eh,  with  its  sphinxes  and  colossi,  its  terraced  gardens 
i.Dd  amphitheatre  of  the  gods ;  and  still  farther  ofl',  Mem 
pnie  anited  to  the  Nile  by  a  magnificent  aqueduct ;  and 
"*  Pyramids  of  Cheops  and  of  his  daughter.  Between 
"■*  city  and  these  mysterious  mausolea,  stands  alone, 
Moid  gardens,  the  red  granite  temple  of  Pthah  and 
Atior,  the  two  chief  divinities  of  Memphis :  for  Apis, 
'''6  Bacred  bull  of  Memphis,  is  not  a  divinity,  properly, 
Dit  only  a  visible  incarnation  of  Osiris,  the  emblem  and 
vP*  of  the  power  and  strength  of  the  Supreme  Creator- 
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Imagine  this  vast  and  varied  scene  of  architectural  wi 
naval  glory,  interspersed  with  verdnre  of  the  brighten 
green,  with  palm,  orange,  and  fig  trees,  garden  lioked 
to  garden,  grove  to  grove,  and  villas  half  seen  throagh 
the  foliage ;  and  lastly,  the  mighty  river  flowing  vitk 
shining  waves  amid  the  inimitable  landscape,  and  tos 
have  before  voii  a  scene  of  irrandeur  and  beautv  n/k 
as  Egypt  alone  can  produce.    Add  tlie  myriads  of  huniB 
beings,  the  crowded  galleys,  the  thronged  shores,  thv 
eighty  thousand  soldiers  encamped  on  the  west  pliiB* 
rhe  army  of  chariots  drawn  np  on  the  east  bank,  uA 
farther  up,  opposite   the   aqueduct  of   Pharaoh  Ap^ 
phis,  a  battalion  of  twelve  thousand  cavalry  manoeavcr- 
iii£r,  and  the  scene  which  I,  an  hour  since,  beheld  froi* 
the  top  of  the  gateway,  is  before  you. 

Since  I  wrote  the  lafit  sentence,  I  have  witnessed  ■ 
naval  review,  with  a  sham  battle.    Tlie  Prince  Mceris,  **■ 
a  cr'»rir<*oii9  ^^allev  decorated  with  all  the  emblems  of  th' 
citif<  and  nomes  r»f  Egypt,  after  displaying  the  skill  ^ 
his  «»!io  hundred  oarsmen,  and  the  swiftness  of  his  v 
in  tront  of  the  pahiee,  before  the  eyes  of  the  qn 
moved  anmnu:  his  phips,  and  gave  orders  for  their  diviac^ 
into  linos  of  ]>attle.     'Hie  gn^ater  number  of  these  g*^' 
leys  had  only  a  single  mast  with  a  long  swallow-winga^ 
sail ;   and    were   propelled  by  forty  rowers.     But  th*^ 
"jhips  of  the  captains  were  Lirger  and  more  imposing' 
All  the  galleys  were  handsomely  painted,  and  the  whol^ 
fleet  togi»rlu»r  made  a  splendid  moving  s]K^ctac]c,  whic^-* 
was  heightened  by  the  thousand  bannerets  fluttering  l 
the  wind,  and  the  ten  thousand  shields  and  spears  gleaoft 
ing  in  tlu*  Bnn,  as  they  were  held  in  tlic  hands  of 
soldieiv  up^^n  their  decks. 


IN   EX»-UAGZ  1S6 

Whsu  the  dgoal  was  given  for  the  two  parties  to 
combat,  the  air  was  filled  hj  a  load  shoot,  and  a  han- 
<lnd  galleys  charged  each  other,  just  as  did  the  battal- 
bia  of  chariots  io  the  reriew  I  Lave  already  described. 
Hie  Tsttelfi,  set  in  motion  by  the  rowers,  were  driren 
iitwsrdg  each  other  with  terrific  velocity-  The  Abyv- 
iniui  eoldiere  tipou  the  bows,  and  the  bowmen  in  the 
'o[«.^t  off  flightfi  of  arrowE,  wliich  sonnded  like  a 
alarm  ot  wind,  as  they  hanled  tbrongb  the  air.  Iho 
ubjBQ  Bpcarmen,  on  the  loiW  poops,  brandished  their 
ipcfire  (riih  wild  cries;  while  the  Nubians,  amidships, 
■tnick  their  triangular  shields  with  battle-axes  of  iron, 
prodadng  a  eoatid  like  crashing  thnnders.  The  war 
buglfs  and  hollow  druma  bearen  on  board  each  vessel 
increased  the  load  confusion,  and  added  to  the  terror  of 
tile  scene.  The  fall  of  thnnsands  of  oars,  the  rush  of 
wtere  from  the  cleaving  bows,  the  shonta  of  the  cap- 
tsine,  the  warlike  spirit  and  battle-fierceness  of  the  whole, 
prewnted  a  spectacle  of  enbliniity  unequalled.  Korwas 
iiwiihont  ao  element  of  terror.  Snch  was  the  excited 
"iwiQer  of  the  simulating  combatants,  I  believed  that 
3"  earthly  power  conld  prevent  a  real  collision  and 
''snd-to-hand  conflict  in  hot  blood,  when,  at  a  signal 
fwrn  the  Prince  Moeris,  the  rowers  of  the  leading  gal- 
"J8  turned  suddenly,  as  they  came  within  touch  of  each 
"lipr's  sweeps,  and  so,  one  after  another  wheeling  in 
"ie,  both  divieiona  passed  down  the  river,  antil  tiiey 
"iofcd  in  parallel  columns.  The  whole  manceavre  was 
"■16  of  the  most  wonderful  exhibitions  of  naval  discipline 
•"fl  generalship.  Ere  the  shouts  of  the  people  on  the 
•wttts  and  in  the  numerous  pleasure  barges  had  died 
*'ay,  the  two  colnmns,  at  a  signal  from  the  mast  of  thp 
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ship  of  their  admiral,  came  side  by  side,  and  a  ba 
between  the  soldiers  on  opposite  decks  commenced— 4 
party  attempting  to  board,  the  other  repelling  thi 
Not  less  than  six  thousand  combatants  were  engagec 
once,  above  the  heads  of  the  banks  of  rowers.  1 
clash  of  swords  and  spears  and  battle-axes,  and  ot 
offensive  and  defensive  weapons,  produced  a  noise 
terrible  and  grand  that  I  believe  there  is  no  other  soi 
on  earth,  as  well  calculated  to  quicken  the  pulse  1 
bring  out  all  the  enthusiasm  of  the  soul  of  a  man.  I  ( 
compare  these  metallic  and  iron  tones,  only  to  what  mi, 
be  the  sound  of  the  brazen  voice  of  Mars  himself  roll 
his  war-cry  along  the  battle-ranks  of  his  foes.  Sudde 
the  iron  din  of  war  ceased,  and  separating,  one  of 
divisions  commenced  a  flight,  and  the  other  a  purs 
This  scene  was  the  most  exciting  of  all.  The  chase  1 
in  a  direction  down  the  east  side  of  the  island,  oppa 
the  queen's  window;  f<y*  all  these  exhibitions  w 
given  in  her  honor,  and,  though  by  no  means  well,  1 
remained  upon  the  terrace  during  the  whole;  and 
was,  perhaps,  the  consciousness  of  their  monarch's  < 
being  upon  them,  that  caused  these  demi-barbaric  1 
diers,  gathered  from  all  the  provinces  and  tribut 
countries  of  Egypt,  to  surpass  themselves,  being  rei 
even,  at  her  nod,  to  convert  the  mock  battle  into  a  t 
one. 

The  two  fleets,  flying  ana  pursuing,  moved  past 
island  like  a  sirocco.    Their  lion  or  eagle-headed  pre 
tossed  high  in  the  air  clouds  of  white  spray.    The  r 
of  the  waters  as  the  vessels  ploughed  through  them, 
dash  of  the  banks  of  oars,  the  cries  of  pursuit,  the  wl 
dng  and  shrieks  of  arrows  cleaving  the  air,  the  shout 


ihe  eontetiding  tbonsands,  and  the  velocity  with  which 
the/ moFed,  brought  color  to  tho  queen's  cheek,  and  the 
ligll  of  intereet  to  her  ejes.  It  wae  now  an  actual  and 
real  trial  for  mastery  in  speed ;  and  the  contest  partook 
of  all  the  realities  of  a  war-chase.  The  two  diviaious, 
roDDding  the  lower  end  of  the  island,  were  hidden  by 
the  Temple  of  leis,  which  crowns  it,  but  soon  reappeared 
oa  the  west  arm  of  the  river,  ascending.  When  they 
caine  opposite  to  the  queen,  having  passed  entirely 
iDWid  tiie  island,  they  resumed  their  former  line,  two  or 
three  vith  broken  banks  of  oars,  and  shattered  poops  or 
prows  from  colliBion. 

Prince  Mceris  came  on  shore  to  receive  the  compli- 
meotsof  the  queen,  and  dined  with  us.  Remeses  was 
not  pttsent,  being  with  the  cohorts  of  cavalry ;  for  he  ia 
nsiting  and  inspecting  every  arm  of  the  service,  ae  it  is 
toteoded  this  ehall  be  the  most  formidable  host  that  has 
ever  been  sent  into  Ethiopia. 

Adien,  dearest  mother,  and  believe  me 

Yotir  tmly  devoted  son, 

Sesostbis. 


L 
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LETTER  X. 

Sir  DXAHB8T  Motheb: 

It  is  with  heartfelt  pleasure  I  assure  joa  of  tbi! 
recovery  of  the  queen.  The  heart  of  the  noble  and  de- 
f^oted  Renieses  is  lightened  of  a  heavy  weight  of  solici- 
tude. Smiles  once  more  revisit  his  features,  and  cheer 
fulness  replaces  his  late  depression. 

''  Sesostris/'  said  he  to  me  this  morning,  as  we  wen 
returning  in  his  galley  from  a  visit  to  the  pyramids 
and  vast  city  of  tombs  that  stretch  between  Memphis 
and  the  Libyan  hills,  ^'  if  my  excellent  and  dear  mother 
bad  died,  I  should  have  been  made  one  of  the  most  mi- 
happy  of  men.  I  shall  to-morrow,  in  testimony  of  my 
gratitude,  offer  in  the  Temple  of  Osiris  a  libation  and  in- 
cense to  the  Qod  of  Health  and  Life,  wherever  in  his 
niiniitable  universe  such  a  Being  may  dwelL** 

^^  Tlien  you  would  not,  my  dear  Remeses,  offer  it  to 
Osiris  himself?"  I  said. 

"  You  have  heard,  my  friend,"  he  replied,  "  my  views 
of  tliese  mysteries  of  faith :  that  I  look,  through  all  ma- 
terial and  vicarious  representatives,  onward  and  upward 
to  the  Infinite  and  Supreme  Essence  of  Life — the  Gen- 
erator, Upholder,  and  Guide  of  the  worlds  and  all  thai 
dwell  upon  them.     From  a  child  I  have  never  entered* 
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»•  my  dear  inotber  does,  into  the  beart  cod  tfiA  «i  o«r 
wonlup.  Tbero  is  fiomethiiig  widiin  me  wiudi  telk  ma 
that  we  consul  oi  a  tw<rfbtd  bong — a  aool  within  a  bodj. 
The  mdI  miiBt  have  bad  a  Soul  as  its  ereatur;  tben£wc^ 
*~>  Sewatria,  do  I  bdiere  in  a  Saiseme  Sool  of  the  aai- 
^'eree— the  Fotmtain  of  all  souls;  a  Betn^  of  tfao^it. 
mTintflU^,  intelligence,  aod  reasoo,  eaeli  wipmue  and 
Meniil ;  for  I  can  conceiTe  no  creator  of  a  Soci,  nor  end 
of  it«  eiistaice.  Before  all  tliingB  that  aetaallj  exist, 
■nd  bdore  all  beings,  tb«e  is  One  Beinp  wbom  I  woold 
dengtute,  for  want  of  anodier  tain,  God  of  gods^  prior 
to  tbafint  god  or  Idn^ (dearth,  renuuoin^iiiuitovedaiid 
(inapproachable  in  the  singleDeaa  of  Hia  own  nnitr.  He 
i>  greater  than,  as  He  was  prior  to,  all  materi&l  tliing«,  of 
vliich  He  IB  the  sole  foontain ;  and  He  ie  also  the  (ban 
iJatioD of  thinge  conceived  by  the  inLellect,  and  tixm  Hia 
intellect  spring  the  spirits  of  the  goda  and  the  sooia  tA 
men." 

"Hieti,"  said  1  to  the  prince,  to  whom  I  had  listened 
*ith  Bnrpriee  and  pleasure — for,  mother,  similar  U>  these 
*™  the  deep  mysteries  taa<;ht  by  onr  most  sacred  pnesta 
"f  lo,  into  which  I  was  initiated  when  I  became  twec^- 
•'■TejearB  of  age — "  then  yoo  believe  thar  God  is  Intellect 
""Dceinng  itself,  and  that  the  crearion  of  man  was  brt 
'''B  beginning  of  an  infinite  series  <^  resistless  concep- 
'ioM  of  Himself!" 

"Not  resistless,  bnt  volantary.    Finding  Himself  exist 

'"gi  He  multiplied  Himself,  for  His  own  glory  and  de- 

'S°l  I'rimarily ;  and  secondly,  for  the  happiness  of  t&e 

"%ring  of  His  Intellect." 

i        "ffe  are  then  His  offupring,  that  is,  onr  souls  t" 

[         "Wjtboat  doabt,  if  my  theories  he  founded  in  tmth.'' 


y 


L60  THE  PILLAR  OF  UBS,   OR 

he  answered  contemplatively.  We  were  then  in  mid-rin 
and  the  forty-four  rowers  of  onr  gilded  barge  were  sloi 
dipping  their  brazen-mounted  oars  into  the  glassy  wai 
while  with  gentle  motion  we  were  borne  towards 
isle  of  palaces  and  terraces.  Our  heads  were  shaded  fr 
the  Sim  by  a  silken  pavilion  stretched  above  the  st< 
of  the  galley,  under  which  we  reclined  upon  sumptu^ 
cushions  as  we  conversed.  Remeses,  however,  is  bjr 
means  a  voluntary  seeker  of  luxurious  ease;  but 
Egypt,  where  splendor  and  voluptuous  furniture  eve 
where  invite  to  indulgence,  one  must  either  deprive  hi 
self  of  all  comforts,  for  the  sake  of  enduring  hardship, 
yield  unchallenging  to  the  countless  seductive  forms 
couches,  lounges,  chairs,  and  sofas,  which  everywbei 
on  the  galleys  and  in  houses,  offer  themselves  to  1 
use. 

Hie  air  was  balmy  and  soft,  and  fanned  onr  Cmx 
while  the  beautiful  shores,  lined  with  villas  of  the  ch 
men  of  the  court,  afforded  a  grateful  picture  to  t 
eye.  Our  rowers  let  their  sweeps  fall  and  rise  to  t 
low  and  harmonious  time  of  a  river  chant,  which,  wh 
it  inspired  conversation  between  the  prince  and  mysc 
did  not  disturb,  but  rather  veiled  our  subdued  voices. 

"  Do  you  believe  there  are  lesser  gods  ?"  I  asked. 

"  Do  you  mean,  Sesostris,  beings  higher  in  rank  th 
men,  and  so  created,  to  whom  the  Supreme  Intellect 
tlie  Universe  delegates  a  part  of  His  authority  and  po^ 
over  man  and  nature  f  Such,  in  its  purity,  is  onr  Eg} 
dan  idea  of  gods." 

'^  Such  is  not  the  Phoenician,"  I  answered,  hesitatii: 
ly ;  for  I  felt  how  far  in  advance  of  the  hero  demigo 
of  our  Assyrio-Median  mythology  was  the  Egyptian  ^ 
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'ogitil  c(mcej>tioii  of  s  god ,  while  the  etOl  sobliinar 
^ei  held  br  Berueeee,  that  tber  are  celeedal  princes 
'Uiiier  the  Supreme  Priuce,  created  as  his  eerranta,  yet 
■o  fer  tibore  men  as  to  be  as  gods  to  ne.  took  Eaet  bold  of 
1»J  imagination,  and  commonded  itself  to  my  intellect. 
**  Wliat,  m  J  dear  SeeoetriB,  is  the  mytbolf^  of  jonr 
coentiyf*  he  laked,  with  a  look  of  deep  intereet.  **1 
hare  n^A  some  of  your  eacred  books,  and  from  them  I 
peneire  we  obtain  onr  mytha  of  leis,  Mars,  HercDlea, 
Vnlean,  and  eren  Yeniu,  who  is  yonr  Astaite  and  onr 
Aihor.  We  owe  maeh  of  onr  religion  and  learning  to 
T'oniyrians,  my  Seeoetris." 

"He  recipient  has  become  mightier  than  the  giver," 
I  replied.  "  Without  doubt  yon  have  received  from  na 
tie  great  invention  of  the  phonetic  alphabet,  which  yonr 
KholarB  are  already  making  nee  of,  thongh  I  leam  the 
priestB  oppoee  it  as  an  invaeion  npon  the  sacred  writing 
'^the  hieroglyphic  representations.  I  have  seen  here 
■"My  rolls  of  papynis  written  in  onr  Phcenician  letter, 
in  the  vemacolarKoptic  words,  and  executed  with  taste 
•nd  beauty." 

"It  is  not  pictorial,  and  therefore  the  prieata,  who 

■K  all  utistB  and  lovers  of  colore,  reject  it.     It  will  be 

^\y  introduced.     Upon  obelisks  and  tombs  the  bril- 

•'Wt  and  varied  hieroglyphic  writing  will  continue,  even 

iongh  the  records  and  rolls  may  by  and  by  be  written 

"iih  the  Tyrian  alphabet.     You  have  seen  ray  Cbaldaic 

'"ler,  which  I  have  formed  partly  on  the  model  of  your 

I      peat  Kadmus,  and  partly  on  the  eacred  characters,  re- 

i     wciiig  forme  of  things  to  outlines  and  strokes  of  the 

I     "T'ob.    This  I  invented,  hoping  to  introduce  it   iuto 

I     %pt,  if  the  Tyrian  letter  h  opposed  by  our  prieeta,  on 
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the  score  of  being  foreign  cabalistic  signs ;  for  such  do 
see  fit  to  regard  them,  and  speak  of  them.  But,  my  & 
tris,  let  me  learn  of  you  something  of  yom*  mythok 

I  was  about  to  reply,  ivhen  my  attention  was  attn 
to  a  "procession  of  the  dead"  crossing  the  river 
above  us,  the  body  being  placed  in  a  gorgeous 
^^*hich  stood  in  a  richly  painted  and  gilded  barisj  w 
curved  prow  carved  with  the  head  of  Osiris.  It 
tied  to  a  barge,  with  twenty  rowers,  which  move 
a  slow  and  solemn  strain  of  music  that  came  w 
floating  across  the  waters  to  our  ears,  mingled  witl 
wails  of  mourners  who  crowded  the  deck  of  the  ga 
chiefly  women  with  long  dishevelled  hair  and  n 
breasts,  which  they  beat  frantically  at  times,  with 
cing  cries.  Through  a  small  window  in  the  ark  or 
could  see  the  painted  visage  upon  the  head  of  the  o 
my  case. 

It  soon  landed,  and  we  resumed  our  conversation 

"  You  are  aware,  O  prince,"  I  said,  turning  to 
"  that  Phoenicia  was  settled  among  the  first  of  the 
tions,  after  Typhon  sent  the  flood  of  waters  to  d« 
Osiris  upon  earth.     Of  course  you  Egyptians  belie' 
the  universal  inundation  of  the  earth?" 

"  The  tradition  is  well-founded,"  he  answered.  * 
believe  that  mighty  nations  existed  aforetime,  be; 
he  history  of  any  kingdom,  and  that  for  their  evil 
l>ivine  Creator  of  men  brought  upon  them  as  pu 
nient  a  mighty  unknown  sea,  which  drowned  the  w< 
that  Menes,  a  great  and  good  king,  also  called  ] 
Mcnes,  was  spared  by  the  gods,  he  with  all  his  fa 
being  saved  in  a  ship  of  the  old  world,  which  saile 
the  mountains  of  Arabia  Deserta,  where,  guided  I 
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dore,  tliejr  landed  and  Bacriliced  to  the  gods.  This 
Kenea,  descending  from  the  moontain,  founded  Egypt, 
fint  building  This,  or  Thebis,  and  then  Memphthis,  di- 
riding  Egypt  into  the  Thinite  and  Memphite  provinces: 
and  so  from  Egypt  all  the  world  was  repeopled. 

^  Such  is  our  tradition,  O  Renieses,"  I  said,  smiling, 
^  onlj  instead  of  a  mountain  in  Arabia,  it  was  Libanus, 
in  Sjrria,  to  wliich  his  galley  was  guided,  not  by  a  dove, 
but  by  a  raven;  and  that  his  name  was  Ammon,  or 
Uanunun ;  and  that  tlie  tirst  city  built  was  Sidon,  and 
the  next  the  city  of  the  Island  of  Tyre." 

Remeses  returned  my  smile  and  said,  ^'No  doubt  there 
wis  a  disposition  in  all  our  forefathers  to  give  the  honor 
of  being  the  oldest  nation  to  their  own.     Ham-mun  is 
ilso  a  person  in  our  Egyptian  tradition,  but  is  called 
the  8on  of  Menes ;  who,  rebelling  against  his  father, 
WIS  driven  from  This  or  Thebis  into  Africa,  where  he 
foonded  Libya,  and  erected  to  himself,  as  a  god,  the  an- 
cient temple  and  worship  of  Ammon.     From  him  come 
the  Nubians  and  Ethiopians." 

"Then  I  will  claim  no  traditionary  alliance  with  oim,^ 
Iinswered  good-hnmoredly.  "  Our  Ammon  was  called 
^  Hercules,  and  the  first  temple  of  the  earth  was  built 
^  him  on  the  rocky  isle  of  ancient  Tyre.  Tlien  Belus,  the 
l^^ro  and  warrior-god,  and  founder  of  Babylon,  became 
4e  patrnn  of  Tyre  ;  and  a  noble  temple  was  also  erected 
^  N'imrod,  who  slew  the  wild  beasts  that  swanned  in 
*ocient  Syria,  and  who  became  the  protector  of  shepherds 
^^  agriculture.  Tluis  came  our  first  gods,  being  men 
^JSod;  while  yours  are  but  attributes,  or  created  celes- 
^1  powers,  high  above  men ;  or  animated  forms  repro- 
bating the  Deity  incarnate  and  comprehensible  to  the 
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8611866.  Baalbec  was  a  city  built  to  B6l  or  Beloi 
lik6  your  Osiris,  is  tlie  symbol  of  the  sun,  wh 
burnished  gold,  he  displayed  upon  his  shield  in 
lu  Phoenicia  we  call  him  *  the  Lord  of  the  Sun,'  « 
'Sun-God.'  We  pay  him  divine  honors  by  sac 
Ubations,  and  offerings  of  incense.  And  this  recall 
covery  I  recently  made  in  On,  that  the  true  mea 
Re  and  of  On  is  not '  the  City  of  the  Sun,^  but  the 
of  the  Sun's'  city  ;  that  is,  the  city  of  Osiris,  wh< 
lord  ol  the  sun.  This  meaning  of  the  name  at  o 
moves  from  On  the  impression  which  was  at  first 
upon  my  mind,  that  you,  and  the  queen,  and  youi 
court,  worshipped  the  sun  as  the  Persic  and  Pi 
nations  do ;  whereas  it  is  Osiris,  the  Lord  of  the  Si: 
18  the  Supreme  god,  generator,  producer,  and  ere 
the  sun  and  all  things  that  are.  No  sooner  had  '. 
this  discovery,  which  I  did  by  conversing  with  th 
priest  of  On,  than  I  perceived  that  whatsoever  gr 
may  be  found  in  the  religion  of  the  lower  castes 
people,  who  soldoni  see  beyond  the  symbol,  the  th 
of  the  wise  and  great  is  free  from  idolatry." 

"I  am  glad  yon  justify  us  in  this  matter,  dear 
tris,"  answered  the  prince.  "  We  are  not  idolat< 
the  Persian  and  Barbara  kings.  Our  sacred  book 
an  intellectual  and  spiritual  theology.  But,  as 
before  said  to  you,  the  Invisible  is  so  veiled  fr< 
people,  by  the  visible  forms  under  which  he  is  ofi 
them  by  the  priesthood,  that  while  we  adore  the 
power  and  strength  in  Apis,  t/iei/  worship  the  bu 
self:  while  we  in  the  form  of  Ilorus,  with  his  urae 
disk,  adore  Ilini  who  made  him  a  benefactor  to  m 
a  pursuer  of  evil,  thef/  bow  down  to  the  hawk- 
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HmtuQ  of  poq>hjTj  and  worship  the  Bcnlptnred  colossuB 
oi  •t4)nc.  But  I  interrupt  you.  Proceed,  if  you  please, 
with  the  account  of  the  origin  of  your  country's  religion.'' 
^  I  have  not  much  more  to  add  of  interest,"  I  answered, 
^  save  of  Adonis  and  Astarte." 

'*  Are  not  these  your  Osiris  and  Isis  t"  asked  the  princo 
readily. 

"*  I  will  first  explain,"  said  I,  not  immediately  answer- 
Ing  his  question,  ^'  what  we  in  PhcBuicia  think  of  IsiflL 
Hie  priests  teach  that  the  identity  of  the  goddess  lo,  who 
i^  worshipped  with  rites  unusually  imposing  at  BybloSy 
is  one  with  Isis." 
"  What  is  your  opinion,  Sesostrist" 
^TheVe  is,"  I  answered,  ^*a  close  resemblance  be 
tween  the  rites  which  relate  to  the  death  and  reyival  of 
idonis  at  Byblos,  and  of  your  divinity  Osiris  in  Egypt 
Indeed  the  priests  at  Byblos  claim  to  have  the  sepulchre 
r(  (hiris  among  them,  and  maintain  that  all  the  rites 
vhich  are  commonly  referred  to  Adonis  properly  relate 
to  Osiris." 

**Then  Egypt  derives  Osiris  from  PhoBniciaP  re- 
Qttrked  Remeses,  with  a  slight  movement  of  the  brows, 
ttd  a  smile. 

"  Without  doubt,"  I  replied.  "  In  Tyre  we  call  Egypt 
ie  daughter  of  Phoenicia." 

**Tlie  daughter  has  out-grown  the  mother,  dear  Sesos* 
'-"^a.  We  are  proud  of  our  parentage.  We  bow  to 
Phoenicia  as  the  mistress  of  letters  and  queen  of  the 
^nrhants  of  the  earth.  But  what  think  the  priests  of 
^W  c.f  Osiris  and  Isis?" 

"*  It  is  ilie  tradition  of  those  haughty  priests  that  they 
•'^  dittinct  persons,"  I  replied.     "  The  ceremonies  and 
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ritee  with  which  they  worship  these  deities  are  tmlj 
magnificent,  and  are  invested  with  every  form  of  the 
beautiful  and  gorgeous.  Ours,  as  I  have  said,  in  some 
points  resemble  your  Egyptian  rites  in  honoring  Osiris 
and  Isis ;  but  while  you  Egyptians,  Remeses,  adore  only 
an  abstract  attribute  of  the  deity,  we  adore  the  hero 
and  the  heroic  woman — Adonis  and  Astarte.  We  rke 
not  beyond  them.  We  elevate  them  to  the  heavens  and 
to  the  moon,  and  call  them  our  gods.  Truly,  in  the 
presence  of  the  sublimer,  purer  myth  which  is  the  ele* 
ment  of  your  faith,  O  Remeses,  I  feel  that  I  am  not  fiff 
above  the  Barbara  kings  of  Southern  Africa,  who  deify 
each  his  predecessor.  The  priests  of  Isis,  when  they 
were  in  Phoenicia,  attempted  to  elevate  our  worship; 
but  we  are  still  idolaters,  that  is,  mere  men-worshippen. 
Or,  where  we  do  not  pay  them  divine  honors,  we  offer 
them  to  the  sun,  and  moon,  and  stars.  I  mnst  be 
initiated,  O  Remeses,  into  the  profounder  inteUectnal 
nivstenes  of  your  spiritual  myth,  now  that  I  am  in 

Egypt." 

"You  shall  have  your  wish  gratified.  The  high 
priest  of  On  shall  receive  orders  to  open  to  you  (what 
is  closed  to  all  strangers)  the  sacred  and  mystic  rites  of 
our  faith." 

"I  have  alluded  to  the  mysteries  of  the  temjAe  at 
Tyre,"  I  added.  "  Initiated  thereinto,  I  was  tanght  that 
religion  had  a  higher  object  than  human  heroes,  and 
that  in  Astarte  is  worshipped  the  daughter  of  HeaTen 
and  Light,  who  is  life,  and  that  Adonis,  her  son  by  tlie 
Earth,  signifies  Tnith.  Thus  from  heaven  spring  light, 
Life,  and  Tnith.  These  three,  say  the  mystic  books 
which  I  studied,  constitute  the  Trinity  of  God,  who 


II  explains  to  me-  vtt^  !  -Sd.  inc  'Mshr?  mi^mssuL. 
*nj  the  Srnai£  w-icacin  "a«  stm,    Ti  ■a«n.  x  i  -sa 

"^  ^S^t  be  ie  Tonfcipwrf  ^  m  iaa :  ^  ie^  Qmadii^ 

lo  him.    But  ]b[E  nta;::^^  -v^nofc-  "v^icL  leo^^m  -sim 
'?™bo!  from  the  rracii  b*ciai:  x.  -itb  zur^^finwi  jy  ~im 

"B«Ut  nndemood.  ie  'ix  ■»^«5fcfp  -vir  -i*  iecrr.  w  re- 
'^ajed  ID  onr  ««rtd  'owt.  B^  i*  mmj  rf  b» 
"ity  is  onknoim  to  oar  iheotnj^.  Ha^%  tob  a^n 
'^^ples  of  the  mn  in  Tjre  T 

One  oalv,**  »«  mr  nmver.  ~  bet  »ior±T.  if  I  bs» 
*  **?,  from  itt  splendor.  :r-  i*.aDd  in  tout  dtr  rf  *  tk* 
^•■d  of  the  Son.'  ae  I  mn=;  ca!S  ;t-~ 

Ib  there  Dot  a  citr  of  rotir  kingdozi  eaBed  Baa)- 
P^'^gor,  in  which  U  a  tamom  enn- Temple  r" 

Ton  mean  Baalbec,  the  same  wonU,  41117  ijianged 
^^tl;.    llus  city  defierree  ite  great  fame,  bo  grand  an 
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its  fance,  so  noble  its  palaces,  so  imposing  tho  wonhip  ol 
the  sun  before  its  altars,  so  gorgeous  the  interiors  of  its 
temples,  so  rich  the  apparel  of  its  priests,  so  snblimo  its 
choral  worship.  It  is  in  Sjrio-Euphrates,  and  is  so  shaded 
by  palms  that  it  has  the  aspect,  in  approaching  it  across 
the  desert,  of  being  an  oasis  filled  with  temples." 

^'  Is  not  Phoenicia  a  lovely  land,  Sesostris  f"  he  asked, 
at  the  same  time  returning  the  salutation  of  the  adniind, 
Pathromenes,  who  passed  in  his  war-galley,  on  his  way 
to  join  the  Prince  Moeris,  whose  fleet  sails  to-morrow  on 
its  expedition.  I  was  glad,  also,  to  behold  again  my  cour- 
teous friend  of  the  Pelusian  coast,  and  cordially  received 
and  answered  his  polite  and  pleased  recognition  of  my 
person. 

^^  It  is  indeed  a  lovely  land,  with  its  verdant  plains, 
majestic  mountains  clothed  with  cedar,  and  beautiful 
but  narrow  rivers.  It  is  covered  with  fair  cities  from 
the  peninsula  of  Tyre  to  the  further  limits  of  Coele-Syria, 
and  is  a  rich  and  lovely  kingdom,  populous  and  happy. 
Its  two  great  cities,  Tyr©  and  Sidon,  are  called  the  eyes 
of  the  world." 

"  I  have  Ro  heard,"  he  answered,  "  and  when  this  Ethio 
pian  war  ends,  and  I  find  time  to  be  absent,  I  hope  to 
cross  the  sea  to  your  kingdom  and  see  '  the  mother  of 
Egypt,'  as  she  also  calls  herself;  'the  merchant  of  th« 
Bcas,'  whose  galleys  have  discovered  in  unknown  oceans, 
beyond  the  Pillars  of  the  West,  the  isles  of  the  blessed." 

"So  report  our  bold  and  venturous  mariners,"  I  an- 
swered. 

"We  who  stay  at  home,  know  not,  Seeostria,  what 
marvels  lie  beyond  the  seas  at  the  extremity  of  the  plane 
of  the  earth's  vast  area.     It  is  possible  that  islands  and 


vbeeborertlw  WoBt  to  ntniB  to  b  tii^  a  &«  Ob- 
ent;  uul  if  ve  credit  nunDeis  «i»  ftBw  Ae  riMHi 
of  iJie  Arabian  and  Indian  wea^  Amm  an  tdr  Amm 
from  whence  come  off  to  tbem  I 
graoce  of  unknown  floveti,  vUk 
fill  the  air  with  xhear  so^  hj  ^;  htf  A  m^  Am 
odamt  forests  edio  widi  Ae  AvA  nv  ^  9mm 
mmm,  that  gnwd  Ae  Amm  Abb  As  vrariM  tf 

"  I  hare  eaaed  aloog  tlw>  dm%  VI  ■■r  to  « iMid 
M  to  [peak  in  Each  a  praeoea^nf  ]«d  friBB^*fai»- 
inf  t«d  the  captain  oi  the  gaOcT',  wbo  had  itood  by&taD- 

ing  to  onr  discourse. 

"Sajon,  Rathoe,"  answered  the  prince  conrteonaly. 
"  "hat  have  yon  to  tell  of  marvels  on  foreign  seae  f** 

"The  lands  at  the  earth's  end,  yonr  excellencr,  ar« 
Kot  like  oars  of  Egypt  I  have  seen  lales  where  the 
men  are  like  larger  monkeya,  and  have  a  language  no 
one  nsderetands,  and  build  their  honsee  in  the  treee. 
£^  demons  I  doubt  not,  or  else  sonls  sent  back  to  earth 
from  Amenthe,  by  Osiris,  to  atone  for  crimes  in  mtW' 
•troiifl  forms,  neither  human  nor  beast !" 

"  I  have  heard  of  these  creatnres,"  said  L  "  How  &i 
Mthon  sailed,  ORathoB  I" 

"To  the  very  edge  of  the  world,  my  lord  of  Tyre,"  he 
""swered  qoietly,  "  I  was  in  a  ship  going  to  Farther 
""i  In  sailing  ronnd  the  end  of  the  earth  we  lost  the 
*hore  in  a  dark  storm ;  and  when  day  came  we  saw  only 
"7  and  water.  AH  were  in  consternation  to  be  thua 
'*tween  heaven  and  sea,  and  no  land  to  gnide  our  conrse 
io  add  to  onr  terror,  I  perceived  that  we  were  borne 
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Bwiflly  upon  an  ocean-current  eastward.  It  increased 
in  velocity,  and  I  soon  saw  that  we  must  be  approadi* 
ing  the  verge  of  the  vast  and  horrid  gulf,  over  whicb 
the  full  ocean  plunges,  a  thousand  leagues  in  breadth, 
prone  into  chaos  and  the  regions  of  the  lost  spirita  of  the 
unburied  souls  of  men  !  But  by  the  interposition  of  the 
god  of  winds,  to  whom  I  vowed  a  libation  and  a  bale  of 
the  richest  spices  of  Bengal,  a  great  storm  swept  over 
the  sea  against  us,  and  before  it  we  fled  as  with  wingi^ 
until  we  came  to  a  great  island,  under  the  shelt^  of 
which  we  anchored,  rejoicing  in  our  safety." 

^  Verily,  brave  Bathos,  thou  wert  in  a  great  peril,''  I 
said.     '^  Thinkest  thou  it  was  at  the  world's  end  P 

^^  So  said  the  king  of  the  island,  and  he  congralolatad 
UB  on  our  escape ;  saying  that  few  ships,  when  onoe 
upon  that  downward  tide,  ever  returned  again  to  the  top 
of  the  earth." 

"  Thinkest  thou  the  earth  is  square,  Rathoe,  from  what 
voyages  thou  hast  made!"  I  asked  of  the  gray-haired 
captain,  whose  silvery  locks  were  braided  around  his 
head,  and  covered  by  a  green  embroidered  bonnet,  with 
a  fringed  cape  falling  to  his  neck. 

''Or  a  triangle,  my  lord  prince;  but  some  say  four 
square,  with  a  burning  mountain  at  each  angle." 

^' Which  is  thine  own  opinion,  Rathost"  asked  the 
prince,  who  had  been  listening  to  our  conversation. 

"  That  it  is  irregular  and  jagged,  my  lord  of  Egypt, 
m  shape  not  unlike  this  fair  Isle  of  Rhoda,  at  whidi  we 
are  about  to  land." 

^^  And  what  thinkest  thou.  Bathos,  is  its  foundatioo  F* 
oontinued  the  prince. 

*^The  Indian  wise  men  say  it  is  held  up  on  the  baekof  a 
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bn^tortoiae;  aad  oarprieste  of  Egypt  that  il  lloatsin  a 
Tatt  ocean ;  while  in  Jaffa  thej  teacli  thut  it  floats  on  s 
bonadloffl  sea  of  fire.  I  know  uot,  my  lord  prince.  1 
Icate  knowledge  of  euch  wisdom  to  the  great  pliiloeo- 
pbm;  and  for  my  part  am  content  to  live  upon  our  lair 
rartli  u  long  as  the  gods  will,  be  it  fire,  or  tortoise,  oi 
(iren  though  it  stand  on  nothing,  aa  the  people  in  Persia 
hold  that  it  does.  But  we  are  at  the  terrace-atepa,  my 
W  of  Memphis!" 

Hon;  he  bowed  low,  holding  Mb  hand  to  his  heart, 
»iwl  lefi  us  to  superintend  the  landing  of  the  galley,  at 
1d«  porphyry  Btaircaso  of  the  propylffloni  of  the  palace. 

"Ssjoetria,"  said  the  princo  tome,  "has  the  idea  oc- 
Biured  to  you  that  this  world  may  be  a  globe,  siispeniled 
11  enbtle  ether,  and  in  diurnal  revolution  around  the 
fixed  tan  V' 

"Never,  Kemeees!"  I  cried,  with  a  look  of  amaze- 
ment at  this  bold  and  original  thought.  "  It  is  impossi- 
ble it  should  be  so  I" 

"Nothing  is  impossible  with  the  Author  of  creation  1" 
ttid  Remeses,  with  great  solemnity.  And,  then,  after 
u  inBtant's  pause,  he  added  pleasantly — "  On  what  doee 
•ba  eea  of  fire  or  the  tortoise  rest,  my  dear  prince  ? 
"lich  theory  is  the  most  difficult  to  receive  t  But  I 
la^e  given  astrology  considerable  attention,  and  if  you 
'ill  examine  with  rae  some  observations  and  calcula- 
liots  that  I  have  made,  I  think  you  will  be  with  me  in 
"■J  novel  opinion,  that  this  earth  may  prove  to  be  a 
iphere  and  in  orbitual  motion,  with  its  seven  planets, 
•boot  the  Bun ;  its  annual  progress  in  its  circuit  giv- 
■tig  na  Beasone,  its  dinnial  motion  night  and  day  t  But 
'  *^  yon  etftnd  perplexed  and  amazed      By  and  by 
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700  Bhall  be  initiated  into  the  mjsteriee  of  m;  stndiM 
Let  OB  land  I" 

Farewell,  dear  mother.  The  great  length  of  this  let- 
ter renders  it  neceesary  that  I  should  olow  it  abropUj. 
bat  believe  me  ever 

Tour  datifiil  eon, 

SB8O6TBI8. 


JBUKL  ur  BomAOK. 


LKTTEB    XI. 


la  m;  last  letter  I  narrmted  a  oonTenadon  be- 
vca  Prince  Rcmcses  and  myself,  upon  the  mytha  ol 
^t  and  Phcenicia,  and  other  snbjects,  while  being 
nt  iu  bis  gallfly  from  the  Memj^us  bank  d  the  rivei 
ivn  to  the  Island  of  Rhoda.  1  have  already  deecribed 
lit  heaniiful  isle,  and  spoken  of  it  as  the  favorite  reai- 
nte  of  the  queen.  It  is  sitnated  nearly  midway 
!lveen  her  two  chief  cities.  On  and  Memphis,  both  of 
lucb — nne  on  the  west  and  the  other  on  the  east — are 
i^lfat  from  the  top  of  the  central  pylon  of  her  palace, 
It  dirideft  the  "  conrt  of  fonntains  and  Btataea"  from 

Uto  from  this  point  the  qaeen  commands,  at  one 
w,  the  Dohle  Bpectacle  of  her  navy  anchored  in  the 
tr.  and  her  armiee  encamped,  the  one  on  the  plain  ot 
mphia,  and  the  other  upon  that  of  Kaamsea. 

wrrito  TOO  a  letter  day  before  yesterday,  my  dear 
thtr.  after  my  return  from  a  very  interesting  visit  tc 

plain  "f  Mcm[>hia,  wliither  the  prince  went  in  his 
c  I>argu  to  review  the  80,000  soldiers  encamped 
m.    I  will  devote  this  letter  to  an  account  of  a 
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second  visit,  and  a  description  of  the  scenes  I  witnen 
and  a  narration  of  the  events  which  transpired. 

Earlj  this  morning,  when  the  queen  and  Bern 
and  I  were  about  to  be  seated  at  our  repast ;  and,  as 
pious  custom  of  the  Egyptians  of  all  ranks  is,  Rem 
having  just  asked  the  blessing  of  the  gods  before  ] 
taking,  lo  I  Prince  Moeris,  lord  of  the  Thebaid,  cam< 
unannounced,  accompanied  by  liis  favorite  lion,  wl 
always  follows  his  steps  or  stalks  by  his  side,  and  s 
with  bluntness  unsuited  to  the  presence — 

"  Tour  majesty,  I  have  come  to  say  to  yon  that  I 
ready  to  weigh  anchor  and  commence  my  voyage  to 
Cataracts  I    I  await  your  orders  and  pleasure  1" 

Thus  speaking,  he  stood  with  his  head-admiral 
half  a  dozen  of  his  chief  officers  behind  him  in 
entrance,  his  sword  at  his  side,  and  his  gold  helm  i 
its  nodding  plumes  towering  proudly.     His  whole 
pearance  was  singularly  splendid  and  martial,  and 
deemed  to  be  consciouft  of  the  effect  the  striking 
gance  and  brilliancy  of  his  costume  produced  upon  i 
for,  though  brave  as  Osirtasen  the  Conqueror,  he  if 
vain  as  ever  was  the  fair  Princess  Nitocris. 

Queen  Amense,  who  enjoined  tlie  strictest  etiqu* 
m  her  court,  frowned  at  tliis  discourteous  intrusion ; 
the  nobles  of  Lower  Egypt  are  remarkable  by  the  gi 
and  refinement  of  their  manners,  and  the  court  of 
Pharaohs  has  for  ages  been  distinguished  for  the  h 
tone  of  its  polite  observances.  From  portico  to  sale 
from  saloon  to  ante-room,  from  ante-room  to  recepti 
room,  and  so  onward  to  the  deepest  recesses  of 
palace  or  house,  the  guest  is  ushered  by  succesi 
pages,  until   the  chief  steward  or  grand-chamberi 
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Adxuiu  him  into  the  presence  of  the  lord  of  the  maiOBioni 
who  already,  by  a  swift  page,  has  been  informed  of  the 
advance  of  the  visitor.  h\  no  case  are  these  formalities 
dispensed  with  bj  persons  of  high  breeding.  Breaking 
throogh  all  such  ancient  and  social  ceremonies,  the  rude 
Theban  viceroy  came  before  her  as  I  have  described* 
The  brow  of  Remeses  darkened,  but  he  preserved  silence. 
**  I  am  glad,  prince,  tliat  you  have  been  so  diligent,** 
•aid  Amense,  coldly.     "When  will  you  depart!*' 

**  Within  the  hour,  my  royal  aunt  If  Hemeses,  my 
warlike  cousin,  wishes  to  co-operate  with  me  at  Thebes, 
be  will  not  long  delay  marching  his  army  forward.  I 
hear,  by  a  swift  galley  just  arrived,  that  the  tierce  Ethi 
opian  king,  Occhoris,  with  half  his  mighty  host,  has 
already  dared  to  enter  the  Thinite  province,  and  men 
toes  Thebes  I*' 

^  There  is  no  time  for  delay,  then,"  cried  Remeses, 

rifiDg  from   the   table,  leaving  the  grapes,  figs,  and 

wbeaten  rolls  untouched.     "Farewell,  my  mother!"  he 

•ud,  embracing  her.     "  In  a  few  weeks  I  shall  return  to 

JOQ  with  tidings  that  the  scourge  of  your  kingdom  has 

pen&hed  with  his  armies  I" 

1  will  not  describe  the  tenderness  of  the  parting  be- 

^een  the  queen  and  Remeses,  whom  she  would  have 

Wd,  refusing  to  release  him,  if  he  had  not  gently  disen- 

giged  himself,  taken  up  his  sword  and   helmet,  and 

[    fciiteiied  from  die  apartment.     Prince  Moeris,  with  a 

f    atoghty  bow  to  the  queen,  for  whom  he  seems  to  entcr- 

\    tiin  bitter  dislike,  had  already  taken  his  departure  with 

kii  captains   at   his   heels.     I  followed   Remeses,  and 

together  we  crossed  to  the  shore  on  the  side  of  On,  and 

^^M^  meeting  chariots,  we  were  in  a  short  time  in  the 
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inidBt  of  the  war-camp  of  his  chariot  legiouB  Hie 
were  encamped  several  stadia  south  of  On,  on  the  plai 
beyond  Kaamses.  Here,  in  the  little  Temple  of  Horn 
un  the  terrace  of  which  we  held  our  conversation  aboi 
the  Hebrews  as  we  paced  its  long  pavement  (ac 
which  I  have  already  repeated  to  yon),  the  prini 
with  his  chief  captains  offered  libations  and  burned  i 
cense,  invoking  the  favor  and  aid  of  Heaven  on  tl 
expedition.  He  then  gave  his  orders  to  his  generak 
division,  chiefs  of  legions,  and  captains ;  and  the  who 
host,  forming  in  column  of  march,  moved  forward  t 
wards  the  south,  with  trumpets  sounding  and  the  mr 
bling  thunder  of  thousands  of  wheels  of  iron.  Seeii 
that  they  were  all  in  motion— each  battalion  under  i 
own  head-captain — the  prince  took  boat  to  cross  the  Ni 
to  the  plain  of  Memphis,  in  order  to  put  in  motion  tl 
army  of  horse  and  foot  there  encamped.  On  our  wi 
over,  we  saw  the  van  of  the  fleet  of  the  Prince  of  Theb- 
coming  up  the  broad  river  in  stately  style,  lifty  abreac 
propelled  by  innumerable  oars.  It  was  a  brave  ar 
battle-like  front,  and  what  with  pennons  flying,  spea 
and  shields  gleaming  from  their  poop-decks  and  mac 
towers,  and  the  brazen  or  gilt  insignia  of  hawks',  eagle 
lions',  or  ibis'  heads  rising  upon  a  thousand  topmast 
and  all  catching  the  sunbeams,  the  spectacle  was  aing 
larly  impressive. 

"  There  comes  a  prince,  my  Sesostris,"  said  Remeo 
to  me,  as  ho  surveyed  tlie  advancing  front  of  m 
^  who,  if  I  should  fall  in  this  Ethiopian  expedition,  w 
be  Phai-aoh  o^  Egypt  when  my  mother  diea.'' 

^  The  gods  forbid  !"  I  exclaimed  with  warmth. 

*^He  is  the  next  of  blood.    It  is  tnio«  mj  mothi 


•  4 


i^ 


t.vr».» 


rauld,  hy   will,    tlieiuie    I 

Kepire  upon  an/  oaa  lb*  dhaw  to 

tioK  remember  tlut,  by  ear  lia^  it « 

(di  her  publicly  wid  eatmaakm^  ••  a 

Ku  btfore  he  could  reigo — oee  ■  a^ 

out  MeiDpbitic  law  r«giibui^  MMta 

tieiii,   Ucsris  voold,  tbenfon^  Wro  *•  W  aAifHL* 

'^Theii  be  waold  Dcrer  R^gB,*  I  laA. 

RomeeeB  remained  eilest  ■  aMMMi^  Bo^H^  fes 
>ud,  viih  »  loQe  of  indignnt  ^Mlii^— 

"Sttoeuis,  lay  mother  fesH  AM  ■■&  yMBf  ffHa& 
Se  po^csees  over  ber  sn  JntJfBMyi  f«w.  X*  ^m 
iDfioenw  be  owoa  bis  eleTstioii,  faMD  benp  a  no*  go«' 
«mor  of  SaiB,  to  the  Ticeroyat^  <tf'  Cppar  Eg7|*-  B* 
"oiild  Qot  lail,  bboald  I  fall,  to  exat  Ui  ■ijMiiiii 
P^«r  over  her  mind,  and  bii  ambhiiw  vnaU  paia^ 
tiisi  lo  aim  at  erec  the  throne  of  all  ^^Jft.  Btf  be  ■» 
■"Wt !"  he  added,  as  we  toodked  die  ibgn. 

A  score  of  horeetnen,  anned  villi  fcng  niimi,  were  la 
*>iting.  Bemeeea  and  I  mematad  bans  already  pr^ 
*i'^«4;  arid,  al  a  wave  of  hk  hand,  At  wbdla  party 
^bcct  off  along,  the  avenoe  of  the  aqoediHt,  a  m^BiS- 
^tlhorougbfare.  two  miles  ID  length,  bordandbypalai- 
^^-  irltb,  at  interrale,  a  monolith  ctatae  ol  red  ^rtaSt 
^ilt«,  or  an  obeliek,  castiiig  it»  needle-like  ■badow 
*'^'<<«  the  wide,  paved  road.     At  the  end  of  ifaia  arenne, 

hifh  leads  Etraight  from  the  rirer  to  the  pyramida,  ve 
^^fl  SDUtb,  and  before  os  bebebl,  ipread  ool  aa  fiu 
»*  iW  eye  finld  reach,  the  tented  field  of  the  TaM 
^ptian  boet.  cavalry  and  footmen  of  all  anna,  las 
P^^f^  u.d  cofitamcs.  belonging  to  the  natium  t/ibntar] 

"*  %pt    I  had  viaited  this  vast  camp  the  prMedug 
12 
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day.  It  covered  a  league  of  ground,  preaeuting  a  tea 
of  tents,  bauDers,  plumes,  spears,  aud  shiniDg  IusIjbl 
As  we  came  iu  sight,  a  trumpeter  sounded  a  few  load 
notes  to  proclaim  the  presence  of  the  prince-gODsnL 
We  dashed  up  to  the  central  payilion,  on  the  summit  d 
which  the  winged  sun  of  burnishod  gold  showed  that  iki 
ai  m J  was  to  march  under  the  particular  guardianship  d 
the  god.  From  the  summit  of  the  staff  of  other  haad- 
some  tents,  the  emblems  of  generals  and  chiefs  of  bat- 
talions were  displayed  in  the  form  of  silver  hawks' heaiK 
the  brazen  head  of  a  lion  or  wolf,  or  the  hcada  of  thi 
ibis,  crocodile,  and  vulture.  Each  phalanx  thua  mardii' 
under  and  knew  its  peculiar  emblem,  following  its  kai 
in  the  column  of  advance  on  the  march,  and  ralljim 
around  it  in  the  midst  of  battle. 

Prince  Renieses  was  in  a  few  moments  anrroundad  bj 
his  generals  and  chief  warriors,  to  whom  he  madeksoiva 
the  advance  of  the  Ethiopian  king,  Occhoria,  apM 
Tlicbcs, — intelligence  of  which  he  and  the  queen  hai 
receiveil  by  u  mounted  messenger,  while  Prince  Metric 
who  had  come  to  announce  it  also,  was  in  her  apartnMBt 
In  a  few  words  he  made  known  his  ordere  to  each  gi^ 
eral  in  succemion,  who,  making  a  low  niilitarj  obri* 
sance,  by  bowin<<:  the  head  and  turning  the  aword-peW 
to  the  earth,  iiiBtiintly  dopnrte<l  to  their  dixisiona.  1W 
ireiioral-in-chief  in  iinintHliate  command  he  rataincdb} 
Ills  t^ide,  with  his  gorfreous  staff  of  officera»  In  a  fc* 
ininures  all  was  life  and  movement  througfaoat  the  tei^ 
ed  fiolti.  In  four  hours  the  whole  army— their  faaH 
ptnick  and  conveyed  to  barges,  together  with  all  oChai 
military  impediments  not  necessary  for  the  aolifian 
on  theit  march — was  funned  into  a  hollow  aqiiara  0i 


ihe  plain,  twenty  tboueand  mea  on  each  eide  facing 
imriud  to  a  temple  of  their  war-god,  Raupo-re,  which 
stood  on  the  plain.  Thia  was  a  small  but  buaatifol 
temple,  or  marble  pavilion,  in  the  form  of  a  peristjle, 
with  brazen  columns,  dedicated  to  the  Egyptian  Man, 
Itw88  erected  in  this  martial  plain  by  AmunophiB  I., 
for  the  purpose  of  eiicnfices  and  oblations,  and  of  offer' 
ill g  libations  and  incense  for  armies  assembled  abont  it 
before  marching  on  warlike  eiqpeditiona-  Tlie  circle  of 
eolnmiiB  wa*  caat  from  the  shields  and  weapons  which 
be  had  taken  in  his  Arabian  and  Asiatic  wars. 

The  chief  priest  of  Mare,  who  is  a  prince  in  rank,  and 
slW  to  tlic  throne,  attended  by  more  than  one  hundred 
iiiferifir  priests,  advanced  from  the  inner  ehrine  npon  a 
■nsrble  terrace,  in  the  centre  of  which  stood  the  iron 
columned  pavilion  that  inclosed  the  shrine  of  the  god. 
He»iifi  attired  in  a  grand  and  imposinp  costume,  having 
*'iiira,  adorned  by  a  winged  sun  sparkling  with  jewels, 
Tid  the  sacred  iirfeus,  encircling  his  brows.  He  wore  a 
loifing  robe  of  the  whitest  linen,  descending  to  his  feet. 
A  loose  upper  cape  of  crimson,  embroidered  with  gold, 
*^  having  flowing  sleeves,  was  put  on  over  the  robe. 
Still  above  this  was  a  breastplate  of  precious  atones,  in 
the  farm  of  a  corselet,  while  the  tiara  partook  also  of 
tlie  martial  form,  being  shaped  like  a  helmet,  with  the 
«cred  asp  of  gold  projecting  in  front  as  a  visor.  Above 
ill  tliJB,  hanging  from  hia  left  shoulder,  was  a  splendid 
l^ipard's  skin,  heavy  with  a  border  of  closely  woven 
rings  of  gold.  As  be  advanced,  he  extended  in  his  right 
'tiJ  a  short  sword,  the  hilt  of  which  was  a  crus,  or 
■be  sacred  cross-shaped  Tau,  siinnounted  by  a  ball,  tbt 
"olo  being  an  emblem  of  life ;  while  ia  hia  helmet 
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towered,  as  symbols  of  tnith  and  order,  two  ostric 
feathers — the  evenness  and  symmetry  with  which  tl 
feathery  filaments  grow  on  each  side  of  their  stem  ha 
ing  suggested  to  the  Egyptians  the  adoption  of  di 
emblem;  for  order  and  troth,  according  to  Rgypdi 
philosophy,  are  the  foundation  and  preservation  of  tl 
universe. 

Having  reached  the  front  of  the  lofty  terrace,  upc 
which  was  an  altar  of  brass,  he  raised  his  left  arm  I 
throwing  back  the  superb  leopard-skin  mantle;  and,  cl 
vating  his  commanding  form  to  its  full  grandeur,  1 
turned  slowly  ro\md,  pointing  heavenward  with  his  Ic 
hand,  and  holding  his  sword,  as  it  were,  over  the  am 
as  he  turned,  until  with  it  he  had  swept  the  circle 
the  horizon.  This  was  an  invocation  to  all  the  ga 
for  a  blessing  upon  the  assembled  hosts.  Daring  t: 
act,  every  general  bowed  his  head  as  if  to  receive 
every  soldier  lowered  his  weapon,  and  at  its  conclosic 
all  the  music  bands  in  the  army  before  him  simultar 
ously  burst  into  an  overwhelming  sound — drums,  tnii 
pets,  comets,  cymbals,  filling  the  air  with  their  min^ 
roll !  Silence  deep  as  night  then  succeeded ;  and  t: 
high-priest,  facing  the  shrine,  stood  while  a  company 
priests  rolled  out  from  the  door  of  the  temple  the  star 
of  the  god,  clad  in  full  armor  of  steel,  inlaid  with  go" 
a  jewelled  helmet  upon  his  head,  and  a  spear  in  his  rig 
hand.  It  was  of  gigantic  size,  and  standing  in  an  at 
tude  of  battle,  upon  a  lofty  chariot  of  burnished  br». 
with  wheels  of  iron.  It  was  an  imposing  and  splend 
figure,  and  a  jnst  imago  of  war.  Tlie  priests,  w^ 
wheeled  the  car  out  of  the  temple,  having  drawn  it  on 
all  around  the  terrace,  so  that  the  whole  army  oould  l3 
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bold  tlie  mailed  and  helmeted  god  (whoae  prewnce  they 
tiailed  bj  Btrikiiig  their  swords  upon  their  eJiielda,  or 
sffOfds  against  swords),  slopped  in  front  of  the  prince- 
priaL  He  then  prostrated  himself  before  it,  the  pro- 
fi)aD(i«st  silence  and  awe  prevailing  during  the  few  mo 
ineuid  he  remained  upon  iiig  face  at  the  f^t  of  the  deity. 
Wlien  he  rose  and  turned  lo  the  weet,  the  Prince  Be 
mesee  and  all  hLi  captains  advanced  to  the  steps  of  tlie 
pyramidal  base  on  which  the  temple  was  elevated.  Each 
uptuD  was  followed  by  a  Nubian  slave,  bearing  in  » 
■end  vaae  the  offering  of  his  own  phalanx  of  aoldien. 
Baaeees  bore  in  his  hand  a  coetly  necklace,  dazzUng 
*it]i  precious  stones,  iho  offering  of  hie  mother.  The 
generab  and  captains  came  witii  floweis,  chuing  of  gold, 
tte  lotiiB-leaf  made  of  ivory,  and  sparkling  with  jewe!« 
«»Itered  upon  it  in  imitation  of  dewdropa.  Some  bore 
•■oida,  and  spears,  aa'i  pinmes. 

Bemeees,  at  the  head  of  his  officers,  ascended  tfas 
'''*P«aiid  presented  to  the  priest  his  mothers  offering, 
•Jiicb  he  placed  over  the  head  of  tlie  g<xi.  He  then 
*(l  a  Bword,  brought  for  the  purpose,  at  the  feet  of  the 
"ftfQe;  but,  as  he  afterwards  explained  to  me,  and  as  I 
■^ideretood,  not  aa  an  offering  to  a  mythical  Mara,  but  to 
**«  Infinite  God  of  armies,  whom  the  statue  symbolized  ; 
•^ei  I  could  see  that  the  greater  part  of  his  officers  paid 
''«ir  homage  and  made  their  offerings  to  the  mere 
Material  statue.  Such  is  tlie  twofold  idea  attached, 
Either  by  one  or  another  class  of  devotees,  dear  mother, 
**^  all  worehip  in  Egypt.  They  do  one  thing  and  mean 
**iother ;  of  course  I  speak  of  the  priests,  princes,  and 
Vwlnsophere.  As  for  tiie  people,  they  mean  what  they 
™  when  they  offeralibauou  or  an  invocation  to  a  stat  na 
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When  the  chief  captains  had  preeented  their  offeringi 
and  the  high-priest  had  either  decorated  the  god  witJ 
them,  or  laid  them  upon  the  altar  of  brass,  then  caia 
the  Nubian  slaves,  laden  witli  the  gifta  of  the  soldien 
There  were  sixty  of  these  offering-bearers,  and  in  pre 
cession  they  ascended  the  terrace,  each  with  a  painte 
earthen  rase  upon  his  shoulder.  One  after  anotbt. 
they  deposited  them  around  the  over-burdened  alta 
and  descended  to  the  plain,  not  daring  to  lift  their  ey« 
to  the  god,  so  near  to  whoee  presence  they  came.  ^ 
was  my  privilege  to  stand  always  by  the  side  of  R^ 
meses,  who  desired  me  to  witness  the  scene. 

The  vases  contained  every  imaginable  article  that,  ^ 
the  moment,  a  common  soldier  might  have  about  !■ 
person.  There  weie  rings  of  silver,  of  copper,  of  woo^ 
of  glass ;  dried  figs,  tamarinds,  dates,  and  raisins ;  gariic 
leeks,  onions,  bits  of  inscribed  papyrus,  palm-leaves 
flowers  innumerable,  scarabsei  of  burnt  clay,  pebblep 
and  metal ;  seeds  of  the  melon  and  radish,  and  incens* 
gum ;  little  clay  images  of  Mars,  of  various  weapon- 
and  of  Osiris.  There  were  also  myrrh,  resin,  and  snuu 
pots  of  ointment ;  pieces  of  iron,  fragments  of  weaponi 
locks  of  hair,  shreds  of  linen,  and  bits  of  ostrich  feathers 
beans,  sandal-clasps,  charms,  amulets,  and  even  tin, 
bottles  of  wine.  Indeed,  to  enumerate  what  met  m 
eyes  in  the  vases,  which  the  common  soldiere  in  thei 
piety  voted  to  the  god,  praying  for  a  successful  can 
paign,  would  fill  the  page  on  which  I  write,  and  giv 
you   the  name  of  nearly  every  thing  to  be  foimd  i 

Egypt- 

Wlien  all  these  offerings  had  boAn  raceivud  by  th 
high-priest,  and  while  the  prince  and  1      officers  st09 
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um  paces  to  one  side,  be  stood  before  the  altar :  tead 
MH  article  from  each  vase  being  brought  to  him,  he 
liid  it  npon  the  altar,  and  then,  in  a  solemn  manner,  in- 
voked the  god,  asking  him  to  accept  the  offerings  of  this 
great  army,  and  of  its  prince  and  captaina,  and  to  grant 
liiem  rictoriea  over  their  foea,  and  a  return  to  their 
inBen  crowned  with  conquest  and  glory. 

In  hia  prayer  I  could  Bee  that  he  elevated  his  noble 
oonDtcnance  to  the  Leavens,  as  if,  in  htB  mind,  mentally 
nerlooldng  the  inanimate  atatae  before  him,  and  direct- 
ing his  thoughts  to  Uie  Invisible  and  Supreme  Dweller 
m  ihe  eocret  places  of  His  universe  beyond  the  enn' 
H«]tieses  stood  in  a  devotional  attitude,  but  with  his 
ihougbtfol  brow  bent  to  the  ground.  I  could  perceive, 
lowtbatwe  had  conversed  so  much  together  upon  these 
4»inp  things,  that  he  was  worshipping,  in  the  depths 
of  hiR  heart,  the  God  of  gods,  wherever  that  Dread  and 
Ui^ty  Power  is  enthroned  on  the  height  of  His  uni 
^eree,  or  the  wings  of  the  imagination  can  ^o  out  to 
aim  and  find  Him. 

The  great  invocatory  prayer  ended,  the  high-priest  re- 
vived from  Kemeses  a  votive  crystal  box  of  the  fragrant 
Ameracine  ointment — a  gift  so  costly  and  precioos  that 
'^'7  the  princes  and  the  priests  are  permitted  to  possess 
it  -and  broke  it  upon  the  breast  of  the  god,  anointing 
■litti  ID  the  name  of  the  people  of  Egypt.  The  odor 
filled  all  the  air.  A  priest  then  handed  to  him  a  golden 
'^"P  richly  chased  with  sacred  symbols,  and  another, 
filling  it  from  a  vase  of  wine,  the  offering  of  the  chief 
Aichencherses,  who  is  next  in  military  rank  to  Bemeses, 
M  elevated  it  a  moment,  and  poured  it  out  at  the  feet  of 
^  god  as  a  libation  for  the  boats    Some  other  interesting 
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ceremonies  followed,  such  as  consecrating  and  preset 
ing  a  sword  to  the  prince,  and  the  touching  of  the  altar 
by  all  the  chiefs  with  the  points  of  their  weapons  as  they 
passed  it  in  descending  to  the  field,  the  high-priest 
Bprinkling  each  one  of  them  with  sacred  water  from  the 
Nile.  The  last  act  of  sacrifice — ^for,  though  bloodless^ 
the  Egyptians  term  the  whole  rite  a  sacrifice  to  the  god 
—was  by  Remeses.  The  high-priest  placed  in  his  hands 
a  censer — ^for  the  prince,  by  virtue  of  his  rank,  is  a  royal 
priest ;  and  Remeses,  accepting  it  with  reverence,  cast 
upon  the  live  coals  of  palm- wood  a  quantity  of  incenae. 
Then  approaching  the  altar,  he  waved  it  before  it  until 
clouds  of  smoke  rose  into  the  air  and  enveloped  hia 
head. 

At  this  moment,  the  most  sacred  one  of  the  whoie 
scene,  there  appeared  advancing  from  the  pavilion-tem 
pie  a  beautiful  maiden,  the  daughter  of  the  high-priest. 
She  was  arrayed  in  a  pure  white  robe,  which  floated! 
about  her  in  the  wind  like  a  cloud.  Over  her  shouldeni 
was  thrown  a  crimson  scarf,  on  which  was  embroidered 
the  cartouch  of  the  god.  Her  rich,  flowing  hair  was 
bound  about  her  stately  brow  by  a  crown  of  flowers* 
above  which  rose  a  silver  helm  with  a  crest  of  emerslds 
nnd  sappliircB,  in  imitation  of  the  feathery  coronet  of  the 
hird-of-paradise.  Tier  face  was  wonderfully  beautifnl, 
her  dark  eyes  beamed  with  love  and  joy,  and  her  form 
was  the  impersonation  of  grace. 

As  she  advanced,  the  priests  on  either  side  drew  back 
\rith  their  hands  crossed  upon  their  foreheads,  and  their 
heads  bent  lowly  before  her  presence.  Ooming  forward 
between  the  two  rows  of  oflicials,  she  shook  in  the  air 
above  her  head  a  small  temple  bell  called  the  iigirum. 
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vhi'i^  emitted  the  swcetust  and  ulcareat  melody.  This 
little  muBical  instrument  is  eacred  to  the  eerviceB  of  the 
temples,  and  the  Boiiod  of  it  ib  the  signal  for  the  begio- 
niag  «r  ending  of  every  rite.  That  which  was  now 
borne  by  the  high-prieet'a  daughter  consisted  of  a  cylin- 
drical handle  of  pearl,  surmounted  by  a  double-faced 
liead  of  ivory,  one  side  being  that  of  Isie,  the  other  ol 
Sefihthya.  From  this  twofold  head  rose  a  silver  almond- 
ibped  bow  About  £ve  inohes  high,  iohud  with  gold  and 
preeioae  Btoues.  In  this  bended  loop  of  metnl  were  in- 
MTWd  foar  metallic  baia  in  the  shape  of  asps,  upon  the 
My  of  which  were  loosely  strung  eeveral  silver  rings 
Aithu  maiden  held  thin  beantifnl  iriBtramcnt  in  the  tur, 
*nd  ehook  it,  the  rings,  moving  to  and  fro  upon  the  bare, 
produced  the  clear  bell-like  sounds  I  have  mentioned. 
^  ancient  times  so  great  was  the  privilege  of  holding  the 
SMrai  sistrum  in  the  temple,  it  was  given  to  the  queens ; 
snd  on  great  occasions  Amense  has  performed  this 
liigb  office.  On  an  obelisk,  now  old,  the  daughter  of 
Cbeopg  ia  represented  holding  the  sistrum  while  the 
'ing  ie  sacriiicing  to  Tlioth.  Though  I  have  said  little 
'bont  the  Egyptian  females,  as  in  truth  I  have  seen  but 
little  of  them,  yet  I  ought  not  to  omit  to  tell  you  that 
*^ine  of  the  most  sacred  ofBces  are  intrusted  to  distin- 
goiebed  women,  in  the  services  of  temples,  I  have  seen 
1ft  only  priesta'  danghtere,  but  ladies  of  rank  and 
eminent  beauty,  holding  these  places ;  and  in  On  there 
■  a  band  of  noble  young  ladies  having  the  distinguished 
title  of  "  Virgins  of  the  Sun,"  who  devote  their  livea 
'•ftil  they  are  thirty  years  of  age,  to  certain  principal 
•'"icesof  the  temples  of  Osiris  and  Isia.  Indeed,  my 
WW  mother,  in  Egypt  woman  is  singularly  free,  and 
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regarded  as  man's  companion  and  eqnaL  She  is  r 
tpected  and  honored,  both  bb  wife  and  mother,  ai 
her  social  relations  are  of  the  most  unrestrained  si 
agreeable  kind.  In  all  houses,  she  is  prepared  grac 
fuUj  to  do  honor  to  her  lord's  guests ;  and  while  ithe 
devoted  to  domestic  duties,  prides  herself  upon  her  sk: 
and  taste  at  home ;  abroad,  at  banquets  and  evenii 
festivals,  which  are  frequent,  and  where  there  is  mns 
and  dancing,  she  shines  with  all  the  charms  she  a 
borrow  from  splendor  of  attire,  or  derive  from  inhera 
loveliness  of  person ;  while  a  profusion  of  jewels  np« 
her  hands  and  neck  reveal  her  wealth  and  rank. 

When  the  prince  saw  her  advancing,  he  approach! 
the  statue  with  his  censer,  and  waving  it  once  in  tl 
sight  of  the  army,  hung  it  upon  the  spear  of  the  go 
The  sistrum  sounded  as  the  incense  rose,  and  every  mt 
o{  that  vast  host  bent  his  knee  for  a  moment  1  Then  tl 
high-priest  commenced  a  verse  of  a  loud  chant  in 
sonorous  voice.  The  one  hundred  priests  marching, 
procession  around  the  god,  answered  antiphonally  wi 
one  voice  in  a  part ;  and,  the  whole  army  catching  i 
the  hymn,  the  very  pyramids  seemed  to  tremble  at  t 
thunder  of  eighty  thousand  deep  voices  of  men  roUi 
along  the  air.  Then  Eemeses  chanted  a  few  stirring  wot 
of  this  national  and  sacred  war-hynm,  the  high-pri< 
answered,  the  maiden's  clear  voice  rose  in  a  melodic 
solo,  the  hundred  priests  canght  up  the  ravishing  stra 
as  it  melted  from  her  lips  in  the  skies,  and  again  t 
great  army  uttered  its  voice  !  My  heart  was  oppress 
by  tlie  sublimity.  Tears  of  emotion  filled  my  eyes, 
never  was  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  majesty 
the  human  voice,  united  in  a  vast  multit  ide«  uttered 
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the  roice  of  une  msii.  The  combined  voice  ot*  die 
imaa  race — if  euch  a  thing  <^iilii  be — must  be  like  the 
raice  of  God  wbeii  He  lipeaks  I 

ILe  iorocation  and  eacrifice  were  over.  Reroeees 
embntced  the  pnest,  and  receiving  his  blessing,  in  a  few 
minates  ereiy  cbief  captain  had  joined  his  battalioii, 
and  al  the  cry  of  train]>et6  and  comets,  sonnded  all  ovet 
^  plain,  and  echoed  back  from  Cheops,  the  whole  host 
fiinoed  in  colamna  of  march.  Kemeees,  I  being  in  hit 
company,  galloped  forward  and  took  a  position  aa  ao 
elcfaiiun,  from  which  he  reviewed  the  whole  arTay  as  it 
lumpwl  by.  The  fleet  was  in  parallel  modon  at  the 
>w«  lime,  and  I  saw  tlic  splendid  galley  of  the  Prince 
MiEris,  with  ita  colored  silken  sails,  and  golden  beak, 
ptlantly  ascending  the  river.  He  stood  upon  the  poop ; 
» tame  iion  crouched  by  his  side,  on  the  tawny  shoulders 
of  Tliich  he  rested  one  foot  as  he  gazed  at  ua.  The 
iiiiion  of  cavalry  was  the  last  in  moving,  and  trotted 
past  na  in  splendid  array.  This  arm  of  the  service  is 
lot  large,  nor  much  relied  on  in  Egypt,  The  chariots  of 
ituD,  to  the  hubs  of  whicii  terrible  scythes  are  sometimes 
fwtened  on  the  eve  of  battle,  and  the  bowmen  and  spear- 
■ucD,  have  always  been  the  main  dependence  of  the 
'tings  iu  their  wars. 

Htliiopia,  against  which  this  great  army  is  moving  by 
'ater  aud  land,  is  in  a.  stite  of  civilization  and  political 
powtrnot  greatly  inferior  to  Egypt.  It  baa  vast  cities, 
"oble  temples,  extensive  cultivated  regions,  adorned 
with  palaces  and  villas ;  it  has  a  g.irge'ius  but  semi-bar- 
wric  court,  a  well-disciplined  army,  and  skilful  generals, 
"  i«  a  race  allied  by  blood  and  lineage  to  tliat  of  Egypt. 
*"(!  i«  not  ti)  be  confounded  with  Nubia  and  the  pure 
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Africanic  IdngdomB.     In  religion  it  is  idolatrous,  ai 
hostile  to  the  worship  of  Egypt.     A  supposed  title,  by 
former  conquest,  to   the  crown  of  Thebes,  has  ma< 
Ethiopia    for    three  centuries    the    hereditary  foe 
Egypt 

The  Egyptian  army  is  divided  into  sections,  form< 
and  distinguished  according  to  the  arms  they  bei 
They  consist,  like  ours,  of  bowmen,  spearmen,  swore 
men,  macemen,  slingers,  and  other  corps.  There  a 
captains  of  thousands,  captains  of  hundreds,  fifties,  ai 
tens.  When  in  battle-array,  the  heavy  footrsoldiers, 
infantry  armed  with  spears,  and  a  falchion,  or  otfa 
similar  weapon,  are  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  an  impei 
trable  phalanx ;  and  once  this  massive  wall  of  ten  the 
sand  men  formed,  it  is  fixed  and  unchangeable;  and  an 
is  its  strength,  one  hundred  men  on  each  front,  and  o 
hundred  deep,  no  efforts  of  any  of  the  enemies  of  Egj 
have  been  able  to  break  it.  Presenting  a  wall  of  ho 
shields  lapping  and  interlocked,  resting  on  the  groui 
and  reaching  to  their  heads,  the  missiles  of  the  foe  rat 
against  it  as  against  the  steel-sheathed  side  of  one 
their  battle-ships.  The  bowmen,  slingers,  javelin-mi 
and  lighter  troops  act  in  line,  or  dispose  themselves  i 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  or  the  exigency 
the  moment.  Tliere  is  a  corps  armed  with  battle-a^ 
and  pole-axes,  having  bronze  blades  oniamented  w 
heads  of  aninialp.  These  wear  quilted  helmets,  with( 
crests,  which  effectually  protect  the  head.  The  char 
battalions  are  drawn  up  to  charge  and  rent  the  enem, 
line,  and  the  cavalry  follow  to  slay  the  resisting,  and  pi 
mo  the  flying.  Each  battalion  has  its  particular  stai 
ard,  which  represents  a  sacred  subject— either  a  Idni 
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ud  1  cnrred  clab  adopted  fivn  d»  EdnopiBB.  Their 
defensive  amifi  couiBt  of  the  hebnet,  c&fao'  xrf"  inn, 
Inwce,  brafs,  eQTer,  or  pitted  gold,  jweoiifiag  to  the 
riuk  of  tlie  wearer;  neiullj  without  a  e 
iog  to  :he  shoulders,  in  a  ooDar  or  hood  vi  c 
prntecting  the  seek ;  thej  wear  also  a  leiiiM  tt  OMial 
pUtea,  or  quilled  with  bande  of  potisbed  uon,  sad  aa 
*inpie  shield,  of  rarioog  formH,  bnt  osaallf  that  rf  a 
Mineral  tablet,  or  a  lons^  and  narrow  boreeshoe.  Tliit 
I'Kce  .if  annnr  is  the  cln'ef  df-fpTK*.  It  is  a  fram*  rov- 
'f*"!  with  bull's  or  lion's  hide,  bonnd  with  a  rim  of  metal, 
•nd  etadded  with  iron  pins.  The  archers  wear  no 
"ncklere,  bat  coreelete  of  ecale-armor. 

I  will  now  end  this  long  letter,  my  dear  mother,  and 
T  description  of  Egyptian  annies,  by  naming  the 
^bim  of  which  it  waa  made  nj>,  Ae  I  sat  npon  my 
'""w  by  the  side  of  the  prince,  surveying  the  marching 
'Cloning  SB  they  moved  sontbward,  I  distiDgaiehed  the 
'*11.  Asiatic 'looking  Sharetanian  by  his  helmet  oma- 
"^filed  with  bull's  bonis,  and  a  red  ball  for  a  crest,  lui 
''^od  shield,  and  large  ear-rings — a  fierce  race,  once  the 
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foes  but  now  the  allies  of  Egypt ;  the  bearded  Tokl 
from  beyond  the  horns  of  the  Arabian  Sea*  amied  ^ 
a  pointed  knife,  and  short,  straight  sword,  with  arcl 
noses  and  eagle  eyes, — also  once  enemies  of  the  que 
but  now  added  to  her  ai-mies ;  an  unknown  people,  ^ 
tall  caps,  short  kilt  and  knife-girdle  oi  lion's  hide, 
amulet  of  agate  on  the  neck  of  every  man— Strang 
with  wild,  restless  eyes,  and  fierce  looks ;  the  swar 
Rebos,  with  his  na|^ed  breast  and  shoulders,  and  li 
two-headed  javelin ;  the  Pouonti,  witli  faces  pain 
with  vermilion,  and  cross-bows  with  iron-headed  arro 
archers  that  never  miss  their  mark.  There  marched 
also,  the  relentless  Shari,  who  neither  ask  nor  g 
quarter  to  their  enemies,  their  masses  of  black  I 
bound  up  in  fillets  of  leather,  and  skull-cape  of  bn 
hide  on  their  heads,  whose  weapons  are  clubs  and  bI 
daggers.  Other  bands,  diflFering  in  costume  and  app< 
ance,  continued  to  pass,  until  it  seemed  that  the  quel 
army  had  in  it  representatives  of  all  nations  tributary 
Egypt. 

Continuing  with  Remeses  a  day's  march,  I  then  par 
from  him  to  return  to  the  palace,  promising,  as  sooi 
I  had  seen  Lower  Egypt,  I  would  ascend  the  Nile  j 
meet  him  at  Tliebes. 

Farewell,  dearest  mother ;  may  the  gods  of  our  co 
try  preserve  you  in  health. 

Your  devoted  son. 


ISIULXL  IN   BUNDAOK. 


LETTER   XII. 

Pu^AOi  OP  TSB  pHAXAom,  MiMrmi 

Ht  KaiOBKD   Ain>   TEBT    DRAB    MoTHEB : 

III  mj  lost  letter  I  was  particular  in  deecribing 
u>  Tin  the  arroiee  of  Egypt,  as  I  have  not  forgotten  tlie 
iaiwtet  yon  take  in  Uie  discipline  of  yonr  own,  nor  that 
■»»  yon  led  in  yonr  chariot  a  battle-charge  wheii  your 
kingdom  waa  invaded  by  the  king  of  the  Elamites.  In 
^ypl,  which  ia  tnily  a  warlike  conntry,  one  canno! 
W  be  inspired  by  the  military  spirit.  Not  only  is  she 
^  »chooI  to  all  the  world  of  astronomy,  scnlpture, 
piinic,  utrology,  and  magic,  bnt  also  of  arms. 

In  tlie  army,  recently  departed  for  Ethiopia,  I  saw 
MOT  Tonng  lordfl  and  princes  and  heroes,  strangers,  who 
•cfiimpany  tlie  expedition  to  lenm  the  art  of  war.  The 
f^iTP'JanB  are  eminent  in  planning  and  execnting  aiegcB, 
wa  few  fi.rtilicd  towns  can  resist  their  war-engines. 

'f"Di  my  di-wription  in  tlie  last  letter,  too  would 
•njfusc  tliat  Egypt  is  now  emptied  of  its  soldiers.  On 
'fif  I'nrrary,  tliere  is  a  garrison  in  every  city,  and  a 
kritnt  fillet]  with  trotps  in  every  one  of  the  tliirty  or 
more  ii.rnv::;.  Bcsidt*,  there  arc  all  over  tlic  country, 
rhcrc  the  liubrt-wii  art-  cniifrreguic'l,  lewder  detachroente, 
rb'i  keep  vigilant  gtianl  nver  this  toiling  nation  in 
bondage.    The  qneen  is  al&ti  at  war  with  a  prince  of 
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Arabia  Deserta,  and  an  army  of  twelve  thousand  c 
four  hundred  chariots,  and  a  thousand  horsemen,  I 
recently  marched  against  him.  Egypt  is  pow( 
enough  to  combat  the  combined  world.  Her  forces 
not  less  than  four  hundred  thousand  trained  warrioi 
all  arms,  besides  sixteen  thousand  chariots  of  i 
Power,  thrift,  activity,  and  energy  characterize  Eg 
The  wise,  courageous,  firm  rule  of  the  queen  has  ( 
tributed  to  this.  What  she  has  brought  to  such  g 
and  perfection,  Remeses,  when  he  comes  to  the  thn 
will  preserve  and  perpetuate. 

The  mention  of  my  noble  friend  reminds  me  that  Ii 
no  longer  near  me.  The  army  has  been  in  motion  soi 
ward  eight  days,  and  he  has  written  to  the  queen, 
also  to  me,  speaking  of  the  prosperity  attending  tl 
advance.  The  fleet  had  not  kept  up  with  the  arm; 
foot,  while  the  chariot  legion  on  the  east  bank  has  g 
far  in  advance  and  encamped.  Every  day,  incensi 
burned,  and  intervention  made  in  all  the  temples^for 
success  of  the  expedition. 

In  the  mean  while,  ray  dear  mother,  I  will  devote 
letters  to  daily  scenes  around  me. 

The  queen's  health  is  now  firmly  established,  and 
extends  to  me  the  kindness  and,  I  may  say,  affect 
which  she  would  to  a  son  ;  but  I  am  conscious  that  I 
30  honored  as  the  friend  of  her  absent  son,  who,  at  p 
'iig  from  me  a  stadium  above  Memphis,  said  : 

"  My  Sesostris,  be  near  my  mother,  and  in  the  pl« 
ore  of  your  society,  let  her  regrets  at  my  absence  J 
compensation.     Wlien   you   have   seen    all    of   Lo 
Egypt,  come  to  the  Tliebaid,  and  go  with  me  and 
army  into  Ethiopia." 
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I  pronuBed  that  I  would  follow  liim  by  and  by  ;  but 
now  I  am  eogaged  in  aeeing  the  wonders  of  Mejnphia, 
«id  those  marvele  of  ages — thoBS  "  temples  of  the  goda" 
— ihe  mighty  pyramids.  I  will  soon  devote  a  letter  to 
in  wconnt  of  my  first  visit  to  Memphis  and  the  pyra- 
niidi  It  wae  made  a  day  or  two  after  we  came  to  re- 
lide  in  the  palace  at  Khoda.  Remeses,  though  hourly 
vccnpied,  liaJ  kindly  promised  he  would  accompany  mo 
to  the  city  of  Apis,  and  there  place  me  in  charge  of  a 
W)  of  the  priest  of  the  temple.  I  arose  the  following 
"loniing  a  few  minutes  before  sunrise,  in  order  to  b« 
prepared  to  go  early.  My  window  looked  forth  upon 
^",a  leagne  and  a  half  distant,  with  its  grand  avenue 
''f  mlumns,  sphinxes,  obelisks,  and  towering  propyla 
clasping  it  to  the  shining  river.  The  splendor  of  tliat 
"loming,  my  dear  motlier,  I  shall  never  cease  to  remem- 
f*!"-  The  atmosphere  of  Egypt  is  so  crystalline,  that 
"ght  lends  to  it  a  peculiar  glow.  As  I  looked  eastward, 
''le  skies  had  the  appearance  of  sapphire  blended  with 
^ifit  of  gold ;  and  from  the  iis  yet.  invisible  sun,  a  gor- 
?wii8  fan  of  radiant  beams,  of  a  pale  orange-color,  spread 
"wlf  over  the  sky  to  the  zenith.  Not  a  cloud  was  visi- 
"^'e;  nor,  indeed,  have  I  seen  one  since  I  have  been  in 
^-gypt-  Tliis  magnificent  glory  of  the  Orient  steadily 
^'"v  more  and  more  wondert'nl  for  beauty  and  riolmcf-: 
"f  colored  light,  when,  all  at  once,  the  disk  of  the  bright 
g^  of  day  himself  majestically  rolled  np  into  sight 
"llitig  lieaven  and  earth  with  bis  dazzling  and  overpow- 
enng  light,  while  the  golden  shield  on  the  temple  of  the 
ton  caught  niui  reflected  liis  rays  with  almost  undimin 
'•^lied  brilliancy. 

"  I  legarded  with  delight  this  sublime  snuriBe,  ther* 
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came  home  to  my  ears,  from  the  direction  of  the  tempi 
of  Osiris,  in  Memphis,  the  somid  of  music.  Walkin 
round  the  terrace  to  tliat  side,  I  heard  the  voices  of 
thousand  priests  chanting  the  morning  hymn  to  the  go 
of  light,  the  dazzling  "  Eye  of  Osiris."  Then  I  recc 
lected  that  this  was  the  day  of  the  celebration  of  tl 
revival  or  resurrection  of  Osiris,  one  of  the  most  impo 
tant  days  in  the  sacred  calendar.  The  whole  city  seemc 
to  be  in  motion,  and  boats  garlanded  with  flowers,  ax 
filled  with  gayly  attired  people,  were  crossing  to  the  oil 
and  temple  at  every  point  Music  from  a  hondred  ii 
struments  filled  the  air,  which  seemed  to  vibrate  wit 
joy  and  delight.  The  city  of  Apis  had  on  its  gala  a] 
parcl,  and  all  tlie  world  was  abroad  to  welcome  the  so: 
rising  and  join  in  the  processions. 

Kemeses  joined  me  while  I  was  watching  the  seen 
and  listening  to  the  grand  waves  of  harmony  as  the 
rolled  away  from  the  temple  and  sounded  along  the  a 
in  majestic  volumes  of  sound. 

"  I  see  you  are  interested,  my  Sesoetris,  in  this  enl 
vening  scene.  It  is  a  day  of  rejoicing  to  the  worehi] 
pers  of  Osiris." 

"  It  seems,  my  dear  prince,''  I  replied,  "  as  if  ever 
day  I  have  passed  in  Egypt  has  been  a  festival  to  som 
of  its  deities." 

"  Our  year  is  more  than  two  thirds  of  it  consecrate 
to  the  gods;  that  is,  supposing  a  day  given  to  each,  tli 
most  of  the  year  is  religious.  We  are  a  people  given  t 
piety,  so  far  as  we  understand.  All  our  works  are  coi 
secratod  by  prayer  or  sacrifice  ;  and  whether  we  go  t 
war,  or  engage  in  merchandise,  build  a  palace  or 
tomb,  prayer  and  oblation  precede  all      Am  jon  N^d 
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It  go  to  the  ei^  and  pjTamids  as  aoon  ae  we  break  onr 
bit  I  Jiy  mother  has  invited  qb  to  breakfitBt  with  her." 
Iflzprewed  my  readiness,  and  we  left  to  aeelc  the  pres- 
nee  of  the  qaeen.  Aa  we  entered,  she  was  enperin- 
tcndisg  a  pi  ece  of  embroidery  of  the  richest  colon,  which 
imti  maidens  were  at  work  npon  at  one  end  of  the 
HttitiDent.  Thej  remained  a  few  minutes  after  oar  en- 
tnnee,  glancing  at  ns  timidly,  yet  coriooBly  and  archly. 
When  their  royal  miatress  had  received  as,  she  made  a 
di^  gest-jre  with  her  hand,  and  the  dark-eyed  girls, 
liiuppearin;  behind  a  ecreen,  left  the  apartmeot.  I  had 
time  w  see  that  they  were  very  young,  of  an  olive,  brn 
nette  complexion,  with  braided  and  taetefiilly  arranged 
dirt-brown  hair,  their  slender  persons  habited  in  neat 
^tnrefl  of  mingled  colors,  fitting  the  form,  bat  open  in 
front,  displaying  a  soft,  fine  linen  robe,  with  loose, 
A^nged  sleeves.  Thej  had  ear-rings,  and  nnmerons  fin- 
K^rriDgg,  and  gilt,  red,  gazelle-leather  sandals,  laced 
with  gay  ribbons  acroes  the  small,  naked  foot.  These, 
u  the  qneen  informed  me,  belonged  to  families  of  offi' 
»n  of  the  palace.  One  of  them,  the  tallest,  and  who 
'»8  most  Btriking  in  her  appearance,  had  eyes  of  won- 
derfal  beanty,  the  effect  of  the  expression  of  which  was 
ieepened  by  painting  the  lids  with  a  delicate  shade  ot 
C('bL  glie  was  the  daughter  of  the  royal  scribe,  Vene- 
phia.and  her  own  name  is  Venephe;  and  here,  my  dear 
"lather,  since  you  asked  me  in  your  last  letter  why  I  am 
» silent  Dpon  the  snbject  of  Egyptian  ladies,  I  will  devote 
» linlc  space  to  them.  But  you  know  that  my  heart  so 
wholly  belongs  to  the  lovely  Princess  Tliamonda,  the 
^■nghter  of  tbe  Prince  of  Chaldea,  that  it  is  entirely  in- 
Knaible  to  any  impressions  which  the  high-bom  Egyptian 
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maids  might  otherwise  make  upon  it.  I  will,  howe^ 
learn  more  of  them  by  seeking  their  society,  my  d 
mother,  and  henceforward  will  give  them  all  the  atl 
tion  they  merit  in  my  letters. 

I  have  seen  many  ladies  of  great  elegance  and  eaai 
manner.  The  conrt  of  Egypt  is  composed  of  an 
mense  number  of  nobles  and  high  officers,  whose  ] 
aces  crowd  the  cities  of  On  and  Memphis,  and  wli 
tasteful,  garden-environed  villas  extend  far  beyond  tl 
limits.  Some  of  these  nobles  have  the  title  of  prin< 
when  they  govern  one  of  the  thirtynsix  nameSj  or  o 
mand  armies.  They  are  opulent,  fond  of  display  in 
parol  and  architecture,  great  lovers  of  flowers  and  pa 
ings,  and  their  dwellings  are  profusely  decorated  with 
one  and  adorned  with  the  other.  These  men  of  n 
are  educated,  polished  in  bearing,  courteous  and  affal 
Their  wives  are  their  superiors  in  refinement,  be 
daughters  of  men  of  the  same  rank  and  social  disti 
tion.  N  obles  and  noble  ladies  by  hereditary  title  there 
none  in  EgyDt ;  for  it  is  the  boast  of  the  Egyptians,  i 
it  is  often  inscribed  on  their  monuments,  that  Egyptii 
being  all  equally  "sons  of  Misr,"  are  all  bom  eqi 
It  is  official  elevation  and  position  at  court,  as  the  rew 
of  talent  or  services,  which  create  noble  rank.  ^ 
there  are  families  here  who  speak  with  pride  of 
glory  and  fame  of  ancestors ;  and  I  know  young  Eg 
tian  nobles  whose  forefathers  were  lords  in  the  court 
the  old  rharaohs,  of  the  XVth  and  XVIth  dynasties, 
have  already  alluded  to  the  bravo  young  officer  of 
chariot  battalion,  Potipharis,  whose  ancestor,  a  lord 
the  court  of  Apophis,  purchased  of  the  IdumetDt 
youthful  Hebrew  who  subsequently  ruled  E^^jpt 


priaa  mmiitar;  and  whoae  fanuly,  bow  grown  to  a 
gmt  nstion,  an  held  hete  in  hopalen  IxHidageL 

Tbe  vomen  of  I^Tpt  owe  thdr  hi^  Bodal  rank  to 
the  respect  flfaown  them  bj  the  men,  who  give  then 
pKcsdeDce  eTeiywhere.  "Die  fact  that  Egypt  a  ruled 
bj  t  queen,  is  testimoDy  that  woman  ia  honored  here 
bjthe  UwB  of  the  realm,  as  well  aa  bj  the  ciutoms  of 
tte  people,  or  she  would  not  hare  Bacoeeded  to  the 
tWie.  It  is  not  a  mere  inflnence  derived  &om  their 
powiul  attractions  that  women  poesess  here ;  bnt  their 
cUiing  to  honor  and  reqwct  are  acknowledged  hj  lav, 
io  prirate  as  wdl  as  in  pnbllc.  Said  Remesea  to  me,  a 
^J  or  two  since,  when  I  was  remarking  upon  the  nni- 
'etul  deference  paid  to  the  aex,  "  We  know,  nnlees 
Borneo  are  treated  with  respect  and  made  to  exercise  an 
"iflnence  over  the  social  state,  that  the  standard  of  pri 
*^  viitae  and  of  pablic  opinion  wonld  soon  be  lowered; 
ud  the  manners  and  morals  of  men  would  suffer."  How 
''iffetently  mtoated  is  woman  with  as !  Beepected  ahe 
■■odoabtedly  is,  but  instead  of  the  liberty  she  enjojr 
''^1  behold  her  confined  to  certain  apartments,  not  per- 
"iitteii  to  go  abroad  nnveiled,  and  leading  a  life  i^  indo- 
■««  repose 

In  acknowledging  this,  dear  mother,  the  laws  point 
""t  to  the  favored  women  of  Egypt  the  very  responmble 
''Qties  tbej  have  to  perform.  The  elevation  of  woman 
''^  bfl  the  friend  and  companion  of  man,  is  due  to  the 
*^om  of  the  priesthood.  These  men  have  wives  whom 
"^^J  lore  and  respect,  and  I  have  seen  the  priest  of  On 
"^tted  in  his  summer  parlor,  which  overlooks  the  street, 
"y  the  side  of  his  noble-looking  wife  (who,  it  is  said,  ia 
*  deaeraidant  of  a  priest  of  Go,  whose  danghter  was 
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married  to  Prince  Joseph,  the  Hebrew),  snrroimded  hj 
their  children,  and  manifesting  their  mutual  affection  bj 
numberless  domestic  graces ;  and  I  was  charmed  with 
the  expressions  of  endearment  I  heard  them  use  to  each 
other  and  to  their  children.  Wliat  a  contrast  all  this  to 
liie  priests  of  Tyre,  who  regard  celibacy  as  the  highest 
act  of  piety ! 

Tlie  hand  of  your  sex,  my  dear  mother,  is  apparent  in 
all  the  household  arrangements,  and  in  the  furniture 
and  style  of  the  dwellings.  In  her  contract  of  marriage 
it  is  written,  that  the  lady  shall  have  the  whole  r^ular 
tion  of  domestic  affairs  and  the  management  of  the 
house,  and  that  the  husband  shall,  in  all  such  matterii 
defer  to  the  judgment  and  wishes  of  the  wife.  Neither 
king,  priest,  nor  subject  can  have  more  than  one  wife, 
a  custom  differing  from  our  own,  and  far  superior  to  it 
It  is  owing  to  this  universal  honor  paid  to  the  sex,  that 
queens  have  repeatedly,  since  the  ancient  reign  of  Bi- 
iiothris,  held  the  royal  authority  and  had  the  supreme 
direction  of  affairs  intrusted  to  them.  It  is  proper  to 
say,  that  although  the  Egyptians  have  but  one  wife,  they 
are  not  forbidden  by  the  laws  to  have  favorites,  who  are 
usually  slaves,  and  owe  their  elevation  to  talents  or 
beauty.  Tliey  do  not,  however,  hold  any  social  relatioo ; 
and  the  wife,  to  whom  alone  is  given  the  title  "  lady  of 
the  house,"  enjoys  an  acknowledged  superiority  over 
them.  But  concubinage,  though  tolerated,  is  not  re- 
garded with  favor,  and  is  practised  by  few. 

Tlie  Egyptian  ladies  employ  much  of  their  time  witll 
the  needle  ;  and  either  with  their  own  hands,  or  by  the 
agency  of  their  maidens,  they  embroider,  weave,  spiiii 
and  do  needlo-work — the  last  in  the  most  akilftd  nd 
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^  twatifal  maiunr.  Thej  embrcnder  chun  witb  thread 
etgcAd  or  silver,  adorn  sofas  witb  embroidery,  and  oma- 
oont  coTeringB  for  their  conches  witb  needto-work  of 
dren  colon,  so  artfolly  execoted  as  to  appear,  on  both 
iides,  of  equal  bean^  and  finish.  At  the  banquets  or 
locial  CBStivals,  which  are  very  freqneat,  for  the  Sgjp- 
tiana  are  fond  of  societj,  the  ladies  sit  at  the  same  table 
vitb  the  men,  and  no  rigid  mistrust  closes  dieir  doots 
ML  siiGh  occasions  U>  strangers,  towards  whom  the^  are 
erer  oonrteons  and  hospitable ;  save  only  in  religtona 
ccr^moiuee,  &om  which,  and  "  the  mysteries  of  thedr 
tlteologj,"  they  are  jealoosly  excluded. 

I  luve  already  spoken  of  the  services  of  women  in  the 
temples.  These  do  not  marry.  Although  females  may 
loaJce  offerings  to  Isia,  they  cannot  be  invested  witb  any 
ucerdotal  office ;  and  a  priest  most  preside  at  the  obla- 
Q*>Q.  Tbey  are  rarely  seen  reading,  their  leisore  being 
occupied  chiefly  in  talking  together  in  social  companies. 
They  Tie  with  each  other  in  the  display  of  silver  jewels, 
>Dd  jewels  set  in  gold ;  in  the  textnre  of  their  raiment, 
the  neatness  and  elegance  of  the  form  of  their  sandals, 
■od  the  arrangement  or  beauty  of  their  plaite*!  hair. 

If  two  ladies  meet  at  a  banqae:  or  ftstival,  it  is  coa- 
sflered  an  amiable  courtesy  ;o  txr-aange  fl'^vers  from 
™e  boDquet  that  Egyjinan  ladies  &]wave  carry  in  tlie 
"*^i  when  in  fnll  costume.  Tljey  ».-e  paw ionattly  d<^ 
'"ted  to  dancing.  a::d  fre'j-Je:.:!y  ":. otJj  hAiva  iiud  g<:;ut]'^ 
jneti  dance  together :  Lu:  I  :L::.i:  ■xh'r'.j  •}j*:  {'jrvxr  danoe 
""^parate  parties,  their  moT^.-j^i;i;-i  urt:  .itarked  bv  t^a- 
P*nor  grace  and  elega:.ce-  TLe;.-  iar^cee  f^ialsl  uetiajjj 
™  'succession  of  Sg-ir^  avrt  'jr  j^«e  iarolvi^d ;  yet  1 
""6  Men  two  daoghteTfe  'jf  tli«  "[-ap'Ain  'A  the  jruard,  u 
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a  privrate  entertaiumeut  given  by  the  queen,  perform  e 
dance  to  a  slow  air  played  upon  the  flute  and  lyre,  witl_: 
a  grace  of  attitude  and  harmony  of  motion  delightful 
follow  with  the  eye.     Grace  in  posture,  elegance  of 
tude,  and  ease  of  movement  are  their  chief  objects  in  tl — 
dance. 

It  is  not,  however,  customary  for  the  nobles  and  thes- 
famiiies  to  indulge  in  this  amusement  in  public,  whe  3 
usually  the  dancing  is  peri'ormed  by  those  who  gaim. 
livelihood   by  attending  festive  meetings.    They  1 
upon  it,  however,  as  a  recreation  in  which  all  cl 
may  partake  ;  and  all  ca^stcs  engage  in  it,  either  in  p 
vate  festivities  or  in  public.     Tlie  lower  orders  deli 
in  exhibiting  great  spirit  in  their  dances,  which  ott 
partake  of  the  nature  of  pantomime;   and  they  a* 
rather  at  ludicrous  and  extravagant  dexterity,  tlian 
plays  of  elegance  and  grace.     At  evening,  nnder 
trees  of  an  avenue ;  at  noon,  in  the  shade  of  a  temp 
by  public  fountains,  and  before  the  doors  of  their 
ings,  I  often  see  the  men  and  women  amusing  the 
selves,  dancing  to  the  sound  of  music,  which  is  in 
pensable.     At  the  houses  of  the  higher  classes,  tl 
dance  to  the  haq),  ])ipe,  guitar,  lyre,  and  tambourine ; 
in  ilie  streets  and  other  j)laces,  the  people  perform  th 
l^art  to  the  music  of  the  slirill  double-pipe,  the  crot 
or  wooden  clappers,  held  in  the  lingers,  and  even  to  C  t^ 
sound  of  the  <h*uni;  indeed,  I  luive  seen  a  man  dancLiLj 
a  solo  on  the  deck  of  a  galley  at  anchor  in  the  rivcT' 
to  the  sound  of  the  clapping  of  hands  by  his  companiont^ 
Certain  wanton  dances,  consisting  of  voluptuous  aoiT 
passionate  movements,  by  Arabian  and  Tliebaa  girk, 
whose  profession  it  was,  from  the  impure  tendency  oC 
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their  Bongs  and  gestures,  have  been  very  properly  for- 
bidden by  the  qaeen  in  her  domiiiiona.  There  are  cer- 
tain religions  proceedooB  in  which  women  take  part ; 
thej  attend  the  fiinerala  of  their  deceased  relatives,  and 
hired  women  appear  as  moomers. 

I  Iiave  devoted,  my  dear  mother,  bo  mnch  of  this  let- 
'ei'  to  a  description  of  the  ladiee  of  Egypt,  in  compli- 
ance with  yonr  expressed  wiah,  and  I  will  appropriate  the 
•^sidae  of  my  papyrus,  if  the  ink  fail  not,  to  an  account 
***  their  homes,  that  yon  may  see  how  they  live ;  since, 
"^01  their  private  life,  great  insight  is  obtained  into  theii 
'***JinerB  and  cnstoms.    The  household  arrangements, 
"*«  style  of  the  dwellings,  as  well  as  the  amusements  and 
^^^CQ^atioDB  of  a  people,  explain  their  haLlta. 

The  style  of  domestic  architecture,  in  this  warm  cli- 
^**te,  is  modified  to  suit  the  heat  of  the  weather.  He 
f**^*o»er  classes  (for  though  all  Egyptians  are  bom  eqaal, 
^^t  there  are  poor  classes),  as  well  as  cosies,  live  a  great 
f**i-t  of  their  time  out  of  doors,  seeking  rather  the  shade 
^*  trees  than  the  warmth  of  habitations.  And  now  that 
*■  liave  alluded  to  "  castes,"  I  will  briefly  explain  the  de- 
K*"e«8  of  society  in  Egypt. 

Though  a  marked  line  of  distinction  is  mmntwned 

oetween  the  different  ranks  of  society,  they  appear  to 

be  divided  rather  into  "  classes"  than  "  castes,"  as  no 

wxan  ie  botmd  by  law  to  follow  the  occupation  of  hit 

father.    Sons,  indeed,  do  nsnally  follow  the  trade  of  their 

^ther,  and  the  rank  of  each  man  depends  on  his  occn- 

patiou.    Bat  there  are  occasional  exceptions,  as,  for  in- 

<       stance,  the  sons  of  a  distinguished  priest  are  in  the  army 

I     *ith  Itemeses,  and  a  son  of  the  admiral  of  the  fleet  of 

I      •*»  Delta  is  high-priest  in  Memphis. 
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Below  the  crown  und  roval  fainilv,  the  first  class  con- 
fiiets  of  the  i>rie{5t8;  the  second,  of  soldiers;  the  thir^ 
of  husbandmen,  gardeners,  huntsmen,  and  boatmen: 
the  fourtli,  of  tradesmen,  shop-keepers,  artificers  in  stoiae 
and  metals,  carpenters,  boat-builders,  stone-masond,  and 
public  weighers;  the  fifth,  of  shepherds,  poalter&n 
fowlers,  fishermen,  laborers,  and  the  common  people  M 
large.  Many  of  these,  says  the  record  from  wliieh.  1 
have  obtained  my  information,  are  again  subdivided,  m 
chief  shepherds  into  ox-herds,  goat-herds,  and  swira^ 
herds ;  which  last  is  the  lowest  grade  of  the  whole  c^vh 
munity,  since  no  one  of  the  otliers  will  marry  tk.^r 
daughters,  or  establish  any  family  connection  with  the  vn; 
for  60  degrading  is  the  occupation  of  tending  swine  h^M 
by  the  Egyptians,  that  they  are  looked  upon  as  impa^ 
and  are  even  forbidden  to  enter  a  temple  witliout  }> de- 
viously undergoing  purification. 

Tims  you  perceive,  my  mother,  that  Egypt  pra^*** 
cally  acknowledges  many  degrees  of  rank,  althoiB£i> 
she  boasts  that  "  eveiy  son  of  Misr  is  bom  equal.** 

These  classes  keep  singularly  distinct,  and  yet  U"^* 
harmoniously  and  sociably  with  each  other.     Out     ^ 
them  the  queen's  workmen  are  taken,  and  the  lo' 
supplies  the  common  laborers  on  the  public  wo 
thousands  of  whom,  clad  <mly  in  an  apron  and  bI*^^**^ 
trowsers  of  coarsely  woven  grass-cloth,  are  to  be  foo-^* 
at  work  all   over  E^ypt,  and  even  mingled  with  C*** 
Hebrews  in  some  parts  of  their  tasks.     "And  the  C^ 
brews  ?''  you  may  ask ;  for  I  perceive  by  your 
that  you  are  interested  in  the  fate  and  history  of  t 
captive  nation;  "what   rank  do  they  hold  ainor4g 
these  castes  I" 
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remain  a  distinct  and  separate  people,  neitfaer 
d  as  a  class  or  ecuie.  Iliey  porsne  but  one  oo* 
%  brick-inakingy  with  its  kindred  work  of  digging 
Q,  gathering  the  straw,  kneading  the  day,  and 
I  the  bricks  to  the  place  where  the  masons  need 
Tbej  ncitlier  associate  nor  intermarry  with  any 
Egyptian  classes.  They  are  the  crown  dayes,  bom 
iage,  below  the  lowest  free-bom  Egyptian  in  the 
Misraim.  Even  the  swine-herd  belongs  te  a  dam^ 
eqnal  by  birth,  at  least,  with  the  Fharaoh  who 
but  the  Hebrew  is  a  bond-serrant,  a  stranger, 
1  and  oppressed.  Yet  among  them  have  I  teen 
ifthy  to  be  kings,  if  dignity  of  aspect  and  noble- 
bearing  entitle  men  to  that  position. 
I  now  return,  and  describe  to  yon  the  habitadooi 
Egyptians,  my  dear  mother.  Honses  slightly  re- 
beyond  the  degree  of  mere  barbarous  huts,  built 
e  brick,  and  very  small,  are  the  habitations  of 
er  orders.  Otliers,  of  more  pretension,  are  stue> 
id  have  a  court ;  others,  still  superior,  have  the 
1  surface  painted,  either  vermilion  and  orangej 
»,  or  of  a  pale-brown  color,  with  green  or  blue 
Qtfi,  fancitul  rather  than  tastefuL  Those  of  mer 
and  persons  of  that  grade,  are  more  imposing; — 
"»,  6U(>[><>rted  on  colnmns,  give  access  to  the  di^ 
partnientg,  through  a  succession  of  shady  avenues 
rt£,  having  one  eido  open  to  the  breezes;  while 
\  of  fiv»h  air  are  made  to  circulate  freely  through 
US  and  halb,  by  a  peculiar  arrangement  of  the 
I  and  courts ;  for,  to  have  a  cool  house  in  this 
atitude  is  the  aim  of  all  who  erect  habitationa 
nail  detached  dwellings  of  artificers  and  trades 
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men,  consisting  of  four  walls,  with  a  flat  roof  of  ; 
branches,  laid  on  split  date-trees  as  a  beam,  covered 
mats,  and  plastered  with  mud  of  the  Nile,  havinj 
one  door,  and  wooden  shutters, — even  such  humble 
itations  have  in  the  centre  an  open  court,  howevei 
ited,  with  rooms  opening  to  the  air  on  one  side  \ 
around  the  small  court  are  planted  one  or  more  p 
for  shade,  besides  adorning  it  with  plants  of  their  i 
ite  flowers.  I  have  seen  some  such  neat  little  al) 
not  much  larger  than  cages,  with  a  cheerful  family 
who  lived  out  of  doors  all  day,  dining  under  the  f 
of  their  tree,  and  dancing  in  their  open  court  by  n 
hght,  to  the  music  of  clapping  hands  or  the  casti 
until  bedtime,  using  their  houses  only  to  sleep  in ; 
such  is  the  happy  life  of  half  the  Egyptians  of  their  g 
The  grander  mansions,  less  than  palaces,  are  not 
stuccoed  within  and  without,  but  painted  with  ai 
and  tasteful  combinations  of  brilliant  tints.  They 
numerous  paved  courts,  with  fountains  and  deco 
wails,  and  are  adorned  with  beautiful  architec 
devices,  copied  from  the  sacred  emblems  and  syn 
in  the  temples,  and  arranged  and  combined  in  fori 
groups  in  the  most  attractive  style.  Over  the  doc 
many  houses  are  handsome  shields  or  tablets,  chs 
with  the  hieroglyph  of  the  master,  inscribed  with 
sentence.  Over  that  of  the  house  of  the  chief  wei 
of  metals,  opposite  my  palace  window  in  On,  was 
ten  "  Tlie  House  of  the  Just  Balance."  Over  an* 
**  The  good  house ;"  and  over  a  third,  "  The  friei 
Rathoth,  the  royal  scribe,  liveth  here."  Any  dif 
tion,  or  long  journey,  or  merit,  or  attribute,  gives 
Bion  for  an  inscription  over  the  outran  ea. 
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&utj  of  a  bouse  depends  no  the  taate,  caprice, 
1  of  it6  builders.  The  priests  and  lords  of 
e  in  luxurious  abodes,  and  a  display  of  wealth 
;o  be  useful  iu  mainiaining  their  power,  and 
iie  respect  and  obeiiience  of  the  under  classes. 
worldly  po^essions  of  the  priest,"  said  an 
scribe  of  the  temple  of  Apis,  "  are  very  great ; 
rtjmpensation  for  imposing  upon  themselves  at 
ilemiousness,  and  occasionally  limiting  theit 
:ertaia  things,  they  are  repaid  by  improved 
od  by  tlie  influence  they  acquire  thereby. 
erior  intelligence  enables  them,"  he  continued, 
,  "  to  put  their  own  construction  on  regulations 
ctions  emanating  from  their  sacred  body,  with 
aieut  argument,  that  what  suits  them  does  not 
i."  The  windfiws  of  the  houses  are  uot  large, 
Y  admit  the  cool  breezes,  but  are  closed  at 
shutters.  Tlie  apartments  are  nsualiy  on  the 
lor,  and  few  housea,  except  perhaps  in  Thebes, 
o  stories  in  height.  They  are  scceesible  by  an 
3ourt,  often  having  a  columnar  portico  decked 
ners  or  ribbons,  while  larger  porticos  have 
iwB  of  columns,  with  statnes  between  them. 
;re  is  an  additional  story,  a  terrace  surmounts 
i  by  an  awning,  or  by  a  light  roof  supported 
ccful  columns.  Here  the  ladies  often  sit  by 
here  all  the  family  gather  at  the  close  of  the 
to  enjoy  the  breeze,  and  the  sight  of  the 
streets  and  surrounding  scene, — for  it  is  open 
es  to  the  air.  In  the  trades'  streets  the  shops 
)  gronnd-floor,  and  the  apartments  for  fstniliee 
i.     As  it  scarcely  ever  rains,  tha  tops  of  the 
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houBes,  terraced,  and  covered  with  a  handsomelj  1 
awning,  are  occupied  at  aU  houre,  and  even  at  n 
Bleeping-places  by  the  '^  lord  of  the  house,"  if  the 
ments  below  are  sultry  and  close.  Some  noble  e 
have  flights  of  steps  of  porphyry  or  marble  I 
to  a  raised  platform  of  Elephantine  or  Arabic 
with  a  doorway  between  two  columns  as  mase 
towers — ambitious  imitations  of  the  propyla  of  th 
pies.  These  gateways  have  three  entrances,  a  n 
one  on  each  side  of  the  principal  entrance  for  ser 
who  are  very  numerous  in  an  Egyptian  house 
first  class.  Such  is  the  house  of  my  friend,  the  A< 
Pathromenes,  whom  I  visited  the  day  I  saw  him 
galley,  and  just  before  he  sailed  with  the  fleet  for 
opia. 

On  entering  the  portal,  1  passed  into  an  open  ooi 
the  right  side  of  wliich  was  the  mandara  or  recc 
room  for  visitors,  where  servants  took  mv  sandal 
offered  water  for  my  hands  in  silver  ewers,  at  the 
time  giving  me  bouquets  of  flowers.  This  roon 
rounded  by  gilt  columns,  and  decorated  with  ba 
was  covered  by  an  awning  supported  by  the  col 
and  was  on  all  sides  open  to  within  four  feet  of  the 
which  lower  space  was  closed  by  intercolumnar  j 
exquisitely  painted  with  marine  subjects.  Aboi 
paneling  a  stream  of  cool  air  was  admitted,  whi 
awning  affV)rded  protection  from  tlie  rays  of  th< 
This  elegant  reception-hall  had  two  doors — that  by 
I  had  entered  from  the  street,  and  another  opposit 
which  comnmnicated  with  the  inner  apartments, 
my  announcement  by  the  cliief  usher,  the  admiral 
through  the  latter  door  to  receive  me ;  hence  tb 
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cepcion-rooin''  given  to  tiiU  column-ailorntjd  and 
i  hftlL     Ke  embraced  me,  and  eotered  witli  me 

side  into  a  corridor  wliicli  led  into  a  court  ot 
limettsioDB,  ornamented  in  the  centre  witU  au 
)  of  trees — palm,  oiive,  orange,  and  fig  ti-ees,  the 
being  an  emblem  of  tbe  land  of  Egypt  Here 
OQS  birds  filled  their  leafy  coverts  with  melody. 
artments  faced  as  many  more  on  two  Bides  of  this 
-the  corridor,  or  piazza,  of  pictuied  cotumna 
ling  along  their  entire  front;  and  before  the 
ar  was  a  double  row  of  acacia-trees.  We  did 
im  to  these  rooms,  but,  advancing  aJong  tliti 
iiig  avenue  between  them,  passed  arouud  a  brazen 
io-stafue  of  Eotiius  or  Kcptune,  who  was  pouring 

out  of  a  shell  npon  a  marble   lotus-leaf,  from 

it  fell  into  a  raae  of  granite.  Passing  this  figore, 
pt  the  avenue  till  we  came  to  a  beautiful  door 

the  great  court  It  was  of  palm-wood,  carved 
levices  of  branches  and  Howers,  and  inlaid  with 
and  colored  woods,  all  finely  polished.    At  thie 

servant,  in  neat  apparel,  met  us,  and  opening  it 
d  ns  into  the  sitting-room  of  "  the  lady  of  the 
"  who  had  already  received  notice  of  our  ap- 
1,  and  who,  presenting  me  with  Howers,  welcomed 
'aciously,  and  with  a  cordiality  that  gave  me  a 
ble  estimation  of  the  goodness  of  her  heart,  and 
liability  of  her  disposition. 

B,  dear  mother,  have  I'  given  yon  some  insight 
Igyptian  home-life,  and  introduced  you  into  the 
t  private  room  of  one  of  their  houses.  I  will  close 
■cription  by  saying,  that  the  ceiling  of  the  recep- 
N>iu  was  richly  and  tastefully  adorned  with  the 
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pencil;  that  gracefully  shaped  chaiTB,  coTered  with 
uecdle-work ;  sofas,  inlaid  tables,  coaches  with 
and  gold  embroidery,  and  elegant  vases  of  floweny 
cliarmingly  disposed  about  it ;  and  that  a  late  and 
sistra  were  placed  near  a  window,  and  a  harp  stoo4^ 
between  two  of  the  columns  that  inclosed  a  pictnrai 
panel  representing  the  finding  of  Osiris. 

Farewell,  dearest  mother.  You  vnH  see  that  1  have 
now  acquitted  myself  of  the  charge  of  indifference  to  m 
interesting  a  subject  as  the  mode  of  life  of  the  ladies  of 
Egj^t,  and  by  hastening  to  describe  it  to  yoa  in  tUi 
letter,  liave  evinced  my  profound  filial  reTerenoe  for 
your  slightest  wish. 

Yom  faithful  and  affectionate  •on. 


• . 
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L£TTEU   XIII.. 

Td  (kn  m  Awm. 
iMtM  Hothee: 

I  THABs  yoa  for  your  l(Hig  and  verj  weloome  let 

written  from  /oor  palace,  at  Sidon,  whitber  yon 
It  to  celebrate  the  ritea  of  Adonia.  It  aflaaraa  me  <A 
iT  Goatinaed  healtli,  which  may  the  gods  gnaid  with 
loot  care,  for  not  only  the  stability  of  your  kingdom, 

Toj  whole  happioeas  depends  on  your  life,  beloved 
tber  and  qaeen.    Yon  alao  allude  to  yonr  TiMta  to 

templen  of  Aatarte  and  of  Tammnx,  on  LebawHi. 
ttt  ■  noble  worship  waB  that  of  onr  fathera,  who, 
id  iu  ^gantic  cedara,  old  aa  the  earth  itself,  there  0itt 
nliipped  the  gods!  How  majeetiomiut  hare  appeared 
ir  Dtnple  rites,  with  no  altar  bat  the  monntain  rock, 
colotnns  but  the  vast  trunks  of  migh^  trees,  no  roof 
'■  the  hine  beareos  by  day,  and  the  starry  dome  by 
l>t ;  vbile  at  morning  and  evening  went  np  the  smoko 
tbe  lacriiice  of  bullocks  to  the  goda.  Tlieae  were  the 
I  temples  of  men,  not  builded  by  art,  bnt  made  by 
gixU  themeelvea  aa  meet  places  for  their  own  wor- 
I.  I  i|iK-etion,  dear  mother,  if  the  subeeqaent  deacent 
ilipun  from  its  s'lleiun  nhrincb,  in  the  dark  foreete  of 
tnne,  iuto  the  valleys  and  cities,  to  be  enshrined  in 
}le*  ni  marble,  however  beantifnL  haa  eleTated  it 
U 
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Though  the  Phoenicians  built  the  first  templef 
peninsula  of  Tyre,  before  any  others  existed, 
groves;  yet  in  Egypt  (which  claims  also  this  ho 
"  houses  of  the  gods,"  in  their  vast  and  pyran 
pects,  their  pillars  like  palm-trees,  tlicir  colur 
cedars,  approach  more  nearly  to  tlie  dignity,  su 
and  majesty  of  the  primeval  forests  and  etems 
tains  where  religion  first  offered  prayer  to  heave 

Your  visit  to  the  temple  of  Tammuz,  at  S 
recalls  a  legend  which,  singularly  enough,  I  first 
Egypt,  of  the  origin  of  the  rites  to  that  deity. 

The  books  of  the  priests  here,  relating  to 
cian,  Sabsean,  Persian,  and  Chaldean  ceremoi 
the  learning  of  the  Egyptians  seems  to  em 
knowledge  of  books  of  all  countries),  relate  th 
muz  was  a  "  certain  idolatrous  prophet  of  the 
Fire-worshippers,  who  called  upon  King  Ossyno 
remote  ancestor,  and  commanded  him  to  won 
Seven  Planets  and  the  Twelve  Signs  of  the  c 
tions.  Tlie  king,  in  reply,  ordered  him  to  be 
deicth.  On  the  same  night  on  which  he  was  slai 
tinnes  the  book  from  which  I  write,  "  a  great  g 
of  all  the  images  of  the  gods  of  the  whole  ei 
held  at  the  palace,  where  the  huge  golden  imag 
Sim  was  suspended;  whereupon  this  image  of 
related  what  had  happened  to  his  prophet,  wee} 
mourning  as  he  spoke  to  them.  Tlien  all  the  les 
present  likewise  commenced  weeping  and  m< 
which  they  continued  until  daylight,  when  thej 
parted  through  the  air,  returning  to  their  re 
temples  in  the  most  distant  regions  of  the  earth.' 
dear  mother,  is  the  tradition  here  of  tlie  origii 
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ieping  for  Taiiiinnz,  the  observance  of  which  now 
ins  B't  important  a  feature  in  our  Phoenician  worship, 
iiough  introduced,  as  it  was,  from  the  Sabsans  them* 
Ives. 

But  the  more  I  have  conversed  with  the  wise  and 
irtuouB  Prince  Renicses,  the  more  I  feel  the  gross 
tiure  of  our  niytliology,  O  mother,  and  that  images 
A«i  myths,  such  as  form  tlie  ground  and  expression  of 
»ur  natiuiuil  worsliip,  aud  that  rest  wholly  in  tlie  material 
Sgure  itiii-lf,  are  unworthy  the  reverence  of  an  intelligent 
ttiin«L  It  is  true,  we  can  look  at  them,  and  honor  that 
^hich  tliey  represent, — as  I  daily  look  at  your  picture, 
which  I  wear  over  my  heart,  and  kissing  it  from  love  for 
lliw,  do  not  worship  and  adore  the  ivory,  and  the  colors 
^t  mark  uinm  \U  surface  a  sweet  reflection  of  your 
Wuvcd  and  beautiful  countenance.  Oh,  no  I  It  is  you 
^waway  I  think  of,  kiss,  love,  and  in  a  manner  adore. 
*^t an  E^n^ptian  of  the  lowest  order,  seeing  me  almost 
w^Jtbhippin*:  your  picture,  would  believe  I  was  adoring 
•d  effijry  of  my  tutelar  goddess.  And  he  would  be 
'^it,  io  far  jis  my  heart  and  thought,  and  you  are  con- 
*niod,  my  mother.  In  this  representative  way,  I  am 
^•w  sure  that  R^-meses  regards  all  images,  looking 
thr.ngh  ami  boyoiul  them  up  to  the  Supreme  Infinite. 
I*leo  have  imbibi-d  his  lotty  spirit  of  worship,  and  have 
^f-ne  to  adore  the  j^tatues  as  I  worship  your  picture. 
But  \rfurt\  ()  mother,  is  the  Infinite?  When  I  tliink  of 
r^^'J.I  can  6c:id  my  soul  towards  you,  on  wings  that  bear 
ne  in  y.»ur  feet,  either  in  y<»ur  private  chamber  at 
i«edlo-work,  or  with  your  royal  scribe  as  you  are  dic- 
Uing  law?  for  the  realm,  or  upon  your  throne  giving 
idgment.     In  memory  and  imagination,  I  can  instantly 
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send  my  thoughts  out  to  you,  and  behold  you  as  jc 
But  the  Infinite,  whom  Bemeses  calls  GHDD,  in  c 
distinction  to  lesser  gods,  where  does  He  hide  lEii 
Why,  if  He  w,  does  He  not  reveal  Himself?  Whj 
He  suffer  us  to  grope  after  Him,  and  not  find  Hin 
He  be  good,  and  loving,  and  gracious  in  His  natui 
will  desire  to  make  known  to  His  creatures  these 
butes.  But  how  silent — how  impenetrable  the  m; 
tliat  environs  Him  in  the  habitation  of  His  throne  I 
He  forever  remain  wrapped  up  in  the  dark  cloi 
space?  Will  He  never  reveal  EUmself  in  ELis 
pature  to  man  ?  Will  He  never  of  Himself  proch 
the  creation  His  unity — that  there  is  no  Gk>d  but 
and  besides  Him  there  is  none  else  ?  How  can  I 
mand  obedience  and  virtue  of  men  when  they  knc 
His  laws  ?  Yet,  consciousness  within,  visible  n 
reason,  all  demonstrate  that  there  is  but  one  Su] 
Qodj  a  single  First  Cause,  how  numerous  soever  t 
ferior  deities  He  may  have  created  to  aid  in  the  g( 
ment  of  His  vast  universe ;  and  that  to  Him  an 
lectual  and  spiritual  woi*ship  should  be  paid.  1 
the  theory  of  Kemeses,  who  seems  to  be  infinitely 
his  people  and  country  in  piety  and  wisdom.  Some 
I  fancy  that  he  draws  inspiration  from  this  Infinit 
whom  he  worships  in  his  heart,  and  recognizes  th 
his  intellect;  for  his  utterances  on  these  theme 
often  like  the  words  of  a  god,  so  wonderful  are  th€ 
teries  treated  of  by  him,  so  elevating  to  the  heai 
mind. 

But  I  will  repeat  part  of  a  conversation  we  h 
gether,  after  he  had  offered  in  the  temple  of  A]: 
sacrifice  for  the  restoration  of  the  queen's  health, 
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iiid,  at  we  walked  away  together,  along  a  beaatifnl 
ud  Bacred  avenue  of  acacia  and  delicate,  fringe-like 
ittel  or  tamarisk  trees,  alternating  with  the  pomegranate 
and  mimoaa : 

"Sesostria,  donbtlesB,  after  all  my  convereationa  with 
fon,  I  seemed  an  idolater  to-day,  qnite  as  material  anil 
gron,in  the  offerings  and  prayers  I  made,  as  the  galley- 
nwer  ve  saw  offering  a  coaree  garland  of  papyrus-leaves 
Olid  poppies  to  the  god." 

"No,  my  noble  prince,"  I  answered ;  "  I  saw  in  you 
ut  intellectnal  sacrificer,  whose  bodily  eyes  indeed  be- 
held the  eacrcd  bull,  bnt  whose  spirit  saw  the  Great 
Osim,  fflio  once  dwelt  in  the  bull  when  on  earth.  You 
honored  the  liouse  where  anciently  a  god  abode." 

"No,  Seeostris,  the  bull  is  nothing  to  me  in  any  sense , 
tint  as  the  prince  of  a  realm  whose  laws  ordain  the  wor* 
^ip  of  Apis  in  Memphis,  of  the  ram-headed  Ammon  at 
Tliebw,  or  tlie  sacred  ox  at  On,  I  outwardly  conform  to 
cDsloins  which  I  dare  not  and  cannot  changa  Or  if  I 
»finlil.  what  shall  I  give  the  people  if  I  take  away  their 
fiJi)  ily  own  religion  is  spiritual,  as  I  believe  yours 
1*  becoming ;  but  hnw  shall  I  present  a  spiritual  faith  to 
''i«  Egyptians  1  In  what  form — what  visible  Bhape,caii 
I  offer  it  t<i  them  ?  for  the  priests  will  demand  a  visible 
religion — one  tangible  and  material.  The  people  can 
not  worship  an  intellectual  abstraction,  as  we  can,  Se- 
Mtris,  and  as  the  mtne  intelligent  priests  pretend  they 
ia  and  can.  Yet  U',  when  I  come  to  the  throne,  by  au 
miperial  edict  I  remodel  the  theology  of  the  priesthood 
ud  the  worship  of  the  people — remove  the  golden  sun 
hm  the  temple  in  On,  slay  the  sacred  bn^l  Apis,  and 
btDish  the  idols  irom  all  the  thousand  temples  of  the 
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two  £g7ptB,  with  what  shall  I  replace  the  rellgioD  I  d< 
pose!" 

'^  With  an  intellectual  and  spiritoal  worship  of  th 
Supreme  Infinite,"  I  answered. 

"  But  who  will  enlighten  my  own  ignorance  of  Hin 
Sesostris!"  he  inquired  sadly.  "What  do  I  know  c 
Him.  save  from  an  awakened  consciousness  within  m 
bosom !  How  can  I  make  others  possess  that  conscioui 
ness  which  is  only  intuitive,  and  so  incommunicable 
I  must  first  know  wfiere  God  is,  before  I  can  direct  th 
people  whither  to  look  for  Him  when  they  pray, 
must  first  cultivate  their  minds  and  imaginations,  in  oi 
dor  to  enable  them  to  embrace  a  purely  mental  religioi 
and  to  worship  the  Infinite  independently  of  figures,  in 
ages,  and  visible  mementos  or  symbols ;  for,  so  long  as  the 
have  these  at  all,  they  will  rest  their  faith  in  them,  an 
will  look  upon  them  as  their  gods.  But  what  do  I  knoi 
of  the  God  I  would  reveal  to  them  ?  Absolutely  nott 
ing !  That  there  can  be  but  one  Supreme  Gknl,  reaaoi 
demonstrates;  for  if  there  were  two  equal  gods,  the; 
would  have  equal  power,  equal  agency  in  the  creatioi 
and  upholding  of  all  things,  in  the  government  of  th* 
world,  and  in  the  worship  of  men  I  Two  equal  gode 
who  in  no  case  differ  one  from  the  other,  but  are  in  a] 
things  one  and  the  same,  are  virtually  but  one  Gk)d 
rhorefore,  as  neither  two,  nor  any  number  of  equal  goda 
can  exist  without  acting  as  a  unit  (for  otherwise  the] 
cannot  act),  there  can  be  only  one  God  I" 

I  at  once  assented  to  the  conclusiveness  of  the  prinoe'i 
reasoning. 

"  God,  then,  existing  as  One,  all  beings  in  his  oniverai 
are  below  Hiui^even  His  creatures  the  'gods,'  if  then 


ISKAKL   IN   BOyDAQK.  315 

in  tnich  made  by  Him.  It  becomes,  therefore,  all  men 
to  ■^rorehip,  not  these  gods,  but  the  God  of  gods.  That 
he  should  be  woreliipjied  spiritually  is  evident,  for  he 
must  be  a  spiritual  essence ;  and  as  we  are  certainly 
oompoeed  of  Bpints  and  material  bodies,  and  as  our  spii^ 
its  are  no  less  certainly  onr  superior  part,  so  He  who 
tnade  the  spirit  of  man  must  be  superior  to  all  bodies  or 
fortns  of  matter ;  that  is,  he  must  he  that  by  reason  of 
which  lie  is  superior,  namely,  a  SPIRIT." 

I  then  said  to  thia  learned  and  great  prince,  "Tliink- 
***  tion,  Remeees,  that  this  Infinite  God,  whom  we  be 
lieve  exists,  will  ever  make  a  revelation  of  Himself,  ho 
that  He  may  be  worshipped  as  becomes  His  perfections  ? 
'^  you  ihiok  the  veil  ot  ignorance  which  hangs  betweeu 
'"tti  and  us  will  ever  be  lifted )" 

"  Without  question,  my  Sesostris,"  he  answered,  with 
"lunation,  the  light  of  hope  kindling  in  his  noble  eyes, 
"4e  Creator  of  this  world  must  be  a  benevolent,  good, 
■nil  -wifle  Being." 

"  Of  that  there  can  be  no  donbt,"  was  my  reply. 

"  Benevolence,  goodness,  and  wisdom,  then,  will  seek 
™  liappineBS  and  elevation  of  man.  A  knowledge  of 
"E  true  God,  whom  we  are  now  feeling  and  groping 
"tor  in  darkness,  with  only  the  faint  light  of  our  rea- 
'"'^  to  illumine  its  mysterious  gloom, — this  knowledge 
would  elevate  and  render  happy  the  race  of  men.  It 
would  dissipate  ignorance,  overthrow  idolatry,  place 
'°*n  Hear  God,  and,  consequently,  lift  him  higher  in  the 
*™6  of  the  univeree,     A  God  of  wisdom,  benevolence. 


'1  jnetice,  will  seek  to  produce  this  result.  The  world, 
fiertfore,  vnU  have  a  revelation  from  Him,  in  the  ful- 
^*  ***"  time, — when  men  are  ready  to  receive  it     It 
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may  not  be  ^hile  I  live,  SesoBlris,  but  tiie  time  w^ 
come  when  th«  knowledge  of  the  Infinite  God  will  lo^ 
revealed  by  Himself  to  man,  who  will  then  woib1b3p 
Him,  and  Him  alone,  with  tlie  pure  worship  doe  to  ±43i 
majesty,  glory,  and  dominion." 

As  Remeses  concluded,  his  face  seemed  to  shine  w£  i^ 
a  supernatural  inspiration,  as  if  he  had  talked  with 
Infinite  and  Spiritual  God  of  whom  he  spoke,  and 
learned  from  Him  the  mighty  mysteries  of  His 
Then  there  passed  a  shadow  over  his  face,  and  he  saE^ 
s<.»rrowfulIy — 

"  How  can  I  lead  the  people  of  Egypt  to  the  trwte 
God,  when  He  hath  not  taught  me  any  thing  of  EUmself . 
No,  no,  Sesostris,  Egypt  must  wait,  I  mnst  wait,  the 
world  must  wait  the  day  of  revelation.  And  that  diy 
will  come,  or  there  is  no  God  1  For  an  ever-silent  Gk)d— 
a  God  who  forever  hidcth  Himself  from  His  creatniti 
— is  as  if  there  were  no  God  I  But  that  there  is  a  God 
the  heavens  declare  in  their  glory,  the  ocean  hoarsely 
murmurs  His  name,  the  thunders  proclaim  His  power, 
the  lilies  of  tlie  field  speak  of  His  goodness,  and  we  our- 
selves are  living  manifestations  of  His  benevolence  and 
love.  I-iCt  us,  therefore,  amid  all  the  splendor  of  the 
idolatry  wliich  fills  the  earth,  lift  up  our  hearts,  O  Se- 
A<»stri8,  to  the  One  God!  and  m  secret  worship  Him. 
wheresoever  our  souls  can  find  Him,  nntil  He  reveals 
Himself  openly  to  the  inha]>itants  of  the  earth.** 

In  relating  this  conversation,  my  dear  mother,  I  not 
only  am  preparing  you  to  see  my  views  of  our  mythol- 
ogy materially  change<l,  but  I  unfold  to  yon  more  of 
the  sublime  character  of  Remeses,  and  give  yon  some 
insight  into  his  deep  philosophy  and  wonderful  wiadnm. 


B 
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Inll,  tn  eonnectloii  with  this  enbject,  describe  to  jaa 
ft  nG^oQB  BceDe  I  vitnesBed  in  the  Temple  of  Apis  od 
ttieoecamon  of  an  excnmon  made^by  me  in  companj 
widi  Bemeeee,  from  the  Island  of  Bhoda, 

I  hare  already  spoken  of  his  courtesy  in  ofiering  to 
aceompuiy  me  to  Hemphis,  at  which  city  he  left  me, 
■nunediately  after  his  oblation  and  thanks^ving,  and 
pDMeded  to  attend  to  some  nigent  affairs  conueotod 
vith  the  proposed  movement  of  the  army ;  with  which, 
>ii>e«  then,  he  has  taken  his  departure. 

Tba  barge  in  which  I  left  the  palace  at  Bhoda,  was 
fwed  by  forty-fonr  men,  swarthy  and  mnscular  to  a 
Boticeable  degree,  who  beloog  to  a  maritime  people, 
once  poBseeaing  the  Pelusian  Delta,  but  who  are  now  re- 
duced to  a  servitude  to  the  crown.  They  have  a  sort  of 
■■iuef,  called  Fellac,  whom  they  regard  partly  as  a  priest, 
partjj  as  a  patriarch.  Under  him,  by  permission  of  the 
"■own,  they  are  held  in  discipline.  They  have  a  myste- 
riooa  worship  of  their  own,  and  are  reputed  to  deal  in 
'''^gic,  and  to  sacrifice  to  Typhon,  the  principle  of  evil, 
They  were  attired  in  scarlet  aasliea,  bound  about  the 
•wst,  and  holding  together  loose  white  linen  drawers, 
*iiich  terminated  at  the  knee  in  a  fringe.  Their  ehonl- 
"EfB  were  naked,  but  upon  their  heads  each  wore  a  sort 
"rf  tarban  of  green  cloth,  having  one  end  falling  over 
"■fl  ear,  and  terminating  in  a  silver  knob.  Tliese  were 
"^6  favorite  body-guard  rowers  of  the  prince.  Their  cap- 
tain waaayoung  man,  with  glittering  teeth,  and  large  oval 
black  eyes.  He  was  mild  and  .serene  of  aspect,  richly 
attired  in  a  vesture  of  silver  tissue,  and  had  his  black 
"^  perfumed  with  jasmine  oil.  His  baton  of  office  was 
a  long  stick — not  the  long,  slender,  acacia  cane  which  all 
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Egyptian  gentlemen  carry,  but  a  staff  ehort  and  hetTji 
ornamented  with  an  alligator's  head,  which,  with  that  d 
the  pelican,  seem  to  be  favorite  decorations  of  this  uid* 
giilar  people. 

As  we  were  on  the  water,  moving  swiftly  towards  th« 
quay  of  the  city,  amid  countless  vessels  of  all  nationSy  * 
slave-barge  passed  down  from  Upper  Egypt,  laden  with 
Nubian  boys  and  girls,  destined  to  be  sold  as  slaves  ^ 
the  market.     Borne  with  velocity  along,  wo  soon  land®^ 
at  the  grand  terrace-steps  of  the  quay.    Tliey  w^^ 
thronged  with  pilots,  shipmen,  those  who  hold  the  h^^-^ 
and  die  oar,  mariners,  and  stranger-merchants  innnm^*"^ 
ble.     A  majestic  gateway,  at  the  top  of  the  flight  of  I>*^' 
ph}Ty  stairs,  led  to  an  avenue  of  palm-trees,  on  each  ^*^ 
of  which  was  a  vast  open  colonnade  covered  with  a 
awning,  and  filled  with  merchants,  buyers,  captains, 
ofiicers  of  the  customs,  dispersed  amid  bales  of 
from  all  lands  of  the  earth.     I  lingered  here,  for  a  shi 
time,  gazing  upon  these  representatives  of  the  wei 
and  coninierce  of  the  world.     This  is  the  great  land! 
mart  of  Memphis,  ff»r  the  products  of  the  other  lan^*^ 
while  Jizch,  lower  down,  is  the  point  fn>m  whence 
that  goes  out  of  the  country  is  shipped.    Tho  8l 
cry  of  the  foreign  seamen,  as  they  hoisted  heavy  bal< 
and  the  wild  song  of  the  Egyptian  laborers,  as  they 
away  the  goods,  the  confused  voices  of  the  ownereof 
merchandise,  the  variety  and  strange  fasliion  of  theff 
costumes,  the  numerous  languages  which  fell  npon  my 
ear,  prodiice<l  an  effect  as  novel  as  it  was  interesting. 

The  riches  and  beauty  of  what  I  saw  surprised  ihQi 
familiar  us  I  am  with  the  commerce  of  T^re.  Thttf 
were  merchants  from  Sheba,  bearded  and  long-robed 


itonee  of  price ;  and  others  from  the  markets  of  Javan, 

with  cassia,  iron,  and  calamus ;  there  were  wines  from 

the  vine-country  of  Helbona,  and  honey,  oil,  and  balm 

from  Philistia ;  merchants  of  Dedan,  with  embroidered 

^Qgs  and  rich  cloths  for  chariots,  and  costly  housings 

for  horses,  of  lynx  and  leopard-skins ;  tall,  grave-looking 

iQerchants  from  our  own  Damascus,  with  elegant  wares, 

^Uery,  and  damascened   sword-blades  of   wonderful 

beauty,  and  which  bring  great  price  here;  shrewd- 

^iaaged  merchants  of  Tyre,  with  purple  and  broidered 

Work  and  fine  linen ;  and  merchants  of  Sidon,  with  em- 

^i^ds,  coral,  and 'agate,  and  the  valuable  calmine-stone 

<^t  of  which,  in  combination  with  copper,  brass  is 

'^tolten  by  the  Egyptians. 

^Diere  were  also  merchants,  in  an  attire  rich  and  plo- 
^^EU-csque,  from  many  isles  of  the  sea,  with  vessels  of 
bronze,  vases,  and  other  exquisitely  painted  wares,  and 
^>oxe8  inlaid  with  ivory,  jewels,  and  ebony.     T  saw  the 
dark,  handsome  men  of  Tarshish  and  far  Gades,  with  all 
tindfi  of  riches  of  silver,  iron,  tin,  lead,  and  scales  of 
gold.    Shields  from  Arvad,  beautifully  embossed  and 
inlxiid;  helmets  and  shawls  from  Persia;  ivory  from 
^<J,  and  boxes  of  precious  stones — the  jasper,  the  sap- 
phire, the  sarditis,  the  onyx,  the  beryl,  the  topaz,  the 
carbuncle,  and  the  diamond — from  the  south  seas,  and 
uioee  lands  imder  the  sun,  where  he  casts  no  shadow. 
Here  were,  also,  wild-looking  merchant  horsemen  from 
-^bia,  with  horses  and  mules  to  be  tr&ded  for  the  fine 
'^^Tx^  and  gilt  wares,  and  dyes  of  Egypt ;  and  proud- 
'^king  shepherd  chiefs*  of  Kedar,  with  flocks  of  lambs  > 
'*'*^«,  and  ifoats ;  while  beyond  these,  some  merchants 


230  THE  PILLAR  OF  FIBS,   OB 

of  Sa£B,  men  of  stern  aspects,  had  bands  of  slaves,  wbw 
sliining  black  skins  and  glittering  teeth  showed  them  to 
be  Nubians  from  Farther  Africa,  who  had  been  brought 
from  the  Upper  Nile  to  be  sold  in  the  mart. 

Thus  does  all  the  earth  lay  its  riches  at  the  feet  ot 
Egypt,  even  as  she  pours  them  into  the  lap  of  Tpt 
Meet  it  is  tliat  two  nations,  so  equal  in  conmicrce,  should 
be  allied  in  friendship.    May  this  friendly  alliance,  moie 
closely  cemented  by  my  visit  to  this  court,  never  be 
broken !     I  am  willing  to  surrender  to  Egypt  the  titk, 
"  Mistress  of  the  World,"  which  I  have  seen  inscribed 
on  the  obelisk  that  Amense  is  now  erecting,  so  long  ai 
she  makes  no  attempt  upon  our  cherished  freedom,  nor 
asks  of  us  other  tribute  to  her  greatness  than  the  jew- 
elled necklace  it  was  my  pleasure  to  present  to  bei 
queen,  from  your  hand. 

Having  crossed  this  wonderful  mart  of  the  world,  wi 
issued  upon  a  broad  street,  which  diverging  to  the  right 
led  towards  Jizoh,  not  far  distant,  and  to  the  left  toward 
Memphis,  the  noble  pylon  of  wluch  was  in  full  sight 
The  street  was  lined  with  small  temples,  six  on  esci 
side,  dedicated  to  the  twelve  gods  of  tlie  months^  statue 
of  each  of  whom  stood  upon  pedestals  before  its  gate 
way. 

This  avenue,  which  was  but  a  succession  of  column 
and  statues,  and  in  which  we  met  several  pleasure 
chariots,  tenninated  at  an  obelisk  one  hundred  feet  ii 
height — a  majestic  and  richly  elaborated  monument 
erected  by  Amunophis  L,  whose  name  it  bears  upon  i 
cartouch,  to  the  honor  of  his  Syrian  qneen,  Ephtha 
Upon  its  surface  is  recounted,  in  exquisitely  colored  io 
taglio  hieroglyphs,  her  virtues  and  the  deeds  of  hie  owi 
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At  each  of  ite  four  comers  cronchus  a  Bpbinz, 
I  dog'a  head,  symbolic  of  ceaseless  vigilance.  A 
iqnare  BarrouTids  the  obehsk,  and  on  its  ^est  side 
ipropylon  of  Memphis,  The  great  wings  that 
}  the  pylon  are  ninety  feet  in  height,  and  are 
■Ttsplenijent  with  colored  pictorial  designs,  done  in  the 
I  most  brilliant  style  of  Egyptian  art. 

H«ra  we  fonnd  a  guard  of  soldiers,  whose  captsiu 
I  recfflTcd  the  prince  with  marks  of  the  profoundest  mili- 
I  taiT  respect.  We  passed  in,  through  ranks  of  soldiers, 
I  »ho  bent  one  knee  to  the  ground,  and  entered  the  chiel 
itreel  of  Kemphis — the  second  city  in  Egypt  in  archi 
lectnral  magnilicence,  and  the  first  in  reh'giouH  impor 
I    tance,  as  die  city  of  the  sacred  bull  Apia. 

A  description  of  this  oily  would  be  almost  a  repetition 
,  of  that  of  On,  slightly  varying  the  avenues,  squares, 
'  iod  forms  of  temples.  You  have,  therefore,  to  imagine, 
!  or  rstber  recall,  the  splendor  of  the  "  City  of  the  Lord 
,  <f  Ihe  Sun"  (for  this  is  its  tnie  Egyptian  designation), 
and  nji]i|.]y  1"  ^Mcmpliis  th«  picture  hitlierto  given  of 
^'gorgduue  metiupuiiii  of  Osiris. 

After  we  had  passed  a  few  sqnares  through  the 
Uinnged  and  handsome  street,  which  was  exclusively 
oU^  with  beautiful  and  tasteful  abodea  of  prieets, 
■domed  with  gardens  and  corridors,  we  came  to  a  large 
'^  space  in  the  city,  whore  was  s  great  fountain, 
•lUToniided  by  lions  sculptured  in  gray  porphyry  stone. 
On  one  tide  of  this  square  was  a  lake,  bordered  with 
**** ;  on  another,  a  grove  sacred  to  certain  mysteriee ; 
*>■>  a  third,  a  temple  dedicated  to  all  the  eacred  atiirnala 
Of  Egypt.— images  of  which  surrounded  a  vant  portico 
^  front.    An  enumeration  of  theui  will  exhibit  to  yon, 
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how  the  first  departure,  in  ancient  days,  from  the 
Bhip  of  the  One  Deity,  by  personating  llis  attribn 
animal  forms,  has  converted  religion  into  a  groa 
sensual  superstition.  It  is  not  enough  that  they 
fanciful  emblems  in  all  their  temples,  and  on  aO 
sculptured  monuments,  of  Life,  Gk)odne68,  Power,  Pi 
Majesty,  and  Dominion  (as  in  the  crook  and  flail  of 
ris),  of  Authority,  of  Royalty,  of  Stability;  but 
elevate  into  representatives  of  the  gods,  the  ape,  u 
to  Thoth ;  the  monkey ;  the  fox,  dog,  wolf,  and  jacka 
four  sacred  to  Anubis ;  the  ichneumon  and  cat,  n 
last  is  superstitiously  reverenced,  and  when  dead 
bahned  with  divine  rites.  The  ibex,  which  I  ona 
lieved  to  be  sacred,  is  regarded  only  as  an  emblem ; 
so  with  the  horse,  ass,  panther,  and  leopard,  whicl 
not  sacred,  but  merely  used  in  sculptures  as  embi 
The  hippopotamus  is  sacred,  and  also  an  emblem  ol 
phon,  dedicated  to  the  god  of  war.  The  cow  is 
eminently  sacred  by  the  Egyptians,  and  is  dedicat 
the  deity  Atlior. 

There  are  four  sacred  bulls  in  Egypt, — nor  only  sa 
but  deified.  In  Middle  Egypt,  Onuphis  and  Basi 
worshipped  in  superb  temples;  and  at  On,  Mi 
sacred  to  the  Sun.  Here  in  Memphis  is  Apis,  not 
sacred  but  a  god,  and  type  of  Osiris,  who,  in  his 
is  the  type  of  the  Sun,  which  is  the  type  of  the  In 
Invisible ;  at  least  this  is  the  formula,  so  far  as  I 
learned  its  mysteries.  How  much  purer  the  reli 
dear  mother,  which,  passing  by  or  overleaping  all 
intermediate  types  and  incarnations,  prostrates  Xhi 
before  the  footstool  of  the  Lord  of  the  Sun 
One  Sjiiritual  Ood  of  gods  I 
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Of  all  the  sacred  animals  above  named,  I  beheld 
nages  Id  elone  apon  the  dromoa  which  bordered  tlie 
portico.  There  were  also  figures  of  the  sacred  birds, — 
Tm  the  ibis,  sacred  to  the  god  Thoth ;  the  vultare,  the 

Ifclcon-bawk,  sacred  to  Ke,  and  honored  in  the  ciQ'  oj 
Ud  ,  and  the  egret,  sacred  to  Osiris.    Bemdes  these 
ncred  figoree  wliich  decorated  this  pantheonic  portico, 
It  each  of  the  four  gates  was   one  of  the  four  deified 
bolls  la  etone,  larger  than  life-size.    Tliere  are  also  to 
t*  foDud,  all  over  Egypt,  sculptured  sphinxes, — a  sort 
btmioos  monster,  represented  either  with   the  head 
i  1  miD,  a  hawk,  or  a  ram ;  to  these  may  be  added  a 
Utan  with   a  serpent's   head,  and  a  tortoise-headed 
A 

Bb  phoenix,  sacred  to  Osiris,  I  shall  by  and  by  epeaii 
'*Cliid  the  white  and  safiron -colored  cock,  sacred  to, 
I  •nds&crificcd  in,  the  Temple  of  Anubis.  Certain  fishee 
'  *e  also  held  sacred  by  tliis  extraordinary  people,  who 
wiiTert  every  thing  into  gnda,  Tlie  oxyrhincue,  the  eel, 
'«« iepidotns,  and  others  are  sacred,  and  at  Thebes  are 
•mbalmed  by  the  priests.  The  scorpion  is  an  emblem 
<rf  the  goddess  Selk,  the  frog  of  Ptliah,  and  the  unwieldy 
^'Wodile  sacred  to  the  god  Savab — a  barbarous  deity. 
BerpentB  having  human  heads,  and  also  hawk's  and 
■ion's  heads,  were  sculptured  along  the  frieze  of  thi* 
P«iUlieon,  intermingled  with  figures  of  nearly  all  the 
tbore  sacred  animals.  On  the  abacus  of  each  column 
*•!  sculptured  the  scarabsens — the  sacred  beetle — con- 
"finted  to  Pthah,  and  adopted  as  an  emblem  of  the 
»«ld;  also  the  type  of  the  god  Hor-hat,  the  Good 
^ns  of  Egypt,  whose  emblem  ia  a  sun  supported  by 
tto  winged  aspe  encircling  it.    Flies,  ichneumons,  and 
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bees,  with  many  other  insectB  and  animalBy  are  mpie 
Bented  in  the  Bculptures,  but  are  not  sacred. 

Even  vegetables  do  not  escape  the  service  of  tbar 
religion.  The  persea  is  sacred  to  Athor ;  the  ivy  ts 
Osiris,  and  much  made  nse  of  at  his  festivals;  tht 
feathery  tamarisk  is  also  sacred  to  this  deity  ;  and  the 
peach  and  papyms  are  supposed  to  be  sacred,  or  at  leai^i 
used,  for  religious  purposes.  Contrary  to  the  opinion  ! 
formed  when  I  first  came  into  Egypt,  the  onion,  leek, 
and  garlic  are  not  sacred.  The  pomegranate,  vine,  and 
acanthus  are  used  for  sacred  rites,  and  the  sycamore-fig 
is  sacred  to  Netpe.  The  lotus,  the  favorite  object  of 
imitation  in  all  temple-sculpture,  is  sacred  to,  and  the 
emblem  of,  the  most  ancient  god  of  Egypt,  whom  the 
priests  call  Nofiratmoosis — a  name  wholly  new  to  me 
among  the  deities; — but  it  is  also  clearly  a  favorite 
emblem  of  Osiris,  being  found  profusely  sculptored  cm 
all  bis  temples.  Lastly,  the  palm-branch  is  a  symbol  ol 
astrology  and  type  of  the  year,  and  conspicuous  among 
the  offerings  made  to  the  gods. 

Now,  my  dear  mother,  can  you  wonder  at  Prince 
Romeses — that  a  man  of  his  learning,  intelloct,  sensi- 
bility, and  sound  judgment,  should  turn  away  fniro 
these  thousand  contemptible  gods  of  Egypt,  to  seek  a 
purer  faith  nnd  worship,  and  that  he  should  wish  !•« 
give  his  people  a  more  elevating  and  spiritual  religion  I 
Divisions  and  subdivisions  have  here  reached  their 
climax,  and  the  Egyptians  who  worship  God  in  every 
tiling  may  be  said  to  have  ceased  to  worship  him 
at  all ! 

What  was  on  the  fourth  side  of  the  great  sqnare,  of 
which  the  lake,  the  grove,  and  tlie  pantheon  oompoaed 
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three. 

wm  the 

central  and 

great  Temple  of  Apis  in 

Lower 

Egypt. 

In  my  next 

letter  I  will 

dcBcribe  my 

visit  to  it.    I  am  at  present 

a  gnest  of  th 

e  bigh-prieat 

of  tlie 

temple. 

and   hence 

the  date  of 

my  letter  at 

Memplu& 

Yanr  afiectioDate 

8on, 

Sesostbis. 
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LETTEK    XIV. 

Thb  Paiaob  ov  thb  FmoBT  or  Arm, 
Sir  DSAB  Motheb: 

I  WILL  now  describe  to  yon  my  viait,  with  tl 
prince,  to  the  most  remarkable  shrine  in  Egypt  Whi 
the  worship  of  Osiris,  at  On,  is  a  series  of  splend 
pageantries,  bnt  little  differing  from  the  gorgeous  sn 
worship  which  yon  witnessed  some  years  ago  at  Bai 
bee,  the  rites  of  Apis  are  as  solemn  and  severe  as  t 
temple  in  which  they  are  celebrated  is  grand  ai 
majestic. 

The  temple  itself  is  a  massive  and  imposing  edific 
of  reddish  Elephantine  stone.  It  is  of  vast  proportioi 
and  the  effect  produced  is  that  of  a  mountain  of  ro 
hewn  into  a  temple,  as  travellers  say  temples  are  c 
out  of  the  face  of  cliffs  in  Idumea- Arabia.  Its  expn 
sion  is  majesty  and  grandeur.  It  occupies  the  whole 
one  side  of  the  vast  square  described  by  me  in  my  li 
letter. 

As  we  were  about  to  ascend  to  the  gate,  I  was  etartl 
by  a  loud  and  menacing  cry  from  many  voicea,  an 
looking  around,  perceived  a  Tynan  mariner,  recognijt 
by  me  as  such  by  his  dress,  who  was  flying  across  t 
square  with  wings  of  fear.  A  crowd,  which  moment 
rily  increased,  pursued  him  swiftly  with  execrations  ki 
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ei«f  Tengeancel     Ab  he  drew  uoar,  I  Doticed  that 
F  be  was  SB  pole  ae  a  corpse.     Seeiug  that  he  wae  a 
I   HHenician,  1  felt  interested  in  him,  and  by  a  gesture 
(bir  him  towarda  me.     He  fell  at  my  feet,  crying— 
"Save  me,  O  my  prince  I" 
"  Wh»t  hast  thoa  done  ?"  I  demanded. 
"  Only  killed  one  of  their  cats,  my  lord  I" 
The  throng  came  rushing  on,  like  a  stormy  wave, 
olterijjg  fearful  cnee. 

"  May  I  try  and  protect  him,  O  Remeees,"  I  asked, 
foi  1  knew  that,  if  taken,  he  would  be  slain  for  deetroy- 
tng  one  of  their  sacred  animals. 

"  I  will  see  if  I  can ;  but  I  fear  my  interposition  will 
not  be  heeded  in  a  case  like  this,"  he  replied.  At  the 
ume  time  be  deprecatingly  waved  his  band  to  the  infn- 
n»ied  populace,  which  had  in  a  few  momenta  increased 
to  I  thonsand  people. 

"No,  not  even  for  the  prince!  He  has  killed  a 
'Kitd  animal.  By  oar  laws  he  also  must  die.  We  will 
"trifice  him  to  fhe  gods  I" 

Id  vdn  I  entreated,  and  Bemeses  interposed.  The 
*wiched  man  was  torn  from  our  presence  by  as  many 
n*iidg  as  could  seize  him,  thrown  down  the  steps  of  the 
•emple,  and  trampled  upon  by  the  furious  crowd,  uBtil 
""thing  like  a  human  shape  remained.  The  formless 
™**  was  then  divided  into  pieces,  and  carried  to  s 
temple  vhere  numerous  sacred  cats  are  kept,  in  order 
w  be  given  to  them  to  devour.  Sach  is  the  terrible 
^th  they  inflict  upon  one  who  by  accident  kills  a  cat 
"""nibisl 

^e  power  of  the  State  is  weak  when  contending 
"*  the  mad  strength  of  Bnperstition,"  remarked  Bfr 
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mesea,  as  we  entered  the  temple  between  two  etatofli  < 
brazen  bulls.  Entering  tlirough  a  majeetic  doonrtj 
we  came  into  an  avenue  of  vast  colunms,  the  w  € 
which  impressed  me  with  awe.  The  temple  was  orig 
nally  erected  to  Pthah,  anciently  the  diief  deitj  c 
Memphis,  and  dedicated  in  the  present  reign  to  tfa 
sacred  bull,  whose  apartment  is  the  original  adytum  i 
the  temple. 

The  worship  of  Apis  and  Mnevis,  the  balls  ooofti 
crated  to  Osiris,  exhibits  the  highest  point  to  which  tfc 
worship  of  animals  in  Egypt  has  reached,  and  it  was  wil 
no  little  interest  I  felt  myself  advancing  into  the  pre 
ence  of  this  deified  animal.  We  were  met,  at  the  ei 
trance  of  the  avenue  of  columns,  by  two  priests  in  whi*! 
linen  robes,  over  which  was  a  crimson  scarf,  the  sacic 
color  of  Apis.  They  had  tall  caps  on  their  heads,  wd 
each  carried  a  sort  of  crook.  They  received  the  prinfl 
with  prostrations.  Ooing  one  before  and  one  behind  n 
they  escorted  us  along  the  gloomy  and  solemn  avenoe  * 
sculptured  columns,  until  we  came  to  a  brazen  door, 
priest  opened  it,  and  we  entered  a  magnificent  peristy 
court  supported  by  caryatides  twelve  cubits  in  heigh 
representing  the  forms  of  Egyptian  women.  We  r 
niained  in  this  grand  hall  a  few  moments,  when  a  do: 
m  the  opposite  side  opened  and  the  sacred  boll  q 
j)eared.  lie  was  conducted  by  a  priest,  who  led  hii 
by  a  gold  chain  fastened  to  his  horns,  which  were  ga 
landed  with  flowers.  The  animal  was  large,  noble^lool 
ing,  and  jet-black  in  (*,olor,  with  the  exception  of 
square  spot  of  white  upon  his  forehead.  Upon  h 
slioulder  was  the  resemblance  of  a  vulture,  and  the  hai 
were  double  in  his  tail  I    Tliese  being  t    i  saered  rotrl 


IN   BONDAGi:,  iizy 

of  Apii,  1  obeerred  them  particular]}' :  there  should  be 
ako  the  mark  of  a  ecarabfens  on  his  tougue. 

The  deity  stalked  proudly  forth,  slowly  heaving  up 
and  down  his  huge  head  and  thick  neck, — a  look  of 
linrbaric  power  and  grandeur  glancing  from  his  eye. 

Hie  curator  of  the  sacred  animal  led  him  once  around 
ihs  hall,  the  Egyptians  prostrating  themselves  aa  he 
l^Mcd  them,  and  even  Remeeea,  iustinctively,  &om 
cnstnrn.  bending  his  head.  When  he  stopped,  tiie 
prince  advanced  to  him,  and  taking  a  jewelled  collar 
from  a  casket  which  he  brought  with  him,  he  said  to 
liw  high-priest — who,  with  a  censer  of  incense,  prepared 
W  invoke  the  god — 

"  My  lord  priest  of  Apis :  I,  Remeses  the  prince,  as 
*  token  of  my  gratitude  to  the  god,  of  whom  the  sacred 
ttoll  ii  the  emblem,  for  the  restoration  of  my  motlier, 
l^e  qneen,  do  make  to  the  temple  an  offering  of  this 
ieirelled  collar  for  the  sacred  bull," 

"Hia  sacred  majesty,  my  lord  prince,  accepts,  with 
wadescension  and  grace,  your  offering,"  answered  the 
gTgeonsIy  attired  high-priest  He  then  passed  the  neck- 
Iwe  through  the  cloud  of  incense  thrice,  and  going  up 
^  the  hull,  fastened  the  costly  gift  about  liis  neck, 
already  decorated  with  the  price  of  a  kingdom,  while 
his  forehead  glittered  like  a  mass  of  diamonds.  A  cool 
^^  of  wind  passing  through  the  open  hall,  a  priest 
(u  least  two  hundred  attendant  priesta  were  assembled 
"lere  lo  witness  the  prince's  offering)  brought  a  cover- 
"■gor  housing  of  silver  and  gold  tiesue,  magnificently 
Wibroideredj  and  threw  it  over  the  god. 

"file  prince  now,  at  the  request  of  the  qaeeo,  pro- 
•"^  to  obtain  an  omen  as  to  the  success  of  his  army 


280  THB   PILLAR  OF  FIRE,   OR 

He  therefore  approached  and  offered  the  boll  a  pec 
cake,  of  which  he  is  very  fond,  which  the  animal 
from  his  palm  and  ate.  At  this  good  omen  there  ^ 
murmur  of  satisfaction ;  for  a  refusal  to  eat  is  accov 
a  bad  omen.  Remcscs  smiled  as  if  gratified.  Coi 
be  that  he  had  faith  in  the  omen  ?  I  know  not  1 
must  be  allowed  to  the  customs  of  a  lifetime  I  Trs 
to  all  tliese  rituals  from  a  child,  had  the  philosopl 
his  later  years  wholly  destroyed  in  him  aU  faith  and 
fidence  in  the  gods  of  his  mother  and  liis  country  f 
priest  now  asked  a  question  aloud,  addressed  to  the 

"  Will  the  Prince  of  Egypt,  O  sacred  Apis,  be  a 
cessful  king,  when  he  shall  come  to  the  throne  f " 

Tlie  reply  to  the  question  was  to  be  found  in  the 
words  Remeses  should  hear  spoken  by  any  one  whe 
left  the  temple.  He  immediately  departed  from 
peristyle,  and  we  returned  through  the  solenm  av 
to  the  portico.  As  we  descended  the  steps,  a  sell 
small  images  of  the  bull  called  out,  in  reply  to  8> 
thing  said  by  another — 

"  He  will  never  get  there  I" 

"  Mark  those  words,  Sesostris !''  he  said,  not  u 
l>ressed  by  them ;  "  my  mother  is  to  outlive  m< 
Mobris  will  seize  the  tlirone  from  me !" 

"  Do  you  put  faith  in  this  omen  ?" 

"  I  know  not  what  to  answer  you,  my  Sesostris. 
have,  no  doubt,"  he  added,  "  after  all  I  have  said, 
veiled  at  ray  offering  to  Apis.    But  it  is  hard  to  da 
early  impressions,  even  with  philosophy,  especially  i 
mind  has  no  certain  revelation  to  cling  to,  when  it 
off  its  superstitions.    But  here  I  must  leave  you,  at 
door  of  the  hierarch's  palace.    Thia  noble  priest  is 
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o*"  the  priesthood  of  Pthah,  a.  part  of  whose  temple,  as 
yon  have  seen,  ie  devoted  to  Apis, — or  rather  the  two 
temples  subsist  side  by  side.  Ton  saw  him  laat  week  at 
OUT  palace.  He  baa  asked  you  to  be  his  gueat  while 
here.  Honor  his  invitation,  and  he  will  not  only  teach 
you  miicli  that  you  desire  to  know,  but  will  visit  with 
you  ihe  great  pyramidal  temple  of  Cheopa." 

Having  entered  the  palace,  and  placed  me  under  the 
hoepitaJitj  of  the  noble  Egyptian  hierarch  therein,  the 
priace  took  leave  of  me.     I  would  like  to  describe  to 
yoH  the  taste  and  elegance  of  this  abode,  my  dear  mother ; 
its  gardens,  fountains,  flowei^coorta,  paintinge,  and  rich 
famitnre.     Bat  I  must  first  say  a  little  more  about  the 
god  Apis,  who  holds  bo  prominent  a  place  in  the  my 
thology  of  Egypt     In  the  hieroglyphic  legeuda  he  is 
c«Ued  Hapi,  and  his  figurative  sign  on  the  monuments 
K  ft  boll  with  a  globe  of  the  sun  upon  his  head,  and  the 
hieroglyphic  crnciform  emblem  of  Life  drawn  near  it. 
(f  ameroas  bronze  figures  of  this  bull  are  cast,  whereupon 
tliey  are  consecrated,  distributed  over  Egypt,  and  placed 
in  the  tombs  of  the  priests.  The  time  to  which  the  sacred 
l>ooks  limit  the  life  of  Apis  is  twenty-five  years,  which 
is  8  mystic  nnmber  here  ;  and  if  his  representative  does 
not  die  a  natural  death  by  that  time,  he  is  driven  to  the 
great  fountain  of  the  temple,  where  the  priests  were  ac- 
customed to  bathe  him  (for  he  is  fed  and  tended  with 
^he  greatest  delicacy,  luxury,  and  servility  by  his  priestly 
""^tors),  and  there,  with  hymns  chanted  and  incense 
boming^  they  drown  him  amid  many  rites  and  ceremo- 
"'^  all  of  which  are  written  in  the  forty-two  hooks  of 
Wyrna  kept  in  the  sacred  archives  of  the  oldest  temple 
"0  eooner  does  the  god  expire,  than  certain  priests, 


'282  THE  PILLAB  OF  FIRE,  OB 

who  are  selected  for  the  purpose,  go  in  search  of 
other  bull ;  for  they  believe  that  the  soul  of  Osirii 
migrated  into  another  body  of  one  of  these  anima 
"  Lords  of  Egypt,"  as  I  have  heard  them  called, 
belief  of  the  constant  transfer  of  himself  by  Osiris 
the  body  of  one  bull  to  another,  is  but  the  expressic 
a  popular  notion  here,  that  souls  of  men  transmij 
from  body  to  body ;  and  my  opinion  is  confirmed 
scene  depicted  in  the  judgment-hall  of  Osiris,  when 
god  is  represented  as  sending  a  soul,  whose  evil  d 
outweighed  his  good  ones,  back  to  earth,  and  cone 
uing  it  to  enter  the  body  of  a  hog,  and  so  begin  ai 
from  the  lowest  animal  condition,  to  rise  by  siiccec 
transmigrations  through  other  beasts,  higher  and  hij 
until  he  became  man  again,  when,  if  he  had  acqo 
virtue  in  his  probation,  he  was  admitted  to  the  ho 
of  the  gods  and  became  immortal. 

The  prince  assures  me  that  the  belief  in  the  tram 
gration  of  souls  is  almost  universal  in  the  Thebaic 
well  as  among  the  lower  orders  in  the  northern  nor 
and  that  the  universal  reverence  for  animals  is,  witl 
doubt,  in  a  great  measure  to  be  traced  to  thissentini 
A.  monstrous  doctrine  of  the  perpetual  incamatioi 
deity  in  the  form,  not  of  man,  but  of  the  brute,  seen: 
be  the  groundwork  of  all  religious  faith  in  Egypt, 
idea  is  the  key  to  the  mysteries,  inconsistencies, 
groesness  of  their  outward  worship ;  the  interpretc 
their  animjil  Pantheon. 

''Tliere  is  a  tradition,"  said  to  me,  to-day,  the  pri 
priest  Misrai,  with  whom  I  am  now  remaining,  ** 
when  Osiris  came  down  to  earth,  in  order  to  benefit 
human  race  by  teaching  tliem  the  wisdom  of  the  g 
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«vi\  meu,  the  sons  of  Tjphon,  porened  to  destroy  him, 
vKen  lie  took  refuge  in  the  body  of  a  boll,  who  protected 
Uid  coIl(^ealed  him.     After  hia  return  to  the  heaveits,  he 
oHuaed  that  divine  honors  should  be  paid  to  the  ball 
forever." 
Ihis  account,  m;  dear  mother,  is  a  more  aatisfactory 
Ojlh  than  any  other,  if  any  can  be  so ;  and  recognizes 
f    Uicarnation   as   the  principle  of  the  worship  of  Apia. 
This  univeraal  idea  in  the  minds  of  men,  that  the  Crea- 
tor once  dwelt  in  the  body  of  a  creature,  woold  lead  one 
to  believe,  that  in  ages  past  the  Infinite  had  descended 
^Qi  heaven  for  the  good  of  men,  and  dwelt  in  a  body ; 
or  that,  reeponding  to  this  aniveraal  idea,  he  may  yet  do 
it.     Perhaps,  dear  mother,  the  worship  of  Osiris  under 
the  form  of  Apis,  may  he  the  foreshadowing  and  type 
of  wbat  is  yet  really  to  come — a  dispensation,  preparing 
men  for  the  actual  coming  of  the  Invisible  in  a  visible 
fomi.    What  a  day  of  glory  and  splendor  for  earth, 
ihonld  this  prove  true  t    The  conception,  dear  mother, 
B  not  my  own ;  it  is  a  thought  of  the  great,  and  wise, 
M»d  good  Bemeses,  who,  if  ever  men  are  deified,  de- 
"erres  a  place,  after  death,  among  the  goda.     His  vast 
Utd  earnest  mind,  enriched  with  sdl  the  stores  uf  kuowl- 
^8^  that  man  can  compass,  seems  as  if  it  derived  in- 
*Piration  from  the  heavens.     His  conversation  is  deeper 
*o  the  sacred  books ;  the  ideas  of  his  soul  more  woo- 
®*^Ul  than  the  mysteries  of  the  temple ! 
*l»e  priests  who  seek  another  hull,  discover  him  by 
*tain  signs  mentioned  in  their  sacred  books.     These  I 
r*''^  already  described.    In  the  mean  while,  a  public 
^^**entation  is  performed,  as  if  Osiris,  that  is,  "  the  Lord 
heaven,"  had  died,  and  the  moumiDg  lattte  until  thi* 
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uew  ApiB  is  found.  This  iiiformation  is  proclaiin 
Bwift  messengers  in  all  the  cities,  and  is  hailed  wi 
wildest  rejoicings.  The  scribes  who  have  foun« 
yonng  calf  which  is  to  be  the  new  god,  keep  it  wi 
mother  in  a  small  temple  facing  the  rising  sun,  an< 
it  with  milk  for  four  months.  When  that  term 
pired,  a  grand  procession  of  priests,  scribes,  pro] 
and  interpreters  of  omens,  headed  by  the  high-] 
and  often  by  the  king,  as  hereditary  priest  of  his  r 
proceed  to  the  temple  or  house  of  the  sacred  calf,  \ 
time  of  the  new  moon — ^the  slender  and  delicate 
of  which  symbolize  those  of  the  juvenile  Apis. 
chants  and  musical  instruments  playing,  they  escoi 
to  a  gorgeously  decorated  barU  or  barge,  rowc 
twelve  oars,  and  place  him  in  a  gilded  cabin  on  < 
mats.  They  then  convey  him  in  great  pomp  and 
loud  rejoicings  to  Memphis.  Here  the  whole  ci 
ceives  him  with  trumpets  blowing  and  shouts  of 
come ;  garlands  are  cast  upon  his  neck  by  young 
and  flowers  strewed  before  him  by  the  virgins  u 
temple. 

Thus  escorted,  the  "Living  Soul  of  Osiris"  is 
ducted  to  ,the  temple  provided  for  him,  which  is  nc 
I  have  before  observed,  an  appendage  to  the  Tern] 
Pthah  or  Vulcan,  an  edifice  remarkable  for  its  are 
tural  beauty,  its  extent,  and  the  richness  of  its  d< 
tions ;  indeed,  the  most  magnificent  temple  in  the 
A  festival  of  many  days  succeeds,  and  tlie  young 
is  then  led  in  solemn  procession  throughout  the 
that  all  the  people  may  see  him.  These  come  € 
their  houses  to  welcome  him,  with  gifts,  as  he  p 
Mothers  press  theii  children  forward  towards  the  a 
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tiiat  they  may  receive  liis  breath   which,  they 

',  conveys  the  power  to  them  of  predicting  future 

Returned  to  his  sacred  adytum,  he  henceforth 

as  a  god,  daintily  fed,  and  reverently  served. 

rc-ganlcns  and  rooms  for  recreation  are  provided 

1  wiicn  he  wouUl  exercise. 

L^  death  i>f  Apis,  all  the  priests  are  immediately 

trd  iVoHi  the  temple,  which  is  given  up  to  profound 

if  uiid  sih*nce,  lis  if  it  also  mourned,  in  solenm 

•:■•:;,  rhe  h»ss  of  its  god.     Ilis  obsequies  are  cele- 

1  "II  a  scale  of  grandeur  and  expenditure  hardly 

ivai.le.     Sniiietinies  the  rich  treasury  of  the  tem- 

I'.i^rli  tilled  with  the  ace  imuilated  gold  of  a  quarter 

vi.:iiry,  i^  exhausted.     Upon  the  death  of  the  last 

lilt*  j'rie^ts  expended  one  hundred  talents  of  gold 

-  i'jet^uies,  and  Prince  McBris,  who  seeks  every 

:.i:y  t«»  ni:ike  a  show  of  piety,  and  to  please  the 

:.r,  u'iive  the  in  til'tv  talents  more,  to  enable  them 

•  tlie  eiit'rnious  costs  of  the  funeral  of  the  god. 

r:;il-p!:ice  ••!'  the  Serajiis,  as  the  name  is  on  the 

!i    ^i"'»rnjed    by  pronouncing   together   Osiria- 

::\-;':e  of  the  western  pvlon  of  the  citv.     "We 

i  :•  :Lri.);i;^'li  a  j)aved  avenue,  with  lions  ranged 

•I  V.     I:  consists  of  a  vast  gallery,  hewn  in  a 

t"*!.r  Lii'van  clilF,  twenty  feet  in  height, and 

i .  •'  iT.    I  vi.-ired  tliis  fomb  yesterday,  accom- 

•  i;:;^'!l-|»rir^^     IJe  eh(»wed  me  the  series  of 

tiie  .««.•:. ■^  "I*  this  sepulchral  hall,  where  each 

w;l-    dejMisited   in   a    sarcophagus  of 

1.  e*  ill  le!.;j:*h.     Tlicre  were  sixty  of  these 

'.si:. J  the  pennancncy  and  age  of  thii 

!.:;»       lluy    were   adorned  with  royal 


•  <  -1 
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ovals,  inscribed,  or  with  tablets  containiDg  dedicat 
to  Apis.  One  of  these  bore  the  inscription,  "To 
god  Osiris-Apis,  the  Lord  of  the  Sool  of  Osiris, 
emblem  of  the  Sun,  by  Amense,  Queen  and  nphc 
of  the  two  kingdoms." 

In  front  of  the  sculptured  entrance  of  this  hall  of 
dead  god  is  the  Sarapeum,  a  funeral  temple  for  perpc 
obsequies.  It  has  a  vestibule  of  noble  propordoni 
columns  being  of  the  delicately  blue-veined  alabi 
from  the  quarries  in  the  south.  On  each  side  of 
doorway  is  a  crouching  lion,  with  a  tablet  above  one,  n 
which  a  king  is  represented  making  an  offering.  Wi 
the  vestibule  stand,  in  half  circle,  twelve  statuesof  anc 
kings.  In  a  circle  above  these  sit,  with  altars  before  e 
as  many  gods.  Upon  a  pedestal  in  the  centre  standc 
statue  of  the  Pharaoh  who  erected  this  beautiful  edi 

Thus,  my  dear  mother,  have  I  endeavored,  as 
requested,  to  present  before  your  mind  a  clear  vie^ 
the  system  of  theology,  and  the  forms  of  worship  of 
Egyptians.      To   evolve  from  the    contradictory 
vague  traditions  a  reasonable  faith ;  to  select  from 
countless  myths  a  dominating  idea;  to  separate  the 
from  the  false,  to  bring  harmony  out  of  what,  regai 
as  a  whole,  is  confusion ;  to  know  what  is  local,  ^ 
national  in  rites,  and  to  reconcile  all  the  theorie 
Osiris  with  one  another,  is  a  task  far  from  easy  to 
form.     At  first,  I  believed  I  should  never  be  abl 
arrive  at  any  system  in  these  multifarious  traditions 
usages,  but  I  think  that  my  researches  have  given 
an  insight  into   the  difficulties  of  their   religion, 
enabled  me,  in  a  proat  measure,  to  unravel  the  tan, 
thread  of  their  mythology. 
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1  wfll  now  rosume  mj  pen,  wliieh,  sincu  wnting  Lhe 
*k»OTe,  I  laid  down  to  pailake  of  a  bunqaet  with  the 
priest,  my  princely  host,  at  whicli  I  met  rnnny  of  the 
great  l(.irde  of  MttinphiB,  namely — tlio  lord-keeper  of  the 
TOjul  sigiic-t,  the  lord  of  the  wai-drobe  and  ringa  of  the 
qneen'i  pulace,  and  the  lord  of  iho  Ireaenry,  These 
men  of  rank  I  well  knew,  having  met  iheiii  before  at  the 
Jihle  of  lhe  qneen.  There  were  also  strangers  whom  I 
bid  not  m«t  before — meu  of  elegant  address,  and  in  rich 
F  ^|iftrel,  each  with  the  signet  of  bis  office  on  hia  left 
f  land;  among  others,  the  lord  of  the  iiilometer,  who 
ivporls  the  progress  of  the  elevation  of  the  river  in  the 
■*nrinal  nvorfiowB,  and  by  wliitb  all  Lower  Egypt  la 
g'>»'enied  in  ita  agricultural  work ;  the  president  of  the 
^gravera  on  bard  stones,  an  officer  of  trust  and  high 
honor;  the  governora  of  several  nomes,  in  their  gold 
wllara  and  chains ;  the  lord  of  the  bouse  of  silver ;  the 
president  of  architects ;  the  lord  of  sculptors ;  the  presi- 
dent of  the  school  of  art  and  color ;  with  other  men  of 
dignity.  There  were  also  higb-prieste  of  several  fanes, 
"^  Athor,  of  Pthah,  of  Horus,  of  Maut,  and  of  AmuD. 
"^idea  these  gentlemen,  there  was  a  large  company  of 
"•^bie  ladies,  their  wives  and  daughters,  who  came  to  the 
''"nqaet  by  invitation  of  the  Princess  Nelisa,  the  superb 
wd  dark-eyed  wife  of  the  Prince  Hierarch,  and  one  of 
"*  most  magnificent  and  queenly  women  (next  to  the 
Vis^n  herself)  I  have  seen  in  this  laud   of  beautiful 

«  waa  a  splendid  banquet.  The  Lady  Nelisa  pre- 
*Wed  wjtii  matchless  dignity  and  grace.  But  I  have 
^ady  described  a  banquet  to  yoo.    This  was  similar 

**play  and  the  mode  of  entertaining  the  guests. 
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I  was  seated  opposite  the  daughter  of  the  Priest  d 
Mars,  of  whose  beauty  I  have  before  spoken.  She  asked 
mauy  questions,  in  the  most  captivating  way,  about 
Tyre,  and  yourself,  and  the  Phoenician  ladies  generally. 
She  smiled,  and  looked  surprised,  when  I  informed  hei 
that  I  was  betrothed  to  the  fair  Princess  Tliamonda,  lOC 
asked  me  if  she  were  as  fair  as  the  women  of  Egypt  Skk 
inquired  if  Damascus  had  always  been  a  part  of  !%€■ 
nicia,  and  how  large  your  kingdom  was.  When  I  tol 
her  that  your  kingdom  was  composed  of  several  lesM 
kingdoms,  once  independent,  but  now  united  far  east  ^ 
Libanus,  under  your  crown,  she  inquired  if  you  were 
warlike  queen  to  make  such  conquests.  I  replied  tkj 
this  union  of  the  free  cities  of  Phoenicia,  and  of  tft 
cities  of  Coele-Syria  under  your  sceptre,  was  a  volantaa 
one,  partly  for  union  against  the  kings  of 
partly  from  a  desire  to  be  under  so  powerful  and 
a  queen.  She  said  that  if  the  danger  were 
or  you  were  no  more,  the  kings  of  these  independe  ' 
cities  might  dissolve  the  bonds,  and  so  diminish  tB 
splendor  of  the  crown  which  I  was  to  wear.  To  tta 
I  replied,  that  to  bo  king  of  Tyre  and  its  peninsn 
was  a  glory  that  would  meet  my  ambition.  "Yc^- 
said  she,  "for  Tyre  is  the  key  of  the  riches  of  tb 
earth !" 

I  repeat  this  convorsation,  dear  mother,  in  order  t 
'•liow  you  that  the  hiirh-born  daughters  of  Egypt  are  no 
only  allablo  an<l  scnsiljjo,  but  that  they  possess  no  littl 
kn^»wl(Ml«fo  of  other  land?,  and  take  an  interest  in  com 
tries  friendly  to  their  own.  Tlie  grace  and  beauty  c 
this  maiden,  as  will  as  her  modesty,  rendered  her  ooi 
versation  attractive  anl  pleasing     She  is  to  become  th 
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vife  of  a  brave  young  captain  of  the  ch&riot  battalion, 
wlien  he  retoniB  from  the  Ethiopian  war. 

Hy  visit  to  the  pyramids  I  wtil  n<.iw  describe,  dear 
mollier,  although  in  a  letter  to  the  i*rince«  Thaicoiida  I 
lave  pven  a  very  full  account  of  it.  Accompanied  by 
ilie  liierarch  and  a  few  yonng  lords — bif)  frienda  and 
mbfr— we  rode  in  chariots  ont  of  the  gale  of  the  city, 
fimi  the  gnards,  who  made  obcieance  to  the  hi^i- 
priesi,  and  entered  npon  an  avenne  (what  noble  arennea 
we  everywhere  I)  of  treea  growing  upon  a  raised  and 
Urnced  mound  which  bounded  each  side  of  iL  The 
mound  was  emerald-green  with  verdancy,  and  the 
rolnr  of  the  foliage  of  the  palms,  acacias,  and  tainannk 
trees  n-aa  enriched  by  the  bright  Bunshine  as  eecn 
■^ngh  the  pure  atinoephere.  At  inteni-alB  we  paaeed 
I  pair  fif  obelisks,  or  through  a  grand  pylon  of  granite. 
Then  we  came  to  a  beauiifnl  lake — the  L«ke  of  th» 
"^i — where  we  passed  a  procession  of  ghnne&  Efery 
foiOQ  and  all  large  citiw-  have  such  a  lake.  I  will  her* 
•Isle  ita  nee,  which,  like  every  thing  in  Egypt,  ie  a 
fuigioiiB  one.  It  is  connected  with  the  paeaage  of  the 
''**J  from  thia  world  to  the  next ;  for  the  Egyptians  not 
™'y  believe  in  a  future  state,  but  that  rewards  or  pun 
"•"nentfl  await  the  soul.  When  a  person  of  distinction 
""*)  after  the  second  or  third  day  his  body  is  taken 
<*arge  of  by  einbalmere,  a  class  of  persons  whose  occu- 
[*hon  it  is  to  embalm  the  dead.  They  have  booses  in 
llnarter  of  the  city  set  apart  for  this  pnrpoee.  Hen* 
tie  friends  of  the  dead  are  shown  three  models  of  as 
Bunj  different  modes  of  embalmment,  of  which  they 
dlooee  one.  according  to  the  expense  they  are  willing  to 
iDcor.     "The  most  honorabl.'  and    most  costly,"  sairf 
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the  high-priest  to  me,  as  we  were  survejini;  the  Lai 
of  the  Dead,  towards  which  a  procefieion  was  movii 
from  the  city,  when  we  came  before  it,  '*iB  that  i 
which  tlie  body  is  made  to  resemble  Osiris.  And 
custom  prevails  among  us,  that  the  operator  who  lii 
wounds  the  body  with  the  sharp  embalming  flint,  pi 
paratory  to  embalming,  is  odious  by  the  act,  and 
compelled  to  take  to  flight,  pursued  with  execretio 
and  pelted  with  stones.  No  doubt  the  man  we  u 
flying  out  of  a  house  this  morning,  as  we  passed,  w 
one  of  tliese  incisors." 

The  body  remains  seventy  days,  if  that  of  a  persom 
rank,  at  the  embalmers.  It  is  then  either  taken  to  i 
house,  to  be  detained  a  longer  or  shorter  time — acc<»: 
ing  to  the  attachment  of  relatives,  and  their  reluctac 
to  part  with  it— or  is  prepared  for  entombment  Duri 
the  interval  of  seventy  days,  the  mourners  condn 
their  signs  of  lamentation,  which  often  are  excessive 
degree,  such  as  tearing  oflT  raiment,  beating  the  bre^ 
and  pouring  dust  upon  tlie  head.  Tlie  pomp  of  ^ 
burial  of  the  Pharaohs,  I  am  infonned,  is  inconceival 
grand  and  imposing.  Tlie  whole  realm  joins  in  ^ 
rites  and  proccssioTis,  and  every  temple  is  crowded  W 
ducrificers  and  inccMise-burners. 

We  stopped  our  chariots  to  witness  the  funeral  p 
cession  advance  to  the  shore  of  the  lake,  from  the  wi 
street  leading  from  Memphis. 

First  came  seven  musicians,  playing  a  solemn  dil 
upon  lyres,  Ihites,  and  harps  with  four  chords,  lb 
servants  carrying  vases  of  flowers;  and  others  follow< 
bearing  l»a.-»kets  containing  gilded  cakes,  fruit,  and  cryi 
goblets  of  wine      Two  b-ys  led  a  red  culf  for  sacriii 
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iubelulf  of  the  dead,  and  two  othore  cam»d  in  a  Iiasket 
lime  EDov-white  geege,  kIbo  for  eucrifice.  Oihei's  boi'e 
Wntifnl  chairs,  tablets,  napkitis,  and  aumeroua  arlicles 
of  a bonsehold  description  ;  while  othent  elill,  lield  lil^le 
ihrines,  contaiuing  the  household  gods  or  effigies  of  thoir 
tnecetoia.  Seven  men  carryiug  daggers,  fans,  sandale, 
indWE,  each  having  a  napkin  on  hia  shonlder,  followed. 
Salt  1  saw  eight  men  appear,  supporting  a  table;  and 
lying  upon  it,  aa  offerings,  were  embroidered  condica 
sod  lounges,  richly  inlaid  boxes,  and  an  ivory  chariot 
widi  silver  pauels,  which,  with  the  foregoing  articles,  the 
'ligbpriest  iuformed  me  had  belonged  to  Ihe  deceased, 
'to,  froiu  the  cartouch  on  the  chariot,  was  Ttathmes, 
^     "lord  of  the  royal  gardens." 

i^hind  this  cliariot  came  the  charioteer,  with  a  pair 
ofhorseB  caparisoned  with  harness  for  driving,  but  which 
M  led  on  foot  out  of  respect  to  his  late  master,  # 

""tn  came  a  venerable  man,  with  the  features  and 
^*'«  of  the  Hebrew  race.  Surprised  to  sec  one  ot 
""^se  people  anywiiere,  save  wjih  an  implement  of  toil 
"■  Ins  hand,  or  bowed  down  to  the  earth  under  a  burden, 
'  looked  more  closely,  and  recognized  the  face  of  the 
^W  gardener,  Amrami,  or  Amram,  whom  I  had  often 
•wn  in  the  qneen's  garden,  and  wliom  Remeses  liad 
'*»en,  as  it  were,  into  his  service,  as  he  was  his  foster- 
■"her:  for  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  witli  the  nobles  to 
°*'e  Hebrew  nurses  for  their  infants;  on  the  contrary, 
™*y  are  preferred.  When  Itemeses  was  an  infant,  it 
'^'Ws,  therefore,  that  the  wife  of  this  fine-looking  old 
lebrew  was  his  foster-mother,  or  nurse,  I  have  before 
^ken  of  the  striking  ri?Beml)lancc  he  bears  to  Kemeses. 
"^re  he  his  father  (if  I  may  so  speak  of  a  prince  in 
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connection  with  a  slave),  there  could  not  be  a  mi 
greater  likeness. 

Tliis  venerable  man,  who  must  be  full  seveutj  yi 
of  age,  bore  in  his  hand  a  bunch  of  flowers,  invei 
and  trailing,  in  token  that  his  lord  was  no  more, 
was  followed  by  not  less  than  fifty  under-gardeneri,  i 
or  five  of  whom  had  Hebrew  lineaments,  but  the  : 
were  Egyptians  and  Persians, — the  latter  celebrated 
the  culture  of  flowers,  which  are  so  lavishly  used  I 
in  all  the  ceremonies  of  society  and  rites  of  religioiL 

After  them  followed  four  men,  each  bearing  aid 
vase  of  gold,  upon  a  sort  of  canopy,  with  other  offerio 
then  came  a  large  bronze  chest,  borne  by  priests,  < 
tainiiig  the  money  left  to  tlieir  temple  by  the  deceai 
riien,  in  succession,  one  who  bore  his  arms;  anothe 
pruning-hook  of  silver;  another,  his  fans ;  a  fourth, 
signets,  jewelled  collars,  and  necklaces,  displayed  u 
a  cushion  of  blue  silk,  adorned  with  needle-work; 
a  fifth,  the  other  insignia  peculiar  to  a  noble  who 
been  intrusted  with  the  supervision  of  all  the  royal  j 
dens  in  the  Memphite  kingdom. 

Now  came  four  trumpeters  and  a  cymbal-player,  ] 
forming  a  martial  air,  in  which  voices  of  men  ming 
called  "Tlie  Ilvnm  of  Heroes." 

Next  appeared  a  decorated  barge  or  laris, — a  sot 
sacred  boat,  carried  by  six  men,  whom  I  saw  elevat 
view  the  mysterious  "  Eye  of  Osiris ;"  while  others  car 
a  tray  of  blue  images,  representing  the  deceased  un 
tlie  tVrm  of  that  g(Kl,  also  of  the  sacred  bird  emblem 
of  the  soul.  Following  these  were  twelve  men,  bear 
npoTi  yokes  balanced  across  the  shoulders,  baskets 
cases  iilled  with  flowers  and  crystal  bottles  for  libat 
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RnAvere  a  largt?  company  of  Iiired  females,  with  lilleU 
Mpa  their  brows,  beating  their  bared  breaets,  and  tlirow- 
ingdoBtupoQ  their  heads, — now  lamenting  the  dead,  now 
pnidng  his  virtnes. 

Then  came  the  officiating  priest,  his  sacred  leopard- 
sbn  cast  over  his  shonldcre,  bearing  in  hia  hand  tlic 
cenfiCT  and  vase  of  libation,  and  accompanied  by  hin 
ittendantfl  holding  the  various  implements  required  for 
tbc  occasion.  Behind  this  priest  came  a  car,  withoni 
*Iipels,  drawn  by  fonr  white  oxen  and  seven  men,  yoked 
to  it,  while  beside  them  walked  a  chief  officer,  who 
regolaled  the  movements  of  the  proceseion.  Upon  this 
w  was  the  consecrated  boat,  containing  the  ark  or 
teiree.  The  pontiEF  of  the  Temple  of  Horus  walked  by 
■iie  earcophagns,  which  was  decked  with  flowers,  and 
^™ly  painted  with  variooB  emblems.  A  panel,  lef^  open 
ro  one  side,  exposed  to  >iew  the  head  of  the  mummy. 

Finally  came  the  male  relatives  of  Urn  dead,  and  his 
'nenda.  In  hie  honor  the  qneen'a  grand-chamberlain 
ud  the  muster  of  horse  marched  together  in  silence,  and 
*"*'  Bolemn  steps,  leaning  on  tlieir  long  sticks.  Other 
■^^  followed,  whose  rich  dresses,  and  long  walking- 
'^'les,  whiuh  are  the  peculiar  mark  of  an  Egy|>tian  gen- 
l^EJojtQ,  allowed  them  to  be  persons  of  distioction.  A 
'"tie  in  the  rear  of  these  walked  a  yonng  man,  who 
"'f'pped  a  lotus-flower  from  a  basket  at  every  few  steps, 
*'"'  closed  the  long  procession. 

ui  no  couutry  bnt  this,  where  rain  seldom  fftlla,  and 
It  18  always  pleasant  in  the  open  air,  could  such  a  pro- 
««ioQ  safely  appear  bearing  wares  so  delicate  and 
^^-  The  only  danger  to  be  apprehended  is  from 
""""B  of  sand  from  the  desert  beyond  the  pyramids,  ol 


k 
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the  approach  of  which,  howevBr,  the  atmoephere  giTwa 
ftofficient  warning. 

Thifi  letter  is  quite  long  enough,  dear  mother,  aad  1 
cloeo  it,  with  wishee  for  your  happineaa,  and 
tf  the  filial  devotion  of 

Yoorioii, 


i 

1 
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LETTER  XV. 

Cmr  OF  MxMFRv. 

DeABEST  MoTEKB: 

Your  last  letter,  assuring  me  of  your  health,  and 
that  of  the  Princess  Thamonda,  I  received  by  the  chief 
pilot,  Onothis«  who,  in  his  new  and  handsome  galley, 
reached  the  head  of  the  Delta  two  days  ago.  Thence 
he  came  here  in  his  boat,  his  ship  being  too  large,  in 
the  present  depth  of  water,  to  come  up  to  Memphis. 

I  will  now  continue  the  description  of  the  funeral  of 
•*  the  lord  of  the  royal  gardens/'  When  the  proces- 
sion reached  the  steps  leading  down  to  the  sacred  lake, 
the  hearse  was  borne  upon  a  gilded  and  carved  baris, 
the  consecrated  boat  for  the  dead.  This  was  secured  to 
a  decorated  galley  with  sails  and  oars  and  a  spacious 
cabin, richly  painted  with  funeral  emblems.  The  friends 
and  relatives  of  the  deceased  embarked  in  other  barges 
in  waiting,  and  to  the  strains  of  wailing  music,  the  pro- 
cejifiion,  reverently  jnined  by  the  boats  of  sevend  gentle- 
men, in  gay  apparel,  who  were  fishing  on  the  lake, 
crr^^Mrd  to  the  other  side.  Reaching  the  opposite  shore, 
il  fiirmed  again,  as  before,  and  moved  down  *'  the  Street 
of  the  Tombs,"  crossed  a  narrow  plain,  and  entered  the 
gate  of  the  great  burial-place  of  Memphis.    We  slowly 
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followed  the  procession ;  and,  aligliting  from  the  cha 
I  saw  them  take  the  mummy  from  the  sarcophagii 
the  car,  and  place  it  upright  in  a  chamber  of  the  Ui 
An  assistant  priest  then  sprinkled  all  who  were  pre 
with  sacred  water,  and  the  chief-priest  bnmt  inc 
before  an  altar  of  the  tomb,  and  poured  libations  i 
it,  with  other  ceremonies.  To  close  the  scene, 
mummy  was  embraced  by  weeping  friends,  and  a  fui 
dirge  played  by  the  musicians  without,  which  was  ^ 
ly  answered  by  the  mourning  wail  of  woe  from  witl 

Driving  around  the  Acherusis  Lake,  under  the  si 
of  its  solemn  groves,  the  priest  directed  his  chariote 
take  me  in  a^^ain  at  the  irate  of  the  tombs.  Beees 
myself  by  hireide-for  th!  chariotB  of  the  priests,  as 
as  those  of  ladies,  are  provided  with  a  movable  en 
chair  which  holds  two  persons — we  proceeded  i 
direct  line  towards  the  greatest  of  the  three  pyrai 
that  stand  near  Memphis.  We  were  upon  what  is  ci 
"The  Sacred  Way."  It  commenced  at  the  gate 
temple  to  the  god  of  the  winds,  beneath  the  pylo 
which  we  passed,  and  extended  nearly  a  league  in  lei 
over  a  vast  plain  crowded  with  funeral  temples,  m* 
ments,  nj&abolean  porticos,  statues,  and  fountains, 
the  architectural  magnificence  which  is  found  in  o 
avenues,  seemed  to  he  combined  here  to  form  a  r 
road  which  has  no  parallel  on  earth ;  not  even  the 
cohimn-lined  approach  to  the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  a1 
end  of  the  straight  street  in  Damascus,  can  be  comp 
with  it. 

Tliis  noble  thoroughfare,  as  we  drove  slowly  a 
that   I   might   admire   its  grandeur  and   beauty, 
thronged  with  people  going  to  and  coming  from 
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dtt.  There  were  proces^ione  retorning  from  iiaring 
depudted  their  dead  i^  °*le  of  the  manj  tomba  which 
covered  the  vast  pla^"  '  proceeBioiia  of  the  humbler 
ordere,  with  but  few  signs  of  displaj  and  wealth,  pro- 
ceeding, with  real  moamere,  to  the  tomb.  There  were 
gronpa  of  children,  their  hands  filled  with  garlands, 
going  10  place  thera  upon  the  aai-cophague  of  a  departed 
parent;  for  the  cnatom  of  decorating  the  resting-places 
of  Hhe  dead  with  wreathe  often  renewed,  belonge  to 
Egypt  as  well  as  to  Syria. 

"Wb  overtook  a  rich  lady  in  a  gilded  palanquin,  borne 
on  the  ehonlderB  of  fonr  slaves.  She  was  opulently  and 
haniioomely  attired,  and  carried  a  bine  and  green  fan, 
while  an  attendant  walked  behind  and  held  over  her 
head  a  targe  parasol. 

Two  chariots,  containing  young  Egyptian  lords,  dashed 
^y  aa  at  fuU  speed  in  the  excitement  of  a  race,  each 
i^riving  hie  own  ornamented  car,  the  charioteers  standing 
*  I'ttle  in  the  rear. 

People  selling  little  images  of  gods,  or  of  eminent  de- 
'*^ed  persons,  or  fruit,  or  flowers,  or  acarabmi,  and  am- 
•"leie,  were  seated  all  along  t!ic  highway,  upon  pedee 
•^k,  Or  in  ihe  shade  of  statiios  and  tombs;  while  along 
ute  road  walked  sellers  of  vegetables,  and  fowls,  and 
'*'*8d.  Indeed,  the  way  was  crowded  with  life  and  ao- 
*"ity.  With  no  other  people  would  the  avenne  to  its 
-ombe  be  the  most  thronged  of  any,  and  the  favorite  of 
*11  ill  the  city  ;  for  Memphis,  which  extends  from  and 
""eludes  Jizeh,  past  the  pyramids  south  for  six  miles, 
"*fl  noble  streets,  but  none  like  this  loading  to  the  pyra- 
^^  Tlie  Egyptians  say  that  tlio  house  is  but  the  tern- 
(wrary  abode  of  man,  but  :a  the  tombs  his  embalmed 
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body  dwells   forever.      "  Let    us,  therefore,  decc 
our  tombs  with  pamtings  and  art,  and  fill  them 
flowers,  and  adorn  the  homes  which  are  to  be  pei 
nent" 

Hence  the  "  dead-life^'  of  the  sepnlchres  is  not  1< 
reality  to  the  Egyptian  than  bis  life  in  the  city, 
poor,  however,  do  not  find  tombs.  They  are  borie 
graves  or  pits,  like  the  Hebrew  people.  On  the  c 
side  of  the  river  lies  the  most  ancient  bnrial-phu 
Memphis;  but  since  the  construction  of  the  Lak 
the  Dead,  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  cross  the  Nile 
the  dead  must  be  ferried  across  water)  for  intermen 

As  we  drove  on,  we  came  to  a  stately  sepulchre 
fore  which  was  gathered  a  large  multitude.  The  c 
had  just  been  removed  from  a  gorgeous  hearse  anc 
down  upon  the  step  of  the  tomb.  It  was  the  funer 
a  lady.  I  never  saw  any  painting  so  rich  as  that  w 
adorned  the  mnmmy-case.  It  was  an  Osirian  coffin, 
covered  in  every  part  with  columns  of  hieroglyj 
or  emblematical  figures,  among  which  were  represe 
the  winged  serpent,  the  ibis,  the  cynocephalos  or 
genii  of  Amenthe,  and  the  scarabseus. 

"The  hieroglyphics,"  said  my  companion,  "cui 
the  name  and  qualities  of  the  deceased.'' 

At  this  moment  an  official,  partly  in  a  priestly  d 
ndvanced  in  an  imposing  manner,  touched  the  c 
viith  a  wand,  and  said  aloud : 

'*  Approved !    Let  the  good  be  entombed,  and 
their  souls  dwell  in  Amentlie  with  Osiris.    Judgmc 
passed  in  her  favor  I     Lot  her  be  buried  I'' 

Upon  hearing  this  address,  I  asked  the  high-p 
what  it  signified.     He  replied,  with  that  oourte^y  w 
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OBa    atirajs  distingnisbed  his  replies  to  mv  QDmeroae 
qmeetions: 

*'  lliie  act  has  reference  to  the  jodgmmt  of  Omu. 
We  did  not  witneee  s  nmilAr  ceremoD;  at  the  lak^  be- 
nnae  the  deceased  was  brongfat  from  On,  and  had  at- 
readj  been  judged  at  the  croeeing  of  the  Nile  If  w* 
l^d  Booner  seen  this  fonerat  proceesioQ,  which  came 
'>^lj  from  the  city  to  the  lake,  we  fibould  have  beheld 
lortf -two  just  pereons,  chosen  as  judges,  seated  upon  a 
•emicircnlar  stone  bench  along  the  shore." 

"  I  noticed  the  etone  seats,"  I  answered, "  and  intended 
'**  kave  inquired  their  use." 

"Seated  npon  them,  the  forty-two  jadgee  await  the  pru- 
^«88ioii.  The  bariB,  or  gilded  galley,  which  is  to  receive 
^e  body,  is  then  drawn  alongside  of  the  steps.  Before 
It  the  bearen  stop,  and  taming  to  the  judges,  rest  their 
oordeD  OD  the  ground  before  tbem.  Ilien,  while  all  the 
friends  stand  anxioosly  around,  and  hundreds  of  specta- 
tors line  the  shores,  one  of  the  judges  rises  and  asks  if 
^7  one  present  can  lawfully  accuse  the  deceased  of 
liaving  done  wrong  to  any  man.  If  the  dead  has  done 
mj  nstice  or  evil,  his  enemy,  or  the  one  wronged,  or  their 
relatives,  advance  and  make  the  charge.  The  jndgea 
"'eigh  the  accnsatioD,  and  if  it  be  sustained,  the  rites  of 
•^pulchre  are  commanded  not  to  proceed." 

^Qch  a  judgment,  dear  mother,  I  afterwards  witneesed 
"^  Our  return  from  the  pyramids.     It  was  the  fnneral  of 
*  Woman  of  respectability. 
The  accuser  swd,  advanciog  into  the  space  before  the 

*  1  accuse  the  deceased  of  Boffering  her  fkther  to  perish 
if  "Want" 
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'^Tliis  is  a  great  crime  by  our  lawB,'^  said  the  jai 
stemlj ;  "  for,  though  sous  are  not  bound  to  provide 
poor  parents,  daughters  are.    This  she  knew,  and 
able  to  do  it    Where  are  the  proofs  I" 

Tlirce  persons  came  forward  and  bore  testimoDj        tp 
the  fact, 

**  The  deceased  is  not  worthy  to  pass  the  Lake  of  fc^ 
Dead.     The  burial  is  prohibited." 

Uereupon  there  was  a  great  cry  of  woe  on  the  par^  a 
the  mortified  relations ;  and  the  mummy,  without  bex^ 
permitted  to  enter  tlie  sacred  baris,  was  retaken  to  tJw 
city,  where  in  a  shrine  in  the  house  it  will  remain  abo^ve- 
grouud  for  years ;  until  finally,  after  certain  ceremonm^ 
it  is  permitted  to  be  ignomiuiously  entombed  in  ^  ^2m 
sepulchre  of  the  evil." 

This  accusation  and  judgment,  dear  mother,  is  a  strik* 
mg  illustration  of  the  veneration  and  respect  child.K"eB 
are  exj)ected  to  pay  to  their  parents  in  EgypL 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  accusation  is  not  6U8taiim.^<L 
the  accusers  are  stoned  away  by  the  friends,  wlio  then  nw  ^^'^ 
great  joy  unite  in  a  eulogy  of  the  dead,  and  joined  bj^     •" 
the  people  i)resent  pray  the  gods  below  to  receive  hiirr:^^ 
dwell  among  the  pious  dead.     In  the  eulogy,  they  sp^S^ 
only  of  viriues — i)rai6ing  his  learning,  his  integrity,      ^ 
justice,  liis  piety, his  temperance,  and  truthfulness;  bnC    ^ 
nieiitioii  is  made  of  rank,  since  all  Egyptians  aredeen.^^ 
Cipuiily  noble.     Such  an  onleal  has  no  doubt  a  great   '^ 
dueuce  upon  the  living  Kgyptian;  (or  he  is  certain  tl»^ 
at  his  death  every  act  of  injustice  he  has  committed  wiZ' 
he  brou«rht  up  before  the  forty-two  judges,  and  if  fouw 
guilty,  he  will  be  denied  sepulture,  while  infamy  will  ber 
attached  to  his  memory. 
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iat,"1  aeked  of  mj  companion,  the  higbprieat, 

state  of  the  deceased  soul  after  dealb !" 

it,  O  prince,"  said  be,  "  is  one  of  the  mysteries. 

yon  hare  been  initiated  Into  tbe  knowledge  of 

itio  books  in  your  own  land,  I  will  explain  to  yon 

ir  books  of  the  dead  teach.     We  priests  of  Apis 

believe  with  those  of  Osiris  at  On." 

lat  b  their  faith !"  I  asked. 

It  the  sonl  of  tnan  is  immortal  (which  we  all  be- 

he  added  positively ;  "  that  when  the  body  de- 
le  sonl  enters  into  and  is  bom  in  the  form  of  a 
inimal ;  and  when  it  has  gone  tlie  roand  of  the 
of  all  terrestrial  and  marine  animal?,  and  of  all 
ireatures,  it  enters  again  into  the  body  of  an  in- 
ite  birth." 

jsibly  in  this  belief,"  1  remarked,  "  is  found  the 
for  preserving  the  hnman  body  as  long  as  poesi- 
embalming  it,  thns  keeping  off  the  transmigratioii 
ml  into  a  brute  as  long  as  possible." 
thout  doubt,"  he  replied,  "  embalming  the  dead 
it  of  the  doctrine  of  transmigration  of  souls.  The 
performed  by  a  soul  in  this  series  of  inhabitationB 
orms  of  animals,  is  three  thousand  years  in  dnra- 
3nch  is  the  belief  of  the  priests  of  the  Sun.  This 
igration  is  not  connected  either  with  reward  or 
nent,  but  it  is  a  necessity  of  its  creation  that  the 
ould  accomplish  the  whole  circuit  of  the  king- 
'  animated  nature  ere  it  again  enters  a  haman 

Our  doctrine  of  metempsychosis  only  bo  far  em- 
this,  as  to  make  Osiris  send  back  the  transgress- 
il  from  Amenthe  to  earth,  to  dwell  in  the  body 
w  as  a  punishment ;  and  when  its  probation  ii 
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passed,  we  allow  an  nitimate  return  to  the  Diviz 


sence." 


"  What  is  this  tribunal  of  Osiris  f "  I  asked. 

"  The  dead  carry  with  them  to  the  tomb  a  |  a] 
on  which  is  written  their  address  to  the  gods,  an 
deeds  which  entitle  them  to  admission  into  He 
When  the  soul  leaves  the  grave,  it  is  received  bj  B 
son  of  Osiris,  and  conducted  to  the  gates  of  Amend 
the  regions  of  the  gods.  At  the  entrance,  a  dog 
four  heads— of  the  wolf,  lion,  serpent,  and  bear — 1 
guard.  Near  the  gate,  which  is  called  the  Gra 
Truth,  sits  the  goddess  of  Justice,  with  her  gig 
scales  of  gt)Id  between  her  and  the  Gate  of  T 
Sard  bj  sits  tlie  god  Thoth,  with  a  tablet  and  st 
rhe  scales  are  superintended  by  the  deity  An 
Through  tlie  open  gate  the  throne  of  Osiris  is  vi 
with  the  deity  upon  it. 

"  As  Ilorus  advances  with  the  soul  to  the  CJt 
Truth,  as  if  to  enter,  the  goddess  of  Justice  comn 
him  to  stop,  that  the  sum  of  its  deeds,  both  good 
evil,  may  be  weighed  and  recorded. 

'^  Anubis  then  ])laces  a  vase  containing  all  the  hi 
virtues  in  one  scale,  and  the  heart  of  the  decease 
eometimes  the  soul  itself,  in  the  other.  Horus  re 
;lie  result,  which  the  god  Thoth  inscribes  upon  his 
tablet.  Tlie  dog  watches  the  issue  of  the  weighing 
eyes  red  with  furious  longing  to  devour  the  soul.  I 
sum  of  its  good  deeds  predominates,  Ilorus,  takiLg 
one  hand,  and  the  tablet  of  Thoth  in  the  other,  ai 
ces  into  the  hall,  where  his  father,  Osiris,  is  seated 
the  throne,  holding  his  crook  and  flagelloDL,  and  i 
ing  the  report  from   the  hand  of  his  soa     The 
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poach  the  throne  betweeu  four  genu  of  Amenthe,  and 

tSomo  before  three  deities  who  sit  in  iroax  of  the  throne. 

Theae  ask  if  he  lias  been  weighed,  uid  Honu  e&hibha 

to  each  tiie  tablet  of  Thotb.     Ther  then  permit  him  bo 

Inas.    Horus  uow  stauds  befure  Usiris,  with  tiie  sdol  bf 

hu  Bido,  and  pi-escnts  the  tablet,  vhidi  the  dotjr  takes 

I   Irom  his  sod's  hand.     If  satisfied  bv  ui  inspecticn  of  the 

,  tablet,  which  records  not  onlj  the  rirtues  hot  erery 

«rror  of  the  soul's  life  on  earth,  Otiria  [treseuts  him  witli 

SD  ostrich  feather,  the  emblem  of  truth.     One  <ii  the 

fttw  deities  then  gives  him  «  vase  containing  sll  the 

littaei,  his  few  sitis  being  pardoned :  a  second  offers 

luffl  s  jewelled  band  for  the  forehead,  on  which  is  ia- 

xnibed  in  diamonds  the  word  '  justified ;'  and  the  tbin) 

inKnts  hira  with  the  emblem  of  life.     He  is  now  re- 

Srind  by  Isis,  and  condacted  through  gates  of  gold  that 

1^  with  divine  music,  and  enters  into  scenes  of  eeiet- 

0*1  beauty  and  splendor ;  palaces  of  the  gods  become  hit 

^e,  he  reposes  by  heavenly  rivers  of  crystal  beanty, 

*>nilerB  through  fields  of  delight,  and  d'irells  with  the 

"^'i  of  the  Sun,  and  atl  the  immortal  gods,  in  glory  ten 

'flstile  and  endless." 

'Hie  hierarch  said  all  this  with  great  animation,  and 
'"te  a  man  who  believes  what  be  utters.  I  was  deeply 
interested- 

"And  what,  my  lord  priest,  becomes  of  the  Bonl 
^nich  cannot  meet  the  scales  of  justice  with  confidence^ 
*liose  evil  deeds  outweigh  his  good  ones  ?" 

"Such  a  soul  does  not  see  Osiris,  nor  the  farther 

nWTens  where  ho  dwells  illumined  by  the  glory  of  the 

le  disk  of  the  Ijord  of  the  Sun.     The   reprobate 

itdoes  not  behold  the  Eye  of  Osiris,  nor  repose  in  its 
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pnio  light.  It  is  not  manifested  to  the  sacred  deities 
tlie  inner  heavens,  nor  does  he  hear  the  voice  of  tl 
great  god,  saying,  ^TIiou  art  justified,  O  sonll  £d1 
thou  the  Gate  of  Truth.' 

^^  K  the  soul  is  all  wicked,  with  no  yirtues,  then  Hch 
releases  its  hand  with  horror,  and  the  dog  devours  t 
wretched  being  in  a  moment.  But  if  he  has  one  or  t' 
virtues — such  as  honoring  his  parents,  having  saved 
human  life,  or  fed  tlie  hungry — then  he  is  not  giv 
over  to  the  monster ;  but  Ilorus,  with  a  sad  aspect,  leu 
him  to  the  throne  of  Osiris,  who,  reading  the  dark  U 
let  of  Thoth,  stcnily  inclines  his  sceptre  in  token  of  c< 
demnation,  and  pronounces  judgment  upon  him  acco] 
ing  to  his  sin,  when,  Ilorus  leaving  him,  two  evil  go 
from  the  realms  of  Typhon  appear  and  lead  him  fortl 

'*  What  is  the  punishment  ordained!" 

"  To  be  led  back  to  the  gate  of  Truth  and  deliver 
to  Justice,  who,  without  a  head,  sits  thereat.  The  ffl 
dess  seals  the  sentence  of  Osiris  upon  the  forehead 
the  unclean  eoul,  and  instantly  it  assumes  the  form  oi 
pig,  or  some  other  base  animal.  Tlie  god  Thoth  tb 
calls  up  two  monkeys,  who  take  the  condemned  soul 
a  boat  and  ferry  it  back  to  the  world,  while  the  bri^ 
l)y  which  it  came  from  the  earth  is  cut  down  by  A^J 
bis,  in  the  form  of  a  man  with  an  axe." 

*'  As  every  thing  in  Egj'ptian  mythology  is  8yinl>* 
cal,  wliat  is  the  ^ignilication  of  these  monkeys!" 

"  Monkeys  are  emblems  of  Tlioth,  the  god  of  tiim 
he  answered.  '^Tlie  books  of  our  mvsteries  teach  il 
tlie  human  race  began  with  the  monkey,  and  progT 
^ively  advanced  to  man.  Osiris,  by  his  judgment,  ci 
demns  the  unclean  soul  to  the  level  of  the  monk 
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I,  tnt  first  commands  it  to  enter  a  swine's  body, 
ie&nefit  of  all  beasts,  and  make  ilB  vay  tlirongli 
lie  circle  of  animal  creation,  back  to  the  mon- 
1  np  tbrough  the  black,  barbaric  races  of  men, 
re  arms  like  apes,  to  true  man  himself.  Tlien, 
pirtne  and  rejecting  liis  former  vices,  he 
I  tu^  after  deatli  finally  attain  to  the  mansions  of  the 
I  Uwed,  in  the  presence  of  Osiris,  Bnt  1  should  add, 
I  Sm  woIb  of  bodiee  nnburied  can  never  enter  the  Oatc 
I  of&ath." 

Here  we  came  in  sight  of  the  gigantic  pjlon  that 

flpaa  to  the  Temple  of  tlie  Pyramid  of  Cheops,  and  the 

'  Uentch  ceased  speaking.     He  had,  however,  but  litde 

'o  sdd,  for  his  explanations  covered  all  the  ground  of 

I  By  inquiries. 

Bine,  dear  mother,  have  I  presented  to  yon  the  sys- 
^  of  worship  in  this  wondorliil  land.  I  will  now 
proceed  to  a  deBcription  of  my  visit  to  the  pyramids, 
'fiich,  in  enblinie  majesty,  occupied  tlie  whole  horizon 
u  We  advanced  beyond  tho  plain  of  the  tombs.  At  the 
extremity  of  the  paved  causeway  of  this  stately  "  Ave- 
"neof  the  Dead,"  leading  from  the  Nile  to  the  pyrsr 
""Js,  we  beheld  the  three  great  triangular  mountains  of 
Ppaiitic  art  obliqnely,  so  that  they  were  grasijed  by  the 
*ye  in  one  grand  view.  But  the  lofty  mass  of  Cbeoi>8 
'ttioiediately  before  us,  at  the  end  of  the  avenue,  chal- 
leuge^  the  eye  and  whole  attention  of  the  observer. 
'w  a  moment,  as  we  dashed  onward  in  onr  brilliantly 
Pointed  chariot,  onr  steeds  tossing  their  plumed  heads 
"  ^  prond  of  their  housings  of  gold  and  needle  work, 
'^  lost  sight  of  the  ]>yraniid  by  the  interposition  of  the 
S'KiQtic  wings  of  the  Gate  of  the  Pyramida.     The«e 
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wings  were  towers  of  Syenite  rock,  one  hnndrec 
twenty  feet  in  height,  looking  down  from  their  tv 
painted  and  sculptured  story  upon  the  tope  of  the 
est  pahns  that  grew  on  each  side  of  the  entrance, 
gate  was  guarded  by  priests,  who  wore  a  close  i 
helmet,  and  held  in  their  hands  a  short  sword 
sheath  of  which  hung  to  a  belt  of  leopard's  skin.  ' 
were  young  men,  numbering  in  all  three  hundred 
sixty,  corresponding  to  the  days  of  the  former  Egy 
year ;  while  their  five  captains  typify  five  days  a 
by  the  gods. 

^  These  young  men,"  said  the  high-priest,  ^^  ar 
sons  of  warlike  fathers.  They  desire  to  become  pr 
and  are  now  in  their  novitiate ;  but  after  a  year's 
vice  as  guards  to  the  greatest  of  temples,  they  wi 
advanced  to  a  higher  degree,  and  exchange  the  s 
for  the  shepherd's  crook ;  and  thence  they  rise  t 
bearers  of  libation  vases,  and  assistants  in  sacrifioa 

We  passed  under  the  lofty  pylon,  which  was  spa 
oy  a  bronze  winged  sun,  saluted  by  sixty  of  the  g 
on  duty ;  this  being  the  number  of  each  of  the  six  b 
into  which  they  are  divided.  As  soon  as  we  ent 
the  court  of  the  gate,  a  sight  of  inconceivable  gran 
burst  upon  me.  Imagine  a  double  colonnade  oi 
most  magnificent  pillars  which  art  could  create,  ext 
ing  on  each  side  of  an  open  way  a  thousand  cnbi 
length.  At  the  end  of  the  grand  vista,  behold  crou 
at  full  length,  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  elevated 
on  which  the  pyramids  stand,  and  in  an  attitude  of 
nal  repose,  with  an  aspect  of  majesty  and  benignit 
conceivable  in  the  human  lineaments,  an  andro-s[ 
of  colossal  size  having  the  face  of  a  warriw.    Altb 
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itrttebed  on  the  earth,  with  its  foro-paw8  extended,  the 
munit  of  the  brow  is  seventy  feet  above  the  eaxth. 
SutsnbUitie  image  is  emblematical,  like  all  Egyptian 
ipluniea,  and  represents  etrengtli  or  power  combined 
liAiatdlect.  The  face  I  at  once  recognized  to  be  that 
tf  Qiephres,  as  seen  npoo  his  obelisk  at  Khoda,  aggran- 
&ed  bj  the  vastness  of  its  proportions  to  the  aspect  of 

horn  my  companion,  the  prince-hierarch,  I  learned 
•Wbegnn  by  an  ancient  Pbaraob  of  the  eame  name, 
■Mof  tbe  kings  of  the  oldest  dynasty,  who  conceived 
^  idea  of  chiselling  into  these  grand  proportions  a  mass 
rffock,  which,  projecting  from  the  Libyan  hills,  nearly 
I  HttrocCed  the  view  of  the  principal  pyramid. 
I  Ve  were  here  forbidden  to  advance  in  onr  chariot, 
I  'M  the  footmen,  who  had  never  left  the  side  of  the 
"  ooreee,  however  swillly  our  charioteer  might  drive, 
*Wg!it  them  by  the  head,  and  we  alighted. 

*  bid  leisnre  now  to  contemplate  the  scene  before 

""^    Hie  personatioii  of  majesty,  the  sphinx,  fills  the 

'^^th  of  the  approach  between  the  massive  pillars  of 

**  colonnade.    Between  his  fore-paws,  which  extend 

^3"  feet,  while  the  body  is  nearly  three  times  this  mea»- 

^1  stands  a  beantifol  temple  faced  vrith  oriental  aU- 

^"•W.    His  bead  is  crowned  with  a  helmet  slightly  con- 

^^1  upon  which,  like  a  crest,  is  affixed  the  sacred  nnens 

*«rpent,  shining  with  gold.     The  cape  or  neck  baud 

the  helmet  is  of  scales,  colored  bine,  red,  green,  and 

^^ige,  intermingled  with  gilding.     A  great  and  fall 

^**d  deswnds  over  his  breast,  immediately  nnder  which. 

•*<i  between  his  feet,  is  the  summit  of  the  temple  where 

*^»ifices  are  daily  ofiort-   to  the  god.     Above  his  tow- 
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ering  brow  soars  the  mighty  pjramid  before  which  thii 
colossus  keeps  guard. 

*'  The  majesty  of  this  image,  O  prince,^  Baid  the  higb' 
priest,  as,  leaning  at  every  step  upon  his  slender  acadl 
rod,  he  walked  by  my  side,  "  impresses  you.** 

^^It  is  the  most  majestic  of  all  the  gods  of  Egypt,"! 
answered. 

''  Yes.    Its  age  is  nearly  coeval  with  the  pyramid." 

^^  On  the  pyramidion  base  of  the  left  obelisk  in  front  ol 
the  temple  of  Osiris,  have  I  not  seen  reposing  four  imiD 
sphinxes  copied  from  this  t" 

^'Thou  hast  seen  them.    That  obelisk  is  many 
old ;  yet  long  before  it,  was  this  sphinx-god^  as  sUent, 
jcstic,  and  immovable  in  eternal  repose  as  yon  behoU 
him  now." 

At  tlie  termination  of  the  avenue  of  direct  approsck 
we  descended  an  inclined  plane  to  a  platform  of  marb^^ 
on  which  is  an  image  of  Osiris  in  stone,  and  were  bron^ 
nearly  opposite  the  lower  part  of  its  face.  Then  anotb^ 
flight  of  steps,  cased  with  polished  porphyry,  bron^l' 
us  on  a  level  with  the  top  of  the  temple.  In  the  ceti«* 
of  this  ^evel  platform  stands  a  statue  of  Horns,  casfe 
bronze.  Tlience  descending  another  flight  of  thi^ 
broad  steps,  we  stood  in  the  space  between  the  enorm^^ 
feet  of  the  si)liinx,  and  directly  before  the  beanti* 
temple. 

Our  gnidual  approach  in  this  descent,  during  wh^^ 
the  Fpliinx  wji3  kej)!  constantly  in  view,  rising  above  ' 
lis  we  descendcMl,  hei«^htened  the  impressions  first  mM^ 
u]M>Ti  nie  by  its  colossal  size ;  and  I  beheld,  with  n^^ 
I'niotions  of  sublimity,  its  ]H«ture  of  repose  and  Cftb^ 
majesty  of  aspect 


.J 
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A  priest,  in  the  full  costume  of  his  aacred  office,  atood 
i  the  Jix)r,  and  preceded  by  him  we  entered.     As  it 
Via  tlie  hoar  of  oblatiou,  he  held  a  ceneer  in  hie  hand, 
Bd  approaching  an  altar  before  a  granite  tablet  at  the 
wd  of  the  temple,  he  invoked  the  niyBterious  god.     Tha 
Umple  hae  no  roof,  hut  is  cxquisitoly  decorated  and  paint- 
ed with  Bacred  symbols.    On  each  side  6tanda  a  tablet  of 
timeelone.     The  tablet  over  the  altar  is  inscribed  with 
^  name  of  the  designer  of  the  sphinx,  Menes,  the  firat 
nwHal  king  after  the  general  overflow  of  the  mountains, 
wd  iJBo  with  the  destmction  of  the  gigantic  gods  by  the 
opriBing  of  onknown  oceans  npon  the  globe.     The  tablet 
ooldfl  bifl  shield,  and  on  it  is  pictured  the  escape  of  the 
'    lOD  of  the  ancient  gods,  in  a  ship,  which  ia  resting  npon 
'  nomtain  peak.     In  this  tradition,  mother,  we  find 
fEpeated  our  Pbcenician  history  of  the  flood,  before  the 
«aysof  the  first  kings.     "Without  doubt  all  nations  retain 
'  aimiljf  tradition-     Upon  the  same   tablet   is   also   a 
'^^■'ewQtation  of  a  later  king  offering  incense  and  liba- 
_5°D8  to  the  god  to  whom  the  sphinx  is  consecrated, 
'^e  tablets  on  the  side  also  represent  kings  offering 
P^^er  to  the  god.    The  floor  ia  beantifuUy  tesselated 
7^t  variegated  stones ;  and  on  all  sides  are  ivory  or 
^'"er   tables,  covered  with  beautifully  shaped  vasea, 
^•itainiDg  offerings  of  worshippers.    There  are,  besidei, 
^  shrines  before  the  altar,  npon  each  of  which  rests  ft 
^'^en  crown,  gifts  of  kings  of  other  lands.    'Without 
t^^tion  this  temple  of  the  sphinx  is  the  richest  in  Egypt 
"^  giiU,  as  well  as  most  honored  by  its  Pharaohs.    Is  it 
''**t  the  vestibule  to  the  grand  pyramidal  temple  which 
■  tho  tomb  of  the  first  mortal  king? 

Bnt,  my  dear  mother,  I  must  not  linger  at  the  feet  of 
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the  sphinx.  Lc^aving  the  temple,  we  ascended  o 
two  broad  Btair-coses,  and  inounting  to  a  Bucceasion  < 
races,  adorned  with  statues  of  gods,  the  vast  bnlk  i 
sphinx  being  on  our  right,  we  reached  a  noble 
platform  behind  the  image,  upon  which  stands  ai 
cient  figun>,  in  coarse  marble,  worn  by  age,  of  Che{ 
tlie  Great..  He  Btamps  a  sea-dragon  under  his  feet 
upon  his  capped  head  is  tlie  beak  of  a  galley,  wii 
liead  and  wings  of  a  dove.  In  this  symbol,  dear  mc 
behold  again  the  representation  of  tlie  deluge,  anc 
dove  that  guided  the  ship  which  held  Chephrei 
Chephres,  and  his  father,  the  god  Noachis,  or  Noa} 
When  we  liad  gained  this  terrace,  we  beheld  b 
OS  both  pyramids,  and  between  them  the  pjlon 
vast  temple,  which,  extending  its  great  arms  on 
side,  embnu'ed  the  twin  pyramids  in  one  god-like 
fice,  of  grandeur  and  dimenaiona  immeasurable  u 
eye,  and  overpowering  to  the  imagination.  To  ez] 
more  clearlv  what  I  beheld  :  Between,  but  in  adv 
of  them,  towertMl  a  colossal  pylon,  to  which  each  j 
mid  was  a  wing,  nnite<l  by  a  wall  of  brick,  ninety 
high,  encased  with  marble.  Tliis  central  temph 
pylon,  was  as  massive  and  solemn  in  its  aspect  ai 
pyramids  which  fnnne<l  its  propyla.  For  a  few  mon 
r  stood  and  gjiz»»d  with  awe.  Until  the  spectator  n 
en  the  terrace,  tlie  whole  effect  is  not  perceived : 
though  the  central  temple  is  visible,  even  frt>ni  the  ! 
c^t  the  Dead,  it  a})peHrs  as  if  merely  intervening ; 
.'>nly  on  the  terraer  before  which  the  sphinx^  xhi 
guntic  watcher  betore  th(»  pyramids,  repoeea«  thai 
whole  grand  di^tiiirn  is  comprehended.  Had  I  beei 
at  onee  brnnght  in  sight  of  tlie  IIon«e  of  Osiria^  ii 
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■Mlm  of  tbe  gods,  I  ehontd  not  have  been  more  over- 
■Wed  and  impreffied. 

Tldg  temple,  built  of  brick,  with  marble  caaiDg,  baa 
n  it»  ontline  the  niinooB  aspect  of  great  age,  and  b  not 
m  at  good  preserv^ation  as  the  pyramids,  altboiigh  sub- 
wqaently  erected,  not  as  an  after-thought,  but  in  keep- 
ing a-it}]  ihe  great  design. 

B[tt  a  v-lshor  is  announced  as  in  the  hall  of  reception ; 
before,  at  present,  dear  mother,  farewell, 

SaaosTHis. 


J^ 
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LETTER    XVI. 


OiTT  OV  Ov 


Mt  hovobrd  Ain>  deab  Mother: 


1  HAVE  described  my  chariot  ride  through  t 
plain  of  tombs,  along  the  magnificent  cansewaj,  whJ 
extends  from  the  Lake  of  the  Dead  to  the  feet  of  i 
sphinx.  All  that  I  beheld  of  the  grandeur  of  the  m^ 
uments  showed,  that  the  Egyptians  of  past  generati< 
who  built  thera,  and  lie  buried  here,  were  a  popolc 
and  powerful  nation,  in  advance  of  all  others  in  the  m 
of  life ;  since  not  only  do  the  cities  for  the  living,  1 
the  "  Homes  of  the  Dead,"  attest  their  taste  and  Id 
for  the  beautiful  and  sublime  in  nature  and  art  1 
culmination  of  all  Egyptian  marvels  in  architecture 
the  sphinx-guarded  pyramidal  temple. 

We  approached  the  central  pylon  along  a  pa^ 
court,  across  which  two  hundred  chariots  could  h^ 
driven  in  a  line.  Tliis  court  was  entirely  surround 
by  a  double  row  of  majestic  columns,  with  the  lotuft^I 
capitals  I  have  before  described.  The  vastness  of  tbi 
proportions  seemed  to  be  increased  by  contrast  witS 
group  of  priests,  who  looked  like  pigmies  in  sice  as  tb 
8tood  by  their  bases.  Tlie  gigantic  entablature,  whi< 
!iTMted  their  summits,  was  covered  with  sacred  symbol 
richly  colored,  and  crowned  with  statues  of  kingB|  hew 
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oot  of  the  dark-graj  granite  of  Ethiopia.  But  some  of 
these  were  mutilated  by  Time,  which,  indeed,  had 
thrown  ita  mantle  of  decay  over  the  whole, — pillars., 
mrchitecturc,  and  sculpture;  for  this  court  is  coeyal 
with  the  sphinx  crouched  at  its  entrance,  and  but  a 
little  later  than  the  two  pyramids.  In  a  few  centunes, 
decay  will  have  brought  the  mighty  fabric  to  the  earth; 
fur,  massive  as  it  looks,  it  is  built  of  brick,  covered  with 
pictured  stucco;  but  the  pyramids  of  stone,  whicli  have 
witiistood  the  Upse  of  ages  beyond  history,  will  last  ai 
long  as  the  everlasting  hills  of  granite  from  which  their 
enormous  blocks  were  hewn. 

Piusing  beneath  the  great  portal,  we  found  ourselves 

hi  the  sacred  scjuaro  of  the  temple  of  the  Pyramids,  and 

I  could  now  perceive  tlie  mighty  design.     Coimecte<I 

by  stupendous  columnar  wings,  the  pyramids  rose  in 

•ublime  grandeur  on  eitlier  liand.    Their  summits  shone 

with  the  liglit  of  the  setting  sun,  which,  reflected  from 

the  polished  casing  of  the  pictured  tiles  yet  remaining 

near  the  top,  and  thnt  once  covered  the  whole  surface 

from  base  to  apex,  lent  a  splendor  to  them  indescribable. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  quadrangle,  formed  by  the 

temple  in  front  and  the  bases  of  the  pyramids  on  the 

two  sidcs^  is  a  dark  grove  of  palms,  intermingled  with 

catuee  and    altars;  and    beyond  rise    the  dark   hills 

of    Libya — a  fitting   and  solemn   background   to   the 

<ccn€. 

About  the  summit^}  of  the  QueeuV  Pyramid,  which  is 
a  little  smaller  than  the  other,  tliough  it  appears  to  be 
of  equal  lieiglit,  fri>m  tlie  superior  elevation  of  the  plat- 
form of  rock  on  which  it  stands,  soared  flocks  of  the 
white  ibis,  tlieir  snow-white  wings  flashing  like  pinions 
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of  silver  ats  they  wheeled  in  mid-air.     At  that  itnm^iMg 
height  they  looked  no  larger  than  sparrows. 

A  statue  of  Ilorus,  whose  name  I  had  also  seen  ia 
scribed  on  the  tablet  of  the  temple  of  the  Sphinx,  rm 
a  colossal  monolith  in  the  centre  of  the  quadrangle^ 
with  one  of  Tlioth  upon  his  right,  and  another  of  AniibW 
on  his  left  hand.    These  figures  were  symbolical  of  iliv 
funereal  use  of  the  pyramids  between  which  they  stood. 

After  walking  anamd  the  cohinmed  avenue  of  tti* 
great  mausoleum,  we  began  the  ascent  of  the  larg«^ 
pyramid,  known  as  that  of  Cheops ;  the  other  bearinj 
the  nanu*  of  Cliephres,  as  the  high-priest  informs  r»-"i® 
and  the  tliird,  which  towers  in  its  own  unaided  grsnA^^ 
farther  to  the  south,  being  tliat  of  Pharaoh-Men-Cheri«^*^ 
We  found  the  ancent  extremely  difficult — ^indeed^  ' 
ancient  times  it  must  have  been  im]K)6sible,  when  * 
polished  and  beautiful  casing  remained  entire ;  but  C  t^ 
having  been  removed  by  time  and  accident  in  m^^* 
places,  and  purposely  in  others,  a  path,  if  it  may  h&  ^^ 
termed,  ia  made  to  the  summit.  We  were  aided  ^^ 
attendants  of  the  temple,  who  from  long  practice  asccnC^ 
with  ease,  assisting  also  those  strangers  who  woul(^ 
climb  the  perilous  height. 

As  we  reached  half-way,  a  block,  which  had  been 
removed  from  its  place  either  by  the  irresistible  forw 
of  a  sirocco  from  the  desert,  or  by  lightning,  gave  the 
higli-priest  and  myself  a  welcome  resting-place. 

As  we  stood  here  a  few  moments,  I  looked  down 
Qpon  the  prospect  below.  Tlie  sight  at  first  made  me 
dizzy,  f  >r  we  were  elevated  four  hundred  feet  aboTe  the 
biise.  I  seemed  to  be  suspended  uptm  wings  aboTc 
an  abyss,  and  a  dreadful  de«ire  to  throw  mjaelf  ooi 
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ito  mid-air  seized  me ;  so  that  to  resist  it  I  closed  m^ 
fea  and  clang  firmlj  to  the  attendant  It  soon  passed 
BT,  and  I  gazed  down  npon  the  vast  quadrangle,  the 
eraons  in  which  looked  no  bigger  than  ants,  while  the 
me  colossi  of  the  gods,  in  the  centre,  were  reduced  to 
le  natoral  size  of  men. 

Opposite,  not  six  hundred  cubits  distant,  stood  Che- 
»hres.  From  each  pyramid  swept  the  avenues  of  col- 
imns  and  the  great  wall  connecting  both  with  the  central 
emple  and  its  pylon.  From  the  grove  of  pahns,  curled 
up  into  the  pure  orange-colored  atmosphere  a  blue  cloud 
^f  incense,  where  some  priest  offereil  at  one  of  its  shrines. 

Again  we  mounted  upwards,  and  after  incredible 
fatigue,  gained  the  summit — ^not  without  peril,  for  a  slip 
of  the  foot  or  the  hand,  each  block  being  as  high  as  a 
B>an^«  neck,  would  prove  fatal.  Indeed,  more  than  one 
'fe  baB  been  lost  in  falling  down  the  side  of  the  pjra- 
ud.  A  prince  of  Midian,  a  country  in  Arabia,  lost  his 
^<E^  last  century  by  losing  his  hold  and  falling  from 
ij^phrcs,  which  is  more  difficult  of  ascent  than  Cheope, 
^  Chophu),  as  the  priests  there  call  its  name. 
How  shall  I  describe  to  you,  my  dear  mother,  the 
^tie  which  burst  upon  my  vision,  a?  I  ^i^azed  about  me 
'•Jri  this  mountain-like  elevation  !  As  I  ascended,  the 
^  "^{iect  of  tlie  country  enlarged  at  every  step,  but 
^^*  I  seemed  to  behold  the  earth  itself  spread  out 
^'•ieath  me.  Tlio  place  where  we  stood,  which  looks 
^'tii  l.««]ow  like  a  Bhaq>  ai>ex,  is  a  platfitrm  <»overal 
cubits  across,  on  which  twenty  men  could  stand  or 
iftove  about  with  ease. 

I  can  give  yon  no  adequate  conception  of  the  scene  I 
boLeld.     First,  the  vallev  of  the  Nile  was  viBible,  ex 
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tending  for  many  league  to  the  right  and  left 
resembling  a  green  belt  a  few  miles  wide,  thi 
which  tlie  river  flowed  like  a  silver  band — while 
its  borders  countless  cities  were  set  like  preciooB  Bt 
It  was  a  gorgeous  and  magnificent  assemblage  of  c 
temples,  palaces,  obelisks,  villas,  gardens,  mommi 
avenues  of  trees  and  sphinxes,  sepulchres,  aqned 
Btatue-lined  causeways,  galleys  and  pleasure  ba 
chariots,  horses,  and  multitudes  of  people.  Nor  sh 
I  omit  what  now  became  visible  in  one  field  of  viei 
the  north  and  south.  I  mean  not  less  than  one  hon 
pyramids,  all  much  smaller  than  the  mighty  triad, 
each,  had  not  the  others  been  up-builded,  would  1 
been  a  marvel  of  grandeur. 

^^Tliose  are  all  tombs  of  kings,  but  of  a  later 
than  this  one,"  said  the  hierarch,  looking  towards  tl 
^^Each  monarch,  at  the  commencement  of  his  reign, 
the  foundation  of  a  pyramid.  He  built  first  a  s 
one,  containing  his  sarcophagus  and  sepulchral  chan 
Then  every  year  he  added  to  the  outside  a  com] 
layer  of  stones,  which,  after  many  years,  extende 
base,  and  increased  its  elevation  in  like  proport 
Therefore  the  size  of  the.  pyramids  marks  the  ag 
which  the  king  lived." 

"Then,"  said  I,  "the  kings  who  built  the  mniti 
of  lesser  pyramids,  which  we  behold  in  the  dist 
must  have  had  nmch  shorter  lives  than  the  bnildc 
these  vast  piles." 

"You  are  right,  O  prince,"  he  said.    **Wher 
pyramid,  on  which  we  now  stand,  and  its  compai 
were  bnilded,  men's  lives  were  of  the  duration  €d  a 
sand  years  " 
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"  That  was  before  the  tjsditional  delnge  t"  I  rejfUed 
with  Burpriee  and  inlerest. 

"Trne,  O  Prince  of  Tjrel"  he  airawored  "These 
t«ij  great  pyramids,  sar  oar  eacred  Ixxike,  were  the 
*«rii  of  the  giante  who  lived  in  the  days  before  the  flood 
,  S4  NoBcbifi,  or  Noiah.  Hiev  are  the  lombe  of  theit 
'wBp^aQd  were  centaries  in  being  built  according  it, 
tWjesn.  And  when  the  code  bitiaghi  the  nnJcoowo 
''ceBQBOTer  the  earth,  to  piuiieh  the  nations  which  bring 
K>  long  became  aa  wise  as  the  god&  but  at  the  same  time 
pew  aa  wicked  as  wise,  these  vast  eepnhjhres  withetood, 
'i^e  the  lesser  hille,  the  waten  of  desolation,  and  »- 
Qiained  in  minoaa  grandeor,  not  only  as  wilnesees  of  the 
flood,  but  mfraumcnla  of  a  pas'  people  whwo  towerg.  aa 
Well  ae  tomtie,  reached  unto  the  iie&vtus.  Yoa  se« 
^eee  pyramida,  and  how  they  are  flow  defaced  by  the 
oiUom  that  dashed  against  and  over  them.  Anciently, 
*hen  they  were  completed,  their  whole  snrfaces  were 
encased  with  beautiful  tiles  of  the  brightest  blue  and 
pflreet  white,  inlaid  alternately  in  perfect  squares. 
"Jpon  this  magnificent  encasing  was  inscribed,  in  pio- 
toria]  aigns,  the  history  of  man ;  bat  no  peisoo  has  ever 
™**'preted  them.  Ton  see,  my  prince,  that  here,  at  the  ■ 
"Pj  fcre  a  few  strata  still  remaining  of  this  rich  encase- 
ment ;  all  the  rest  having  been  destroyed  by  the  deluge 
1""^  the  abrasion  of  the  waves,  and  the  hnrling  against 
™  Bides  of  mighty  shipe,  driven  by  the  huge  and  angry 
f^'^'vvs  which  rolled  like  a  boiling  aea  acrosa  the  earth 
^  you  behold  these  vast  stmctures,  as  it  were  in 
"'I'**,  yet  still  retaining  fragmentary  portions  of  theii 
"""SUial  glory  and  beauty.  When  the  waters  departed, 
^  gods  limited  the  lives  -I  men  to  one  hundred  yean ; 
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hence  the  pyramids  that  the  kings  tliis  side  the 
have  erected  are  coinparativelj  small  in  magnitude^ 

"  But  the  third,  was  it  not  built  before  the  flood  T  "*' 

^'  I  did  not  inteud  you  should  so  understand,'^  h^  «• 
swered.    ^'  It  was  commenced  before  the  flood  hjr   At 
king  who  was  destroyed  thereby.     But  the  son  of   the 
wise  and  good  Prince  Noah  completed  it  during   the 
several  hundred  years  that  he  lived — as  did  his  father 
also — after  tlie  flood ;  for  it  was  only  the  lives  of  th&x 
descendants  that  were  to  be  limited.    Thus  Amnn,  sftj* 
tradition,  iinished  the  third  pyramid,  but  did  not  encMe 
it,  as  the  art  was  lost  by  the  deluge  which  had  destroyed 
those  who  were  skilled  in  it.    Tliere  are  other  aceonntti 
my  prince,  but  they  either  come  near  this  one,  or  so  f*' 
differ  from  it  that  they  are  entitled  to  no  credit'' 

^^  It  is  your  opinion,  then,  O  high-priest,  that  tb< 
two  pyramids  were  built  by  the  giants  of  the  ages 
fore  the  great  deluge?"  I  asked. 

"  I  have  no  other  one,"  he  replied  firmly.     "  Wnen 
age  of  man  wjis  shortened  to  one  hundred  years 
one  tliouwind,  his  titaturc  was  also  lessened.     Ilence    *^* 

—  \A 

men  of  the  aj^es  Pince  tlie  flofKl  cannot  bnild  a  pyra'*^*^*' 
like  one  of  tlioso.     All  the  powi»r  of  engines  and 
cannot  u]iroar  8uch  dtones  Rix  hundred  feet  into  the 
Thif^  ip  giants'  work." 

"Tlien  yon  bdiove  that  there  were  giants  in  the 
in  the  daye  before  the  fltHul?"  I  said,  doubtingly. 

*'Tliese  ]>yramid6  attest  the  fact,"  he  replied,  witl^* 
imi>ressive  p'sture  of  his  ri«^ht  hand  towards  the  op 
one.     **Noah  hinipolf,  says  tradition,  and  his  sons, 
phre^,  Chufiu  and  Amnn  or  Men-Cherines,  were  gigaiv 
and  are  worshipped  as  <;ods,  as  you  know,  not  only  Im 
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I  in  Sjra  and  Ethiopia,  but  in  the  Oriont^  wid  be- 
d  the  was,  nnder  Tariona  namea.  In  the  third  pjra- 
1  AmuQ  was  entombed.  In  the  second  ia  Chephiea, 
3hefret,  who,  when  an  aged  king,  waa  brongbt  from 

place  where  he  died,  and  placed  in  a  aarcophagni 
re  the  chamber  whore  lay  the  king  who  fo&nd  aepnl- 
tbere  before  the  flood.  Within  the  pyramid  on 
eb  we  are,  rest  the  sacred  bonee  of  the  Prince-god 
Ik,  who,  at  the  age  of  uino  hondred  and  fifty  yeaia, 
e  hither  to  be  buried  by  the  side  c^  his  eldeat  aoa 
phrea.  'Such  a  mourning  of  the  nations,  all  of  whom 
mg  from  his  loins,  the  earth  never  knew,  and  will 
Br  witnen  more,'  say  the  sacred  scrolls  of  the  tern- 
All  kings,  and  qneens,  and  princes,  and  lorda,  and 
lea,  of  every  realm  followed  the  embalmed  body  at 
r  father  and  deity  ;  and  King  Mencs,  his  grandam, 
t  op  from  Egypt  with  all  the  hoeta  of  the  land  to 
■t  the  funeral  procession,  and  to  receive  the  divitw 
y.    Cheops  is  but  annthcr  name  for  Noah.    Here 

is  entombed  Menee." 

Qch,  my  dear  mother,  is  the  priestly  tradition  of  the 
amidi.  We,  of  Tyre,  have  a  myth  that  the  Father 
he  Flood  is  buried  in  Dsmaflcus;  but  though  Egyp- 
•  love  to  cnncentrate  all  history  around  their  own 
1,  and  make  Egypt  the  cradle  of  the  human  lace, 
as  this  tmdilioii  eeenis  to  bo  better  founded  than  oars, 

as  they  can  point  tn  the  grand  tombs  of  these  kings 
ht  flood,  I  am  ready  to  concede  to  her  the  hon<Mr 
ch  she  claims  of  being  tliu  jtliiee  of  sepulture  of  the 
ttts  who  survived  the  deluge.  Ajid  what  fitter  tombs, 
D  these  eternal  mountains  of  frranite,  could  the  pro- 
liton  of  the  race  repose  in !     Fit  sepi<lchree  are  theiie 
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in  their  grandeur  of  proportioDB,  for  men  whoee  etami 
was  gigantic,  and  whose  lives  extended  through  a  tboi 
sand  years  I 

But  I  must  return  to  the  prospect  from  the  summit  o 
this  mausoleum  of  giants.  The  sun  was  near  the  horiAMi, 
and  sent  his  level  and  mingled  rose,  golden,  and  pnipfe 
beams  aslant  across  the  valley.  The  air  was  perfeetif 
clear,  and  our  view  unimpeded  in  all  directions. 

To  tlie  south,  along  the  verdant  plain  of  the  Nile,  db 
pyramids  shone  in  the  sun  as  if  sheathed  with  platei  ol 
gold.  Palms,  temples,  obelisks  in  pairs,  and  pylonoi 
were  mingled  with  them  in  the  richest  confusion ;  whili 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  penetrate  they  receded  ia% 
the  desert,  till  their  size  was  diminished  by  distanoe  t 
shining  mounds. 

Turning  my  eyes  to  the  west,  the  yellow  plain  of  Lrt>r 
witli  its  rocky  hills  inclosing  the  verdant  valley  of 
Nile  in  that  direction,  rolled  away  to  the  edge  of 
horiz(»n,  an  arid,  undulating,  illimitable  expanse,  wl^ 
under  the  sun,  blazed  like  a  lake  of  fire  from  the  \p^ 
ing  reflection  of  its  sands.    Tlie  contrast  of  this  r^ 
of  desolation,  and  its  stonn-piled  drifts  of  gray,  brr 
and  dusky  sand,  lying  so  near  the  groves,  and  g! 
fields,  and  blooming  gardens  which  surrounded  the  j 
mids  and  extended  to  the  base  of  the  ridge,  was 
remarkable.     One  part  looked  like  tlie  abode  of  C 
full  of  beauty,  and  light,  and  happiness :  the  otlie 
that  of  Tyj)hon,  or  the  spirit  of  evil,  who  strove 
battling  with  his  storms  of  sand,  to  invade,  overv 
ind  desolate  these  scenes  of  beauty!     And,  ere 
centuries,  his  arid  hosts  threaten  to  sweep  past  th 
mida,  and  to  overleap  the  very  gates  of  Memphis 
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present,  all  the  land  within  the  hills  is  a  region  oi  de- 
bt, presenting  a  pleasing  contrast,  with  its  perennial 
H^u,  to  the  desolate  and  savage  realm  of  tlie  desert 
Lxariantly  covered  with  verdure ;  bright  with  golden 
leat-fields,  charming  green  meadows,  foliage  of  everj 
ffiety ;  groups  of  trees  rising  from  a  thousand  courts ; 
^QQtlees  villages  everywhere,  and  myriads  of  brilliant 
kes,  it  was  a  scene  of  unmixed  beauty.  Jizeh,  a  little 
the  east,  with  its  temple-palaces  and  gardens,  filled 

view.     Farther  east  lay,  first,  the  glorious  city  of 

la,  its  squares,  avenues,   lakes,  groves,  fanes,  and 

::ftuments,  all   open   to  the   eye  like  a  magnificent 

lire.    Ileyond  the  glittering  Nile,  the  banks  of  which 

>o  rich  with  fertility  and  adorned  with  villas,  I  beheld 

^m^ect,  and  still  farther  Pythom,  the  treasure-cities, 

i  &c  fair  expanse  of  the  land  of  Goshen, — alas  I  beauti* 

t3nly  to  the  eye,  for  upon  it  rests  the  dark  sliadow  of 

*rew  bondage;  and  scnith,  a  few  miles,  after  a  thou- 

1  scenes  t  f  rural  beauty  fill  the  vision,  towers,  like 

^hn>ne  of  the  kingilom,  the  city  of  tlie  Lord  of  the 

^i.  its  gorgeous  temple  and  forest  of  obelisks  flinging 

Kc  the  sunbeams  with  a  splendor  that  fills  the  soul 

^  wimder  and  doli;;ht' 

O  haj^py,  glorious,  mi<rhty  Egypt!  what  a  blessed 

favored  land  art   \lum\     With  one  foot  upon  the 

^n    moiiiliB    nf    thy    nii^rhty    river,    another    upon 

iopia,  and  tliy  head  in  the  clouds,  all  nations  bow 

*^   to   thy    mi^ht   and   greatness  I      Leader   of  the 

^Inriis   of   the  earth!    what   a   future   is   thine,  if 

Vuvjr^  and  rulers  are  true  to  thee   and   to   tliem- 

fbe  hierarch  heard  me  utter  tneso  words,  for  I  spakp 
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aloud  in  injr  wonder  at  the  glory  of  this  kingdom  and 
the  magniticenee  of  her  power. 

*^  The  future  of  Egypt,  my  prince,  no  man  can  fur» 
nee.  But  the  sacred  books  contain  a  prophecj,  that 
during  one  cycle  of  a  soul,  three  thousand  years,  she 
will  be  a  nation  despised  and  ruled  by  kings  of  anothei 
race,  and  all  that  will  remain  to  her  will  be  her  defaced 
pyramids  and  temples ;  the  marvel  of  which  will  bring 
strangers  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  cariooB  to  gaae 
upon  these  mute  witnesses  of  her  ancient  power  and 

glory-" 

"  Tlie  gods  forbid  1"  I  said  warmly, 

'^  The  gods,"  he  answered,  ^'  govern  the  earth,  and  do 
what  they  will  with  its  kingdoms.  These  sacred  papyri 
also  speak  of  Tyro  and  prophesy  its  desolation,  and  sar 
that  the  empire  of  commerce  shall  be  removed  to  an 
unknown  world  beyond  the  great  sea  of  the  Weat,  and 
that  a  race  yet  unborn  shall  sway  the  destinies  of  tbe 
earth,  and  another  religion  shall  prevail  in  the  hearta  of 
men." 

"  What  are  these  papyri  ?"  I  asked. 

^^  Books  which  have  been  handed  down  from  the  fiiK 
kings,  who  in  dieir  turn  received  them  from  the  ancient 
gods." 

I  turned  away  sorrowfully  at  the  thought  of  this  pre- 
diction, my  dear  mother.  The  idea  that  Tyre,  whidi 
now  sits  a  queen  upon  the  shores  of  her  sea,  will  ever 
be  des(»late,  is  not  possible  for  me  to  conceive.  May 
her  prosperity  and  peace  be  prolonged  to  the  enda  of 
the  ages  ! 

We  now  turned  to  descend  tliis  elevation,  from 
wlience  the  heart  of  Egypt  lay  open  before  na.    Tbe 
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gbt   of  the  aheer  eight  hundred  feet  aloug  the  inchned 

de   of  the  pyramid  was  fearful.    The  projectiouB  which 

^c^e    to  receive  our  feet  were  not  apparent;  and  we 

onvmenced  the  descent  with  the  greatest  caution,  being 

»bU|^ed  to  lower  ourselves  from  block  to  block ;  and 

rher«  the  encasement  of  tiles  remained,  we  were  susp 

^au^^d  by  the  iron  heads  of  short  spears  with  which  each 

of  Y&«  was  provided,  a  hook  being  secured  at  the  oppo- 
site ea^ 

'^t  length  we  reached  the  broad  terrace  which  sni^ 
roax^^  the  pyramid,  and  upon  which  are  statues  and 
•mujj  sphinxes  facing  outward.  Between  two  of  large 
"^f^^  representing  Osiris  and  Isis,  we  descended  a  broad 
^Si^t  of  steps  to  an  ancient  gate,  which,  as  I  was  told, 
*^  to  the  entrance  of  the  pyramid.  Tlie  passage,  how- 
^^^,  has  not  been  opened  for  many  centuries — the  piety 
'*^  ^lie  Pharai>lis  permitting  the  mighty  dead  to  rest  in 

"^if  granite  tumuli  undisturbed   by  curiosity  or  cu- 

>iviitj. 

^^hen  we  had  crossed  the  court,  the  priest  ascended 

^^li  me  one  of  the  towers  of  the  pylon.     From  thence 

e-howed  me  a  mass  of  rock  lying  in  a  position  which 

^'H'ered,  in  reference  to  the  main  pyramid,  to  that 

^ich  the  sphinx  occupied. 

"*i?C€8t  thou,  ()  prince,"  he  paid,  "thit  isolated  n>ckf 

-  ancients  inttmdeil  to  chii»el  it  also  into  a  sphinx  to 

^ch  this  one,  for  they  used  to  place  tliem  in  pain>, 

their  olieli>ks.     But  the  prand  conception  has  never 

1  carritMl  out ;  and  you  perceive  that  our  noble  queen, 

&nse,  id  erect ini::  the  pyramid  of  her  years  so  near,  that 

par!  hMtmI-  uj>'»!i  ir.     Two  ^uch  Hphinxes  crouched 

'"Ut  i»f  (^)le<•p^   uiiuld   nave  been  an   eutranca  to 

lb 
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the  mausoleum  worthy  of  it,  and  of  him  lirho  repoM 
therein.     Instead  of  carrying  out  this  ori^nal  ieiff^ 
the  great  temple  and  colossal  wings  have  been  bmlti 
and  the  avenue  from  the  spliinx  so  turned  aside  by 
a  slight  angle,  as  to  terminate  at  the  central  pyloa  i 
thereby  making  one  sphinx  answer  the  purpose  of  tvOp 
»>iit   at  the  sacriiice   of  proportion ;    for  the  twofold 
grandeur  of  the  combined  pyramids  lessens  the  irnpre^^ 
sion  of  the  single  sphinx,  while  the  two  reposing  befoi 
Cheops  alone,  would  have  been  in  keeping  with  its  ! 
jesty." 

As  it  was  now  sunset,  we  hastened  to  oar  chariot  an^ 
drove  back  to  the  city,  along  the  magnificent  causews^ 
I  have  before  described. 

Upon  my  return  to  the  palace  of  the  hi^-priest,  andf 
after  describing  to  his  beautiful  daughter,  Lozora,  the 
incidents  of  my  visit,  she  said,  with  an  arch  smile — 

^^  You  ought  not,  O  Scsostris,  to  have  come  awaj 
without  seeing  the  emerald  table  of  Hermes!" 

"  I  heard  nothing  of  it.  lady,"  I  answered.  "  I  have, 
moreover,  seen  splendor  enough  for  one  day.  What 
and  where  is  this  table?" 

"  In  the  central  chamber  of  the  great  pyramid.  Tl» 
people  c)f  E(ry])t  believe  the  tradition,  and  so  also  have 
Home  of  its  kings." 

'<  What  is  the  tradition  ?"  I  asked.  "^  Bat  fint»  do 
von  believe  it  ?" 

'^  With  all  my  heart.     I  never  doubted  it  since  I  was 
H  child/'  slie  answered,  smiling,  yet  with  a  tone  of  sin 
cerit  V.     '*  My  father  thinks  if  it  were  true,  it  woald 
have  been  removed  when  the  god  Noachis  waa  plaoed 
there." 
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X^t  18  not  in  the  chamber  of  the  Barcophagos,  sister^^ 
Osiria,  the  sister  younger  than  Lozora — a  maiden 
iu-kable  for  her  sprightliness  and  intelligence;  ''it 
^  t  vault  of  crystal  under  tlie  pyramid." 
Tou  are  right,  my  dear  sister,"  replied  the  eider, 
JefuUy.     "  I  will  tell  the  prince  the  legeni** 
Then  I  will  tell  him  T/a'n^,"  said  Osiria,  with  anarch 
L     ^'  I  know  he  will  like  mine  tlie  best." 
Because  he  likes  you  the  best,  is  it?"  her  sister  re- 
d,  playfully.     ^'  But  have  a  care,  Osiria ;  our  gnett 
etrothed  to  a  great  princess  in  his  own  country." 
That  need  not  prevent  him  from  being  my  good 
id  in  this/'  resixnided  Osiria,  pleasantly. 
Tour  tradition,  noble  Luxora?"  1  asked. 
It  is  this.     In  the  ancient  days  of  the  earth,  before 
delui^*  of  the  godd,  the  thrice  great  Hermes,  who 
w  all  the  eecreta  of  alchemy,  engraved  "iiem  upon 
emerald  table  and  placed  it  in  a  cave,  which  he 
ed  n]>.     His  motive  for  doing  this  was  both  to  pre- 
e  ihein  and  to  conceal  them  from  men — for  tlie  race 
nan  had  ^rown  so  wicked,  that  they  made  use  of 
It  they  knew  of  alchemy  to  injure  one  another  and 
•'  the  tlfitieti,  answering  back  the  tliunder  of  heaven 
1  thuniiere  of  their  own.     Over  this  cave  the  first 
kmid  wa8  built,  and  there  the  emerald  table,  with 
ite  fiecrete,  so  dear  to  our  sex,  has  remained  to  this 

rr 

tliankcd  Luxora  for  her  legend,  and  assured  hei 
^  1  Iui<I  ijuite  as  nuicli  curiobity  to  see  the  wonderful 
enil«l  as  trlie  hud. 

'But  if  it  were  discovered,"  said  Osiria,  "who  could 
d  and   uuderblaud  the  writing  upon  it?     Now,  O 
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prince,  hear  my  tradition :  for,  having  visited  the  pyra- 
mids, it  will  be  agi*eeablo  to  700  to  hear  all  that  la  said 
about  them." 
^^  I  will  listen  with  the  greatest  pleasure,"  I  anawered 
But,  dear  mother,  I  will  here  close  this  long  letter 
and  reserve,  for  the  commencement  of  my  next,  tb 
singular  tradition  related  to  mo  by  Ouria. 

Your  affectionate  son, 

Sesost&ib. 


lUUSL  or  BOHIUaB. 


LETTER    ZTII. 

Pau(b  or  TMi  iimaw,  a*  Hmomm. 

MUCB   HOBOBED   MoTUKIt: 

I  KATK  much  of  iatereit  conceraing  whieli  to 
e  to  joa  in  tLia  latter;  bat  will  first  redeem  mj 
aise  to  gire  jou  the  trsditional  story  narrated  bj 
lorelj  Oairia,  daughter  of  the  pontiff  of  Memphk. 
bther  came  in  as  she  oommenced,  and  ainilingly 

E>aaghter,  are  yon  about  to  orerthrow  the  prinee^ 

I  in  the  trae  history  of  the  pyramids,  by  a  faneiftal 

Qdl" 

No.  roy  dear  father,"  she  answered ;  "  I  only  desire 

to  know  all  he  can  abont  these  mighty  monomenta 

former  world,  and  if  he  does  not  believe  with  me  in 
legend,  it  will  at  least  interest  him." 

uearcd  the  beautiful  muden  that  it  woold  withont 
ibt  interest  me,  and  possibly  upon  bearing  it  I  mifi^t 
eive  it  '*  as  the  most  reliable  accoont  of  the  origin  of 
pyramids." 

Not  in  opposition,"  said  the  bigb-prieat,  with  a  anile, 

tbo  sacred  books." 

Not  in  oppoaitioD,"  said  Loxora,  archly,  **  to  my 

raldtablsi" 
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**Let  the  prince,  dear  father,  and  sister,  hesr 
jadge,"  said  the  yoangcst  daughter;  and  oommenei 
follows : 

'^  A  verj  long  time  ago^before  the  tiine  of  Hm 
delngc,  when  all  the  oceans  that  roll  aronnd  the  worIA 
verge  met  in  the  centre  and  overflowed  the  higbol 
mountains — a  king,  wh<»se  name  was  Sanrida  Salhoukiii 
was  informed  by  his  astrologers  that  seven  stars  hsd 
fallen  inti>  tlie  sea.  betokening  a  great  overflow  thenot 
He  answered,  'Tlie  mountains  of  my  kingdom  ars  highir 
than  the  ocean,  and  will  defy  its  waves.' 

'^  Tlie  next  year  his  astrologers  again  came  to  him,  sal 
said  that  the  sun  was  covered  with  dark  spotSi  and  tktf 
a  comet  was  visible  with  a  crest  of  fire,  and  threatcori 
evil  to  the  earth.  Tlie  same  night  the  king  dreanisd 
tliat  the  mountains  became  plains,  and  that  all  the  stsn 
of  heaven  were  extinguished.  On  awakening  be  csIM 
his  one  hundred  }in<l  forty-four  pric«ts.  and  oommaa&g 
them  to  consult  the  g*nU^  received  for  answer,  that  the 
earth  was  to  be  drowned.  Tliereupon  he  oommeaesi 
buiMin*;  the  two  pyranuds,  and  ordered  vanlta  to  ht 
made  under  them,  which  he  filled  with  the  richflS  sal 
treui^ures  of  his  kin^iom.  lie  prepared  seven  taUessi 
shicKlrt  of  ])ure  gold,  on  which  he  engraved  all  the 
sciences  of  the  earth,  all  the  knowledge  he  had 
(nun  his  wii$e  men,  the  names  of  the  subtle  •l^^lSfft 
alakakirs,  and  the  uses  and  hurts  of  them;  and  aD  At 
mysteries  of  astrology,  physics,  geometiy,  and 
metic." 

'*  These  seven  gvtlden  tables  of  my  dster^ 
said  Luzora,  laughing,  ^'are  not  near  so  wnndiiM 
my  table  of  emerald.  ** 


.M 
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"  Leet,''  flaid  OeLria,  "jou  ehonld  imaglue  I  am  draw- 
Ug  n{K>D  my  fancy,  I  will  read  to  you  the  rGuiainder  of 
tlic  traditioD  from  tlie  ancient  book  in  the  koepiiig  of  the 
priests  of  Amun,  in  the  Tbehaid,  given  me  by  my  motlier, 
wlio  was  the  daughter  of  the  prieBt  of  the  sacred  house 
thfcre." 

Having  thus  spoken  Uie  maiden  retired,  and,  after  a 
few  minutee  absence,  returned,  followed  by  a  Hebrew 
'•nnan  carrying  a  pictured  scroll,  ench  m  I  had  never 
before  Been.  Aided  by  her  attendant,  she  unrolled  it 
for  several  cnbita,  and  having  found  the  legend,  com- 
menced to  read  (a  rare  art  among  Egyptian  ladies,  ox- 
*pt  daughters  of  the  learned  prieste)  as  follows, — the 
•*"  and  stately  Hebrew  supporting  the  roll  ratlier  with 
I     »"  air  of  royal  coudescension  than  of  eubmisaiou : 

"  After  the  king,  Saurida  Salhonhis,  had  given  orders 
'*"  tie  building  of  the  pyramids,  the  woi'kmen  cut  out 
Pgajitic  columns,  vast  etonea,  and  wonderful  pillars 
"^Wn  nf  single  rocks.  From  the  mountains  of  Ethiopia 
taey  fetched  enormous  masses  of  granite,  and  from 
"nbiaofgray  porphyry,  and  made  with  these  thefounda- 
""^ns  of  the  pyramids,  fastening  the  stones  together  by 
"^TB  r,f  lead  and  bands  of  iron.  They  built  the  gates 
'ortj  cubits  under  ground,  and  made  the  height  of  them 
"tte  handred  royal  cubits,  each  of  which  is  equal  to  six 
^  onre;  and  each  side  also  was  made  a  hundred  royal 
cubits  in  extent.  The  beginning  of  this  undertaking 
■^Ppfiued  under  a  fortunate  horoscope,  and  resulted 
wccetafnlly.  After  he  had  finished  the  larger  of  tha 
pyramids,  the  king  covered  it  with  blue  satin  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom,  and  apjKiiutcd  a  solemn  festival,  al 
rhich  were  present  all  the  inhabitants  of  his  kingdom. 
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"  Then  in  this  great  pyramid  he  built  thirty  trei 
chambers,  which  he  filled  with  an  immense  ttc 
riches, — precious  vessels,  signatures  of  agatee,  1 
stones,  and  cornelian,  instruments  of  iron,  earthen 
arms  which  rust  not,  and  crystal  which  might  be  b 
yet  not  broken,  strange  shells,  and  deadly  poisons 
many  other  things  besides.  He  made,  in  the  west 
mid,  a  subterranean  hall  with  divers  spheres  and  si 
the  vaulted  roof,  placed  in  their  celestial  houses,  a 
appear  in  the  sky,  each  in  his  own  aspect ;  and 
posited  here  the  perfumes  which  are  burned  to 
and  the  books  that  treat  of  their  mysteries.  He  p 
also,  in  the  colored  pyramid  the  scrolls  of  the  prie 
chests  of  black  marble,  every  chest  having  upoi 
book  with  leaves  of  brass,  in  which  were  inscribe 
duties  and  wonders  of  the  priesthood,  its  nature,  a: 
mode  of  worship  in  his  time ;  and,  in  a  cheat  d 
were  seven  books  which  revealed  what  was,  and  i 
shall  be  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time. 

"  In  every  pyramid  he  placed  a  treasurer :  the 
urer  of  the  western  pyramid  was  a  statue  of  red  m 
stone,  standing  upright  by  the  door  of  the  treasure*! 
—-a  lance  in  his  hand,  and  about  his  head  a  wn 
seq)ent.  Whosoever  came  near  the  door,  and 
still,  the  serpent  entwined  about  the  throat,  and,  1 
him,  returned  to  its  place. 

^^  The  treasurer  of  the  colored  pyramid  was  an  i 
black  agate,  sitting  upon  a  throne,  with  a  lance 
hand,  and  its  eyes  open  and  shining.  If  any  i 
looked  upon  it,  he  heard  a  voice  so  terrible  th 
senses  fled  away  from  him,  and  he  fell  prostrate 
hiB  face  and  died 
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'"The  treasurer  of  his  Boven  tables  of  gold  was  a  statue 
of  etoDc,  called  Albutis,  in  a  sitting  posture :  whosoever 
looked  towards  it,  was  drawn  to  the  statue  till  he  was 
l^ressed  against  it  so  hard  that  he  died  there.  Oyer  the 
portal  of  each  he  caused  to  be  written : 

*'  ^  I)  King  Saurid,  built  the  pyramids  in  six  jeara.  He 
that  comes  after  me,  and  says  he  is  equal  to  me,  let  him 
destroy  them  in  six  hundred  years.  It  is  easier  to  pluck 
down  than  to  build  up.  I  also  covered  them,  when  I 
had  finished  them,  with  satin ;  and  let  him  cover  them 
with  mats  of  grass.' 

**  Here  ends  the  record  on  the  scroll,''  said  the  maiden. 
'*  Miriam,  thou  wilt  roll  it  up,  and  place  it  whence  I 
took  it,  in  the  sacred  shrine  of  books." 

The  Hebrew  woman,  whose  appearance  was  so  re- 
markable for  dignity  and  a  certain  air  of  command,  that 
I  could  not  but  regard  her  with  interest,  then  rolled  up 
the  book,  and  moved  quietly,  but  with  a  stately  step, 
Crum  the  room.  As  she  went  out,  attracted  by  my  close 
scrutiny,  she  fixed  upon  nic  a  large  pair  of  splendid 
ejes,  dark  and  beautiful,  and  lighted  up  by  the  inward 
fire  of  an  earnest  spirit.  Her  age  was  about  eight  or 
nine  and  forty.  I  do  not  know  why,  in  looking  at  her,  I 
thought  of  Remeses,  now  at  Tliebes,  waiting  to  assemble 
his  vast  army ;  perhaps  there  was  a  style  of  face  and 
shape  of  the  eye  that  recalled  him. 

**  Who  is  this  Ilebrew  woman  f"  I  asked ;  for  though 
I  have  been  several  aays  a  guest  of  the  high-priest,  1 
had  not  before  seen  her. 

^  My  assistant  and  copier  of  the  scrolls  and  papyrus 
leaves,  in  the  Hall  of  the  Sacred  Books,"  answered 
Onria;  ^*for  know,  O  prince,  that  I  am  my  father's 
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dcribc,  aiid  have  the  care  of  all  the  rolk  of  the 
pie." 

^'  Nor  can  any  temple,*^  interposed  the  hienrch,  **  boir 
do  orderly  a  chamber  of  books  as  mine ;  neither  do  I 
see  any  copies  of  prayers  and  rites  so  beantifullj  iam 
as  those  by  Osiria." 

'^  I  do  not  deserve  all  the  praise,  my  father,**  answcifil 
tlic  maiden ;  ^^  for  the  rich  coloring  of  the  heading  a^ 
touches  of  chapters,  as  well  as  the  graceful  form  of  tli 
characters,  is  due  to  Miriam.** 

''  What  the  servant  does  the  master  is  prused  for/ 
answered  the  priest,  smilingly.  ^'  Bat  yon  have  noCtoU 
tlie  prince  the  whole  of  tlie  tradition.** 

^*  It  is  true.  I  innst  now  state  how  the  pyramid  wa 
opened  by  one  of  the  Phcenician  conqueror  kings.  TU 
Philistine  warrior,  whose  barbaric  name  I  hare  forgot 
ten,  and  d«»  not  wish  to  rememl)cr,  on  seeing  tliepyf* 
mi(It«,  (It  innndod  U*  know  wliat  was  within  cheiiL  Hi 
w;i>  unsworfd  l»y  the  priebt  of  the  sphinx,  who  ii  thi 
guanlian  of  the  two  pyramids,  that  Mhey  contained  lb 
iTilKiIinid  bodies  of  the  ancient  gods,  and  first  kiflgl^ 
mtMi,  xhv  eineraUI  and  <;ohifii  tablets,  and  all  chetrti^ 
urt'S  «»f  p»M,  ^ilve^,  and  works  of  art,  and  eveiy  tbiij 
which  a]>]KTiained  to  the  world  before  tlie  deluge,—^ 
of  whicli  had  been  prL-served  by  them  from  the  wsiA 
und  wi-ro  iiow  I  herein. ' 

''  IK-arin^  thiN  this  king  told  tliem  he  would  hftvi 
them  ojteiKMl.     AH  the  priests  assured  him  that  h  coaU 
not  be  done;  but  he  replied,  *I  will  have  it  certaislj 
done.^     Si  I  the  en^ineer&  of  his  army  opened  a  pUctii 
the  great  pyramid  hy  mean^  of  lire  and  vinegar;  smidi 
aided  tlic  work  with  sharpened  iron  and  Cf  ~  per  wedjcok 
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id  huge  engines  to  remove  the  stones.  It  was  a  vast 
>rk,  as  the  thickness  of  the  wall  was  twenty  cubits, 
icy  were  many  months  reaching  an  apartment  within, 
iiere  they  found  a  ewer  made  of  bright-green  emerald, 
mtaining  a  thousand  dinars,  very  weighty,  one  hun- 
'ed  chuenixes  of  gold-dust,  twenty  blocks  of  ebony,  a 
ludrcd  tusks  of  ivory,  and  a  thousand  ounces  of  rings 
I  Arabic  gold. 

"^This  was  all  he  found,  for  beyond  this  small  cham- 

er  the  workmen  could  not  penetrate,  by  reason  of  the 

lirec  treasure-keepers,  namely,  —  the  awful  statue,  with 

n  enwreathcd  serpent  upon  his  head ;  tlie  statue  of 

igatc,  with  the  terrible  voice ;  and  the  statue  of  stone, 

nth  the  power  to  draw  every  one  to  him,  and  press  him 

'  death  between  his  arm  and  his  iron  breast." 

**  Then  said  the  king.  *Cast  up  the  cost  of  making  this 

ranee.*     So  the  money  expended  being  computed, 

it  wa8  the  same  8um  which  thev  had  found ;  it 

her  exceeded  nor  was  defective.     So  he  closed  up 

opening  an<l  went  his  ways,  seeing  that  the  gods 

'  a^^ainst  him. 

Wany  years  afterwards,  another  king  opened  the 

prrami<l,and  found  a  passaire  whieh  descended  far 

in  the  eartli,  in  the  direction  of  tlie  centri^  of  the 

id.     Hv  it  lie  rcaelnMl  a  suhtrrranean  elianiber  far 

*i  the   lew!   of  th«^   foundation,  almost  directly 

lie  af»ex.     In  it  was  a  s<jnan»  w«»ll,  on  each  side 

h  were  doors  opcnini^  into  snhtcrranean  pas- 

Ijese  he  followed,  and  ;it  l«Mi'jth  reached  a  gate 

whicli  lie  jMTCiivcd  Icl  into  the  foundations  of 

(T  pyramid.     I>nt  he  could  not  oj>en  it,  nor  has 

'"l»«en  KutTicieiit  ti»  do  so  to  this  dav.     Return- 
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ing  he  fouad  another  side  passage,  leading  into  the  p^ 
amid  and  so  upward,  to  a  vaiilted  room,  containiog  t 
mighty  sarcophagus  of  the  great  Noah.  This  dead  m^' 
arch  of  two  worlds,  before  and  after  the  deluge,  w 
reposing  in  calm  majesty  in  his  colossal  mummj-cai 
whicli  was  covered  with  plates  of  gold.  Upon  his  he 
was  a  crown  of  emerald  olivc-leayes,  each  leaf  an  ei 
erald ;  and  upon  his  breast,  a  white  dove,  made  of  o 
pearl.  Leaving  with  awe  the  father  of  the  world  to  1 
sublime  and  eternal  repose,  guarded  only  by  the  pt 
white  dove,  tlie  king,  in  retiring,  found,  to  his  gn 
joy,  a  narrow  passage,  which  led  upward  towards  t 
top  of  the  pyramid.  It  conducted  him  and  his  attei 
ants  to  a  chamber  with  twelve  sides,  on  each  of  whi 
was  pictured  one  of  tlie  constellations  in  the  path  oft 
precession  of  the  equinoxes,  in  their  motion  towards  t 
west.  Tlie  floor  was  of  polished  ivory,  inlaid  with  aih 
stars,  dispersed  over  it  as  they  appeared  in  their  hei 
enly  places  wh^'ii  the  pyramid  was  completed.  1 
seven  planets,  including  the  sun  and  the  moon,  wi 
represented  in  the  ceiling,  each  one  in  a  panel  of  silv 
with  its  deity, — all  inlaid  with  silver  and  precious  ston 
"In  the  centre  of  this  'Hall  of  the  Universe,'  i 
a  hollow  stone :  when  the  king  entered  the  chamb 
the  stone  vani^^lle«l  at  the  pressure  of  his  feet  on  t 
floor,  and  a  statue  larger  than  life,  of  pure  crystal,  i 
displayed  to  his  sight.  This  statue  represented  a  ki 
upon  whom  was  a  bresustplate  of  gold  set  with  jewe 
on  his  breiist  was  a  stone  of  incalculable  price,  and  o^ 
his  head,  a  carbuncle  of  the  shape  and  bigneflB  of  1 
sacred  egg  of  the  phoenix,  shining  like  the  light  of  t 
day.      Ue  held  upon  his  left  arm  a  ahicld  formed 
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;l6  topaz,  upon  which  were  character  written 
pen,  that  neither  the  king,  nor  the  wise  men, 
>logcrB,  nor  magicians,  nor  the  priests  who  knew 
lagcs,  c(»uld  inter})rct.  Suddenly  darkness  filled 
e,  their  torclied  were  extinguished,  and  save  onlj 
^  who  had  with  him  his  diamond-set  signet, 
led  liglit  before  his  steps,  no  one  ever  returned 
ntrance;  nor  could  he  ever  find  the  chamber 
tatue  again.  But  the  first  passage  to  the  snb- 
n  chamber  remains  open  to  this  daj,  by  which 
ceiid ;  and  otliers  are  from  time  to  time  discov- 
e  treasury-chambers,  however,  remain  sealed  to 

of  men !" 

the  intelligent  Osiria  had  ended  her  aooount,  1 
y  expresf^d  to  her  my  appreciation  of  her  kind 
giving  me  such  interesting  information.  She 
1  my  thanks  in  the  graceful  manner  which  char- 
'  1"'^}'}^^^^^^^  ladies  of  rank.  The  magnificent 
Buid,  with  a  charming  air  of  feigned  provoca* 

li  your  brilliant  tradition,  eister,  you  have  quite 
into  the  shade  my  poor  solitary  emerald  table!** 
^0  is  no  doiiht  whatever,  ()  Sesowtris,"  said  their 
rho  had  linroiKMl  to  the  tradition  as  he  sat  in  his 
lair,  in  the  rich  undress  vestments  he  wore 
>t  en^ajxed  in  ofiicial  acts  in  the  temple,  "or 
re  of  the  priet^thtHxi  do  not  doubt,  that  the  pyra- 
\i:iix>\  the  pair  so  nearly  of  a  size  and  so  close 
,  were  buihk'd  before  the  deluge,  which,  ac- 
to  our  a-<trolo;r|.rj.,  t«M»k  place  under  the  dynasty 
lenil^tMl^.  about  Mne  thousand  live  hundred  and 
ars  ago.  wlien  tiie  world  was  nearly  two  then 
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sand  four  hundred  yeare  old ;  but  our  books  of  mjBteriei 
givo  many  more  thousands  of  years  I  In  the  most  tat 
cicnt  tem})le  of  Thoth,  at  Thebes,  which  is  the  true 
astronomical  capital  of  tlie  kingdom,  as  well  ai*  the 
ecclesiastical  one,  there  is  a  tablet  in  the  ceiling  of  the 
adytum,  representing  the  configuration  ot  the  eeveo 
planets  as  tliey  existed  on  the  first  day  after  the  crea- 
tion. This  was  tlie  beginning  of  the  world,  and  since 
that  day  the  heavenly  bodies  have  not  stood  thus  again  i 
Upon  the  wall  beneath  it  is  a  sieley  portraying  their  posi- 
tion at  the  time  of  the  Xoachic  deluge.  The  arc  of  their 
celestial  motion,  between  the  creation  and  the  deluge, 
being  accurately  measured  in  the  progress  of  centaries, 
by  astrologers  of  the  houses  of  the  mysteriee,  compared 
with  the  arc  measured  for  one  thousand  years  since  the 
deluge,  shows  that  the  fixed  stars,  between  the  crea- 
tion and  the  deluge,  moved  thirty  spaces  of  the  thousand 
year^  along  the  zodiac  westward.  Tliat  is,  the  arc  of 
the  zodiac  was  tliirty  times  as  large  between  the  crea* 
tion  and  delnge,  as  between  the  deluge  and  the  end  of 
a  thousand  years  after  it;  while  the  seven  planets 
chan<]:ed  their  places  in  the  same  proportions  of  time 
and  change.  Hence,  guided  by  the  march  of  the 
heavenly  b»»dit's,  they  teach  that  thirty  thousand  jeara 
elaj^siMl  between  the  creation  and  the  deluge;  since  it 
would  take  that  time  to  change  the  configuration  of  the 
stars  so  greatly  as  to  subtend  so  vsist  an  arc  as  their  pre* 
cession  drew  along  the  zodiacal  path!  But,  as  I  have 
said,  the  sacnul  Inioks  of  the  priests,  who  are  governed 
only  by  the  j»lanetary  con.-; illations,  aided  by  traditioo 
give  the  number  "f  ycar>  I  have  previously  stated." 
^^Do  not  the  Egyptian  lu-tiologers,^'  I  asked,  ^giTe  a 
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period  for  a  year  of  the  heavens  to  make  one  revolntion 
through  the  zodiac  V 

"  It  IB  one  of  their  mysteriee.  FinishiDg  apoD  a  chart 
the  arc  of  precesEion  which  they  lucasure  on  the  zodiac 
lliey  measure  the  whole  circle  it  will  sweep,  aud  calcu 
iate  a  cycle  or  period  of  thirty-six  tliouaaud  years,  ae 
the  dtiration  of  oiio  graud  year  of  the  nniverse !" 

"  As,  then,  thirty  thousand  years  of  this  year  of  the 
Btare  passed  before  the  deluge,  if  the  astrologers  are 
correct  in  their  sidereal  calciilatioiiB,"  I  remarked,  "  there 
are  but  four  thousand  and  four  huQdi-ed  and  £fty  years 
lo  the  end  of  the  first  celestial  year  of  creation  I" 

"  Which,"  said  Luxora,  "  they  teach  will  terniinate 
time ;  and  the  earth  will  then  be  recreated,  and  there 
will  be  a  new  starry  world,  and  the  year  of  the  nniverse 
will  be  doubled  to  seventy-two  thousand  years ;  and 
when  twelve  of  these  vast  years  are  completed,  the 
creation  will  be  dissolved  and  all  things  return  to  noth- 
ing as  before  the  beginning  of  time,  and  the  sonis  ot 
men  will  be  absorbed  in  the  Divine  Essence  I'* 

"  You  are  remarkably  well  versed  in  astrology,"  I  said 
t»  the  noble-looking  young  women. 

"We  are  priest's  daughters,"  she  answered;  "and 
from  our  father  we  derive  all  our  knowledge."  ' 

"  Can  yon,  then,"  I  asked,  "  explain  to  me  one  thing 
that  has  been  alluded  to  in  our  conversation )  I  am  de- 
siroas  of  knowing  something  about  the  phceuix,  which 
I  see  oven  now  represented,  inlaid  in  ivory,  upon  this 
table  of  vases." 

"  I  fear  that  I  shall  not  be  able,  prince,  to  make  yon 
understand,  what,  I  confess,  I  am  not  well  informed 
apoD.    The  phosmx  has  always  been  a  mystery  to  me" 
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'*  I  understand  the  bird,"  said  Osiria,  "  to  be  the  ej 
ool  of  a  star.  But  I  liave  never  fully  compreheni 
It.  I  have  doubts  if  there  be  such  an  extraordinary  bi 
W  ill  you,  father,  gratify  us  and  the  Prince  of  Tyre 
rhe  same  time  f " 

Tlie  kind  and  courteous  hierarch,  before  replying,  la/*^ 
lown  a  beautiful  fishing-rod  which  he  was  arranging — 
it  being  a  favorite  pastime  of  his  leisure  to  ait  in  tlid 
pavilion  before  his  windows,  and  amuse  himself  by  fish- 
ing in  the  oval  lake  that  fills  one  of  the  areas  of  hii 
palace,  and  ai-ound  which  runs  a  columnar  arcade,  in 
whose  cool  shade  we  take  our  walks  for  exercise  in  the 
lieat  of  the  day.    And  tliis  amusement,  my  dear  mother. 
is  not  only  a  favorite  one  with  him,  but  with  all  Egypt- 
ian gentlemen ;  who  also  delight  in  hunting  the  gazelle 
and  other  animals — ^keeping  for  the  purpose  leashes  of 
trained  dogs,  some  of  them  very  beautiful,  and  as  swift 
as  the  winds.    Tliey  arc  singularly  fond  of  having  dogs 
accompany  them  in  their  walks,  and  adorn  them  with 
gold  or  silver  collars.    Tlie  ladies  also  have  pet  dogs, 
choscMi  either  for  their  beauty,  or — odd  distinction — ^for 
their  peculiar  ugliness.     Luxora  boasts  a  little  dog,  of 
the  rare  and  admired  Osirtasen  bree<l,  which  is  as  beau- 
tiful and  symmetrical  as  a  gazelle,  with  soft,  expressive 
eyes,   and   graceful   movements ;   while  Osiria  prides 
lierself  on  a  pet  animal,  the  ugliness  of  which,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  is  its  only  recommendation.     Romescs  has 
a  noble,  lion-like  dog,  that  he  admits  into  his  private 
sittiiig-rodm,  and  has  for  his  attendant  at  all  times  when 
he  walks  abroad.     Nearly  every  lord  has  his  hotmds; 
and  to  own  a  handsome  Jog  is  as  much  a  mark  of  rank, 
as  is  the  slender  acacia  cune. 
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'J-'be  phceiiix,  according  to  the  ancients,"  said  the 
P'^^ei ,  "  ia  a  bird  of  which  there  exists  but  one  apeciraen 
*"    tte  world.     It  cornea  flying  from  the  east  once  in 
"^^     oourse  of  six  hundred  and  Sfty-one  years,  many 
"^*^^f  birds  with  dazzling  wings  bearing  it  company. 
I*"    reaches  the  City  of  the  Son  about  the  time  of  the 
*^*TiaI  equinox,  where  it  bams  iteelf  upon  the  roof  of 
'*^<s   ttmplc,  in  the  fire  of  the  concentrated  rays  of  the 
^^'-'i,  as  they  are  reflected  from  tlie  golden  shield  thereon 
'^ith  conanmiiig  radiance.     No  sooner  is  it  consumed  to 
I        **lie6,  than  an  egg  appears  in  the  funeral  pyre,  which 
I        ^e  heat   that   consumed   the   parent  warms  instantly 
'  Into  life,  and  out  of  it  the  eame  pliojnix  conien  forlli,  lu 

foil  plumage,  and   spreading   it«  wings   it  flies  away 
igain,  to  return  no  more  until  the  expiration  of  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  years  I" 
"  This  IB  a  very  extraordinary  story,"  I  said. 
"  It  is,"  answered  the  high-priest ;  "  yet  it  has  a  sim- 
ple explanation." 
"  I  should  be  gratified  to  hear  it,"  I  answered. 
"Do  you  believe,  dear  father,"  asked  Osiria,  "there 
ever  was  snch  a  bird )" 

"  I  have  seen  it,"  answered  the  priest,  mysteriously. 
"  But  I  will  gratify  your  curiosity.  The  first  recorded 
appearance  of  this  phcenix  was  nineteen  hundred  and 
two  years  ago,  in  the  reign  of  Sesostris,  a  king  of  the 
twelfth  Egyptian  dynasty," 
"  The  Pharaoh  for  whom  I  am  named,"  I  said. 
"How  came  you,  O  prince,  to  have  an  Egyptiao 
name?"  asked  Luxora. 

"The  memory   of  Sesostris   the   Great  was  highly 
venerated   by   my  faClior,  and   hence   his  selection  of 
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it  for  me ;  besides,  I  am  related  to  the  PhcBnieiin 
kings." 

I  had  no  sooner  made  this  nnlucky  confesBion,  than 
the  two  gi&ters  looked  at  their  father,  then  interchanged 
glances,  and  appeared  quite  embarrassed.  I  at  onca 
reflected  that  the  memory  of  tlie  Phoenician  dynastj  !• 
distasteful  to  the  Egyptians ;  and  that,  by  confessing  my 
alliance  with  them,  I  had  risked  their  good-wilL  Bat 
the  surprise  passed  off  instantly,  for  they  were  too  well- 
bred  to  show  any  continued  feeling,  and  the  priest 
resumed — 

^^The  last  appearance  was  six  hundred  yean  ago 
and  in  fifty-one  years  he  will  reappear,  to  oonfiome 
himself  in  the  burning  rays  of  the  sun.'^ 

^^  I  hope  I  shall  be  alive  to  see  it,"  said  Oairiai  with 
animation. 

^^Tliis  singular  myth,"  pursued  the  hierarchy  ^signi- 
fies to  us  of  the  ])rie6ts  who  are  initiated  into  these 
a6trol(><:;ical  mysteries,  nothing  more  tlian  the  transit  of 
the  i)laiiet  Mercury  across  the  disk  of  the  sun.  The 
fabulous  bird,  the  phoenix,  is  an  emblem  of  Mercarj,  as 
Osiris  is  of  the  Sun,  according  to  the  teacliing  of  the 
booki*  of  Isis." 

"  I  j)erci!ive  the  whole  truth  now,"  I  answered. 

"  What  is  it,  my  lord  prince  f  asked  the  sisters. 

*'  There  in  but  one  j)lanot  Mercury,  as  there  was  bat 
«»ne  phoMiix.  The  (Mty  uf  the  Sun,  or  the  Temple  of  the 
Sun,  on  wliich  tlie  pluifuix  was  euid  to  consume  himself, 
is  t^iiiiply  the  Sun,  or  the  house  of  the  god  Snn,  in 
which  Mercury,  during  hit<  passage  across  the  disk,  niaj 
he  Eaid  to  |)e  consuuKMl  by  lire.  As  the  phcsnix  con- 
<^umes  hinigelf  once  evorv  six  hundred  and  fifty-oiie 
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At  the  vernal  equinox, — so  Bay  onr  Sabasan  booka,  kept  in 
the  Temple  of  Hercules  at  Tyre, — Mercury  once  every 
aiz  hundred  and  fifty-one  years  enters  the  flames  of  the 
•nn  on  nearly  the  same  days  of  the  year!  As  the 
plupniz  flies  from  the  east  westward  to  the  City  of  the 
Sun,  Bo  the  course  of  Mercury  is  from  east  to  west 
athwart  the  sun.  While  the  phoenix  in  its  passage  to 
the  City  of  the  Sun  is  attended  by  a  flight  of  dazzling 
birdii,  so  Mercury  in  its  passage  across  the  disk  of  the 
iun  is  accompanied  by  bright,  scintillating  stars  in  the 
heavens  around.  As  the  phoenix  came  forth  anew  out 
of  the  flames  which  had  consumed  him  to  ashes,  so 
Mercury,  while  in  the  direct  line  of  the  sun,  is  lost  to 
the  vision  as  if  consumed,  but,  having  crossed  its  disk, 
reappears  and  flics  away  on  his  course  iigain,  resuming 
all  his  former  splendor !  Is  not  this  a  full  solution,  my 
lord  priest  t*'  I  asked. 

•*Yon  have  well  solved  the  riddle,*'  ho  answered; 
••  and  I  must  compliment  you  on  your  knowledge  ot 
a»tn»logy,  O  prince.  In  Egypt  wo  are  acquainted  with 
this  science,  but  it  is  not  expected  of  strangers.  In  all 
the  years  in  which  the  phoenix,  according  to  the  *  Books 
of  the  Starp/  is  said  to  have  destroved  himselt  with  fire 
in  the  City  of  On,  Mercury  has  likewise  j^ertormed  his 
traru^its  ovi»r  the  sun,  according  to  the  calculations  of 
our  bierogranunatiMs,  whose  duty  it  is  to  keep  record? 
of  descriptions  of  the  world,  the  cour«}  of  the  sun,  moon, 
and  phinots,  and  the  condition  of  the  land  of  Egj'pt, 
knd  the  Nile." 

When  I  had  expressed  my  thanks  to  the  noble  and 
intelligent  priest,  his  wife,  \t'li>a,  who  entered  a  few 
XDoments  before,  said  to  him  iiluyfully : 
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"  Whar  a  beautiful  mystery  you  have  dcBtroyed  with 
your  science  and  learning,  my  lord  1  I  have  trom  a  child 
delighted  in  the  mysterious  story  of  the  phoanix.'' 

^'We  have  mysteries  enough  left  in  our  mythologj 
and  astrology,  my  dear  wife,"  he  answered.  **Thei« 
is  scarcely  a  deity  of  the  land  who  is  not  in  his  orig^  a 
greater  mystery  than  the  phcenix.  Aroand  them  all 
clouds  and  mists,  often  impenetrable  by  the  limited 
son  of  man ;  and  in  many  lands,  as  it  was  ancientlj  in 
Egypt,  the  word  for  religion  is  '  mystery.' " 

The  hierarch  was  now  summoned  by  the  sound  of  a 
sistrum  to  enter  the  temple,  with  which  his  palace  eom* 
municated — ^it  being  the  hour  of  evening  prayer  and 
oblation.  Tlie  young  ladies  prepared  to  ride  in  a  bean* 
tiful  chariot  brought  to  the  jialace  by  their  brother,  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  young  Egyptian  noble ;  while  the 
lady  of  the  house  left  nie,  to  return  and  oversee  her 
numerous  servants  in  their  occupation  of  making  con 
fections  and  pastry,  and  preparing  fruits  for  a  fes- 
tivity that  is  to  take  place  in  the  evenuig,  I  believe,  in 
my  honor ;  for,  were  I  a  son,  I  could  not  be  more  cor- 
dially regarded  than  beneath  the  hospitable  roof  of  the 
hierarch  of  Memphis. 

As  I  was  pr«>eoo<ling  along  the  corridor  which  leads 
\ni6t  the  '^  Ilall  of  B<)(»ks,"  I  saw  thmugh  the  open  door 
tho  stately  and  hunds4»nie  Hebrew  woman  Miriam.  She 
was  engaged  in  coloring,  with  cakes  of  the  ricliest  tiuti 
before  her,  a  heading  to  a  scroll  of  papyrus.  Her  noble 
profile  Wiuai  turned  to  my  view.  I  started  with  surprise 
and  a  half  cxchiination,  for  I  beheld  in  its  grand  and 
faultless  outline  the  features  of  Remesesl  How  won- 
derlul  it  is  that  he  so  strikingly  resembles  two,  nmg 
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three,  of  this  foreign  race! — not  only  th»  woman, 
thoogb  much  older  than  RemcseB,  and  the  Tenerable 
ondcr-gardenor  Amram,  but  also  a  third  Uebrcw  whom 
I  bare  met  under  sin^lar  circumstances.  I  will  defer, 
however,  my  dear  mother,  to  another  letter  the  accoant 
nf  it,  as  well  as  of  my  intcrricw  with  Miriam;  for,  hearing 
my  eiclamalicm,  she  looked  nj)  and  smiled  eo  courteously 
that  I  asked  purmia^ion  to  enter  and  exainiuo  the  work 
■he  was  ao  Bkilfnlly  executing  with  her  pencil. 

Tlie  liierarch,  the  lady  KelSsa,  and  their  daughters 
Lmora  and  Osiria,  desire  to  unite  with  me  in  my  n. 
ganb  to  yon. 

Tour  affectionate  aoiif 

Sesostrib. 
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LETTER    XVIII. 

OrxT  OF  Memphu,  Palaob  or  tbb  Hi 

AIt  dear  MoTHis : 

I  HAVE  received  from  the  Prince  RemeBes  a  let- 
ter informing  me  of  tiie  arrival  of  each  diyiaion  of  hb 
army,  chariota,  horse,  and  footmen,  with  the  fleets  under 
the  viceroy  Moeris,  at  the  city  of  the  Thehaid.  Thej  en- 
tered it,  however,  as  conquerors,  for  the  Ethiopian  king 
had  already  taken  possession  of  it  with  hia  advanoed 
guard. 

I  will  quote  to  you  from  the  letter  of  the  prince : 
"  I  trust,  my  dear  Sesostris,"  he  writes,  "  that  you 
are  passing  your  time  both  with  pleasure  and  profit,  in 
visiting  places  of  interest  in  the  valley  of  the  Lower 
Nile,  and  in  studying  the  manners  and  usages  of  the 
pco]>le.  You  will  iind  the  ]\yramids  an  ezhaustlees 
source  of  attraction.  From  the  priests,  who  are  the 
most  intelligent  and  learned  class  in  Egypt,  yon  will 
obtain  all  the  infonnation  respecting  th(»se  mysterioos 
monuments  of  tlie  past,  which  is  known,  besides  many 
legends. 

''  The  idea  of  their  antediluvian  origin  is  by  no  means 
an  unlikely  one.  As  we  travel  di>wn  the  past,  at  every 
epoch  we  find  tlie  pyramids  upliftinic  their  lofty  heads 
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iuto  the  sHes  I  Still  we  more  down  the  path  of  agee,  and 
see  &e  throne  of  the  fint  mortal  king  oveiBhadowed  by 
their  hoary  topB  I  Further  back,  against  their  hosee,  heat 
the  receding  waves  of  the  delage ;  for  between  the  king 
of  the  first  dynasty  and  the  flood,  there  seems  to  be  no 
interral  in  which  they  could  have  been  npreared,  even 
if  there  were  time  for  a  nation  to  rise  and  advance  in 
power,  civilization,  art,  and  wealth,  adequate  to  the  pro- 
duct of  snch  gigantic  geometric  works.  Either  onr 
chronology  is  at  faiilt,  or  the  pyramids  most  have  been 
eonstmcted  by  the  antediluvian  demigods,  and  have 
ODtstood  tile  Mrength  oS  the  eniging  seas  wliich  rolled 
over  the  earth.  Yon  will,  however,  no  doubt,  hear  all 
that  is  to  be  said,  and  judge  for  youreelf. 

"My  army  is  in  fine  order.  Yon  already  have  learned, 
by  my  cornier  to  the  qneen,  how  the  dark-visaged,  bar- 
baric King  Occboris  entered  Thebes  the  day  of  onr 
arrival  in  the  snburha.  Upon  receiving  intelligence  ' 
that  the  van  of  my  forces,  which  was  cavalry,  had  just 
reached  the  sepulchres  of  the  Pharaohs  below  the  city,  I 
pushed  forward,  joined  them,  and,  at  their  head,  entered 
the  city ;  while  the  main  body  ot'  the  troops  of  the 
Ethiopian  king  was  moving  on  from  Edfu.  But  Oc- 
chorie  had  already  been  driven  from  his  position  in  the 
palace  of  the  Pharaohs,  by  an  infuriated  and  insulted 
populace.  The  barbarian  monarch,  after  entering  the 
city  without  opposition,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred 
chariots,  six  hundred  horse,  aud  his  gigantic  body-gnard 
of  Bellardiues,  consisting  of  a  thousand  men  in  iron 
helmets,  round  shields,  and  heavy  short-swords,  in  order 
to  show  his  contempt  of  our  national  relif^on,  here  in 
what  has  been  called  both  its  cradle  and  its  throne. 
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coniiiiandcd  to  be  led  into  the  temple  of  the  8aeie^^ 
Bull,  a  wild  African  buffalo, — a  bull  of  a  spedee  ik 
ferocious  afi  the  lion, — and  ordered  him  to  be  let  loon 
against  the  god.  Tlie  fierce  animal  charged  upon  him 
as  he  stood  in  the  holy  adytum  with  his  curatoFB,  and, 
overthrowing  liim,  gored  him  to  death  in  a  few  momenta. 
Thereupon  the  priests  raised  tlie  wild  cry  of  vengeance 
for  sacrilege.  It  wa^  caught  up  by  tlie  people,  and  borna 
from  tongue  to  tongue  through  the  city  in  a  few  mo- 
ments of  time.  Fearless,  indifferent  to  the  arms  of  the 
soldiers,  the  three  hundred  and  seventy  priests  of  the 
temple,  anned  only  with  their  sacrificial  knives,  mshed 
upon  the  barbarian  and  his  guard.  Hie  Ethiopians 
rallied  about  their  monarch,  and  for  ten  priests  they 
Blew,  ten-score  tilled  their  ]>lace&.  The  floor  of  the 
temple  became  a  battle-field.  Occhoris,  and  the  sixty 
men  who  entered  the  temple  with  him,  formed  them- 
selves into  a  solid  j»halanx,  facing  their  furious  assailants, 
who  seemed  to  think  they  could  not  die.  Gaining  at 
length  the  door,  the  king  n^coived  reinforcements.  Bat 
by  this  time  the  whole  city  was  in  an  uproar  and  under 
arms,  and  the  people,  who  feart-<l  Occhoris  in  the 
morning,  an<l  refused  to  oj)po5e  him,  now  knew  no  fear. 
Tlio  issue  of  this  fearful  combat  was,  that  the  sacrilegions 
king  was  forced  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  two  thirds  of 
his  body-guard,  and  nearly  every  chariot  and  rider;  for 
the  a\enging  pet»plo  with  knives  crept  beneath  tJiP 
horses  and  stabbed  them  to  death  ;  wliile  others,  leaping 
upon  horsemen  and  chariots,  dragged  them  to  the  ground, 
and  put  them  to  death.  Not  less  than  four  thousand  of 
the  citizens  of  Tliebes  perished  in  the  act  of  pious  ven* 
gcance.    Before  I  entered  the  city  I  heard  the  cries,  the 
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I,  the  ringing  of  weapons,  and  the  whole  tomnll 
r;  and,  making  my  way  over  heaps  of  slain  that 
I  the  great  'avenue  of  the  gods,'  I  pursued  the 
ig  monarch  beyond  tlie  gates.  He  regained  the 
of  his  army,  and  came  to  a  halt  near  the  ancient 
e  of  Amun  on  the  Nile.  My  whole  army  aro 
n  advance  of  Tliebes,  in  order  of  battle,  awaiting  a 
ened  attack  from  the  Ethiopian  king.  My  head- 
ers are  at  the  palace  of  Amunophis  I.,  from  which 
parted  nearly  a  century  ago  to  drive  the  foreign 
from  Memphis.  I  folt  a  deep  interest  in  being  in 
u^e  r»f  my  great  ancestor.     I  have  also  visited  the 

of  my  father,  tlie  Prince  of  Tliebes,  who  waa 
not  Ir»ng  before  my  birth,  in  battle  with  the  Ethi- 
I  have  paid  a  vi^it  to  his  tomb ;  and  as  I  stood 
:  u|H>n  tlie  re|K)8ing  dead  in  the  royal  mausoleum 
fn»m  the  si»lid  mountain,  I  wondered  if  his  soul 
rf»pnizant  that  a  son,  whom  he  had  never  seen  to 
v'ith  a  father's  benediction,  was  bending  sorrow* 
ver  the  stone  sarcoj>liagii3  that  held  his  remains. 
^m*.>rrow  we  join  l»attle  with  the  barbaric  king. 
thf  t«»wer  of  tlie  pyhm  wliich  looks  towards  the 

I  SCO  liir*  vti^t  annv,  with  its  battalion  of  ele- 

,  itti  liost  «)f  !»razen  diariotP,  its  horsemen  and 

•n  as  niiinen»us  as  tin*  leaves.     T^ut  1  feel  confi- 

f  vic:'»ry.     Prince  M»erls  has  moved  hi<)  galleys 

'tj»jt"?ite  si<le,  in  order  to  ascend  secretly  by  night 

in  tlif  rear  nf  the  encniv,  who  aro  without  boats. 

• 

arii»t.-,  some  tivo  hnn<lre<l  in  nniiiber,  have  been 

I  over  in  batety  to  this  si«le.  t«»  co-operate  with  the 

of  Tliebes.     Tliey  are  now  drawn  up  in  the  wide, 

seruentine  avenue  the  *  sacred  way'  of  Tliebea« 
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lined  with  sphiuxes  and  Btatues  which  adorn   this  TUt 
circle  of  temples  to  the  gode. 

'^  You  shall  hear  from  me  after  the  battle.  If  we  defeat 
and  pursue  Occhorisy  we  shall  return  to  Memphis  iooil 
IS  we  are  defeated  and  driven  back  ypon  Thebes —  which 
tho  great  God  of  battles  forbid  I — ^1  know  not  how  long 
the  campaign  will  continue.  I  hope  my  mother,  the 
queen,  is  well.  Convey  to  her  my  meet  respectful  and 
tender  remembrances,  and  receive  from  me,  beloved 
prince,  tlie  assurances  of  my  personal  regard  and  friend- 
ship.  "n«m*«— «  n 


In  the  mean  while,  my  dear  mother,  until  I  have  fur- 
ther news  from  Prince  Remcses,  I  will  give  you  an  ao- 
count  of  the  conversation  I  held  with  the  papyms-copier 
and  decorator,  Miriam,  the  Ilebrewess. 

''  You  are  wondeifully  skilled  in  the  art,"  I  said  to  her, 
as  1  surveyed  the  piece  before  her,  which  she  said  was 
the  commencement  of  a  copy  of  a  funeral  ritual  for  the 
priests  of  Atbor. 

*'  I  have  been  many  years  engaged  in  transcribing,** 
she  answered  with  modest  dignity,  without  raising  her 
3ye8  to  my  lace. 

'^  I  have  not  seen  you  before  in  the  palace,  though  I 
have  often  been  in  this  hall,''  I  said,  feeling  awakened 
in  nic  an  interesr  to  learn  more  of  the  extraordinary 
people  who  toil  f«>r  the  erown  of  Egypt,  and  whoso  an- 
04u>tors  have  been  j)riiices. 

*"  I  have  been  at  Ilaamses  for  a  few  days.  My  mother 
was  ill,  and  I  liastened  U*  her/^ 

"  I  hope  your  return  is  a  proof  of  her  recovery,**  1 
^flid  kindly 
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She  nued  her  splendid  eyee  to  m;  face,  with  ft  look 
in  them  of  enrprisa  If  I  interpreted  aright  their  mean- 
tng,  it  was,  "  Can  this  prioce  take  any  interest  in  the 
w<dfare  of  a  Hebrew  woman  1"  Seeing  that  ray  own 
ejes  encoantored  hers  with  a  look  of  friendly  concern, 
she  spoke,  and  said : 

"  She  is  better." 

Her  voice  had  a  mellow  and  rich  cadence  in  it,  wholly 
diflbrent  from  the  low,  silvery  ttmes  with  which  the 
E^Tptisn  ladies  speak. 

"I  rejoice  with  yon,"  I  said. 

She  alowly  shook  her  superb  head,  about  which  the 
jet-black  hair  was  bonnd  in  a  profusion  of  braids.  TIture 
were  tonee  in  her  voice,  too,  that  again  recalled  Prince 
Bemeeee.  Hence  the  secret  of  the  interest  that  I  took 
in  conversing  with  her. 

"  Why  do  you  shake  yonr  head  ?"  I  asked. 

**  Why  should  the  Hebrew  wiah  to  prolong  life  !" 

She  said  this  in  a  tone  of  deep  emotion,  but  continued 
her  occupation,  which  was  now  copying  a  leaf  of  brill- 
iantly colored  hieroglyphic  inscriptions  into  the  sort  of 
ronning-hand  the  Egyptians  make  use  of  in  ordinary  in- 
tercourse. There  are  three  modes  of  tracing  the  char- 
acters of  this  system  of  writing  ;  and  scribes  adopt  one, 
which,  while  it  takes  the  hieroglyph  for  its  copy,  repre- 
sents it  by  a  few  strokes  that  often  bear,  to  the  unini 
dated  eye,  no  resemblance  to  the  model.  This  mode 
the  Hebrewess  was  makiag  use  of,  writing  it  with  ease 
and  elegance. 

*'  life  to  you,  in  this  palace,  under  such  a  gentle  mifr 
trees  as  Osiria,  cannot  be  bitter." 

"  I  have  no  want    I  am  treated  here  as  if  T  were  not 


L 
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of  the  race  of  the  Hebrews.     But,  my  lord,"  she 
elevating  eliglitly  her  noble-toned  voice,  tliough  oa  ^ 
raising  her  eyes,  ^^  I  am  not  so  seliish,  believe  me,  as  to^ — ■ 
have  no  thought  beyond    my  own   personal   comfon.^ 
.  How  can  I  be  ha])py,  even  amid  all  the  kindness  I  ex-  — 
perience  in  this  virtuous  family,  when  mj*^  heart  ia  op 
|»res8od  with  the  bondage  of  my  people?    Thou  art  bat 
a  stranger  in  Egypt,  O  prince, — for  I  have  heard  of  thee.    - 
and  who  thou  art, — and  yet  thou  hast  seen  and  felt  for    ' 
my  j)eoplc  I" 

^'  I  liave,  indeed,  seen  their  misery  and  toil ;  but  ho« 
didst  thou  know  it  ?" 

'^  From  tlie  vencra]>le  Ben  Isaac,  whose  son  Israel  thou 
didst  pity  and  relieve  at  the  fountain  of  the  ahepherdt.** 
She  said  this  gratefully  and  with  feeling. 

^'Tlioudidfit  hoar  of  this?" 

''  He  was  of  my  kinsfolk.  Tliey  told  mc  of  your  kind- 
ness with  tears  and  ])1('&sings;  for  it  is  so  unusnal  with 
our  peoplo  to  licar  in  Egypt  the  voice  of  pity,  or  behold 
a  look  of  pymnatliv  !" 

"  I  hope  the  lad  recovered,"  I  said,  feeling  that  her 
kn(»wledgo  nf  that  little  incidont  had  remove<l  fn>m  be- 
tween US  the  barrier  which  soparatci^  entire  strangere. 
r>o?idos,  dear  mothor,  it  i<  iTni»r»ssiMo  for  me,  a  Syrian, 
to  liH»k  njntii  tho  llfhivw  jK'oplo,  who  are  also  Svrianfi 
bv  dojscont  froTu  Abrani,  the  Syrian  prince,  with  Egyp- 
P:iTi  oyos  and  ])rcjudi(Ms.  Th oy  n'^ard  them  as  slaves. 
.i:id  look  upon  tluMH  from  thi*  ]Hisitii»n  of  the  master  I 
never  have  known  them  as  slaves,  I  am  not  their  mas- 
ter, and  1  r(»;^ard  tlieni,  therefore,  witli  interest  and  svm- 
pathy,  as  an  unhaj»py  Syrian  j>o«»plo,  who  deserve  a 
better  fate,  which  I  trust  their  ginls  have  in  storti  for 
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i«iu.  Tlieieforo,  wliilc  an  Egyi>liaii  wnulil  fei-I  it  a 
L'tn^latiori.  (ir  ut  luast  infinite  <.-<iiid4«consiitn,  lu  cou- 
cree  I'uiiiiliiirh-  willi  u  Ilrlipow  i-f  oiiliiT  mjx,  I  liuve  no 
Qcli  iiilxmi  and  iubn'tl  iiloiii'.  Miiiaiii  was  in  my  eyes 
nly  u  lit-aiitifiil  mill  ilii^niliL-'l  Syrian  wimian,  in  bond- 
P'.  N"  .limlit,  if  tin-  [irnnil  und  ijnoonlr  Liixum  hod 
Used  \i\\  and  disco ven-d  me  in  conversation  with  licr, 
le  would  Imve  niurvclifd  at  my  Uistc;  nr  have  been 
I'j'leitm.Hj  ill  an  imi>ni]irii'ty  W)  nnwurlhy  (if  my  posi- 
>i»  ;  tor  tli>iii;;1i.  whorosoover  I  havo  mnm  Ilobrews  do- 
i-fctiiiiiod  in  fiiinili(.>H.  1  liavi-  nlwrved  the iiffability  and 
utlnce^  witli  nliich  ihi ir  faithl'iil  Hcrvices  are  naiially 
Warded  by  th'if^f-  thoy  f^i-rve,  vol  tlierc  cannot  l>o  8 
'l*r  pu\f  Wtwct-n  ilif  rcahiif)  of  (htiris  and  Typhon, 
»n  bt-tween  iho  Epyptiaii  nf  rank  and  the  Hebrew. 
It'  fi'W  thonr^and  ft  the  mnro  rcfim-d  and  attractive  ol 
*ii  M'xi.ti.  who  are  to  be  l'r<nnd  in  palaccA  and  the 
■n*o«  ..f  n-'blop.  are  too  limitf><)  in  number  tn  quality 
*■  A-(!;np  of  cimiompt  wirli  wtiioli  the  miserable  niil- 
"i!*  "f  their  brerliron,  wlm  toil  in  the  brick-fieldfl  south 

f  >n,  lictwfon  the  Xilc  and  the  detwrt,  and  in  other 
:»ni!  ..f  K;rri>t,  are  nnivenially  repanled.  Even  the 
'■Wf»l  Firyj-Maii  i^^  d.-eiTn-d  by  biniM-lf  atn.ve  the  liest 
f  ;W  I!.Ti  l^ira.l-.  Whiit  iniirvi-l.  tliereS.re.  that  the 
iaT!'U-"'iiie.  darkevi'd  yoiittie  wlio  sorve  as  papea,  ind 
'■■'■eBii'fiil  liruiii-rtfs  who  waif  iiii"n  nii>tri-;sos.  havt 

ud  and  'iiiiid  air,  and  wear  a  }:rnih',  di'iirocating 
^,  oi  if  they  were  fnliy  O'liPcioHs  of  their  degra- 
I' ion ' 

■*  lie  if  wt-II,"  Miriam  answered,  "and  desires  me  tc 
k  Tou  il  pray  yon  pardon  the  pieenmptiou!)  if  h« 
Ij  •erre  you  F 
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''  I  learn  that  a  Btranger  cannot  take  a  Hebrew  into 
fiervice,"  I  answered. 

''  True.  We  are  the  servantB  of  the  Egyptians,'*  the 
said,  eadly.  ''But  the  great  Prince  Bemeeea,  son  of 
Pharaoh'8  daughter,  will  suffer  it  if  you  ask  him.  Will 
you  do  this  for  the  lad?  Otherwise  he  will  perish  ia 
the  field,  for  his  spirit  and  strength  are  not  equal  to  hii 
tasks.'' 

"  The  prince  is  absent,  but  I  will  ask  the  queen,''  I 
answered,  happy  to  do  so  great  a  favor  to  the  yonthfal 
Hebrew,  in  whom  I  felt  a  deep  interest,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  our  nature  to  feel  kindly  towards  those  for  whom  we 
have  done  ofiices  of  kindness. 

''  I  thank  you,  and  Iiis  father  and  he  will  bless  you, 
O  Prince  of  Tyro,''  she  said,  taking  my  hand  and  car- 
rying it  to  her  forehead,  and  tlien  respectfully  kissing  it; 
and  H6  she  did  so,  I  saw  a  tear  fall  upon  my  signet 
finger. 

"  I  feel  much  for  your  people,"  I  said. 

She  continued  lior  tiisk  in  sih^nce;  but  tears  began  sp 
rapi<lly  to  rain  down  upon  tlie  papyrus,  over  which  her 
head  was  1)ent,  tliat  slie  was  compelled  to  turn  her  face 
away,  lest  elie  sliouM  si>oiI  her  work.  After  a  few  mo- 
ments she  niisi'<I  Iier  face,  and  said,  with  shining  eye^— 

"Pardi»n  mo,  my  lord  prince,  but  your  few  kind 
words,  to  will  ell  my  em's  are  all  unused,  have  broken 
up  till'  seal(Ml  f<»nn tains  of  my  heart.  It  is  seldom  that 
^  we  child ivn  of  Jacob  hoar  the  accents  of  sympathy,  or 
tiiid  ai.y  one  to  manitVst  concern  for  us,  when  not  pe^ 
wjiially  iiittTcstLMJ  in  doing  so." 

At  this  niMiiu-iit,  the  sound  of  the  sistrom  before  the 
sacred  ultar  of  the  tem]ile,  foil  uj)on  mv  ears;  and« 
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ing  r-kund  to  the  cost,  I  laid  my  hands  acrofis  my  breast, 
and  iKiwed  nij  head  low  in  wr)rBhip,  it  being  the  signal 
that  the  hierarch  wsis  (ifTering  incense  and  libations. 

Ti»  my  siirprise,  the  Ilebrew  woman  pursued  her  work, 
and  remained  with  her  liead,  as  I  thought,  more  proudly 
elevated  tlian  before. 

**  Do  you  not  worship  ?"  I  asked,  with  surprise. 
'•Yes,  the  One  God,"  slie  answered,  with  dignity. 
I  started  with  surprise,  that  a  bondwoman  should  de 
dare,  f^y  openly  and  familiarly,  the  mystery  which  even 
Rcmeses  scarcely  dared  to  receive,  and  which  I  had  ac- 
cepte<l  with  hesitation  and  awe. 

"How  knowest  thou  tliore  is  One  God?"  I  said,  re- 
garding her  with  <leepcning  interest. 
**  Fn»m  our  fathers." 

**  I)«»  all  your  people  worship  the  One  Unity  T' 
**'  Not  all,"  she  answered,  a  shadow  passing  across  her 
qneenly  brow.  "Tlie  masses  of  our  enslaved  nation  know 
only  the  g'xls  of  E^ypt.     They  adore  Apis  with  servil- 
ity.    Tliey  are  the  first  to  hail  the  new-found  calf-god, 
if,  by  chance,  he  be  found  in  the  nome  where  they  toil. 
They  an.»  i^n»rant  of  the  true  God,  an<l  degraded  by  their 
V»np  servitude  (t'or  we  are  all  bom  in  bondage- -a/Z .') ; 
ihfj  wi.rsliip  the  gndf«  «»f  ihcir  masters;   imd  pots  of 
flesb  which  arc  i»cnt  fn»ni  tlic  sacriticcs  by  the  prosely- 
ting prirsts,  a*!  bribes  to  make  our  chief  men  bow  down 
to  (Viris  and  Apis  are   tcin]^tati«>nH  eniuigh  tr  cause 
tliCM  eMers  dailv  to  denv  the  Gi»<l  of  their  father  Abra- 
kam.    Jaci.li  and  Joseph  are  bec«>nie  EiryjJtians,  and 
tliekniiwkMl^e  of  the  undivided  (tod  is  j)reserved  c»idy 
^J  a  few,  who  have  kept  sacre^l  the  traditions  of  our 
ftdien  " 
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Tins  was  said  with  deep  feeling,  and  with  an  azpres. 
Bion  of  anger  mingled  with  sorrow. 

"  What  do  you  worship  ?"  I  asked. 

-'  Tlic  God  of  Abraham." 

^'  Abraiii  Wiis  a  Syrian  prince,"  I  said.  ^*  He  nnut 
have  worshipped  fire,  and  the  sun." 

^^  In  his  youth  he  did.  But  the  great  Lord  of  hearen 
revealed  Himself  to  him  as  One  God,  and  thenct* fortli  he 
know  and  worshipped  only  the  Lord  of  heaven  and 
earth." 

^^  How  knowest  thou  mysteries  which  are  approached 
with  the  j^reatest  awe  by  the  most  sacred  priests  ?  *' 

'*  Abraham,  our  father,  gave  to  Isaac,  his  sou,  the 
knowledge  of  One  God,  God  of  goda  I — above,  beyond, 
higher,  and  over  the  fabulous  Osiris,  Apis,  Thoth, 
Ilorus,  and  all  other  so-called  deities.  Isaac  left  the 
knowledge  with  his  son  Jacob.  From  Jacob  it  de- 
scended to  his  twelve  sons.  ])rinces  by  birth ;  and  we  axe 
th(.Mr  progeny ;  and  though  in  bondage,  and  tempted  to 
bow  down  oui*selves  to  the  gods  of  Eg)'pt,  yet  there  re- 
main ii  few  in  Israel  who  have  never  bowed  the  knee  to 
the  bhiok  statue  of  Apis,  or  crossed  the  breast  befoxe 
til"  e<^)l(h'n  image  of  Osiris.'' 

'^  What  is  the  name  of  the  One  Qod  yon,  and  mfaidt 
like  yours,  w<»r8hij>')f"  I  afkod. 

*'  He  is  called  the  One  Lord;  not  only  Lord  of  the 
PUT!,  but  Lord  of  the  lords  of  the  sun.  He  is  One  in 
His  being.  One  in  p<»wer,  and  yields  not  Ilia  glory  and 
dominion  to  others.     Such  is  the  tradition  of  onr  faith.** 

'*How  Iiast  thou  resisted  the  worship  of  Egyptl"  I 
asked.  '*  Hiist  thou  not  from  a  child  been  an  inmate  of 
this  palace  H" 
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■*  Yee,  my  lord  prince.  Bat  my  inotlier  taught  aw 
early  the  truths  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  and  I  have 
lield  firmly  to  the  worship  of  my  fathers,  amid  tempta- 
tioDs,  trials,  and  meiiacCB.  But  all  the  gods  of  Egypt 
have  not  turned  me  aside  from  the  One  God ;  and  my 
heart  t«lls  me  tliat  in  Him,  and  Hini  alone,  I  lire,  and 
move,  and  have  my  being  I" 

I  regarded  this  noble-looking  bondwoman  with  sni<. 
priao  and  profound  respect.  Here,  from  the  lips  of  a 
fcniale,  a  slave,  had  I  heard  tlie  mystery  of  God  made 
known,  by  one  who  worshipped  boldly  the  Divine 
Unity,  which  tlie  wisdom  of  Bemeses  slimnk  from  cer- 
tainly acknowledging;  but  felt  after  only  with  hope 
and  dcsiro. 

"  Prince,"  she  said,  looking  up  into  my  face,  and 
Bjieaking  with  feeling,  "dost  thnu  believe  in  these  gods 
of  Egypt!" 

I  confess,  dear  mother,  I  was  startled  by  the  question 
But  I  replied,  smiling — 

•  I  wortship  the  gods  of  ray  own  land,  Miriiun." 

■'  Are  they  idols  J" 

"  Wliat  is  an  idol  ?" 

"An  image  or  figure  in  stone,  or  wood,  or  metal,  oi 
even  painted  with  colors,  to  which  divine  homage  is 
|.>aid,— visible  rcprcBontations  of  the  invisible." 

"  In  Plia'Tiicia  we  worship  the  snn,  and  also  honor 
certain  gods." 

"  Tlien  thou  art  not  above  the  Egyptinna.  I  saw  thet 
bend  in  attitude  of  prayer  at  the  sound  of  the  sistrum. 
Dost  thou  believe  tlmt  the  sacred  bull  is  God, — wh<, 
made  thee,  and  mo,  imd  nature,  and  the  sun,  and  stars, 
and  upholds  the  imiverBe!     Dos'  thou  beliove  Apis  or 
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Mnevis  at  On,  or  Amun  at  Thebes,  either  or  all  of  them. 
God?" 

"  Thou  art  a  wonderful  woman  I"  I  exclaimed,  **  Art 
thou  not  a  priestess  of  the  Hebrew  people  I" 

^^  Not  a  priestess.  I  simply  believe  in  the  unity  of 
God,  which  you  ought  to  believe  in ;  for  thou  art  opeu 
and  ingenuous,  and  not  afraid  of  truth.  A  prieetefis  I 
am  not,  yet  in  my  family  and  tribe  is  preserved  sacredly 
the  knowledge  of  the  God  who  spake  from  heaven  to 
our  ancestor,  the  Syrian.  Canst  thou  believe,  O  prince* 
that  a  bull  is  God  2"  she  asked  again,  almost  aathorita- 
tively. 

'^  No,  I  do  not,"  I  answered,  without  disguise. 

"  Dost  thou  believe  that  all  minor  deities  will  ulti- 
mately be  lost  in  one  God?" 

"  I  do,  most  certainly." 

'^Tlicn  worship  Him!  Thou  art  a  prince.  I  hear 
thou  wilt  become  a  king.  Wliat  would  be  your  opinion 
of  your  subjects,  and  ambassadors  of  other  lands,  also, 
if,  instead  of  presenting  petitions  to  you,  they  should 
offer  them  to  your  grand-cliumberlain,  your  royal  scribe, 
your  chief  butler,  or  chief  baker, — mistaking  them  ig- 
nonmtly  for  you?" 

I  made  no  reply,  dear  mother.  The  argument  was 
irresistible.  It  will  l)e  long,  I  feel,  before  I  recogniie 
in  A])i.s  ^r  in  any  statue  of  stone,  or  any  figure  of  a 
god,  the  One  God,  whose  existence  Remeses  firet  hinted 
at  to  me,  and  which  the  Hebrew  has  made  me  believe 
in;  fi>r  my  own  reason  responds  to  the  mighty  trnth  I 
!)(»  lint  frar,  my  drar  mi>tlier,  that  I  shall  return  to  Tyre 
an  i('Mnt»cl:i.-;' :  f^r  I  cannot  ^et  up  a  faitliin  theOneGod 
m  my  rtalm,  until  I  liavr  Ilih  existence  established  bf 
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infallible  proofs.  In  my  own  heart  I  may  believe  in  Him 
and  adore  Him,  whom  my  rea£OD  sees  through  and  be- 
yond all  material  images  of  Uimself;  but,  with  Itemesefl, 
I  innfit  secure  a  foundation  for  thiB  new  faith,  before  I 
overtura  the  ancient  fabric  of  our  mythology  of  many 
goda. 

She  resumed  ber  work.  It  was  coloring  the  wingu 
of  an  image  of  the  sun,  which,  encircled  by  an  asp, 
Ids  bead  projected,  and  with  extended  wings,  adorned 
the  beginning  of  one  of  the  leaves.  The  Bun  was  over- 
laid with  gold ;  the  aeps  were  painted  green,  and  brown, 
and  gold,  while  the  feathers  of  the  wide  winga  were 
bine,  orange,  pnrplo,  silver,  and  gilt  It  waa  an  ezqui- 
Btety  beantiful  picture. 

"That  is  a  god,"  I  said,  after  watching  for  a  time  her 
akilfol  pencil ;  *'  and  yet  yoa  design  and  color  it," 

"The  potter  is  not  responsible  for  the  use  that  his 
vases  are  put  to.  The  slave  mnst  do  her  mistreae's  work. 
I  fulfil  my  task  and  duty  by  obedience  to  the  lords  who 
are  over  me.  Yet  this  ie  not  a  god.  It  ia  the  emblem 
of  I^gTp^'  ^^  eternal  sunshine  is  symboled  in  this 
golden  disk.  The  entwining  asp  is  the  winding  Nile 
and  the  two  wings  represent  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt, 
extending  along  the  river.  It  is  an  emblem,  not  a  god. 
In  Egypt,  no  temple  is  erected  to  iL  It  is  used  only  in 
sculpture  and  over  pylons  of  temples.  Yet,"  she  added, 
"  were  it  a  god,  I  conld  not  refnse  to  depict  it.  Com- 
manded to  do,  I  obey.  The  condition  of  my  people  ia 
(Hie  of  submission ;  if  a  king  rules  well,  he  is  approved; 
if  a  slave  obeys  well,  he  also  is  approved." 

At  thia  point  of  onr  interesting  conversation,  I  saw 
tbe  noble-looking,  gray-bearded  Prince  of  Uz  paas  along 
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the  comdor,  preceded  by  the  page  of  the  reception 
room.    Seeing  me,  he  stopped  and  said  with  benignity 
and  coartesy : 

^^  Prince  of  T^re,  it  is  a  pleasnre  for  me  to  meet  widi 
yoQ  here  I  I  am  about  to  leave  Egypt  for  Damaacai 
and  learn  from  her  majesty,  the  good  queen,  that  yo« 
have  a  galley  which  goes  in  a  few  days  from  Pelnaum 
to  Tyre.  I  have  come  hither,  knowing  you  to  be  a 
guest  of  my  friend  the  high-priest,  to  ask  perminioD  to 
sail  in  her.  I  have  but  a  small  retinue,  as  my  carsTaa 
has  already  gone  through  Arabia  Deserta,  on  its  way  to 
Upper  Syria.  I  take  with  me  but  my  secretary,  scribe, 
cup-bearer,  armor-bearer,  courier,  and  ten  servantB. 

1  assured  the  venerable  prince  that  it  would  give  mm 
the  greatest  pleasure  to  surrender  to  him  the  cabin  and 
state-chamber  of  your  galley,  my  dear  mother.  And 
he  will  be  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  me  preaenting 
him  to  you.  I  have  already  spoken  of  him  in  my  ac- 
count of  my  first  banquet  with  the  queen.  He  is  a 
prince,  wise,  good,  virtuous,  and  greatly  honored,  not 
only  for  his  wisdom,  but  for  the  patience,  like  a  god'is 
witli  which  he  has  endured  the  most  wonderful  Buffer- 
ings. At  one  time  he  lost  sons,  daughters,  servants, 
floeke,  herds,  houses,  treasures,  and  health :  yet  he 
ni'ltlier  cursed  tlio  gods  nor  sought  escape  in  death.  In 
reward  for  liis  patience  and  endurance,  the  heavenly 
powers  restored  to  liim  all  things ;  and  his  name  ia  now 
but  another  term  for  sacred  submission  to  the  divine 
decrees. 

Ilaving  courteously  tliankod  me  for  granting  his  wish, 
he  looked  closely  at  Uie  Hebrew  woman,  and  then  aaid 
to  her — 
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"  la  it  troe  that  thy  people  worship  the  One  God !" 

"  It  IB  tme,  O  prince  I"  she  anewered  modestly. 

"  This  IB  the  trne  wisdom  of  life,  to  know  the  Almighty, 
and  be  admitted  into  the  eecreta  of  the  Holy  One  I  Be- 
hold !  happy  Ib  the  man  who  attaineth  to  this  knowl- 
edge. The  world  gropes  in  darkness  in  the  daytime, 
ind  stumbles  in  th»  uoon-day  as  in  ihe  night,  not  seeing 
Ihe  pathway  to  God.  Bleaeed  art  thou,  O  daughter  of 
the  wise  Abram,  the  princely  Isaac,  the  good  Jacob — the 
three  great  Syrian  princes  of  the  East — In  that  thou 
knowest,  thoa  and  thy  people,  the  traditions  of  thy 
fathere  I  Can  a  man  by  searching  find  out  God  ?  Can 
the  priests  by  their  wisdom  find  out  the  Almighty  to 
perfection  t  Their  light  is  darkness  I  bnt  the  sons  of 
Israel  BeD  Abram  have  the  knowledge  of  tlie  Most 
High,  and  are  wiser  than  Egypt  I" 

Kiriam  regarded  the  majestic  old  man  with  eyes  ex- 
preesive  of  wonder  and  joy.  They  seemed  to  ask : 
"  Who  art  thou )"  He  understood  their  interrogatiDg 
expression,  and  said : 

"  Danghter  of  Abram,  o£^ring  of  wise  kings,  who 
walked  with  the  One  God,  who  found  Him  and  came 
evflD  onto  His  seat,  when  darkness  covered  the  beam 
of  all  men,  I  also  worship  GOD  I  I  am  of  the  family 
of  the  King  Melchisedec,  who  knew  Abram  thy  father 
They  both  bad  knowledge  of  the  mystery  of  the  Divine 
Unity  1  They  were  friends,  and  wonhipped  Gk>d,  the 
Almighty,  when  the  nnderstanding  of  men  knew  Him 
not  and  denied  the  God  that  is  above,  and  the  spirit  of 
God  who  made  them,  and  the  breath  of  the  Almighty 
that  gave  them  life.  Our  God  speaketh  everywhere. 
yet  man  perceiveth  it  not,  neither  doth  be  know  Ilif 
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voice !  Touching  the  Almighty — who  can  find  him  out! 
Tlie  world  lacketh  wisilom,  and  is  devoid  of  nnderetand- 
ing,  to  bow  down  to  the  work  of  their  own  hands,  and 
Bee  not  Iliin  who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  eartli,  who 
hath  stretched  His  line  upon  the  heavens,  and  to  whom 
all  the  morning  stars  sang  together  at  their  creation,  and 
all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy  I" 

Tlie  venerable  Syrian  uttered  these  words  with  an  air 
of  inspiration.  His  eyes  were  fixed  inquiringly  upon 
my  face,  as  if  he  directed  his  speech  to  me  alone. 

^^  I  would  know  the  God  that  you  and  the  Hebrewf 
know  and  worship,"  I  said,  with  emotion.  ^  I  no  longer 
recognize  Deity  in  stone  and  metal,  nor  Gk>d  in  Osiris 
and  Apis,  nor  the  Creator  of  all  in  the  snn — who  ia  but 
a  servant  to  light  the  world." 

When  I  had  thus  spoken,  the  eyes  of  the  Hebrew 
woman  beamed  with  pleasure,  and  the  Prince  of  ITi, 
whose  name  is  Ka-Iub,  or  Job,  took  my  hand  in  his  and 
said,  with  a  smile  of  benignity — 

"  Tliou  art  not  far  from  the  house  of  Truth,  O  Prince 
of  Tyre !  May  the  Almighty  instruct  thee,  and  He  who 
ordained  the  ordinances  of  heaven  enlighten  thee !  He 
alone  is  the  Almighty !  Can  Apis,  or  lo,  or  Adonis,  the 
gods  in  whom  you  believe,  give  rain  and  dew,  the  ice 
and  the  hoary  frost?  Can  they  bind  up  the  wintiy  seat 
of  Colchis,  so  that  mon  may  walk  upon  the  frozen  face 
of  the  deep,  as  upon  marble?  Can  Apis  or  Bel-Phegor 
bind  the  sweet  influences  of  Pleiades,  or  loose  the  bands 
of  ()rii>n?  Can  they  bring  forth  Mazzaroth  in  his 
Keason,  guide  Arcturus  with  his  sons,  and  hang  Aide- 
Imran  and  Sirius  in  the  finnamentf  Can  they  send 
forth  the  lightning,  and  give  to  thunder  its  voicet    My 
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■oo,  tliare  is  a  Bpirit  in  man,  and  the  inspiration  of  the 
Almi^htj  gireth  nnderetanding  to  them  that  teek  it. 
Behold,  God  ib  great,  and  wo  know  Him  not,  neither 
can  the  namber  of  Ilis  jeare  be  Bcarchod  out ;  yet  wbo- 
•oerer  prajeth  onto  Uim,  He  will  be  favorable  nnto, 
and  will  deliver  bis  soul,  and  bis  life  shall  see  the  light 
of  tJie  living !   Deny  not,  my  son,  the  God  that  ta  above  I" 

"  Bat  where,  O  wise  man  of  God,  is  the  Almighty  to 
be  lound,  and  whilhcr  shall  my  underatauding  go  oat  U> 
find  the  place  of  Uis  tlirono  I"  I  asked,  feeling  like  a 
child  at  his  feet,  nnder  the  power  of  his  words.  "  I  am 
weary  of  idols,"  I  contioned,  catching  the  spirit  of  his 
fpeech,  "and  with  worshipping  myths  bom  of  the 
ignorance  of  roan.  Wliere  shall  the  Maker  be  foondt 
8how  me  Ilia  seat,  O  man  of  God,  that  I  may  fall  down 
before  His  footstool  I" 

**  God  is  everywhere,  bat  His  throne  is  in  thy  heart; 
flis  wisdom  has  no  price,  neither  can  it  be  gotten  for 
gold.  The  depth  eaya,  It  is  not  in  me  1  The  sea  saitfa. 
It  is  not  with  me  t  It  cannot  be  weighed  in  the  balance; 
nor  can  it  be  valoed  with  the  gold  of  Ophir ;  and  the 
exchange  of  it  shall  not  be  jewels  of  fine  gold.  The 
Uipaz  of  Ethiopia  shall  not  purchase  it,  nor  shall  the 
eorml  and  j>earls  of  the  isles  of  the  sea  eqnal  it ;  for  the 
price  of  the  wisdom  of  God  is  above  mbies  I  The  feat 
of  the  Lord  ihat  is  wisdom,  and  lo  the  Almighty  is 
r<iitid  f>f  them  who  hnmbly  seek  Him.  An  idol,  my 
SOD,  is  a  snare,  and  the  false  gods  of  the  world  lead  li> 
de»tnicti'>n ;  ihcy  have  cyc-s  but  see  not,  ears  bnt  hear 
not,  feet  bur  walk  not,  hands  wliich  bless  not,  months 
that  «pcak  no  wisdom!  But  God  is  tlic  Maker  and 
Father  of  Uis  creatures,  and  concealeth  His  glory  in  the 
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secret  places  of  His  heaven ;  yet  the  pore  in  heart  ahaO 
find  Him,  and  they  that  plead  with  Him  shall  not  be 
mocked.  He  will  come  nnto  thee,  and  abide  with  thee, 
and  thou  shalt  know  the  Almighty  as  a  father.  I  have 
tided  Him  and  He  has  proved  me,  and  though  He 
sorely  afflicted  me  He  did  not  forsake  me,  and  in  the 
end  came  to  me  with  more  abundant  honor  and  bleaa- 
mg." 

^^Will  God  pardon  transgression  f  I  asked,  giving 
utterance  in  tins  brief  question  to  a  thought  of  my  heart 
that  no  mythology  could  answer. 

''There  is  no  promise  to  man,  that  transgreaaioD 
against  a  sacred  and  sinless  God  can  be  forgiven.  We 
must  hope  in  His  mercy  at  the  end  I  I  have  prayed,  in 
my  affliction,  O  prince,  for  a  Day's  man— one  to  atand 
between  me  and  the  Almighty,  to  plead  for  me !  My 
heart  hath  yearned  for  One ;  and  I  feel  that  the  yearn- 
ing of  my  heart  is  a  prophecy." 

''  Dost  thou  believe  a  Day's  man,  or  mediator,  wiU 
be  given  by  the  great  God  to  man,  to  intercede  for 
transgressors  against  His  holiness!"  I  aaked,  between 
sweet  hope  and  trembling  fear. 

''  We  have  a  tradition  that  has  overleaped  the  flood 
and  come  down  tr>  us,  that  One  will  yet  stand  between 
eartli  and  heaven  to  plead  with  the  Creator  for  Hi« 
creatures,  and  that  the  Almighty  will  hear  His  voice." 

^'  Is  not  this  feebly  typified  in  Horns,  the  son  of  Oairia, 
who  presents  the  souls  of  the  dead  and  acts  as  their 
friend  ?"  I  asked. 

"  Without  doubt,"  answered  the  Prince  of  Da,  "This 
belief  is  found  shadowed  forth  in  all  faiths  of  STery 
land.     But  I  must  not  detain  you,  my  lord  prinoe." 
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I  then  accompanied  the  white-haired  Prince  of  Uz  to 
the  galley  in  which  he  had  crossed  the  Nile,  and  taking 
leave  of  him,  promised  to  see  him  ere  he  sailed. 

Believe  me,  dear  mother,  there  is  but  One  fiod,  and 
that  an  idol  is  nothing  on  earth,  not  even  the  god- 
created  sua.  I  have  since  had  another  long  conversa- 
tion with  the  Prince  of  Uz,  and  he  has  (convinced  nie 
that  in  worshipping  images  and  attrihutes  we  offend 
the  High  God,  and  degrade  our  own  natures. 

Farewell,  dear  mother. 

Your  devoted  son, 

Sesostbul 


\ 
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LETTEB    ZIX. 

Oat  cm  Ob. 

Ut   DKABB8T  MoTHEB: 

It  is  many  weeks  since  mj  last  letter  was  writUn. 
The  interval  has  been  occupied  bj  me,  in  visiting  aE 
places  of  interest  in  Lower  Egpjt,  previons  to  my  voyagf 
up  the  Nile,  to  the  kingdom  of  theThcbaid.  Bat  the  in- 
telligence that  your  last  letter  contains,  of  the  misQnder- 
standing  arising  between  you  and  the  King  of  Cypmai  and 
your  fear  that  war  may  ensue,  will  compel  me  to  aban- 
don  my  tour  to  the  Cataracts,  and  return  to  Tyre,  onlea 
tlio  next  courier  brings  more  pacific  news.  Bat  I  trust 
that  the  wisdom  and  personal  influence  of  your  ambaa* 
sador,  Isaphris,  will  result  in  an  amicable  terminatioD 
of  the  difficulty.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  haughty 
King  of  the  Isle  will  make  due  concessions,  for  his  treat 
inent  of  your  shipwrecked  merchantmen,  when  your 
ainbaesudor  disclaims  all  intention,  on  the  part  of  yoar 
majesty,  of  planting  an  invading  colony  in  any  part  of 
his  bhoros,  and  assures  him  that  the  vessels,  which  he 
supposed  brought  a  company  of  Phcenicians  to  occnpy 
his  soil,  were  driven  thither  when  bound  for  Carthage 
and  distant  Gades.  But  should  he  refuse  to  release  your 
subjects  and  to  restore  their  vessels  and  goods,  war  would 
inevitably  ensue,  and  I  will  hasten  home  to  oondnct  it 
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iu  person  Do  not  delay  sending  me  the  earliest  intel- 
ligence by  a  special  galley.  Until  I  hear  from  yon,  I 
shall  linger  in  Lower  Egypt. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  dear  mother,  1  have  heard 
liie  most  important  intelligence  from  the  seat  of  war  in 
Ethiopia ;  and  what  is  more,  that  the  Prince  Remeees  is 
oven  now  on  his  return  to  Memphis,  a  conqueror !  The 
dispatches  brought  by  the  courier  state,  that  four  weeks 
ago  the  army  of  Egypt  engaged  Occhoris,  beyond  the 
gates  of  Thebes,  and  after  a  severe  battle,  in  which  the 
chariots  and  horse  were  engaged,  he  was  forced  to  re- 
treat ;  that  he  gained  a  new  position,  and  fortified  him- 
sell',  but  was  dislodged  from  it,  and  hiially  routed  in  the 
open  plain,  he  himself  being  taken  prisoner,  with  moat 
of  his  chief  captains ;  while  a  great  spoil  in  treasuree, 
camp-eqnipage,  elephants,  camels,  and  horses,  besides 
csptivee  innumerable,  enriched  the  victors.  This  news 
hsB  gladdened  the  heart  of  Queen  Amonse,  and  relieved 
her  mind  fr^m  the  great  anxiety  that  has  oppressed  it 
ever  since  the  departure  of  RemeseB,  lest  he  should  lose 
hie  life  in  the  campaign,  as  his  father  had  done  before 
him.  But,  without  a  wound,  he  returns  triumphant, 
leading  his  enemy  captive  at  the  wheels  of  his  war-char- 
iot. The  ci^  is  excited  with  joy,  and  in  all  the  tem- 
ples, ascending  incense  and  bleeding  sacrifices,  together 
with  libations  and  oblations,  bear  testimony  to  the  nni- 
veraal  gratitude  of  the  nation,  at  the  defeat  of  the  heredi- 
tMTj  foe  of  the  kingdom. 

1  will  for  a  time  delay  this  letter,  tliat  I  may  witnen 
the  Bcenes  m  the  city  and  behold  the  rites  for  victory, 
which,  I  am  told,  will  be  most  imposing,  especially  in 
the  temples  of  Apis  and  of  Yolcan. 


I 
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Iblahd  and  Faj^ace  or  Bboda. 

Two  weeks  have  elapsed  since  I  laid  down  mj  pen, 
dearest  mother.  In  the  interval  I  have  been  too  much 
occupied  to  resume  it,  but  do  so  now  with  matter  of  tht 
tleepest  interest  to  communicate.  Remeaes  has  returned. 
Two  days  ago  he  entered  Memphis  in  warlike  triumph. 
On  hearing  of  his  approach,  I  hastened  to  meet  him 
three  days^  journey  up  the  Nile.  When  we  met,  ha 
embraced  me  as  a  brother,  with  expressions  of  joy ;  but 
the  iirst  question  he  put  to  me  was : 

*'The  queen — my  mother,  Sesostris,  is  she  well!*' 

"  Well,  and  happy  at  your  victories,"  I  answered. 

^^  And  your  royal  mother  also,  the  Queen  Epiphia 
how  fared  she  when  last  you  heard  from  her  t" 

"  In  good  health,  save  her  wish  to  see  me,"  I  anawered. 

Thus,  dear  mother,  did  this  noble  prince,  amid  all  the 
splendor  of  his  victories,  first  think  of  his  mother  and 
mine !  It  is  this  filial  i>iety,  which  is  one  of  the  mott 
eminent  traits  of  his  lofty  and  pure  character;  and 
where  love  for  a  mother  reigns  supremely  in  the  hearty 
all  other  virtues  will  cluster  around  it 

I  found  Kenieses  descending  the  river  in  a  hundred- 
oared  galloy,  to  whicli  I  was  conveyed  by  a  barge  which 
lie  sent  for  me,  on  recognizing  me.  It  was  decorated 
^viih  the  insignia  tif  all  the  divisions  of  his  army.  Be- 
jiiid  it  came  two  galleys  containing  the  prisoners  of 
rank,  who  were  bound  in  chains  upon  the  deck.  The 
Ethiopian  king  was  in  the  galley  with  Bemeseti  who 
courteously  let  him  go  free  in  fhe  cabin^  where  he  was 
served  by  his  couijueror's  own  cup-bearer.  Farther  ia 
the  rear  came  tlie  fleet,  their  parti-colored  green,  urangei 
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blae,  and  scarlet  eaik,  and  the  bronzed  and  gilded  heads 
(rf*  hawka,  eagles,  wolres,  lions,  and  ibises  upon  the  top- 
masts, presenting  a  grand  and  brilliant  spectacle.  Ever 
and  anon,  a  loud,  wild  shoot  woald  swell  along  the  water, 
from  the  victorioos  troops.  One  half  of  the  fleet  had 
been  left  in  the  Thebald  country  with  Prince  MceriB, 
who  intended  to  invade  the  interior  of  Ethiopia  and 
menace  ita  capital. 

Yon  maj  imagine,  dear  mother,  that  Semeses  had 
many  qaeetions  to  ask  and  answer,  as  well  as  L  I  drew 
Trom  him  a  modest  narratire  of  his  battles;  bnt  he  spoke 
more  freely  of  the  briUiaot  courage  of  Prince  Mceris  than 
of  his  own  acts.  After  we  had  sat  in  the  moonlight, 
upon  the  poop  of  his  galley,  conversing  for  several 
hoars,  1  asked  permission  to  see  bis  royal  captive,  who 
I  fancied  waa  some  wild  savage  chief,  with  the  hairy 
bead  and  neck  of  a  lion,  aod  the  glaring  eyes  of  a  wolf. 
When  I  expressed  my  opinion  to  Remeses,  he  smiled 
and  said: 

"  I  will  send  to  him  and  ask  if  he  will  receive  me  and 
the  Prince  of  Tyre ;  for  ho  has  heard  me  make  mention 
of  yon." 

"  Yoti  Egyptians  treat  yonr  captives  with  delicate 
coarte^,"  I  said,  "  to  send  to  know  if  they  will  receive 
yon." 

**  I  fear  snch  is  not  onr  custom.  Captives  taken  in 
war  by  oar  soldiers,  are,  I  fear,  bat  little  better  off  than 
those  of  other  conqnering  armies ;  yet  I  have  done  all 
that  is  possible  to  alleviate  their  condition,  and  have 
forbidden  onnecessary  cmelty,  such  as  tying  their  arms 
in  onnatoral  positiona  and  dragging  them  in  long  lines 
at  the  rear  of  ronning  chariots  1    If  yon  see  the  army 
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CD  shore,  you  will  find  that  it  is  hard  to  teach  the  Egyp- 
tian soldier  mercy  towards  a  captive  foe." 

I  regarded  the  prince  with  silent  admiration.  ^Hoi 
is  it,''  I  asked  of  myself,  '^  that  this  man  is  in  advina 
of  all  his  predecessors  and  before  his  age  in  virtue  P 

^^ILs  majesty  will  see  the  Prince  of  Tyre  and  alsobii 
conqueror,"  were  the  words  which  the  messenger  brooglit 
to  Kemeses. 

Descending  a  flight  of  steps,  we  advanced  along  t 
second   deck,  and  then    passing  the  door  leading  to 
the  state -cabins,  we  descended  again,  and  came  to  tko 
range  of  apartments  occupied  by  the  governor  of  tha 
rowers  and  the  chief  ])ilot.    Tlie  latter  had  vacated  hii 
room  to  the  royal  captive.     U|K>n  entering,  reclining 
on  a  couch  of  leopard's  skins  spread  in  the  moonlight 
which  shone  broadly  in  upon  the  floor  through   the 
colunms  that  suj)ported  the  deck,  I  beheld  a  young 
man,  not  more  than  my  own  age.     His  features  were 
remarkable.     Uis  nose  was  slightly  aquiline,  his  fore- 
head high  and  commanding,  his  brows  arched  and  deli- 
cate as  a  woman's,  beneath  which  were  the  blackest 
and  largest  eyes  I  ever  beheld,  and  which  seemed  to 
emit  a  burning  8plendi»r.     His  finely  formed  mouth  was 
almost  voluptuous  in  its  fulness  and  expression;  yet  I 
could  j>orceive  a  slight  nervous  contraction  of  the  under- 
lip,  as  if  be  were  8tru^gling between  shame  and  hanghtj 
indifrerence,  when  he  brheld  us.     Ilis  clun  was  without 
^>eard.     Ilis  black  locks  were  braided  and  bound  up 
:»y  a  fillet  of  gold,  studded  with  jewels.     His  helmet, 
which  was  of  beaten  gold,  lay  by  his  side  dented  with 
many  a  stroke  of  sword  and  battle-axe;  and  I  saw  that 
a  wound  upon  his  left  temple  corresponded  to  ooe  of 
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Uieee  indentations.  HJb  hands  wore  rery  small,  and  of 
a  nnt-brown  coior  (aa  waa  liia  complexion),  and  covered 
with  ma^ive  rings.  A  collar,  rich  with  eiuoraJdB,  encir- 
cled liis  neck,  from  which  was  suepended  an  amulet  of 
agate,  and  a.  little  silver  box  containing  a  royal  charm, 
lie  waa  dressed  in  a  gaudy  but  rich  robe  of  needle-work, 
which  waa  open  in  front,  and  displayed  a  corselet  and 
breastplate  of  the  finest  steel,  inlaid  with  gold.  Ilia 
amall  feet  were  bare,  save  a  light  sandal  of  gilded  ga- 
zelle-leather. Altogether  he  waa  aa  elegant  and  fine- 
looking  a  barbaric  prince  aa  one  would  care  to  behold, 
dear  mother,  and  not  at  all  the  monster  in  aspect  I 
Lad  pictured  him :  yet  I  am  well  convinced,  that  in  that 
splendid  form  lie  powera  of  endurance  which  make  him 
respected,  by  the  barbariana  he  commands ;  and  that 
within  thoee  fierce  eyes  blazes  a  soul,  as  fiery  as  any 
barbaric  prince  requires;  while  the  firm  expression  of 
his  month,  at  limes,  betrayed  a  resolved  and  iron  will, 
with  which  no  one  of  his  eubjects  would  willingly  come 
into  antagonism. 

He  half-rose  gracefully  from  his  recnmbent  attitude, 
und  said,  with  an  indolent  yet  not  undignified  air,  and 
in  good  Koptic,  as  it  is  spoken  in  the  Thebaid : 

"  Welcome,  Prince  of  Tyre!  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  ex 
tend  to  yon  tlie  hospitality  you  merit.  Tou  see  my 
kingdom  is  somewhat  limited !  As  for  you,  O  Prince 
of  Egypt,  who  have  a  right  to  command,  I  need  not  ask 
you  to  be  aeated  or  recline."  Then  turning  to  me  ag^, 
"  I  have  heard  of  Tyre.  Ton  are  a  nation  of  merclianta 
who  cover  the  great  sea  with  caravans  of  galleys,  and 
plant  your  sandals  in  all  lands.  But  you  have  not  yet 
bad  Ethiopia  beneath  diem." 
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"  Our  commerce  embraces  even  yoar  own  eoumjV 
productions,  O  king !''  I  answered.  ^*  I  have  aeeo  is  ik 
mart  of  Tyre  elKcnixes  of  gold-dnat,  ostrich-feaAa^ 
dried  fruits  and  skins,  vennilion,  ebonj,  ivorj,  and  ciw 
baboons,  u]>C8,  and  leopards.  In  return  we  nnd  jn 
our  purples." 

'*  That  is  the  name  of  Tyre,  ia  it  not, — the  eitj  of  pv> 
ple-cloth  ?*'  he  said  interrogatively,  and  with  a  poiatrf 
sneer.  ^^  Ethiopia  signifies  the  land  of  warriors— ^diildni 
of  the  sun." 

I  could  not  help  smiling  at  his  vanity.  Bemem  Si 
not  say  any  thing.    Tlic  king  then  added,  pleasantly: 

^^  I  have  no  quarrel  with  thee,  O  Tyre !  Receive  tUi 
ring — that  is,  if  the  great  Remeses  do  not  regard  sUI 
possess,  a8  well  as  myself,  his  spoil — receive  it  ia  lohe 
that  we  are  at  peace." 

As  he  spoke,  he  drew  from  his  thumb  a  jewel  rf 
groat  price,  and,  taking  my  hand,  placed  it  upoo  aj 
thumb,  without  looking  to  see  whether  Rfimews  s^ 
pr«»vc<l  (»r  no, 

Aft<*r  a  brief  interview  I  left  his  presence,  and  asv 
retired  to  my  state-nM>m.  Remeses  insists  upoa  Bf 
retaining  the  ring,  which,  in  truth,  the  Ethiopiaakim 
iKMUg  a  cHiitivo.  had  no  right  to  dis))oee  qC  Bt 
lm*^os  ^avH  that  ho  displayed  the  most  daring  eoonp 
and  marvellous  «:enL*raI>hip  in  battle;  and  that,  ths^ 
y«iinig,  aTid  apparently  effeminate,  he  inherits  sD  As 
tierer,  barbarii-  i;pirit  (»f  hih  anceiitor,  Sabaoo  L,  tad  if 
his  unclf,  Itocchiris  the  Great,  and  third  of  the 

At  length  arriviMl  at  the  island  of  Rhoda^ 
liastened  t<>  eiiibrace  hit>  mother,  and  to  rendarlc 
&n  account  of  his  ex;M»<ii*io:).    The  next  day. 
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tiouB  were  made  to  receive  the  rafit  and  victorious  army, 
which  had  been  slowly  mareliing  towards  the  capital, 
along  the  weetern  bank  of  the  river.  Tliey  entered  tlie 
plain  of  the  pyramids  on  the  same  night,  column  snc- 
ceeding  column  in  a  long  line,  attended  by  an  inteniiina- 
ble  train  of  captives,  and  by  wagons,  care,  and  chariolB 
laden  with  spoils  of  arms,  treasures,  goods,  and  military 
Btores.  Having  encamped  on  their  former  ground,  they 
awaited  the  signal  to  move  towards  tlie  city  in  triam- 
phal  procession. 

The  following  morning  the  qneen  made  her  appear 
ance  at  the  head  of  the  great  aqnare,  in  front  of  the 
temple  of  Apis.  She  was  arrayed  in  her  royal  robes, 
and  sc-atc-d  in  a  elate-cLariol  of  ivory,  iulaid  with  gold, 
drawn  by  fonr  white  horses  driven  abreast,  richly  capari- 
soned, and  with  ostrich-plumes  nodding  on  their  heads. 
Attended  by  a  splendid  retinue  of  the  lords  of  her  pal- 
ace, she  took  a  position  near  the  pylon,  surrounded  by 
her  body-guard,  in  their  glittering  cuirasses  of  silver, 
uid  bearing  slender  lances  in  their  right  hands.  The 
lords  of  the  realm  were  ranged,  in  extended  wings,  on 
either  side  of  her  chaiiot ;  the  whole  presenting  a  stri- 
kingly beautiful  spectacle. 

When  all  was  arranged,  irom  the  portals  of  the  vast 
temple,  headed  by  the  hierarch  in  full  dreaa,  issued  a 
procession  of  fonr  hundred  priests,  a  shining  host,  with 
golden  tiaras,  and  censers  of  gold,  and  crimson  vest- 
ments. Other  sacred  processions  came  advancing  along 
all  the  streets,  headed  hy  their  chiefs,  each  escorting  the 
gud  of  their  temple  i;i  a  gorgeous  shrine,  blazing  with 
the  radiance  of  precious  stones. 

Prince  Kemeses,  attended  by  the  governor  of  the 
21 
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city,  tlie  twonty-one  rulers  of  the  departments  thereof 
and  by  all  digiut.irics,  of  whatever  office,  in  their  snm^ 
tuous  robes  and  badges  of  rank,  had  already  departed 
from  the  city  to  meet  the  army,  which,  headed  by  iti 
generals,  was  in  full  motion.    They  came  on  in  colunua 
of  battalions,  as  if  marching  through  an  enemy's  conn* 
try,  and  with  all  the  ])omp  of  war — their  battlo-bannen 
waving,  and  their  bands  of  music  sounding.     Instead  oC 
accompanying  Remeses,  I  remained,  by  her  request, 
near  the  queen.    Tlie  towers  of  the  pylones,  the  roofs  o( 
temples,  the  colonnades  of  palaces,  terraces,  house-topi 
— every  vantage-point — were  crowded  thickly  with  spee- 
tatore. 

At  length  the  voice  of  trumpets,  faint  and  far  off, 
broke  the  silence  of  expectation.  Nearer  and  loader  it 
was  heard,  now  rising  on  the  breeze,  now  gradually  dy- 
ing away  ;  but  soon  other  instruments  were  heard  :  the 
cymbals,  the  dnim,  the  pipe  and  the  comet  from  a  hmi- 
dred  bands  poured  upon  the  air  a  martial  uproar  of  in- 
struments, which  made  the  blood  bound  quicker  in  e^eiy 
yailso.  All  eyes  were  now  turned  in  the  direction  of 
the  entrance  to  the  grand  causeway  of  the  pyramids, 
and  in  a  few  moments,  amid  the  answering  clangoi  of 
the  brazen  trumj>ct8  of  the  queen's  guards,  a  party  at 
cavalry,  shining  like  the  sun,  dashed  into  sight. 

riieir  ai)pcarance  was  hailed  by  the  vast  aaaemblagt. 
'>f  t^]>ectatorH  with  acclamations  Tlien  came  one  hnn- 
Jred  and  8(»venty  priests  abreast,  representing  the  male 
•ioiiies  of  Mi'mpliis,  each  attired  like  the  image  of  hie 
.;od-  an  imposing  and  wonderful  s]>ectacie ;  as  in  it 
ni»nis  was  not  without  his  l»av'k-head,  nor  Tlioth  hif 
norn>   and   globe.      Anub)     displayed   the  head   of  a 
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jackal,  KD^  Osiris  held  the  einb]em3  of  bis  ranlc.  These 
were  followed  by  the  high-prieet  of  On,  before  whom 
was  borne  the  BhieW  of  the  enn,  resting  upon  a  car  car- 
ried by  twenty-four  men,  representing  the  hours.  Fol- 
lo^nng  these  were  one  thousand  priests — a  hundred  in 
line— chanting,  with  mighty  voice,  the  song  of  victory 
to  the  gods.  They  were  pncceeded  by  a  battalion  of 
cavalry,  the  front  of  which  filled  tiie  whole  breadth  of 
the  avenue.  It  advanced  in  solid  column,  till  four  thou- 
sand horsemen,  in  varied  armor  and  arms,  had  entered 
the  immense  quadrangle.  Now  burst  out  afreeh  the 
clang  of  martial  bands,  and  alone  in  hia  staie-chariot, 
drawn  by  three  black  steeds,  appeared  the  Prince  of 
Eg)-pt,  standing  erect  upon  the  lioor  of  his  car.  He  was 
in  full  armor,  and  so  splendid  was  his  appearance,  so  ma- 
jestic his  aspect,  that  he  was  hailed  with  a  thmider  of 
voicee,  as  conqneror  I  Leaving  the  goldeo-hued  reins 
loosely  attached  to  the  hilt  of  his  sword,  he  suffered  hia 
proudly  stepping  horses  freely  to  prance  and  curvet, 
yet  held  them  obedient  to  the  slightest  geature  of  his 
hand.  On  each  side  of  their  heads  walked  three  foot- 
men. Behind  him  came  his  war-chariot  of  iron,  from 
which  he  had  fonght  in  battle  on  the  Theban  plains. 
The  hones  were  led  by  two  lords  of  Egypt,  and  it  was 
empty,  save  that  it  held  his  battered  shield,  emptied 
quiver,  broken  lances,  the  bilt  of  his  sword,  and  his 
dented  helmet — mute  witnesses  of  his  presence  iu  the 
beat  of  battle.  Behind  the  chariot  was  a  guard  of 
honor,  consisting  of  a  brave  soldier  out  of  every  com- 
pany in  the  army.  But  close  to  it,  his  wrists  locked 
together  with  a  massive  chain  of  gold,  which  was  at- 
tached to  the  axle  of  the  war-chariot,  walked  the  captive 
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King  of  Etliiopia.  His  step  was  proud  and  defiant,  and 
a  constant  smile  of  contempt  curled  his  lip,  as  he  aaw  the 
eyes  of  tlio  spectators  bent  upon  him,  and  heard  their 
slioats  of  liostile  joy  on  beholding  him.  He  moved,  the 
king  in  heart,  tliough  bound  in  hand.  Over  his  ahonl- 
ders  hung  a  lion's  skin  as  a  royal  mantle,  but  his  feet 
were  bare.  Behind  him  came  a  solid  front  of  chariotfj 
which,  line  behind  line,  rolled  into  the  square,  until 
nearly  tliree  thousand  war-cars  had  entered,  and  moTed, 
with  all  the  van  of  the  vast  warlike  procession,  towards 
the  great  pylon,  ])eforb  which,  in  her  chariot,  stood  the 
Queen  of  Eg}*pt ;  for,  as  soon  as  the  head  of  the  column 
came  in  sight,  she  had  risen  to  her  feet  to  receive  her  re> 
turning  anny. 

Wlien  Rcmescs  came  before  her,  he  turned  hie  hones 
towards  her  and  remained  at  her  side.  Past  them 
marched  first  the  foot-soldiers.  To  the  sound  of  drums 
and  the  tramp  of  ten  tliousaiid  sandals,  they  wheeled 
into  the  arena  of  temples,  elevating  their  war-hacked 
symbols,  each  man  laden  with  his  spoil.  Then  it  waa» 
tliat  a  comjnmy  of  eacrod  virgins,  issuing  from  the  tem- 
ple of  Athor,  each  with  a  silver  star  upon  her  brow,  all 
clad  in  white,  and  hearing  branches  of  flowers,  green 
palm-branchop,  ivy  aud  lotus  leaves,  cast  them  before 
tlio  army,  and  sang  with  beautiful  voices  the  hymn 
of  the  CoTKpicror.  As  they  passed,  the  priests,  with 
oensers,  waved  incense*  towards  them,  and  othere  sprin- 
kled sacred  water  in  the  path  of  the  battle-worn  war- 
riors. Tlie  snhliors  ropjmnded  to  the  hymn  of  the 
maidens  witli  a  loud  chorus,  that  rent  the  skiee  as  they 
marched  and  pnnir. 

When  hriir  ihe  army  had  defiled,  there  came  a  pro- 
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I  of  Ethiopian  can  and  wagons,  drawn  by  captured 
and  laden  with  tropbiea.  Upon  one  wan  piled 
of  shields,  anotLer  was  filled  wiUi  helmeta,  a  third 
i  with  Bpeara,  and  a  fourth  was  weighed  down  hj 
«8  and  Bwords.  Ailer  many  hondreds  of  theee 
aased — for  the  whole  Ethiopian  army  waa  de- 
1  and  their  poaaesBiona  captured — came  eharioti, 

with  chests  containing  gold,  and  aUver,  and 
I  veeeels;  others  glaring  with  ivoiy  tnsks;  othan 
'  blocks  of  ebony.  Five  royal  elephanta,  with 
astlee  and  keepers,  and  a  troop  of  c^mwla^  laden 
treasaree  and  monnted  by  their  wild-looking 
,  preceded  a  body  ot  horse  escorting  the  pniple 
>n  of  the  captive  king — a  gorgeous  yet  barbaria 

of  ivory  frames,  covered  with  silk  and  fringed 
^Id.  Next  came  a  painted  car  containing  hia 
all  of  whom  were  closely  veiled,  and  folloved  bj 

of  royal  servants  and  slaves, 
iging  up  the  rear  of  the  immense  proceadon  was 
tr  large  body  of  horae,  at  the  bead  of  a  long 
D  of  captives,  twelve  thousand  in  number — the 
led  and  chained  soldiers  of  the  defeated  monarch. 
I  Epcctoclc  of  human  misery,  such  an  embodiment 
man  woe! — how  can  I  depict  the  scene,  my 
r!  Pcrliai>s  when  I  am  older,  and  have  seen 
yf  war  ihaii  I  have,  I  may  feel  lees  sympathy  at  ■ 
'I  painful,  and  be  more  indifferent  to  the  necefr 
nrron  of  tliis  dread  evil. 

It  features  denoted  them  to  be  of  a  race  very  dif 
fmm  the  Egyptian.  Tlicy  were  slender  and  tall, 
rarthy,  but  not  blick,  faces  like  the  Nnbians— 
ig  more  of  the  Oriental  than  the  African  in  ihtax 
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physio^iomy.  Their  long  hair  hung  half-way  down  Ae 
back,  and  they  were  dressed  in  costumes  as  TarioDi  ai 
the  tiibcs  wliich  composed  the  army  of  Occhoria. 

Tliesc  captives  marched  in  parties  of  from  one  to  two 
hnndred  each— some  linked  by  the  wrists  to  a  long 
connecting  chain  passing  along  the  line ;  others,  chuncd 
two  and  two  by  the  hands,  and  with  shackled  feet,  were 
led  by  their  captors.     Many  of  them  were  confined  to 
a  long  iron  bar,  by  neck-collars,  eight  and  ten  abresfit, 
each  compelled  to  step  together,  and  sit  or  rise  at  dw 
same  moment,  or  be  subjected   to  dislocation  of  the 
neck.     Several,  of  the  most  unmanageable,  were  tied 
with  tlieir  hands  high  above  their  heads,  in  the  most 
painful  positions ;  while  other  wretches  were  so  cnielly 
bound,  that  their  anns  met  behind  in  the  most  nnnatural 
manner.    Tliere  was  a  long  chain  of  Nubian  and  South- 
ern Arabian  soldiers  so  bound,  who  writhed  in  agony 
as  they  were  forced  onward  in  the  march.     After  these 
came  hundreds  of  women  and  cliildren,  the  latter  naked, 
and  led  by  tlic  hand,  or  carried  by  tlieir  mothers  in 
baskets,  slung  behind  ]>y  a  l)elt  carried  across  the  fore- 
head.    Finally,  when  these  had  passed  the  queen,  who 
humanely  ordered  those  so  unnaturally  bound  to  be 
relieved,  the  rear  division  of  the  army  came  tramping 
on,  with  symbols  aloft,  and  drums  beating,  and  trampets 
blowing. 

At  length,  this  vast  army  of  nearly  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  including  chariots,  horsemen,  and  foo^ 
soldiers,  had  marched  pabt  bef«)rc  the  queen,  receiring 
her  tliiuiks  and  smiles,  and  the  flowere  that  were  show- 
oied  upon  them  from  thousands  of  fair  hands.  As  tliey 
moved  on,  they  wheeled  in  column,  and  gradoallj  filted 
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op  the  wholu  uca  of  the  vast  qoadraiigte,  save  the 
q«ce  in  front  of  the  pyramidal  gateway,  where  thfl 
qaeen  and  Bemcsc«  stood  in  their  chariots. 

At  thia  janctnre,  tho  high-prieat  of  On — a  man  oi 
venerahle  aspect — amid  the  profoundeat  ailence,  ad 
ranced  before  them,  and  thna  addreeeed  Prince  Be- 
meeee: 

**  Ui^ty  and  excellent  prince,  and  lord  ijf  worlda, 
•OD  of  the  queen,  and  upholder  of  tho  kingdoma  of  the 
earth,  nuty  the  gods  bleet*  tlice  and  grant  thee  honor  and 
proepenty  I  Thou  host  led  the  armiee  of  Misr  to  battle, 
and  eonqnered.  Tlioa  tuut  broaght  down  the  pride  id 
Ethiopia,  and  placed  the  crown  of  the  Sooth  underneath 
thy  foot  Thoa  host  fought,  and  overthrown,  and  taken 
captive  the  enemy  of  Egypt,  and  the  scourge  of  the 
world.  Lo,  chained  he  walks  at  thy  chariot-wheels  t  his 
•oldiers  are  captives  to  thy  sword,  and  his  spoil  is  in 
thy  hand  I  By  thy  courage  in  battle,  thou  hast  saved 
Egypt  from  desolation,  filled  her  borders  with  peace, 
and  covered  her  name  with  glory.  Let  thy  power, 
henceforth,  be  exalted  in  the  world  like  the  sun  in  the 
heavens,  and  thy  glory  and  virtues  only  be  equalled  by 
tbcec  of  the  sacred  deities  themselves  1" 

Renies4«,  with  the  gentle  dignity  and  modeety  which 
ebamctvrize  him,  replied  to  this  eulogistic  address  of  the 
EiiyiijiaD  pontiff.  Tlio  queen  then  embraced  him  before 
the  whole  army,  which  cried,  "  Long  live  our  queen  ! 
Long  live  Rcmesea  our  general  I"  All  the  while  Oc- 
choria  stood  by  the  wheel  of  the  clmriot  to  which  he 
was  chained,  his  arms  folded,  and  his  bearing  as  pnmd 
■a  that  of  a  caged  lio'i.  lie  did  not  even  deign  to  look 
■pon  the  queen,  whom  he  had  never  before  beheld; 
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aiid  bcuiucd  to  be  above,  or  below,  all  niauifc«tatian  oi 
curiosity.  Self-reliance,  fearleesuesB,  immobilitj,  Am: 
acterized  bini. 

Preparations  baving  already  been  made  for  a  nadooii 
thanksgiving,  tlie  queen  and  Reinescs  descended  fros 
tbeir  cbarioU,  and  led  a  proccfision  con:»i^ting  *4  ck 
)>rie6t  of  On,  tbe  bigb-prieht  of  Api:?,  the  prici^t  d 
Menipbis,  bierophants  and  chief  priests  from  each  of  iIm 
tbirtv-eii'bt  or  fortv  noinutf,  and  several  bundredi  U 
ecclesbidtics  in  niagniticent  dressed.  This  auguft  pio 
cession  entered  tbe  great  temple  of  Ptbah.  IIere,atv 
an  inipMbing  invocation,  otferings  from  the  queen  tutbi 
pre&'iding  deity,  and  also  to  Mars — whose  aHtne  m 
present, — were  made  in  recognition  of  their  preMBCi 
with  t)ie  victorious  army,  and  ua  an  acknowledgmitf 
that  it  was  by  their  s])ecial  favor  and  iutorcevion  thtf 
tbe  victorv  Inul  lieen  obtained. 

Tliis  d(»ne,  Uenieses  in  a  formal  manner,  addrMrd 
the  priirst  of  tbe  temple,  presenting  to  tlie  deity  all  tbi 
prisoners,  and  ibe  S)ioil  taken  with  them.  Aa  the  rvl 
army  couM  not  enter  the  temple,  each  captain  of  fift; 
and  of  a  hundred  was  pri'sent  for  his  own  men.  Thi 
higb-prieeit  then  wen;  forth  upon  the  pi.>rtico  of  the  teifr 
pie,  and  on  an  altar  there,  in  the  presence  of  tb 
whole  army,  offered  incense,  mcat-offeringa,  and  Sfas 
tions. 

All  tbe^e  eustonih  and  rites  being  ended,  the  anni 
once  more  commencetl  its  march,  and  packed  tliTM^ 
tlie  city,  and  beyond  tbe  pyramid  of  Cheops'  dangh^ 
ti»  the  plain  of  Libya,  where  Osirtasen  used  toivrievki 
•irmiini.  Tlie  re  they  pitched  tbeir  camp,  pric^r  to  IciB; 
(lOfitcd  and  garrisoned  in  different  parts  of  Eg^pt,- 
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readj  Again  to  be  siiiDmoned,  at  three  daj^'  notioe,  to  j{o 
forth  to  war. 

Tlie  captives,  being  delivered  np  to  the  anthoritiee, 
were  at  oiicc  put  to  labor  in  the  service  of  the  qaeeo, 
and  are  already  engaged  in  building  templea,  catting 
couala,  raieing  dykcit  and  embankmeiita,  and  other  pab- 
lic  and  alate  vorks.  Some  were  purchased  hy  the 
nobles;  and  tlie  women,  both  Nubian  and  white,  were 
distribtited  among  the  wcaltli;  and  noble  families  in  the 
city.  The  Hebrew  is  the  only  captive  or  aervaut  in 
Egypt  who  cannot  be  bought  and  sold.  Those  who 
hare  them  in  their  houses  do  not  own  thorn,  for,  as  fl 
nation,  they  belong  to  the  crown ;  but  the  queen's  treas- 
urer is  paid  a  certain  tribute  or  tax  for  their  service, 
and  must  restore  them  whenever  the  queen  commands 
them  to  do  so. 

Htc  King  of  Ethiopia,  himself,  after  having  been 
led  through  the  city  at  the  chariot-wheel  of  his 
conqueror,  was  sent  to  the  royal  prison,  there  to 
await  his  fate,  which  hangs  npon  the  word  of  the 
qoeen. 

It  is  possible  he  may  be  redeemed  by  bis  own  nation 
with  a  vast  runsom-price ;  but  if  not,  he  will  probably 
piu^F  his  davfi  a  captive,  unless  he  conHenis  to  a  propom- 
ti'u,  which  will  be  made  tu  him  by  the  prince,  for 
recovering  his  Ilbtrly — namely,  tlie  surrender  of  the 
n<.<nhcm  liulf  of  his  kingdum  to  Egj'pt,  iu  crder  that  he 
mar  be  jieriiiiUed  lu  reign  over  the  remainder.  As  half 
a  kingdum  is  far  beitcr  tlmti  none,  any  other  monarch 
would  jipdiably  acquiesce;  but  ilie  spirit  of  tliis  king 
(whom-  I'Xfks  uiid  muvemciitii  irrer-It^iibly  make  me  think 
opf  a  Nubiuu  leopard)  is  so  indumiiablo  and  proud,  tiiat 
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1  believe  he  would  rather  die  a  priaoner  in  a  dongaoa 
than  live  a  king  with  half  a  sceptre. 

This  letter,  dear  mother,  has  been  written  at  tliree  or 
four  different  sittings,  with  a  greater  or  lesB  interval  of 
time  between  them.  It  was  mj  intention  to  have  ^voa 
yon,  before  closing  it,  some  account  of  a  meeting  which 
I  had  with  a  remarkable  Hebrew,  whose  resemblance  to 
Remeses,  is,  if  possible,  more  striking  than  that  d 
Miriam  the  papyrus  writer,  or  of  Amw^Tn  the  royal 
gardener.  But  having  quite  filled  it  with  a  deocriptioo 
of  the  triumphal  entry  of  Remeses  into  the  capital,  1 
must  defer  doing  so  till  another  occasion. 

With  my  most  affectionate  wishes  for  your  happing 
I  am,  my  beloved  motheri 

Tour  f aithini  son, 

Sbsostbis. 


WUMh  IK  BOITDAOB. 


LETTER   XX. 


■t  vmaklt  beloved  Hotskb  : 

The  excitement,  which  the  return  of  the  trinmpti- 
•Dt  armj  from  its  brilliant  Ethiopian  campaign  created, 
has  now  tabsided,  and  the  cities  of  Mcmphie  and  On, 
and  the  thousand  villages  in  the  vallcj  of  the  Nile,  bare 
retomed  to  their  ordinary  quiet,  interrupted  only  by  re- 
ligions proceesions,  the  music  of  a  banqaet,  or  the  fee- 
tivitiea  of  a  marriage.  In  this  delicioos  climate,  where 
there  is  no  particular  incentive  to  action,  the  general 
state  of  the  people  is  one  of  indolence  and  leisare.  The 
chief  business,  at  the  marts  and  quays,  is  over  before  the 
can  is  at  meridian ;  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  shade  and  repose  are  coveted.  But  when  the  sun 
■inks  westward,  and  hangs  low  over  the  brown  hills  ot 
Libra,  this  inaction  ccaeee,  and  all  classes,  in  their  best 
apparel  and  most  cheerful  looks,  fill  the  etreeta,  the 
grr>ve«,  the  gardens,  the  walks  and  avenues  along  the 
river;  and  the  spirit  of  enjoyment  and  life  reigns. 

One  evening,  not  long  since,  I  strolled  along  the 
banks  of  the  Nile,  beneatb  a  row  ot  mimosa-trees,  tc 
eojoy  the  gay  and  attractive  scenes  upon  the  river.    Tt 
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was  covered  with  gayly  painted  barges,  containing  ha|>i'y 
family  parties,  whose  masiciaos  played  for  them  as  the 
rowers  slowly  and  idly  propelled  the  boat ;  others,  in 
fiharp-prowed  barisse,  darted  in  emulous  races  acrosB  dM 
water ;  others  were  suspended  upon  the  bosom  of  the 
stream,  iishiiig  for  amusement ;  while  others  still  moveJ 
about,  with  their  beautifully  pictured  sails  spread  to  th« 
gentle  breeze,  as  if  enjoying  the  panorama  of  the  shores 
they  were  gliding  past. 

I  had  rambled  alone  some  distance  up  the  river,  with- 
out any  vestige  of  my  rank  being  apparent,  in  the  pUn 
Phcenician  costume  of  a  Tyrian  merchant  (which  I  oftec 
wear,  to  prevent  constant  interruption  by  the  homage 
and  prostrations  of  the  deferent  Egyptians),  when  I  saw 
a  small  baris,  containing  a  single  person,  coming  close 
to  the  steps  of  the  extensive  terrace  of  one  of  the  nu- 
merous temples  of  the  image  of  Apis,  which  here  faced 
the  Nile,  separated  from  it  only  by  a  double  row  ci 
sphinxes.     It  was  rowed  by  four  Nubian  slaves,  clad  in 
white  linen  vests  and  fringed  loiu-cloths,  each  having  a 
red  cap  upon  his  head. 

As  the  bout  appnmched  the  marble  steps,  a  decorated 
and  unusually  elegant  galley,  containing  three  young 
men  of  lank,  as  tlioir  dres:^  and  the  emblems  on  their 
mast  indicated,  was  coniiTig  swiftly  down  the  stream,  Ht^ 
if  the  owner  strove  to  (^i^J)lay  the  fleetness  of  his  vi*s6ol 
hofore  the  oyob  of  the  thoii>ands  who  looked  on.  The 
pilot,  at  tlie  lofty  helm,  called  out  to  the  baris  to  move 
'piicker  away  from  the  lino  of  his  ctmrse;  but  either  the 
rowcrti  fjiiliMl  to  hear  t>r  to  comprehend,  for  they  did 
not  tuni  t1ifirhea<ls.  On  like  :he  wind  came  the  gulley. 
1  'tailed  uiMiul  to  the  pc.sou  who  sat  in  the  stem  of  the 
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btrU,  and  wlio  was  infeDtly  eugoged  in  reading  a  book, 
a  portion  of  which  laj  unrolled  at  his  feet. 

He  looted  np  quickly,  and  saw,  first  me,  aud  then, 
by  the  direction  of  my  finger,  his  danger.  Before,  how- 
ever, he  could  give  orders  to  bis  rowers,  1  heard  one  of 
the  young  men  say  to  the  pilot,  who  was  changing  hi" 
course  a  little — 

"  Keep  right  on  I  It  ie  bnt  a  Hebrew ;  and  it  would 
be  a  favor  to  tlie  gods  to  drown  a  thoiuand  »  day." 

The  pilot  obeyed  his  lord,  and  the  bronze  hawk-head 
of  the  gilded  galley  struck  the  boat  near  the  Btem,  nearly 
capsizing  it,  and  theu  the  whole  armament  of  twelve 
oars  passed  over  it,  Btriklng  overboard  two  of  the  slaves, 
aii  tilt'  twfnty-l'iiiir  (i/ireincn  swept  tiio  galloy  along  at 
the  height  of  its  speed.  I  expected  to  see  the  priest, 
for  such  his  costume  betrayed  him,  also  pressed  down 
by  the  long  oars,  under  which,  like  a  low  roof  of  in- 
clined rafters,  he  was  entangled  ;  but  stooping  low  until 
his  forehead  touched  the  book  on  bis  knee,  the  Bweeps 
pribsed  harmleaely  over  him,  and  when  the  galley  had 
gone  by,  he  recovered  his  sitting  posture,  maintaining, 
the  while,  a  composure  and  dignity  that  made  me  marvel. 
His  dark,  handsome,  oriental  face  betrayed  scarcely  any 
emotion  at  the  danger  or  the  indignity.  Seeing  that  one 
of  the  slaves  was  swimming  ashore,  and  that  the  other 
rose  no  more,  he  waved  his  hand  to  the  remaining  two 
who  had  fallen  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and  who, 
recovering  their  oars,  pulled  him  to  the  steps. 

"  A  Hebrew  I"  repealed  I  to  myself.  "  Truly,  and  the 
very  likeness  of  RemeseG,  save  that  his  hair  is  of  a 
browner  hue,  and  his  beard  tinged  with  a  golden  light, 
A  Hebrew !    What  philosophy  under  insult  and  peril ' 


I 


y^ 
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A.  Hebi-evrl  What  contempt  of  liim  and  hia  lifewii 
evinced  by  the  haughty  Egyptian  noble !  A  Hebrew, 
and  SL  priest  r^ 

Such  were  the  reflections  to  which  I  gare  attenDce^ 
in  an  under-tone. 

He  debarked,  and  giving  an  order  to  the  dafMk 
placed  his  scroll  of  papyrus  beneath  his  robe,  indi 
ascending  the  steps,  bowed  low,  and  with  singolar  coa^ 
tesy  (for  the  Hebrews,  mother,  are  naturally  the  moat 
polished  and  benignant  people  in  the  world),  said  in  the 
Phoenician  tongue — 

^^I  am  indebted  to  you,  sir  merchant,  for  my  life! 
Your  timely  voice  enabled  me  to  save  myself,  although 
I  have  lost  one  of  the  poor  Nubian  lads.  Accept  mv 
gratitude  I" 

I  could  not  remove  my  eyes  from  his  (ace.  It  fasd- 
nated  me  !  It  seemed  to  be  Remeses  himself  speaking 
to  me ;  yet  the  hair  of  the  prince  is  raven-black,  and 
his  beard  also,  while  this  man's  is  a  rich  brown,  and  hie 
fine  beard  like  a  golden  river.  Tlie  eyes  of  Remeees 
are  bhick,  with  a  mild  ex])ression  naturally,  as  if  they 
were  aniiniited  by  a  genlle  ppirit ;  while  those  of  the 
priest  are  Iiuzel,  or  rather  a  brilliant  bronze,  and  full  jt 
the  light  of  couj'age  and  of  ardent  tire.  In  {>crB<m  he 
is  jnet  the  hoiglit  of  Rcnieses — carried  his  head  in  the 
sanu!  imperii]  manner,  :i8  if  bom  to  command;  and  the 
tones  of  his  voice  are  marked  by  that  rich  emotional 
cadence* — winning  the  ear  and  touching  the  heart— 
which  cliaractcri/cs  tlic  ]»rince.  His  step  is  firm  and 
commanding — his  motion:?  Belf-p(>isod  and  dignified.  He 
seems  tlirce  or  tour  years  older  than  Bemesee;  bat 
the  likeness  of  the  features^  and  the  entire  proaenoe  of 


B  stranger  recalled  my  royal  friend  so  forcibly  to  my 
mind,  on  the  occasion  of  which  I  speak,  that  1  said 
mentally — "  Were  the  Prmce  Kemeses  a  Hebrew,  or 
were  this  Hebrew  an  Egyptian,  I  should  think  them 
coDBUiB,  if  not  hrothere  I" 

Pardon  me,  dear  mother,  for  thoe  speaking  of  a  royal 
personage ;  bnt  I  only  make  nee  of  tl)c  language,  to  ex- 
press to  yon  how  wonderful  in  every  way,  Bave  in  the 
color  of  hair  and  eyes,  is  the  resemblance  of  this  man 
to  the  prince. 

"  I  did  but  a  common  duty  to  a  fcllow-bcing,"  was 
my  reply.     "  But  why  did  yon  address  ine  in  Syriac  ?" 

"Are  you  not  a  Syrian  merchant  t"  lie  naked,  looking 
at  me  more  closely,  after  I  had  spoken. 

"  1  am  from  Tyre,"  I  answered.  "  You  are  a  Ho 
brewr 

"  Yes,"  was  his  reply,  casting  down  his  eyes  and  mov 
Ing  past  me  towards  the  temple. 

"  Stay  one  moment,"  I  said.  He  turned  and  regarded 
me  with  a  look  of  surprise ;  just  such  an  one  as  the  He- 
brew woman  Miriam, — to  whom  also,  dear  mother,  he 
bore  a  very  striking  reBemblance,^gave  me  when  I 
irresistibly  addressed  her,  in  the  coiirteotis  tone  I  would 
have  used  towards  any  of  her  sex :  such  was  my  tone  in 
speaking  to  this  Hebrew  ;  for  although  Ms  dress  showed 
that  he  was  only  a  neophyte,  or  attendant  with  secular 
duties,  yet  the  man  himself  commanded  my  reepect. 

"  May  I  mquire,  without  offence,  why  I  see  a  Hebrew 
in  the  service  of  religion )" 

"  When  we  are  only  degraded  slaves,  and  brick  and 
clay  workers,  and  worship  not  the  gods  of  Egypt  T'  he 
answered  interrogatively;  and  I  imagined  I  detected  a 
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haiiglit  V  light  111  his  eyes,  and  a  movement  of  his  lip, 
cuubed  by  a  keen  sense  of  the  degradation  of  which  he 
spake. 

"You  have  expressed  my  motives,"  I  replied.  •^If 
you  are  })roceeding  along  the  avenue  of  sphinxes,  I  will 
accompany  you,  as  I  am  merely  loitering." 

''  Will  you  be  seen  walking  witli  a  Hebrew,  my  loril 
prince  ?"  he  said,  significantly. 

"  You  know  my  rank,  then  ?" 

**  Your  language  ])etrays  you ;  merchants  do  not  speak 
as  you  do.  Besides,  the  signet  of  Prince  Remeees,  on 
your  hand,  designates  your  rank.  I  have,  moreover, 
heard  you  described  by  one,  who  will  never  forget  that 
the  first  words  of  kindness  he  ever  received,  save  fnim 
liis  kinsfc^lk,  fell  upon  his  ears  from  your  lips,  O  Prince 
of  Tvre !" 

"  Who  is  he  ?"  I  asked  with  interest 

*'  The  lad  Israel,  whom  you  assisted  in  restoring  to 
animation  by  the  well  of  Jacob  the  Shepherd!" 

''At  Uie  strangers'  I'nuntain!"  I  repeated.  "Hiis 
little  act  si'Oins  to  be  known  to  all  the  Hebrews !" 

"  Nut  to  all,  but  to  a  few,'"  lie  answered  ;  **yet  it  will 
be  hoard  «>f  by  all  of*  them  ;  f<»r  kindness  and  sympathv 
from  any  one,  especially  tVom  a  foreign  princo,  is  so 
strange  an  event  that  it  will  fly  from  lip  to  ear.  Yonr 
name,  O  noble  Sesostris,  will  be  engraven  in  everv  mem- 
ory,  an<l  the  pound  thereof  warm  hope  in  every  heart!" 

lie  spoke  with  deep  feeling.     We  walked  s^>me  dis- 
tanc(^  ^idt»  by  side  without  speaking.     After  a  few  mo 
ment:^'  silence  I  said — 

''  WIk'iv  is  ;he  youth  ].  rael?" 

•  With  his  people  n.'.ir  lliuimses.*' 
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"  1  am  to  receive  him  into  ray  semce," 

"He  will  fiiitlifiilly  serve  you,  my  lord  prince.  He 
is  of  my  kindred,  and  I  shall  be  grateful  to  you  for  pro- 
tecting hiB  weaknesB.  Every  shoulder  in  Israel  cannot 
bear  the  burden !" 

**  Are  yon  then  of  the  family  of  Miriam  i"  I  asked, 
recollecting  that  the  ritual  trauBcriher,  in  the  palace  of 
the  hierarch,  had  also  claimed  kindred  with  the  eon  of 
tlie  venerable  Ben  Isaac. 

''  Miriam  the  scribe  V 

"In  the  service  of  Lnxora  and  Osiris,  of  Memphia," 

"  She  is  my  sister." 

"  I  would  have  said  it  1"  I  answered.  "  Is  your  father 
living  t" 

"  He  is  in  charge  of  the  queen's  flower-garden  in  On." 

"I  know  him,"  I  answered. 

"  It  is  he  who  has  spoken  of  yon  to  me,  as  well  ae  the 
aged  Ben  Isaac,  young  Israel,  and  Miriam.  Therefore 
did  I  at  once  recognize  you,  when  your  polished  words 
led  me  to  see  that  yon  were  in  rank  above  chief  piloto 
and  governors  of  galleys," 

,  **  Will  yon  reply  to  my  inqniryJ  for,  as  we  know  each 
other's  friends,  we  need  not  now  disconree  wholly  as 
strangers.  How  came  you,  being  a  Hebrew,  to  become 
a  priest  ?  Do  not  you  Hebrews  worship  the  One  In- 
finite Maker  and  Upholder  of  worlds?" 

"Tliere  are  a  few  who  retain,  unmixed  with  enpereti- 
tion  and  idol-worship,  the  knowledge  of  the  one  God  of 
uur  ancestors  Abraham,  Jacob,  and  Joseph ;  bnt  this 
knowledge  is  confined,  chiefly,  to  the  deecendanU  of  one 
man,  Levi ;  and  only  to  a  few  of  these.  The  residiu  are 
little  better  than  the  Egyptians," 
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'*  Art  thou  of  the  family  of  tliis  Levi  ?"  I  aaked. 

'^  I  am.  Wo  are  more  given  to  study  than  our  breth- 
ren, and  seek  knowledge  and  wisdom.  Hence  it  ia, 
that  some  of  our  tribe  are  taken  from  the  labor  of  tue 
field  to  serve  the  prieste.  We  are  ready  writers,  akfl. 
ful  with  the  stylus  and  the  coloring  pencil|  and  our  lot 
is  preferable  to  tliat  of  others,  who  are  more  ignoruit. 
Ilence  you  beliold  me  a  servitor  in  an  Egyptian  tem- 
ple 1" 

^^  Ilast  tliou  long  been  in  this  service  t"  I  aaked,  as  we 
stopped  in  tlic  shade  of  the  pyramidion  of  an  obelisk,  id 
front  of  tlie  temple  porch. 

"  From  a  child." 

^'  So  early !  Then  thou  hast  not  borue  the  toSb  of  drf 
people." 

'^  I  was  discovered  upon  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  in  mj 
fourth  year,  near  the  Island  of  Rhoda,  weeping  bitterly, 
for  I  had  seen  my  mother  commit  my  infant  brother  tc 
a  basket  and  hiuuch  it  upon  the  river;  and  observing  it 
bonie  d<»wn  by  the  current,  young  as  I  was,  I  so  felt  all 
its  danger,  that  I  ran  as  well  as  I  could  along  the  shore 
crying  pitoou?ly,  when  a  priest  (who  has  made  known  to 
me  the  incident)  seeing  me,  took  pity  upon  me,  and  no 
ticiiig  that  I  was  a  Hebrew  child  led  me  away,  pacifying 
me  by  saying  that  I  should  see  my  brother.  From  tliat 
tune  I  have  been  an  inmate  of  the  temple;  for  my  mother 
seeing  him  take  nie  away  followed,  and  as  he  promised 
he  w()ii](]  rear  me  as  his  own  son,  and  that  I  should  see 
her  weekly,  slic  yielded  n.e  up  to  him  with  reluctant 
ghidiu'ss;  for,  my  lord  prince,  in  that  day  the  children 
of  Ilebrew  ])arent6  were  not  safe  oven  at  home,  an  edict 
having  been  published  commanding  all  male  infiulB  to 
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be  Btrangled  or  drc^wned.  Mothers  lield  their  children  by 
a  slight  teaore,  and  seeing  th&t  the  protection  of  a  priest 
would  insare  mj  eafety,  aod  spare  me  the  toils  to  which 
Che  little  ones  of  oar  nation  were  early  condemned,  vay 
parents  readily  acquiesced  in  the  wishes  of  the  priest" 

"  Waa  thy  infant  brother  lost!"  I  asked  with  interest. 

"  Yes,  without  doubt.  Like  hundreds  of  other  jnn» 
cents,  he  perished." 

'*  Might  he  not  have  been  saved  by  some  one  as  com 
passionate  as  your  friendly  priest?" 

'*  Who  would  dare  to  save  a  child  from  the  king's 
edict  of  death  t  Not  one,  unices  it  had  been  the  king's 
daughter  I     AH  his  euhjectti  trembled  at  liia  power." 

"I  have  heard  of  that  cruel  command  of  Pharaoh 
AmoDophis,"  I  answered.  "  What  is  your  office  io  this 
noble  temple)"  I  asked,  sorreying  the  majestic  edifice, 
before  which  stood  a  black  statue  of  Apis,  the  oize  (d 
life. 

"  My  office  is  not  that  of  a  priest,  though  it  is  priestly, 
I  write  books  of  papyrus  for  the  dead.  I  cast  images,  in 
gold,  of  the  young  calf  Apia.  I  interpret  hieroglyphics, 
make  copies  of  the  tables  of  rituals,  and  keep  a  list  of  the 
sacred  scrolls.  I  also  study  foreign  tongaee,  and  tran- 
Bcribe  from  their  books  the  wisest  codes  and  moet 
solemn  forms  of  worship." 

'*  Yours  is  an  office  of  trust  and  honor,"  I  said. 

"  It  is,  through  the  favor  of  the  veaerable  priest,  who 
is  my  benefactor,  and  to  whom  I  am  as  a  son,"  he  an- 
swered. "  If  yon  will  now  eater  the  temple  witli  me,  1 
will  show  you  the  casting-room  of  sacred  images;  form; 
intf  is  there,  during  the  next  four  hours," 

I  thanked  the  courteous  Hebrew,  and  aacendiog  the 
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Btepe  of  the  portico,  entered  the  vestibule  of  the  temple 
By  a  side  corridor,  we  reached  a  small  court  lined  with 
alabastron,  in  wliich  three  priests  were  pacing  up  and 
down,  reading  and  meditating. 

Not  being  noticed  at  all  by  them,  1  was  condncted  by 
the  stately  Hebrew  into  a  chamber,  which  was  tfie  vesti- 
bule to  a  large  apartment,  whither  we  descended  bj 
eight  steps,  that  led  to  a  large  brazen  door  with  two 
leaves.  Tliis  was  secured ;  but  a  small  side  door  admit- 
ted us  into  a  vast  subterranean  room,  which  I  saw  was 
a  place  for  casting.  Numerous  workmen  were  busy 
about  heated  furnaces :  some  blowing  the  fire  beneatb 
crucibles  for  melting  gold ,  some  weighing  gold  and  d^ 
livcring  it  to  tlie  smiths ;  and  others  washing  gold.  Some 
were  casting  small  images  of  Apis  in  moulds,  while  a 
superintendent  moved  up  and  down,  dressed  in  the  doae 
robes  of  vesture  priests  wear,  when  not  performing  du- 
ties at  the  altar.  It  was  a  scene  of  busy  toil  and  conataDi 
activity. 

^'This,"  said  my  guide,  ^'is  the  casting-chamber  of 
the  temple.  Each  of  us  has  his  departments.  It  it 
mine,  to  oversee  the  mixing  of  gold  with  the  proper 
allov,  and  I  have  a  scribe  (vho  records  the  resnltib 
Ilere,  you  see,  is  a  life-size  image  of  Apis,  when  be 
was  a  calf.  It  is  for  the  temple  at  Bubastis,  of  the 
Delta.  There  you  behold  a  mould  for  one  of  laixer 
«ize,  ordered  for  the  shrine  at  Osymandyes.'* 

^'  Do  you  never  ciist  any  tlgiires  of  the  size  of  Apis f* 
I  asked,  looking  about  me  in  amazement  at  this  eztv^ 
ordinary  bcene. 

*^  Not  i»f  gold/'  he  answered,  conducting  me  thraugih 
die  vast  room  in  which  fourscore  men  were  ftt 
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"ThoBfl  ore  cast  of  bronze,  not  here,  bat  at  a  t«mple 
oear  the  pyramid  Dendara.  The  gods  of  this  temple 
are  in  great  repnte  tlu-onghout  all  Egypt-  They  are 
coneecrated  here  before  they  are  sent  away,  with  an- 
cient rites,  known  only  to  the  pi'iestbood  of  this  Bhrioe. 
Come  with  me  iiito  this  side  apartment" 

I  followed  him  tliniugh  a  paaenge  having  doable-doois 
of  braae,  and  found  myself  in  a  room  fnll  of  vases,  each 
one  of  which  contained  a  quantity  of  jewelry,  corieisling 
of  rings  for  the  fingera  and  thumb,  ear-rings,  bracolete, 
flower-holdera  of  gold,  necklaoee,  and  signets,  all  ot 
gold. 

"  Tbeee  are  sent  here  from  varions  temples  in  the  dif- 
ferent nomee,  out  of  which,  after  melting  them,  we  cast 
images  of  the  size  demanded." 

Id  another  room  the  intelligent  Hebrew  exhibited  to 
me  a  great  number  of  small  figures  of  Apis,  of  gold  of 
Harilah,  which  is  remarkably  beautiful  from  its  deep 
orange-color.  These  figores,  though  sot  a  palm  long, 
were  valned  at  a  talent.  On  all  these  images  of  the 
eacred  calf,  I  perceived  that  the  mark  of  the  crescent 
between  the  shoulders  was  distinctly  imitated,  as  well 
■B  the  other  peculiarities.  Upon  the  head  of  some  of 
them  was  a  sun  enwreathed  by  the  sacred  nnens. 

"  Does  your  temple  derive  a  rerenae  from  aU  thisF' 
I  asked  the  Hebrew. 

"There  is  a  tithe  retained  from  all  the  gold  that  is 
sent  hither,  for  the  expenses  of  the  temple,"  he  an- 
swered. 

We  DOW  turned  aside  to  see  men  grinding  to  powder 
an  old  image  of  Apis,  of  solid  gold  of  Ophir.  The  im- 
ge  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Ethiopians,  and  bein^i 
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recaptured,  was  sent  here  to  be  ground  to  dust ;  for  ii 
was  regarded  as  accursed  until  this  were  done.  Tliii 
process  is  effected  by  the  free  nse  of  naUrm^  and  b  in 
art  known  only  to  the  Egyptians.  The  dnst  is  then 
washed  in  consecrated  water.  In  taste,  I  am  told,  it  ii 
exceeding  bitter  and  nauseous.  Thus  gold,  as  a  drink 
would  not  be  coveted  by  men. 

We  next  came  to  a  flight  of  stairs  which  led  to  n 
paved  hall  surrounded  by  columns,  and  thence  a  door 
led  into  a  small  garden,  where  three  majestic  palms 
towered  high  above  the  columns  that  inclosed  it ;  while 
a  fountain  ceaselessly  let  fall  its  refreshing  rain,  in  a 
vast  shallow  vase,  wherein  gold  and  silver  fishes  glanced 
in  the  light. 

It  was  now  near  the  close  of  day,  and  I  began  tc 
thank  him  for  his  courtesy,  when  he  said-^ 

^^Do  not  leave  now,  O  prince.  This  is  my  apart- 
ment, and  the  one  opposite  is  that  of  the  aged  priest, 
my  benefactor.  Enter,  and  let  me  have  water  for  thy 
feet  and  hands,  and  place  before  thee  some  refresh- 
ment ;  for  it  is  a  long  walk  back  to  the  palace  where 
thou  art  sojourning." 

Willing  to  learn  all  I  could  of  the  remarkable  He- 
brew people,  who  seem  to  be  a  nation  of  princes  a# 
well  as  of  bondmen,  I  accepted  his  invitation,  and  w- 
tcred  a  cool  porch,  from  which  opened  a  handsome  but 
simply  furnibhcd  apartment,  where  he  lodged.  1  seated 
myself  upon  a  stone  bench,  when,  at  a  signal  made  by 
him,  two  black  plavos  approached  with  ewers  of  water, 
one  for  the  hands,  and  the  other  with  a  silver  basin  for 
tnv  tVot.  Encli  of  tliom  had  thrown  over  his  shoulder  a 
napkin  of  the  finest  linen      But  upon  the  vesaeli^  lbs 
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veetarcB,  the  slaves,  and  the  uaphinB,  I  saw  the  creeceiit 
which  showed  that  they  were  all  tlio  property  of  the 
temple. 

At  length  fruit,  and  wheaten  bread,  and  fish,  wore 
laid  before  me.  T!\e  Hebrew  stood  while  I  partook 
declining  to  eat  with  me,  saying  that  his  nation  nevei 
broke  bread  with  any  bnt  their  own  people;  adding, 
"  and  the  Egyptians  regard  it  as  infamy  to  sit  dowc 
with  ns." 

"I  have  no  such  prejudices,"  I  said,  with  a  smilei 
When  I  had  eaten,  and  laved  my  fingers  in  a  crysta 
Taee,  which  the  priest  placed  before  me,  and  the  Nu- 
bians had  retired,  I  said,  "  My  meeting  with  you  has 
been  a  source  of  grent  jiloasiire  to  me.  I  am  deeply 
interested  in  your  nation.  As  a  Syrian  we  are  not  far 
from  a  kindred  origin,  and  as  a  foreigner  I  have  none  of 
the  feelings  which,  as  masters,  the  Egyptians  entertalD 
towards  a  Hebrew.  I  have  witnessed  the  working  at 
the  deep-seated  prejudice  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and  can- 
not but  wonder  at  it.  From  all  I  can  learn  of  your 
histoiy,  you  have  never  been  at  war  with  them,  nor 
wronged  them." 

"  We  are  unfortunate,  unarmed,  and  weak ;  and  the 
greater  ever  oppress  tlie  helpless,"  he  answered. 

"  Do  you  feel  no  resentment  ?" 

"The  bondage  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  years  has 
graven  the  lines  of  patience  deep  in  onr  hearts.  For- 
bearance has  become  a  second  nature  to  the  Hebrew. 
Bot,  my  !ord  prince,  I  fee!  that  this  will  not  always  be," 
he  added.  "  Tlie  time  cannot  be  far  off,  when  Egypt,  for 
her  own  safety  will  ^ve  ns  onr  liberty  and  the  privi- 
leges o*^  citizens.     We  are  not  a  race  of  bondmen,  like 
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Nubia's  children.    We  were  once  free!    Onr  fathen 
were  princes  in  Syria;  and  was  not  Joseph  the  rnler  t 
Egypt  for  sixty -one  years,  during  the  long  reign  of  Pha 
raoli-Apophis  ?    Not  long  after   the  Tlieban   dynasty 
which  now  rules  the  two  Egypts,  assamed  the  donble 
crown,  did  our  degradation  begin." 

''  Doubtless  a  change  in  your  condition  must  ere  long 
tako  place,"  I  said.  ^' There  must  be  leaders  among 
you.  Not  all  the  suffering  of  your  oppression  has  de- 
stroyed the  princely  air  among  many  of  your  people." 

'^  But  not  one  Hebrew  is  trained  to  war,  or  knows  the 
use  of  any  sort  of  weapon.  For  three  generations,  wc 
have  been  a  laboring,  patient,  unarmed  people.  If,  here 
and  there,  one  rises  above  the  masses,  it  is  by  accident 
or  favor,  or  from  interest  on  the  part  of  those  who  em- 
ploy us.  I  have  said  that  the  family  from  which  ] 
spring  is  skilled  in  letters  and  art,  and  is  ambitions  of 
the  learning  of  the  Egyptians,  and  of  becoming  scribes 
and  copyistfl  to  the  priests.  Others  among  ns,  of  the  sons 
of  Dan,  are  skilful  boatmen ;  others  are  builders ;  while 
otliors  prefer  the  culture  of  the  field,  or  the  tending  of 
flocks.  We  were  twelve  princes — bretliren — ^in  the  an- 
cient days,  and  the  descendants  of  each  are  remarkable 
for  pome  spocia]  skill ;  and  the  Egj'ptian  taskmasters 
hjivin<;  (lirtcernod  tliis  aptitude,  distribute  them  to  tbeii 
work  accor(lin<::ly.  We  are  not  all  brick-makers,  thongh 
four  tit'ihi^  of  tlie  nation  are  reduced  to  that  degraded 
toil — all  of  everv  tribe  or  faniilv,  who  are  not  skilful  in 
Home  art,  hoiiig  driven  into  the  field.  Of  late  years,  the 
K«:y|>tiaii  artiticiM-s  have  made  such  great  outcries,  to  the 
etirot  that  the  Hebrews  were  tilling  the  places  of  their 
own  workmen,  that  the  chief  governor  of  the  Hebrew? 


ISRAEL   ly  BO;JDAaB.  845 

in  Lower  Egypt  has,  in  order  to  preBcrve  peace,  senl 
thousands  into  the  brick-fielda,  who  had  never  before 
encountered  such  heavy  toil.  The  result  is,  that  hno- 
dreds  perish,  and  that  yontlis  like  Israel  sink  hourly 
under  their  on  end  arable  sufferinga." 

*'  Have  you  no  gods — no  ear  to  hear  your  prayers  I" 
I  asked  impnleively,  as  I  am  apt  to  do,  dear  mother, 
when  my  feelings  are  deeply  moved.  "  Have  you  no 
vorehipl     I  hear  of  no  altar  or  temple." 

"  A  few  among  us  have  mysteries,  such  as  the  exist- 
emce  of  One  God ;  that  He  is  a  apint ;  Uiat  all  men  are 
His  offspring ;  and  that  we  mnst  be  just  iu  order  to  please 
Him.  But  I  mnst  confess,  O  prince,"  he  said,  sadly, "  that 
we  have  very  little  knowledge,  even  the  best  among 
ns,  of  the  God  in  whose  existence  we  profess  to  believe. 
It  ia  easier  to  serve  and  trust  to  the  visible  gods  of  Egypt ; 
and  our  people,  from  the  depthe  of  their  misery,  stretch 
forth  their  clay-eoiled  hands  to  Osiris,  to  Pthah,  to  the 
images  of  Apis,  and  cry,  '  Deliver  us,  0  gods  of  Egypt, 
deliver  ns  from  our  bondage  I'  They  have  cried  to  the 
invisible  God  of  Abraham  in  vain,  and  they  now  cry 
in  vain  to  the  gods  of  the  land,  also.  Neither  hear — 
neither  answer ;  and  they  sink  into  blank  despair,  with- 
out any  hope  left  in  a  god—  a  nation  of  infidel  slaves  I" 

"  Can  this  be  a  true  picture?"  I  said. 

"  Nearly  so.  Even  I,  O  prince,  under  the  ever-pree- 
ent  power  of  the  religion  to  which  this  temple  is  up- 
reared, — I,  from  the  influence  of  example,  from  ignorance 
of  the  worship  of  the  Hebrew  God  of  Isaac,  from  the 
education  of  my  life,  an  half  an  Egyptian.  The  religion 
of  Egypt  appeals  to  the  senses,  and  these,  in  most  men, 
are  far  stronger  than  the  imagination ;  and  we  Hebrew? 
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know  nothing  of  a  God,  except  that  oar  fatheii  had  om, 
but  tliat  He  )ias  deserted  and  left  as,  their  miaerable  d» 
Bcendantd,  under  the  yoke  of  oppressors.  Is  it  anj  voo- 
der  that  the  wisest  of  ub  turn  to  the  gods  of  Egypt  I  If 
the  Egyptians  can  be  happy,  and  cherish  hope,  and  dif 
in  peace  under  their  faith,  let  ns  also  seek  its  shelter,  sod 
let  their  gods  be  our  gods !  Such  is  the  prevailing  Iss- 
guage  and  growing  feeling  of  our  people.*' 

This  was  ail  said  in  a  tone  of  sadness  and  bittenw; 
while  that  despair  of  which  he  spoke,  cast  its  shadov 
heavily  over  his  noble  countenance.  I  arose  soon  aftsr 
wards,  and  took  my  leave  of  him,  more  and  more  deeph 
interested,  dear  mother,  in  the  history  and  oonditioa  el 
this  singular  people. 

Tour  affeetionrnta  son. 
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LETTEE    XXI. 

Pai^oi  or  AMSirax,  Islahs  or  Bhosa. 

Mt  dulb  Motbxb: 

It  IB  with  emotions  I  am  unable  to  command,  that 
I  commence,  after  a  silence  of  several  weeks,  another 
letter  to  you.  I  know  nut  how,  properlj  to  unfold  and 
rightlj  to  preeent  before  you  the  extraordinary  evonta 
which  have  transpired  since  I  last  wrote  to  you.  But  I 
will  endeavor  to  give  a  narrative  of  the  unparalleled 
circnmatances,  in  the  order  of  their  occnrreace  np  to  the 
present  time,  and  will  keep  yon  advised  of  the  progreoa 
of  this  remarkable  and  mysterious  matter,  as  each  day 
it  develops  itself. 

I  believe,  in  one  of  my  letters  to  the  Princess  Tha- 
monda,  I  spoke  of  the  approaching  birthday  of  Keme- 
eee — hie  thirty-fifth — and  that  the  queen  had  resolved,  on 
that  day,  to  confer  npon  him  the  crowns  of  Egypt,  and 
resigning,  with  the  sceptre,  all  dominion  into  his  hand, 
retire  to  a  beautiful  palace,  which  she  has  recently  com- 
pleted on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Libyan  hills,  west  of 
the  pyramids,  and  overlooking  a  charming  lake,  which, 
begun  by  former  rulers,  has  been  enlarged  and  beaati- 
tied  by  each,  and  by  none  more  than  by  herself. 

This  purpose  of  the  queen  was  made  known  to  Reme- 
aes,  about  three  weeks  after  hie  retom  f^om  Thobes  with 


^ 


348  THE   PILLAB  OF  FIBK^   OB 

his  victorious  army.  I  was  not  present  at  the  iuterviei», 
but  will  repeat  to  yon  the  conversation  that  passed,  as 
it  was  made  known  to  me  by  the  prince,  who  extendi 
towards  me  all  the  coniidence  of  one  beloved  brother  to 
another ;  and,  indeed,  keeps  no  secrets  from  me.  This 
pleaising  confidence  is  fnlly  reciprocated  on  mj  part,  and 
we  are  in  all  things  as  one. 

I  had  been,  that  morning,  on  a  visit  to  that  part  of 
Memphis  which  stretches  away  westward  from  the  Nile 
in  a  succession  of  gardens,  squares,  palaces,  and  moD- 
uments,  girdling  tlie  Lake  of  Amense  with  beantifol  ▼!!• 
as,  and  climbing  with  its  terraces,  grottoes,  shrinea,  and 
marble  i>avilions,  the  very  sides  of  the  cliflfs  of  Libya, 
two  leagues  from  the  river ;  for  to  the  extent  of  Mem- 
phis there  seems  to  be  no  limit  measurable  by  the  eye. 
Even  the  three  great  pyramids  are  almost  central  in  the 
mighty  embrace  of  the  sacred  city. 

U}>on  landing  from  my  galley  npon  the  Island  ot 
Rhoda,  my  Ilc^brow  page  Israel,  now  become  a  bright 
and  blooming  yontlu  with  a  face  always  enriched  by  the 
light  of  gratitude,  met  me,  and  said : 

"Tlie  prince,  my  lord,  desires  to  see  yon  in  his  priTata 
chamber.     Tie  bade  mo  ask  you  not  to  delay," 

I  found  Remeses  walking  to  and  fro  in  the  apart 
mcnt,  with  a  j»aloface  and  tnmbled  brow.     As  sovin  as 
I  oiitorod,  he  approacheil  me,  and  taking  my  hand  be 
twoi'Ti  his.  pn>tiSi*(I  it  to  his  heart  affectionately,  and  said: 

"  I  am  glad  you  have  returned,  Sesostris,  my  friend 
and  brother!  Cuinc  and  sir  by  me  on  this  seat  by  the 
window.  I  have  much  to  say^much!  I  need  your 
counsel." 

*^  My  noble  friend,"  I  answered,  moved  by  his  nni 
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einotiot],  "I  am  oot  &Me  to  counsel  one  bo  wise  and 
great  as  yon  are." 

"  Nay,  yon  are  too  modest,  prince.  I  mnBt  tell  yoa 
all.  Strange  events  have  occnrred.  Hear  me,  and  yoo 
will  then  be  able  to  strengthen  iiiy  soul  I  You  know 
that  of  late  my  dear  mother  has  been  given  to  luelau 
cboly  ;  that  site  hae  appeared  absent  in  thoaght,  abnijii 
in  speech,  and  ill  at  ease.  Thou  hast  observed  thia ;  for 
we  have  spoken  of  it  together,  and  marvelled  at  her 
mood,  wbicli  neither  ihe  memory  of  our  victories  in  Ethi- 
opia, the  prosperity  of  her  kingdom,  the  peace  in  her 
borders,  the  love  of  her  Bubjects.  nor  my  own  devotion 
conM  remove ;  nor  the  miieic  of  the  harp,  nor  tlio  happy 
•ongs  of  the  chanters  dissipate." 

"  Do  yon  not  think,"  I  said,  "  that  this  state  of  mind 
18  connected  with  her  illness  before  you  left,  when  the 
viceroy  Moeria  dined  with  as  V 

Kemeses  started,  and  iixed  npon  me  his  fall  gaze. 

"  Sesoetris,  what  led  you  to  connect  the  present  with 
that  event  ?" 

"  Because  the  queen  has  never  been  wholly  well  and 
cheerful  since  that  day." 

"  What  think  you  of  Prince  Mceris?    Speak  freely." 

"  He  is  a  proud,  ambitiooB,  aud  unprincipled  man." 

"  Do  yon  think  he  loves  me  I" 
I  fear  not." 

"  Yon  are  right.  But  you  shall  hear  what  I  hare  to  re- 
late. Three  hours  since  my  mother  sent  for  me.  I  found 
her  in  the  chapel  where  the  shrine  of  Osiris  receives  her 
moBt  private  prayers.  She  was  kneeling  when  I  entered, 
her  face  towards  the  god  ;  but  her  eyes,  wet  with  tean, 
ponetrated  the  heavens,  and  seemed  to  seek  a  living 
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Power  that  could  hear  and  answer  prayer,  Sesoitni 
She  did  not  see  me,  and  her  voice  was  audible  : 

"  *  Protect  liini !  Guard  him  fn>m  his  foe !  Spare  mc 
the  discovcrj  of  the  secret,  and  place  him  upon  tin 
throne  of  Egypt,  O  immortal  and  pitying  Osiris!  0 
Lis,  hear !  O  goddess  of  the  sacred  bow,  and  mother  ol 
(loruB,  liear!  Give  me  strength  to  act,  and  wifidomin 
this  my  great  perplexity !' 

^^  I  drew  near,  and  kneeling  by  my  mother's  Bide,Iiid 
her  head  against  my  heart,  and  said — 

"  'The  God  of  all  gods,  the  Father  Infinite  hear  thee, 
O  mother !  What  is  it  thou  prayest  for  with  such  stroqg 
woe  and  fear?' 

'^ '  Ilast  tliou  heard  me  V  she  exclaimed,  rising  and 
speaking  wildly.  '  What  didst  thou  hear  t  Nay,  I  hin 
betrayed  no  secret  ?' 

"  *•  None,  mother,  none !  Thou  didst  only  spesk  of 
one  wliich  distressed  thee,'  I  said  soothingly ;  for,  ittj 
dear  Sesostris,  I  was  inexpressibly  moved  by  her  agitated 
manner,  unlike  any  thing  I  have  ever  before  witneaied 
in  her  usually  calm,  serene,  and  majestic  demeanor. 

"  She  leaned  heavily  upon  me,  and  I  led  her  to  » 
alcove  in  which  was  the  shrine  of  Athor. 

"  '  Sit  (l>wii,  Remeses — my  son  Remeses,'  she  repeal 
ed,  with  a  siuixular  emj^hasis  upon  the  words  'mysnn- 
*  Hear  what  1  wish  to  reveal  to  thee!  I  am  now  nW 
comj)(>sed.  There  is  in  my  heart  a  great  and  ceawl** 
anxiety.  Do  not  ask  me  what  it  is  1  Tlie  secret,  I  tmrtr 
will  remain  soaUMl  forever  fr.^m  thy  cars  I  Afk  not— 
sock  not  to  know  it.  You  mav  as  Buccessfullv  obtain 
an  answer  from  the  heart  or*  the  great  pyramid,  rereat 
ing  what  is  buried  there  fr(»m  human  eyes,  as  obtaio 
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•onrer  from  me  of  the  mysteiy  lying  at  mj  heart.  It 
will  be  embalmed  with  me,  and  go  with  me  to  thelowe* 
world  1* 

** '  Mother,'  I  aaid,  alarmed  at  her  deprened  maimer,, 
*  tfaoD  art  ill — let  me  send  for  thy  pliyeician — * 

^'N'ay,  nay — I  am  not  ill  I  I  shall  be  better  booq* 
you^  Remeeea,  have  the  key  to  my  happineM  and 
battlth,'  the  said  tenderly,  yet  seriously. 

"'Then  I  will  yield  it  np  to  thee  I*  I  answered  pleas- 

**  *  Hear  my  words,  my  son,  for  art  thoo  not  my  sou. 
ny  noble  Bemesee  V  she  aeked,  taking  both  my  hands 
and  holding  them  to  her  heart,  and  then  pressing  her 
Upa  apon  them  almost  passionately ;  for  I  felt  tean  flow 
■pon  my  hands. 

**  *  Thy  son,  with  nndying  love,  my  mother,'  I  an- 
fwered,  wondering  in  my  heart,  and  deeply  affected. 
C9m  remained  a  few  moments  silent,  and  at  length  said — 

**  *  Remesea,  hast  thon  ever  donhted  my  love  f* 

**  *  Never,  no  never,  my  mother  "  I  replied,  moved. 

**  *  Have  I  not  been  a  tme  and  fond  mother  to  thee  F 

"  *  Why  distreeB  yooreelf,  dear  mother,  with  ancb 
iiwlem  interrogatorioe  )*  I  asked.  No  longer  a^tated. 
and  h«r  nervnus  air  hsring  quite  disappeared,  she  spoke 
calmly  bnt  earnestly : 

" '  Have  I  neglected,  in  any  way,  a  mother's  dnty  to 
bee.  O  Remcseef 

** '  Thoo  hast  ever  been  all  that  a  mother  eoold  be,'  I 
■nawprod  her. 

**  *  Dn  yon  think  a  mother  could  love  a  son  more  thap 
I  lore  thee  V  she  rcpoared. 

" '  No,  O  my  mother  1' 
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^^^  And  thou^  Rcmeses,  dost  then  love  meT  sheoro- 
tinned,  with  tlie  same  fixed,  Bolemn,  and  painfol  eum0r 
ne68. 

" '  Why  ehonldst  thon  doubt  f  I  asked. 

"  ^  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,'  she  replied ;  *  yet  1 
would  hear  thee  say,  '  Mother,  I  love  thee  above  all 
things  beneath  the  sun !' 

''  I  bmilcd,  and  repeated  the  words,  distresBed  to  per- 
ceive that  something  had  taken  hold  upon  her  noble  and 
strong  mind,  and  was  shaking  it  to  itB  centre. 

'' '  Remcses,  my  son,'  she  said,  answering  my  smile, 
and  then  immediately  assuming  an  expression  of  singulir 
majesty,  ^I  am  now  advancing  in  life.     I  have  paaaed 
my  lifty -first  year,  and  am  weary  of  the  sceptre.    I 
wisli  to  see  you  king  of  Egypt  while  I  live.     I  wish  to 
see  the  grandeur  and  wisdom  of  your  reign,  and  to  re- 
joice ill  your  power  and  glory.    When  I  am  laid  in  Aa 
8arcoj)hagus,  which  I  have  caused  to  be  hewn  out  in  the 
chamber  boncath  tho  pyramidion  of  my  obelisk,  I  shall 
know  and  behold  nothing  of  thy  dominion.     It  is  my 
desire,  tlierefore,  to  invest  you  with  the  sovereignty  of 
Kgypt ;  and  after  I  see  yr>n  crowned,  robed,  and  sceptred 
as   luT  king,  I  will  retire  to  my  Libyan  palace  and 
there   contemj)hite   thy  greatness,  and   reign  again  in 
tlioo !' 

'  I  rose  to  my  feot  in  Puq>riM»,  dear  Sesoetris,  at  tfak 
aiinonncoinont  from  the  lips  of  my  mother,  but  liatened 
with  (letVrencc  until  she  had  concluded,  and  I  then 
said, — 

" '  Tliis  intent  and  purpose  be  far  from  thee,  O  mj 
m«»tlH*r  and  qnoen !  Thou  art  in  the  meridian  of  Iifb| 
and  still  in  the  jmssession  of  thy  wonderfol  beauty. 


boarcelf  a  eilrer  thread  has  stolen  amid  thy  soft,  dark 
hair ;  tlion  art  yet  yoniig ;  and  may  tlie  Lord  of  tbe 
kings  of  the  eartii  loug  preserve  tlieo  upon  thy  throne, 
uid  lend  thee  strength  and  wisdom  to  wield  thy  sceptre. 
Far  be  it  from  me,  therefore,  my  mother,  to  accept  the 
'  crown,  until  Osiria  hiniBelf  transfers  it  from  thy  majestic 
hrow  to  mine  1' 

"  '  Nay,  Remeees,'  she  said  firmly,  yet  sadly, '  my  will 
is  ihe  law  of  Egy]>t.     Thou  hafit  never  opposed  it.' 

" '  But  this  is  where  my  own  elevation  involves  your 
depression,'  I  answered.     '  It  cannot  be  V 

'"I  am  firm  and  immovable,  my  son,  in  myporpose,' 
flhe  ri.-]>!iL>d.  'Your  thirtj-fiflh  birthday  will  soon  ar 
rive.  That  is  the  age  at  which  Konis,  the  son  of  Isis, 
was  crowned.  It  is  a  number  of  good  omen,  and  I  wish 
yon  to  prepare  for  your  coronation,  by  performing  all 
the  rites  and  sacrifices,  that  the  religion  and  laws  oi 
Egypt  require  of  a  prince  who  is  about  to  ascend  the 
throne  of  the  Pharaohs.' 

" '  Mother,  my  dearly  honored  mother !'  I  said,  kneel- 
ing to  her, '  forgive  me,  but  I  must  firmly  decline  the 
tiuMne  while  yon  ait  thereon.  Tou  are  ill  at  ease  in 
your  mind  to-day.  Some  deep  grief,  which  you  conceal 
from  me,  preys  upon  you.  It  is  not  because  you  arc 
old  that  yon  would  abdicate  the  throne  to  me,  who  am 
not  yet  old  or  wise  enough  to  rule  this  mighty  nation ; 
but  you  have  some  secret,  painful  reason,  which  I  beg 
you  to  reveal  to  me.' 

"  My  words  seemed  to  inflict  pain  upon  her.     She 

ro*e  to  her  fcot,  and  paced  the  apartment  twice  across  in 

troubled  reflection.     Then  she  came  to  my  side,  and  said 

impressively,  placing  her  trembling  grasp  upon  my  arm  : 

28 
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^^ '  Ron)  OSes,  if  I  reveal  to  thee  the  secret  of  my  heai^ 
wilt  thou  then  consent  to  be  king  V 

"  *  If  I  perceive,  my  mother/  I  answered,  *  that  necei 
sitj  demands  mj  acceptance  of  the  crown  before  m; 
time,  I  will  not  refuse  it.' 

"  *  If  your  views  of  necessity  do  not  influence  yon,  0 
my  son,'  she  said  earnestly,  and  with  a  sadden  gush  of 
tears,  Met  my  affection,  my  happiness,  my  peace  (i 
mind,  plead  with  you  I' 

'^  ^  Please,  my  beloved  mother,  to  make  known  to  me 
the  circumstances  under  which  you  are  moved  to  thii 
unusual  step,'  I  said. 

^'  *•  Not  unusual,'  she  replied.  '  I  have  consulted  the 
book  of  the  reigns  of  the  Pharaohs,  in  the  hall  of  Bootai 
in  the  temple  of  Tlioth.  Within  two  thousand  yean, 
not  less  than  seven  kings  and  three  queens  have  resigned 
the  Bccptre  of  Egypt  to  children  or  adopted  heirs.  Tlie 
Queen  Nitocris  resigned  to  her  adopted  son,  Myrtsna ; 
Choniiephtha,  after  reigning  eleven  years,  weary  with 
the  weight  of  the  crown,  resigned  it  to  her  nephew, 
Boeconiosochus.  Did  not  Phruron-Nilus,  the  great  mon- 
arch, decide  to  abdicate  in  favor  of  Amuthantseus,  hie 
son,  when  sudden  death  «)nly  prevented  his  retirementi 
The  crowns  of  K^ypt  are  7ninej  my  son,  by  the  laws  of 
the  gods,  and  of  tlic  ancestral  kings  from  whom  I  have 
inherited  them.  1  will  not  wait  for  the  god  of  death  to 
remove  them  from  my  head ;  but  with  my  own  hands  I 
would  put  them  upon  thy  brow!  It  must  be  done  soon, 
— }if>w/  or  neither  thou  nor  I  will  hold  rule  long  in 

^'  I  begged  my  mother  to  explain  her  mjsterioiif 
words. 


ISRAICL  IN   BOI'DAOS.  3o5 

"  '  Come,  Bit  by  me.  Be  calm,  ReineBoe  I  Listeu  with 
^onr  usual  meekucBB  and  reverence  to  me  when  I  epeab.' 
I  obeyed  ber,  and  she  time  began  : 

"  '  Tbon  knoweet  tby  couain  MtBria ; — hia  lofty  ambi- 
tion ;  hifl  impatience ;  bis  Bpirit  of  pride ;  bia  lust  for  do- 
minion, wbich  bia  viceroysbip  in  tbo  Tliebaid  bas  only 
(^iven  bim  an  unlimited  tbiratfor; — ^hia  jealousy  and  ba- 
tred  of  you,  Kemeseel  None  of  tbese  tilings  are  con- 
cealed from  you,  my  aon.'  My  motber  paused  as  if  for 
my  aseent,  wbicb  I  signified  by  a  respectful  bow.  She 
eoDtinued : 

*' '  Tbis  Prince  MceriB,  for  wbom  I  bave  done  all  in 
my  power — wbom  I  have  made  second  only  to  me  in 
the  Tbebaid,  I  have  reason  to  know  seeks  your  ruin  and 
my  throne  I' 

" '  What  proof  hast  thon  of  this  V I  cried,  deeply  moved. 

" '  Remeses,'  said  my  mother,  in  ringing  tones,  'I  most 
unfold  to  thee  all  t  I  know  bow  slow  thou  art  to  suspect 
or  believe  evil  of  any  one ;  and  that  you  fancy  Moerie 
an  honorable  prince,  overlooking  his  jealousy  of  yoD. 
Ton  have  confidence  in  my  judgment  and  tmtbl' 

" '  I  bave,  the  most  undoubted  and  deferential,'  I  an- 
rwered  the  queen. 

"'Then,  my  son,  hear  met'  she  said,  with  a  face  as 
pale  as  the  fine  linen  of  her  vesture.  '  Prince  Moeris  poB- 
lesses  a  secret  (ask  me  not  what  it  is)  which  gives  bim  a 
dangerous  power  over  me.  He  obtained  possession  of 
it  years  ago,  bow  I  know  not ;  but  it  has  placed  in  his 
hands  a  power  that  I  tremble  beneath.  Nay,  ask  not ! 
My  heart  itself  would  as  soon  open  to  thine  eyee, 
under  tlie  sliield  of  my  bosom,  as  reveal  its  secret!  It 
will  die  with  me  I     Tet  Mceris,  my  nephew  — •  man  of 
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talents  and  ambition,  in  morals  most  nnprincipled,  and 
in  disposition  cruel  and  unjust — ^holds  mj  happineas  is 
his  band !' 

" '  My  motber,'  I  cried,  *  why  then  didst  thou  confer 
on  him  the  principality  of  the  Thebaid  and  its  enormoiia 
military  power?' 

^^To  bribe  him,  when  he  menaced  me  with  the  be- 
trayal of  what  he  knew  I'  was  the  queen'a  almoat  fierce 
rejoinder. 

^^  ^  But  why  make  him  the  admiral  of  your  fleet  of 
the  NUe  V 

^^  ^  Another  bribe  when  he  renewed  his  threata  to  in- 
form you— 

"  *  Me  1'  I  exclaimed. 

"  *  Did  I  say  you  ?  No !  no !'  she  cried,  checking  her- 
self; 'when  be  menaced  me  with  the  betrayal  of  die 
dreadful  secret/ 

'^  *■  And,  my  dear  mother,  who  was  interested  to  knom 
it^  whom  would  it  benefit  or  injure?'  I  asked,  loat  in 
amazement. 

" '  Injure  one  whom — whom  I  love — destroy  my  hap- 
pincps  and  hoj)es — benefit  Maris  himself!'  she  answered* 
colorinri:  with  deepest  confusion  and  alarm. 

"'Why  not  crush  such  a  dangerous  subject  when 
he  menaces  your  peace?'  I  demanded,  my  whole 
H|»iiir  ronsed  for  my  mother,  and  my  indignation 
cited  iiiTJiinst  this  wicked  man.  *  If  thy  happii 
thus  menaced,  O  my  mother,  if  this  prince  is  the 
of  all  your  sorrow,  say  the  word,  and  in  thirty  daja 
hence,  he  shall  be  brought  bound  in  chains  toyonr 
feet' 

*^  *  Nav,  Removes,  1  dare  not   One  word  from  hia  1i] 
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t  he  ware  in  chunft,  iroald  reTeal  all  it  hit  htm 

idj  of  my  life  to  conceal,  and  give  him  all  the 

e  his  bitter  spirit  would  aak.    Ko,  not  Uoaru 

lot  be  made  angry.     It  is  onljr  his  ambidona 

tliat  keep  him  qniet' 

That  are  these  hopes  f  I  inqaired,  feeling  that 

arth  MceriB  and  I  were  mortal  foea. 

dat  thou,  O  prince,"  said  I,  as  he  rattmed  to  hii 

-  me,  which  be  had  left,  in  the  excitement  of  hii 

ve,  to  pace  the  floor,  "aospect  the  secret  f 

I,"  he  answered  gloomily ;  "  no,  Seeoetris ;  nor  do 

know  what  it  can  be ;  neither  have  I  the  leait 

inlesB — *'    Here  he   colored,  and  looked   ooo- 

ileea  what  f"  I  aaked,  painfully  interested. 

ilcas  Mcnris  be  the  son  ot  the  Prince  of  the  Tlu^ 

nd  I  the  son  of  the  brother  of  Pharaoh.    In  other 

that  Moeris  and  Rcmeses  have  changed  places, 

It  Moeris  knows  or  suspects  the  fact." 

tnoet  extraordinary  Ideal"  I  exdumed;  yet  at  the 

ime,  I  must  confess  that  I  was  foreibly  reminded 

it  1  have  before  alluded  to,  dear  mother,  the  total 

e  of  all  likcnces  between  Bemeeee  and  his  mother, 

e. 

!iat  can  possibly  have  suggested  to  your  mind 

strange  conjecture!"  I  added. 

inri«ti'ry,  hit  dear  Scsoetris,"  he  said,  **  calls  into 

e  the  wliolo  machinery  of  suspicion,  and  all  the 

of  inrcetigation ;  and  a  Imiidred  things,  which 

had  only  an  nrdhiary  signification,  under  its 
tsko  an  importance  and  meaning  wholly  now. 
ibly,  my  mother's  anxiety  to  impress  upon  me  that 
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Bhe  had  been  ^  all  a  mother  could  be  to  a  son,*  in  oofr 
nection  with  her  whole  manner,  and  especially  her  mi* 
called  for  reiterations  of  affection  for  me,  and  of  appeth 
to  my  devotion  to  her ; — ^all  this  rushed  upon  my  mem- 
ory, and  with  a  dizzy  brain,  and  a  heart  full  of  angaidi, 
under  the  dreadful  suspicion,  I  cried,  '  Why  must  not 
Prince  Mceris  be  made  angry  ?  Why  may  he  not  bo 
prevented  from  doing  thee  hann  V 

^^  ^  I  have  told  you,'  she  replied,  with  a  deadly  palkr. 
^  Kemeses,  your  roused  spirit  alarms  me  for  ns  three.* 

^^  ^  But  I  must  oppose,  and  if  necessary  destroy  him,* 
I  said,  in  my  emotion,  ^who  destroys  my  modier^ 
peace.' 

'^ '  Yes,  I  am  thy  mother.  Thon  art  a  son  \a  me*  1 
know  thou  wilt  protect  me  from  this  prinoe-nephew,' 
she  said,  in  broken  sentences.  *  He  shall  not  oome  be* 
tween  me  and  thee,  and  the  throne.' 

^^  ^  He  has  no  claim  to  the  throne.  He  does  not  aspiro 
to  it  in  your  lifetime/  I  said  ;  '  and  if  I  hold  it  aften  I 
will  take  care  of  my  own  crown.  My  mother,  fear  not 
Prince  Moeris.     Let  his  secret  perish  with  him.* 

'' '  And  thou,  also,  Remeses !  *  she  said,  passionately. 

"  '  I,  my  mother  ?  *  I  repeated.  A  spirit  of  severe  in- 
vestigation then  came  upon  me,  strengthened  by  mj 
suspicion. 

'' '  My  mother.  Queen  Amense,*  I  said,  with  the  deep 
est  emotion,  and,  O  Sesostris,  with  fear  and  dread,  ^t 
fearful  suspicion  has  taken  hold  upon  me  I    Am  I  thy 

SON  ? ' 

''  No  sooner  had  I  given  utterance  to  this  intexrogatiTa 
douht,  wliicli  was  wrung  from  my  tortured  heart,  than 
blirieking  aloud,  she  fell  forward,  and  but  for  my  intflr 
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Tening  arm,  her  form  woald  have  beeo  proetrato  at  m;  ' 
feeL  I  canght  her  in  my  srma;  I  kiseed  her  marble 
brow;  I  chafed  hor  cold  pulses  j  and  breathed  words  ol 
oomfort,  words  praying  her  forgiveiiese,  into  ber  ears. 
At  length  she  revived,  as  I  sapportod  hor  against  my 
wildly  beating  heart ;  and,  with  stony  eyes  staring  mc 
in  the  face,  gasped — 

" '  Bemeeee  I    Who  hath — who — who  hath  said  this  ?' 

" '  No  one,  no  one,  my  dearly  loved  mother,'  I  answer^ 
ed,  tenderly.  And  when  I  saw  th^t  she  was  more  com 
posed,  I  said,  'It  was  only  a  conjecture — a  wild  sus- 
picion— for  I  conld  not  comprehend  the  mystery  between 
yon  and  my  consin  Hceris,  except  that  (ae  haa  been  done 
m  former  dynasties)  he  and  I  are  in  each  other's  places 
Is  Mceris  thy  son,  and  am  I  the  boo  of  the  brother  of 
Amnnophis  V 

"  I  had  no  sooner  said  this,  than  she  rused  ber  head 
from  the  gold-embroidered  pnrple  cushion  of  the  ivory 
couch,  on  which  she  lay  reclining  against  my  arm,  and 
with  a  strange  laugh  of  joy  and  surprise,  said, — 

"  *  So  this  is  aU,  Remesee  1  Then  thon  needest  not 
fear.  Hteris  is  not  my  son.  He  is  nothing  to  me  bnt 
my  kinsmau.  Canst  thou  believe  that  that  wicked 
prince  is  my  offspring  t  I  forgive  thee,  Hemoses,  be- 
cause, perhaps,  my  words,  and  the  necessity  of  guarding 
my  secret,  may  have  forced  thee  to  this  conclusion. 
This  she  spoke  with  a  mind  evidently  greatly  relieved. 

"  *  Then,  dear  mother,  I  am  thy  son  in  spite  of  Prince 
Mceris  V 

*"In  spite  of  Mceris,'  she  answered.  'Hast  thon  ever 
known  any  other  mother  t  Kemeees,  let  thy  heart  be 
at  peace  I    Mceris  is  not  my  son  I    On  that  he  does  not 
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foaiid  his  hopee  to  grasp  the  reina  of  Egypt  Now  bea 
me,  mj  eon,'  she  eaid,  Bolcmoly.  'Hiat  priace  onoi 
Bought  my  life.  When  I  waa  taken  ill  on  the  day  llm 
Uo  dined  with  me,  he  had  bribed  my  cap-bearer  to  drop 
a  sublle  poison  in  my  cup.  Dread  of  tlie  prince  foretJ 
him,  under  hie  eyes,  to  do  it ;  but,  aa  the  cnp-beam 
liaodcd  me  the  wine,  he  preBsed  my  little  finger,  when 
it  clasped  the  cup,  so  significantly,  that  I  looked  in  bit 
eyee,  and  saw  tliem  full  of  warning.  I  did  not  drink, 
but  pleaded  illneaa,  and  left  the  banqnet-room.  I  ten 
for  the  cup-bearer,  and  he  confessed  what  he  liad  dou 
When  I  heard  his  cont'cEeion,  and  was  thereby  acqtuiBt 
ed  with  the  purpose  of  Prince  Mceris  against  my  lifts  1 
was  overwhelmed  with  despair.  My  future  safety  lat 
m  sending  for  him  the  next  day.  He  came.  It  VM  i 
brief  but  dreadful  interview.  He  acknowledged  dot 
he  souglit  my  life,  because  I  had  the  day  before  refntcd 
him  the  crown  of  Upper  Egypt,  declining  to  give  Iub 
tlie  half  of  my  empire.  lie  tlireatencd  to  betray  my 
secret,  and  I  pleaded  for  silence.  He  demanded  die 
white  crown  of  the  Tlicbaid  as  his  reward,  bnt  I  pal 
him  off  with  crasions.  lie  had  command  of  the  flcA 
and  I  dared  not  anger  him.  I  shrunk  from  makiBf 
known  to  yon  hie  demand,  and  the  terror  with  which  bl 
inspired  me.  I  promised  that  if  he  entered  the  £tbi» 
pian  capital  witliin  six  months,  bo  should  reign  it 
Tliehes.' 

" '  My  niotlicr,'  I  cried,  '  gave  you  such  a  promin  w 
him  !    lie  is  already  marshalling  his  forces  I* 

"  *  And  in  order  not  so  nmch  to  conquer  Ethiopia,  ■ 
to  usurp  one  of  the  thrones  of  En:)-pt,'  she  answered. 

'"And  are  to»  hound  bv  tliie  promise  to  html'  1 4a 


J 


DRAXL  IK   ilO^DAOI.  861 

aunded,  overwhelmed  with  amazement,  both  at  the 
•udscitj  of  MceriB,  and  the  power  he  hold  oyer  my 
mother  by  means  of  this  eecret. 

" '  By  all  the  vows  that  a  mortal  can  make  to  the  goda  I 
Here,  in  this  Bocrcd  chapel,  before  these  ahrinee,  ho 
made  me  swear  tliat  in  comidenition  ho  subdued  the 
central  capital  of  Ethiopia,  and  preserved  mj  secret,  I 
wonld  transfer  from  my  head  to  his  tlie  white-gold 
crown  of  Upper  Egj'pt,  tho  meet  ancient  kingdom  mor- 
tal ever  ruled  over  on  earth,  after  tho  demigixis.' 

"  Wlien,  my  dear  Seeoetrii),"  said  Romvses,  aft«r  hav- 
ing related  to  me,  with  a  djirk  countenance,  the  fore- 
l^ing  conversation,  "  I  heard  this,  I  wao  for  some  time 
eonfonnded,  and  could  not  speak.  At  length  I  cried 
out — 

"'That  mystery — that  secret,  known  only  to  yon  and 
Mreris,  and  for  the  snfe-kocping  of  which  yon  part  with 
nne  of  rour  crownei,  what  is  it  t  divulge  it  I  Am  I  not 
w'trihy,  O  mr  mother,  of  the  confidence  which  Prince 
iftpris,  by  foul  means,  sliaree  with  you  I  Will  you  not 
intrust  me  witli  the  secret  which  he  can  extort  by 
bribery  V 

"Tlie  queen  looked  deadly  pale,  and  her  whole  frame 
trenibk'd.  She  essim-d  to  reply,  and  then  said,  with  an 
etT'irt,  as  if  a  ci>ri>ap  had  bocomo  vocal — 

'••Uvmeiics — yiu  must — must  not  know  iti  Do  not 
nek — il'i  imt  eiisjiect  evil.  Do  not  doubt  me,  or  you  will 
kill  tiic!  Kir«  nif.  Ut.-moi>ei)!  Kiss  me,  my  eonl  Are 
y"U  not  my  son?  I  luvi-  ymi,  and  know  you  love  me, 
Let  all  eW-  i<ilw  by.  Vr.ii  ithfttl  be  king!  You  shall 
wear  tlic  dmiblp  tiara  I  Von  shall  grasp  both  sccptreo! 
Ttieref'ire  is  it,  I  would  now  make  you  king.     Doet  thou 
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andcrstand  me  ?  Mceris  must  Dot  inarch  into  Ethi<^ 
That  evil  man  must  have  a  master.  My  power  it  fafiiiif ' 
I  would  surrender  it  to  tliee.  Tlic  onlv  safety  of  EgT]<, 
tlic  only  security  for  tliy  crown  and  dominion,  ii  *■ 
taking  t}ic  throne,  and  ruling  all  Egypt  in  tLioe  'Wi 
right.' 

^*  ^  Is  this  60,  my  mother  ?'  I  demanded.  *  Does  Friact 
llreris  not  only  torture  thy  soul  with  a  aecret,  which,  ■ 
1  just  prince,  he  ought  forever  to  forget,  if  thon  desntf 
.t,  ))ut  does  he  also  aspire  to  sever  Egypt,  and  rule  n 
4ie  Tliebaid.  on  the  ancient  throne  of  my  ancettori,  ai 
4ie  ]M'ice  of  a  secret  held  over  tliee  with  an  nmnnh 
advantage  ?' 

" '  lie  does,  mv  son  '  she  answered.  *The  onlv  «te(f 
•)f  the  0111  pin*  depends  on  my  resignation  of  tlie  crt»ni 
into  your  hands.  Once  Pharaoh,  you  have  Msrii  lE 
your  feet,  and  if  he  prate  his  secret,  you  will  thea  ht 
able  to  tlospise  it,  and  put  to  silence  his  longne/ 

^'*  Mother,  my  dear  mother,^  I  answered,  after  Icag 
reflection,  ^wliat  you  have  told  me  has  broaghl  me  to 
i  decision.  I  shall  act  hlindly — not  knowing  the  natvi 
nf  the  power  of  tlie  prince  over  you ;  but  I  thall  art 
froni  aftection  and  sympathy  f»>r  you,  in  obedience  w 
vmir  wislies,  and  for  tlie  preservation  of  the  iniegritrd 
'!i<'  united  kinc^iom.  I  am  ready  to  obey  yon.  Ic  f* 
i» T  to  defeat  I*rince  M(L*ris,  and  relieve  vour  mii^i  i 
«%  ill  accept  the  sceptre  which  you  are  deisiroiia  of  plac 
ing  in  my  feeble  and  inexperienced  hand.  I  am  read; 
Ut  enter  upr>n  the  sarred  rites  of  initiation,  and  in  all  thiaj 
will  be  voiir  dr.tit'ul  and  obeilient  6«>il  TIic  wickK 
nor^s  ami  ainhiTion  of  Maoris  must  be  crashed.' 

"*•  Wlu-}.  I  hud  ilius  >^id,  my  mother,  with  a  cryof  jc; 
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flMt  hcTBolf  into  mj  amu.  1  bore  her,  mlmott  fainting 
with  liappinen  realised,  to  the  apartments  of  her  women, 
and  again  lamring  her  of  my  full  compliance  with  her 
wtthea,  I  took  tender  leare  of  her,  and  liaatened  to  my 
room  to  reflect  npon  all  that  had  paaeed  in  that  extraor 
dinary  interview ;  and  then  I  Boaght  yon." 

Thm  the  Prince  Bemeeee  ended  hia  interesting  and 
■ingnlar  statement  I  knew  not  what  to  respond  to  him 
when  he  had  done.  But  be  sore,  dear  mother,  there 
mnat  something  grow  oat  of  this,  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  this  dynasty.    Who  can  divine  the  secretl 

Bot  I  mnst  here  close  mj  letter,  with  assnrances  of 
mj  fondest  attachment  to  yon,  my  dear  mother,  whom 
tbo  gods  gnard  from  all  mysteries  and  secrets,  and  from 
■mbitioaa  prinoea  like  the  lord  Mceris. 

Yonr  ever  fidtfaftil 

Sesosteu. 
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LETTER    XXII. 

IsLAVD  Of  ReoDA,  Paiaob  or  tu  Qc^ 

Mr  TKBT   DEAS  MoTHEB : 

In  the  preceding  letter  I  have  made  known 
yoQ  the  cxtraordiuary  purpoee  of  the  queen  to  ion 
with  the  dignity  of  royalty,  her  mmj  the  Prince  Bca 
see ;  the  singular  scenes  which  passed  between  iha 
the  mystery  which  enveloped  her  motives;  and  t 
final  yielding  of  Remeses  to  her  commands  and  esin 
appeals. 

It  now  became  necessary  that  he  should,  according 
the  cuBtom  and  laws  of  the  realm,  prepare  himself  i 
his  coronation,  by  submitting  to  certain  religions  ce 
monies,  and  a  solemn  initiation  into  the  deeper  mjt 
ries  of  the  tcnipkii;  for  though,  as  a  prince,  be  i 
nominally,  or  by  c(»urtesy  of  the  laws,  the  higfapric 
yet  nut  until  he  bocame  king  could  ho  offer  the  sapre 
sac.Tifice  on  the  altar  of  Osiris, — which  ii»  the  hi^ 
religious  act  <>f  the  tiered  priesthood;  and  it  is  oi 
.ipon  the  sliields  of  kings  that  the  symbol  of  **pria 
in  8eulpture<l.  Tlius,  as  chief  priests,  or  pontiff^  1 
Phiiniohb  wore  the  head  of  the  hierarchy,  which  cocMi 
JateJ  their  political  power,  and  gave  them  an  inflwi 
•vf«r  thi*  MiiiHls  of  the  people  that  the  mere  posMwek^ 
chr  sceptre  of  Egypt  coold  not  have  CMnmaiidad; 
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ID  their  king,  thej  also  behold  their  mediator  with  the 
.  gods  Yet,  although  absolute  over  liis  auhjecta,  he  had 
no  power  over  the  priesthood,  except  bj  their  own  con- 
Hnt.  Ab  one  of  their  body  he  was  bound,  by  certain 
.  most  Boleuiu  and  myBtIc  vows,  to  the  rules  and  regultk 
tiona  of  tlieir  order ;  and  in  all  matters  of  state  he  waa 
pledged  to  the  hierarchy  of  prince-prieats,  who  coneti- 
toted  a  council  of  advice,  to  which  he  was,  by  the  laws 
(also  made  by  a  legislature  composed  of  the  hierarchs  of 
each  Dome),  compelled  to  submit  his  own  will.  All 
his  duties  are  regulated  by  a  code  drawn  up  by  the 
E*rie8t  of  On,  and  subacnbed  by  the  king  at  his  corona- 
tion. Thus  the  monarch  is  entirely  under  the  influ- 
ence and  control  of  the  priests.  I  will,  by  way  of  illos- 
tratioQ,  describe  to  you  how  the  queen  (who  is  also 
chief  priestess,  by  virtue  of  her  rank,  and,  as  ench, 
offered  up  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  Osiris  on  the  day 
of  her  coronation)  has  her  daily  duties  and  hours  ap 
portioned  to  her,  by  this  august  coimcil  of  arch-hiero- 
phante: 

When  her  majesty  arises  in  the  moraing,  her  royal 
scribe  brings  to  her,  in  a  shallow  vase  of  gold,  the  letters 
that  have  come  to  her  from  all  parts  of  her  kingdom, 
and  of  the  world.  These  she  reads,  and  lays  aside  for 
r«ply  after  consultation  with  Bemeses,  and,  if  of  great 
importance,  with  her  council  of  state :  for  she  has  also 
a  cabinet  of  generals,  lords  of  nomes,  and  high  admiralB, 
together  with  the  lord  of  the  nilometers,  whom  &ae 
calls  together  on  matters  exclusively  of  state,  ench  as  the 
affaire  of  the  army  or  of  the  navy,  the  condition  of  the 
harvests  and  treasure-cities,  and  the  state  of  the  Nile ; 
on  which  two  last  matters  the  reign   of  proBperity  or 
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famine  depends.    She  then  receives,  and  at  once  tttudi 
to  all  reports  or  messages  that  are  in  writing,  from  isf 
officers  of  her  palace,  such  as  the  captain  of  her  gnard, 
the  chief  butler,  chief  gardener,  her  captain  of  chariot^ 
and  her  master  of  horse.    She  then  issoee  her  ordento 
these  and  other  servants  of  her  honsehold.    All  dui 
time  she  reclines  in  a  robe  of  white  silk,  elegantly  em- 
broidered with  the  leaves  of  the  lotus  and  acanthvi 
and  with  flowers  imitated  to  the  full  beauty  of  natonl 
ones.     Her  hair  is  braided  and  confined  bj  a  rich  ta^ 
ban;  and  before  her  is  an  ivory  table  containing  ink, 
tablets,  a  stylus  or  two,  and  parcels  of  royal  papyrm 
stamped  with  her  signet,  and  beautifully  gilded,  upon 
which  she  inscribes  her  replies  either  with  her  owi 
hand,  or  by  her  scribes,  and  sometimes  only  by  imprw- 
ing  thereon  her  signet,  upon  which  vermilion  is  mbbed 
from  a  small  cushion  by  her  side.     For  religions  a&in 
the  signet  is  different,  having  the  sacred  hawk's-heid 
engraved  upon  it  above  the  royal  cartouch,  and  insteid 
of  red  color, — the  sacred  hue  of  the  Memphitic  realm, 
— it  is  bright  blue,  which  is  taken  from  a  very  smiD 
crystal  bottle,  held  in  readiness  by  a  scribe's  page,  froa 
whose  thumb  it  is  suspended  by  a  ring  of  gold. 

Tlie  queen  having  dismissed  all  these  attendants,  re* 
tires  to  her  bathing-room,  which  is  hung  with  enrtaini 
of  cloth  of  gold ;  and  having  bathed,  her  handmaideni 
anoint  her  with  costly  perfumes,  and  arrange  ber  hair 
with  the  highest  art;  for  in  the  style  of  the  hair  tlic 
Egyptian  ladies  of  all  ranks  display  great  taste,  and  ex 
pend  in  dressing  and  beautifying  it  a  large  proportion  (d 
their  time ;  and  I  must  acknowledge  they  display  per 
tVrf  bkill  in  making  most  attractive  this  glorious  adofffr 
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doent  of  jomt  sex,  dear  mother.  The  young  ivear  it 
in  DomeroiiB  braide,  mingled  with  natural  tresBea ;  othen 
•bape  it  into  a  eort  of  a  helmet,  with  a  crest  of  curia  fall' 
log  aroand ;  others  fasten  it  behind  in  a  rich  knot,  and 
let  what  is  free  flow  upon  the  bhoaldors.  Some  cover 
the  bead  with  a  braided  tiara  sparkling  with  gold  and 
jewela ;  and  others,  eepcciallj  at  banquets,  wear  rich 
caps  of  embroidered  cloth,  of  beantiful  shape,  termi- 
dating  behind  in  a  cape  enriched  with  needle-work,  and 
ornamented  with  fringe  of  floes  of  gold, — a  peculiar 
filament  I  have  seen  fabricated  only  in  Egypt  Indeed, 
an  Egyptian  lady  seems  to  regard  her  hair  as  her  crown 
of  beauty  by  nature,  and  she  tries  by  art  to  make  it 
alao  a  diadem  of  glory.  As  if  its  natural  brilliancy  were 
not  enough,  after  pouring  upon  it  fragrant  perfume,  her 
mud,  from  a  small  ivory  box,  the  convex  lid  of  which  is 
filled  with  minute  perforations,  sprinkles  its  smooth  sur* 
face  with  powder  of  gold. 

He  dressing-room  of  the  queen  opens  npon  gardens, 
ia  famished  with  luxury,  and  is  encircled  by  colamna 
of  alabaster;  its  intercolnmnar  panels  glitter  with  for- 
eign marbles,  and  paintings  of  the  highest  art;  the 
tables  are  resplendent  with  gold  and  silver,  eleo- 
trum,  and  variegated  stones;  while  before  its  doors 
hang  drapery  of  Tyrian  purple  wrought  with  gold, 
and  representing  scenes  of  the  chase.  More  or  lees  re- 
sembling this,  are  the  drcKsing- rooms  of  all  the  ladies  of 
rank.  Tlie  lords  of  Kgypt  ci>vct  gorgeous  and  expen- 
sively adorned  "  halla  of  books,"  or  libmrii-s ;  but  the 
ladies  beautify  and  eonoh  tlieir  d^el^8ing-salotlnB,  in 
which  they  spend  so  much  of  their  time,  and  where 
they  often  receive  their  very  intimate  female  acquaint- 
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anccs :  and  as  a  great  favor,  gentlemen,  on  familiar  foot 
ing  with  t}ie  family,  are  Bometimcs  admitted  into  thii 
beautiful  adytum,  where  the  goddess  of  beauty  is  adored 
by  homage  the  most  religious. 

Tlie  queen,  after  being  attired  by  her  ladies  in  mig- 
uificent  robes,  is  adorned  with  jewels;  and  wearing 
over  her  shoulders  the  splendid  leopard's-skin   of  tbs 
sacrifieer,  and   upon  her   head   the  insignia  of  BOve^ 
eignty,  she  enters,  with  all  her  train,  the  private  chapd 
of  the  palace,  and  there  presents  offerings  to  the  godi, 
pours  a  libation  of  wine,  and  invokes  Osiris.    On  ce^ 
tain  high  days  her  chief  priest  is  present,  who,  after 
praying,  sacrifices  a  snow-white  fowl,  and  offers  oblatioDi 
of  more  or  less  magnitude.    The  queen  then  asks  forgive- 
ness of  the  gods  for  what  she  may  have  done  wrong  in 
ignorance,  in  administering  her  kingdom,  and  imploret 
wisdom   and  guidance   in  the   acts  of  the  day.    The 
priest  now  gently  touches  her  crown  and  sceptre  with 
his  finger  dipped  in  the  vase  of  blood,  pours  the  rest 
into  a  vessel  upon  the  altar,  and  extending  bis  hands 
over  her  as  tflie  kneels,  blesses  her  in  the  name  of  Oairis, 
the  lord  of  the  worlds,  and  king  of  the  rulers  of  earth. 
He  also  pronounces  an  imprecation  against  her  enemies, 
exenij»ls  her  from  all  accusation  for  things  done  iu  igno- 
rance, and  solemnlv  denounces  those  of  her  ministeri 
who  wron;2:tuIIy  have  instructed  her,  or  administered 
evil  counsel. 

Tlicn  the  queen,  coming  forth  from  prayer,  is  met  by 
pages  who  present  her  with  flowers,  and,  at  the  Bound  ol 
musical  instruments,  she  is  led  to  her  breaklast  apart^ 
ment,  where  the  choicest  food  is  brought  on  goldeo 
dlbhes. — cakes  of  fine  flour,  steeped  in  milk  or  hooey, 


i  flesh  of  hirSa  roasted  or  broiled,  fmit  of  all  kinds, 

mild  wines  of  Palestine  and  Cypriia,  itTid  water  of  the 
Nile  filtered  with  the  paste  of  almonds,  and  flavored 
with  Arabian  epicee  and  Persian  condimenta. 

The  meal  over,  she  goes  furib  t.>  her  tli rone-room,  and 
seatiDg  herself,  the  doors  are  thrown  open,  and  she  re- 
ceives all  petitioners  and  comers  who  desire  audience ; 
bat  not  official  persons,  Bncb  as  ambasBadors,  who  bavo 
certain  honre  for  audience  with  her.  She  decides  on  all 
final  appealfl  from  the  jndges  in  the  city,  or  in  the 
uomee,  and  determines  with  wisdom  and  equity. 

I^eee  daties  over,  she  walks  in  her  garden,  or  in  the 
colonnades  of  her  palace ;  or  rides  ont  to  visit  her  public 
works,  or  for  lur.  At  noon  sbe  dines,  as  do  all  other 
Egyptians.  On  these  occaeioos  ebe  has  her  high  offi- 
cers, and  strangers  of  rank,  philosophers,  and  others,  at 
her  table.  Whosoever  she  detigiits  to  honor,  she  invites 
to  a  banqnet.  If  any  of  her  subjecta  greatly  distin- 
guishes himself,  so  as  to  confer  a  benefit  upon  Egypt  by 
any  new  art  or  improvement,  she  not  only  places  him  at 
her  table,  whatever  his  previous  rank,  but  invests  bim 
with  a  robe  of  honor,  tlirows  a  gold  chain  over  his  neck, 
pnts  a  ring  upon  his  finger,  presents  him  with  a  chariot 
to  ride  in,  and  makes  him  a  high  officer  over  some  of 
her  works  or  departments.  Thus,  by  her  virtues  and 
justice,  has  she  won  the  esteem  and  love  of  her  subjects. 

The  qneen  usually  passes  the  afternoon  with  her 
maidens,  m  her  embroidering  rooms,  where  she  always 
has  a  large  number  of  handmaids  at  work  with  the 
needle  or  the  loom,  or  engaged  in  the  art  of  needle- 
work, or  embroidering  for  the  use  and  decoration  of  tfte 
palace.     Sbe  also,  at  evening,  receives  gneets,  and  at 


y- 


370  THE  PILLAB  OF    FIBS,  OR 

that  time  Remeses  is  usually  found  in  her  coin]iiny 
She  retires  not  long  after  the  cloee  of  day,  unless  it  be  n 
moonlight  night,  when  her   players  ou  instruments  ol 
music  till  the  gardens  with  harmony,  while  the  queen 
and  her  friends,  seated  in  the  corridors,  listen,  or  cott 
verse  together.     In  conversation  the  queen  never  speab 
evil  of  any  one,  and  she  frowns  upon  slander;  hence 
this  vice  is  scarcely  known  in  Egypt,  and  the  Egyptian 
ladies,  when  they  hear  one  of  their  own  sex  spoken 
against,  at  once  defend  her,  and  find  excuses  for  her. 
This  is  certainly  a  delightful  trait,  and  should  cause  the 
world  to  concede  to  the  dames  of  Egypt  the  foremost 
position  in  tlie  rank  of  civilization. 

I  will  now  speak  of  the  proposed  succession  of  Prince 
Rcmcses  to  the  throne.     As  I  have  before  said,  the  king 
is  the  representative  of  tlie  deity.     His  title,  Ph^rah,  or 
Pharaoh,  eignilios  "the  sun,"  *'a  king,"  the  "lord  of 
light."    TIic  head  of  the  reh'gion  of  the  state,  he  is  not 
only  the  judge  and  lawgiver,  but  commander  of  the  arrny, 
and  its  leader  in  war.     Tliesc  latter  duties  have  been 
delegated  by  his  mother  to  Remeses,  by  the  consent  of 
her  council,  many  yc»ars  ago.     Tlie  sceptre  of  Egypt  is 
hereditary ;  but  in  the  event  of  there  being  no  lineal 
heir,  the   monarch  can  adopt  one,  if  taken  from  the 
priestly  or  military  class;  as  the  army  or  the  priesthood 
are  the  two  professions  followed  by  all  men  of  rank,  the 
navy  not  having  been,  until  Prince  Mocris,  its  admiral, 
demanded  it,  an  exclusive  service.     Most  of  the  Pha- 
raohs have  been  from  the  military  class,  and  younger 
princes,  from  the  days  of  Osirtasen  to  Prince  Remeses^ 
have  adopted  the  warlike  profession;  but  it  is  the  imi- 
verbal  belief,  that  no  former  ))rince  of  Egypt  has  evhioed 
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inch  ability  as  RomeBeB  to  command  vast  armiee,  anil 
lead  the  deatiniea  of  a  mighty  people. 

When  a  prince  ib  about  to  ascend  the  throne,  the  lawp 
require  that  he  should  be  inatructed  iu  all  the  mysteries 
of  the  religion  of  his  empire,  and  initiated  into  the 
various  offices  of  a  sovereign  pontiff.  He  is  taught  all 
that  relates  to  the  gods  and  other  inyateriea  Iiithorto 
concealed  from  him,  the  eervices  of  the  temple,  the  laws 
of  the  country,  and  the  duties  of  a  king,  as  inscribed  in 
the  ten  sacerdotal  books. 

In  order  that  in  these  things  he  may  be  properly  in- 
structed, he  is  enjoined  to  pass  forty  days  in  the  toinplea 
of  Oairis,  Ptli.iii,  Jsis,  Atlior,  ami  oilier  gods;  and  to  rsj- 
main  one  night,  the  last  of  all,  in  the  temple  of  Thoth, 
before  the  pyramids,  watching  alone,  praying  for  the 
blessings  of  the  gods,  and  offering  sacrifice  and  liba- 
tjons.  This  solemn  vigil  ended,  and  the  snn  risen,  he  is 
escorted  by  a  grand  procession  of  priests,  who  awing 
incense  before  him,  and  lead  him  to  the  temple  of  the 
Sun,  to  be  crowned  in  the  preaence  of  all  the  nobles, 
high  officers,  and  people  of  Egypt.  This  ceremony,  as 
described  in  the  royal  books,  is  grand  beyond  conce[>- 
tion. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  enter  upon  this  formal  prepara- 
tion, the  Prince  Remcsea,  on  the  third  day  after  his  in- 
terview with  hia  mother,  retired  from  the  palace,  and 
Bought  the  holy  solitudea  of  the  temple  of  the  Bon.  A 
cuancil  of  the  hierarchy,  assembled  hy  the  qaeen,  had 
reluctantly  given  their  consent  to  her  abdication;  bat 
willingly  yielded  to  the  coronation  of  Remeses;  for, 
however  devoted  a  warlike  nation  may  be  to  a  reigning 
queen,  the  preference  of  the  people's  heart  is  for  a  kinf;. 
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While,  therefore,  the  intelligence,  which  soon  spreid 
tlirough  Egypt,  that  Amense  the  Good  was  to  lay  down 
her  Bceptre  in  favor  of  her  son,  cast  a  shadow  over  their 
hearts,  it  was  chased  away  by  the  light  of  the  antid 
pated  splendor,  which  the  reign  of  a  prince,  a  ^  Fh» 
raoh,''  would  shed  upon  the  land  of  Egypt. 

^^  As  the  good  queen  will  still  live,  we  need  not 
grieve,''  said  some  of  the  artisans  at  work  upon  her  ob- 
elisk ;  "  we  can  rejoice  in  Bemeses,  and  still  honor  hii 
royal  mother." 

It  was  an  affecting  parting  between  the  prince  and  hii 
mother  when  he  left  tlie  palace.  I  accompanied  him  to 
the  vestibule  of  the  temple.  Here  twelve  priests,  led  by 
the  high-priest,  received  him ;  and  tlireo  others  came  fo^ 
ward  to  disrobe  him  of  his  vesture,  his  bonnet  and  saih 
dais;  while  three  more  invested  him  with  sacerdotal 
robes,  a  priestly  tiara,  and  placed  upon  his  feet  the  sa- 
cred sandals.  Tlien  inclor^intr  him  in  their  midst,  as  if 
to  shut  him  out  from  the  world,  they  moved  forward 
into  the  f^looiny  cloisters  of  the  temple,  and  disappeared 
with  liini  from  my  gaze. 

At  iiis  previous  request,  and  at  the  earnest  solicita 
tif)n  of  the  queen,  who,  in  his  absence,  depressed  in 
Bpifite.  iindp  relief,  as  she  kindly  says,  in  my  presence 
1  rt-turned  t(»  the  Island  «>f  Illioda,  and  am  nowoccapj. 
\u*r  die  ajKirtnients  of  the  prince ;  for  when  he  is  crowne*^ 
k'.iig,  he  will  remove  to  the  superb  old  palace  of  the 
I'liaranhs,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  between  the  riTer 
ard  the  City  of  the  Sun. 

No  one  is  pennitted  to  speak  with  the  royal  noTitials 
until  the  forty  days  are  ended  ;  and  when  he  proceeds 
from   temple  to  tempU\  to  jro  throu|]fh  in  each  oer^air 
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lilee  Bad  receive  certain  ioBtructions,  it  a  at  midnight ; 
and  all  perBone  are  forbiddeii  to  appear  in  the  streets 
throngh  which  the  tnysterioiia  procession  of  prieaU 
passes. 

It  18  now  the  thirty-fourth  day  eince  he  entered  npon 
his  initiation.  Since  that  time  I  have  seen  much  more 
nf  Egypt  and  of  the  people.  I  havu  not,  however,  been 
Car  from  the  Island  of  Ehoda,  a&  the  qaeen  conBtantl; 
demands  my  society,  and  inqnirea  of  Acherres  after  me, 
if  I  am  long  away. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  as  I  waa  engaged  with  a  party  of 
nobles  fishing  in  the  Lake  Amenae,  which  I  have  before 
described  as  almost  a  sea  in  extent,  and  bordered  by 
palaces,  a  galley,  rowed  by  twenty-four  oars,  was  seen 
coming  towards  us  at  great  speed.  Upon  seeing  it,  one 
naid: 

"  It  is  a  royal  barge  I" 

"Nay,  said  another,  it  is  that  of  the  old  Admiral 
Fathromenes.     His  sails  are  bine  and  white." 

"  I  do  not  heed  the  color  of  his  sails,"  said  the  first 
lord.  "  Seest  thou  not  that  it  is  the  queen's  galley,  by 
the  golden  hawkVhead  at  the  mast,  and  the  cartonch  of 
the  Fbaraohs  above  the  poop  !" 

"It  iff  the  queen's  galley,"  I  eaid,  "for  I  have  fre- 
quently been  in  it,  and  recognize  its  aymbols." 

Hereupon  there  was  manifested  a  general  cariosity  to 
know  why  it  was  coming  bo  swiftly  towards  us.  In  a 
few  minutes  I  discovered  my  Hebrew  page,  laraelisis, 
(for  I  have  Egyptiantzed  his  name  since  be  came  into 
my  service),  upon  the  deck,  and  began  to  sUBpect  the 
qneen  had  sent  liim  for  me.  I  was  not  mistaken.  The 
galley  came  sweeping  round  us  with  a  roar  of  spray 
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from  its  dashing  oars,  and  the  page,  springinfl;  ligbfl; 
upon  the  bulwarks  of  our  vessel^  with  a  low  obeiBiDoe 
presented  me  the  queen's  signet,  saying : 

"  The  queen  has  sent  for  thee,  my  lord  I" 

The  party  of  nobles  expressed  great  reluctanea  at 
parting  with  me,  and  one  of  them  said : 

"You  are  in  great  favor  with  our  royal  house,  0 
prince." 

"  Only  as  a  guest  and  stranger,"  I  answered,  smiling. 

Hiey  returned  my  parting  bow  with  courtesy,  and  I 
went  upon  the  galley,  which  was  soon  cleaving  the  shill- 
ing surface  of  tlie  beautiful  lake,  called  by  the  Egyp* 
tians  "  the  Celestial  Sea."  It  is  twenty  stadia  in  circiiit, 
and  from  it  lead  out  canals  in  numerous  directions,  lined 
with  verdure,  and  rich  with  harvests.  It  also  comma- 
nicates  with  the  majestic  Father  of  rivers  by  a  winding 
artificial  outlet,  which  is  lined  with  gardens  and  palaces. 
Along  this  lovely  seq)entine  stream,  our  galley,  afker 
leaving  the  broad  hike,  flew  like  the  wind,  all  other  vesseh 
swiftly  moving  from  its  course  and  giving  it  the  way. 
Shooting  out  into  the  swift  Nile,  between  two  colossal 
sea-dragons  of  red  stone,  which  guarded  the  entrance  to 
the  caniil,  we  crossed  to  the  palace-covered  Rhoda.  As 
I  was  about  to  land  at  the  stately  quay,  I  saw,  to  my 
surj)risc',  the  war-galley  of  Prince  Morris  riding  near, 
her  rowers  still  seated  at  their  banks,  as  if  ready  to  more 
:ir  a  niomcnt^s  warning.  I  met  Acherrcs,  who  has 
whollv  rocovered  from  his  lon^  illness,  of  which  I  wrote 
his  fathor,  at  the  gateway  of  the  palace. 

'^  My  ]>riHco/*  he  said,  l(M)king  anxious,  ^*  1  am  gild 
vou  hiiv<;  e<»!ni'.     llor  majesty  is  in  some  great  distress.'* 

^"Is  Prince  Maoris  hcrc^*'  I  quickly  asked. 
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my  pnDce ;  but  Iub  galley  hat  brong^t  hither 
r  with  letters." 

lapa  he  has  been  defeated  in  the  borden  of  Ethi- 
aa  my  reflection ;  for  I  knew  he  had  been  con- 
Dg  an  invasion  of  its  capital,  on  account  of  the 
he  had  exacted  from  the  qaeen,  that  he  aboidd 
le  on  the  ancient  throne  of  the  Ilieban  kiogi  iu 
«ypt 

ed  from  apartment  to  apartment,  1  vaa  soon  led 
immediate  presence  of  the  qneen.  In  the  ante- 
,  before  I  entered,  I  had  aeea  a  stranger,  whose 
and  costume  showed  that  he  waa  a  Theban  lord 
officer.  He  bowed  hanghtily  to  me,  ai  I  ac- 
ged  his  presence  in  the  osnal  way  when  stran- 
it 

d  tlie  queen  alone.  She  was  walking  to  and  tn 
nick,  Dcrvoos  step.  In  her  hand  she  held  a  let 
the  Bcal  broken.  ITpon  seeing  me,  she  came 
me,  and  said : 

-ince  Seeoetria,  who  art  to  me  next  to  my  son,  1 
Ton  have  come  I     Pardon  me  for  sending  for  ' 
Qcr  eyes  were  bright  with  tears,  and  her  Toiee 
nlouB. 

oiiglit  to  have  done  so,  O  noble  qnem,"  I  ail- 
'  since  yon  are  in  trouble." 
ouble,  Seeoetris  I    It  is  more  than  tronble;  it  is 
greater  than  I  can  bear  I'' 
Hcerifi  been  defeated )"  I  asked,  with  earnest 

r- 

is  defeated !    No,  oh  no ;  bat  rather  conqnertv- 

tak  an  enigma  1" 

koght  happened  to  Remesee  in  his  sacred  datieer 
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*^  No,  oh  no !    It  is   MooriB !     He  will   break  mj 
heart  r 

''What  has  he  donet    What  can  I  doTI  asked,  per 
plexed. 

^^  Nothing — ^that  is,  you  can  do  nothing  I  Aa  for  list 
ris,  ho  has  done  eyery  thing !  But  why  do  I  talk  to 
you?  You  understand  me  not!  There  is  a  feaiftl 
secret,  O  Sesostris !  I  did  not  send  for  you  to  reveal  it 
to  yon — but — ^but  for  sympathy; — ^for  your  company  I 
I  know  you  love  me,  for  you  are  the  friend  of  Remeaeai 
and  you  have  a  mother  whom  you  love  and  honor.** 

''  And  I  also  love  and  honor  you,  O  my  mother  P 
said,  taking  her  hand  and  conducting  her  to  a  chair^ 
But  she  refused  to  sit  down.    She  regarded  me 
eager  eyes,  as  if  she  were  penetrating  my  aool  to  ii 
depths.     Suddenly  she  said : 

''Has  Renieses  told  you  all  the  convenationa  I  have 
had  with  him  ?" 

"  no  has  talked  much  with  me  of  what  has  paaaed  be- 
tween you,  O  queen,"  I  answered. 

^'  Did  he  speak  of  a  secret  I  held  locked  in  vaj  heart 
even  from  him  ?" 

'^  lie  did.  lie  said  it  was  known,  however,  to  Prinea 
Mcjeris,  who  held  it  over  you  as  a  power  of  evlL" 

'^  Did  Renieses  suspect  its  nature  t"  she  demanded. 

'^  lie  iiiforiucd  nie  that  he  once  had  a  suspicion  whicb 
yivir  majesty  removed." 

^^  Yei^/'  f^he  said,  with  a  strange,  cold  smile,  ''he  fan- 
cied that  Aliuris's  secret  was,  that  he  was  the  true  heir  of 
the  throne — my  son ;  and  that  Remeses  waa  the  nephev^ 
of  Pharaoh,  not  himself!  Was  it  not  an  eztraordinarjr 
idea,  prince?"  she  asked  me  with  the  aame  icy  iraoy 


J 
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that  wafl  unaccountable  to  me,  "  Who  could  e\  er  doabt 
that  Remeaea  is  my  own  aont" 

"  No  one,  your  majesty,"  I  answered,  seeing  ane  looked 
to  me  for  a  reply. 

"Sorely  no  one  I  Dost  thou  not  mark  how  like  our 
eyee  are?  And  then  oar  voicee  are  much  on  the  same 
key,  thongh  hie,  as  becomes  a  man,  is  deeper.  Hie 
Bmilo,  is  it  not  minet  Nay,  no  oiic  could  say  we  are 
not  mother  and  son,  could  they,  O  Prince  of  Tyre? 
How  strange,  is  it  not,  that  Semesee  ehoold  hare  con 
ceired  each  an  idea  1" 

"He  had  probably  heard,  your  majesty,  traditions  of 
infant  sons  of  kings  having  been  interchanged ;  and  as 
he  could  not  account  for  the  Prince  of  Thebes'  influence 
over  you  by  a  secret,  on  any  other  reasonable  groonds, 
he  Tentored  this  supposition." 

"  But  he  never  will  doubt  f^ain,  O  Sesostris  I"  she 
cried  in  an  earnest  manner ;  "  no  one  now  could  make 
him  snspect,  a  second  time,  he  is  not  my  soul  Oh  no, 
never !  never  t    Could  they,  think  you,  my  lord  prince  I" 

"  No,  madam,"  I  answered ;  her  singular  manner  and 
language  wholly  surprising  me,  and  leading  me  to  fear 
that  she  was  not  at  all  well ;  that  her  nerves  had  been 
too  severely  tried  by  the  intelligence,  whatsoever  its 
nature  was,  which  she  had  received  from  Prince  McBris. 
"  Year  majesty,  I  hope,  has  had  no  evil  tidings,"  I  added, 
glancing  at  the  letter  she  still  grasped. 

"  Oh,  evil  t  All  evil,  all  I"  she  cried,  with  anguish  in 
her  looks.  "  Prince  Sesoetris  1"  she  all  at  once  exclumed, 
"  yon  can  be  trusted  I  I  need  sympathy.  I  cannot 
nave  it  unless  I  reveal  to  yon  my  terrible  secret  I  1 
icnow  I  can  confide  in  yon.    My  heart  will  break  nn 
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less  I  rest  the  weight  which  oppreeseB  it  upon  anotha 
heart !" 

^^  Remeses  will  in  a  few  days  be  with  you,  and^* 
I  began ;  but  she  interrupted  mo  with  accents  of  terror, 

"  No— no !    It  is  of  him  !     He  must  never  know  mr 

■ 

secret  I  It  would  kill  him — ^he  wonld  fall  to  the  earth  a 
dead  man,  as  if  the  liglitnings  of  heaven  had  smitten 
him  I  No,  not  Hemeses !  With  him  silence— eternal 
silence !" 

^'  If  it  will  relievo  jonr  majesty  to  confide  in  me,  I 
v\ill  receive  with  gratitude  yonr  revelation,  and  extend 
yon  all  the  sympathy  in  my  power,"  I  said,  with  emo- 
tion. 

'^  Noble,  excellent,  virtnons  prince  t^  she  exclaimed. 
lifting  my  hand  to  her  lips.  "My  determination  is 
fixed  I  You  shall  know  my  secret !  It  will  be  safe  in 
your  honorable  breast.  But  will  you,  O  prince,  con 
sent  to  receive  a  revelation  affecting  Rcmeaes,  jonr 
friend,  which  you  are  forbidden  to  make  known  to 
him  ?" 

"  For  yonr  sake,  O  queen,  I  will  receive  it,  and  con- 
ceal it  from  Remeses,  and  all  men,"  I  answered.  "I 
would  not  wish  to  make  known  to  him  what  wonld  af* 
feet  him,  as  you  say." 

"Come  with  me,  then,  O  prince,  into  my  private 
cabinet,"  she  said,  with  a  voice  deep  and  fall,  as  if  she 
wore  greatly  moved. 

I  w:i8  about  to  follow  her,  as  she  went  with  a  quick 
resolvod  step,  when  her  page  withont  the  door  gave 
the  tiHiial  sign,  by  tinkling  a  silver  sistrum,  which  forma 
the  handles  of  their  ivorv  sticks,  that  he  wished  to  enter. 
The  queen  said,  almost  sternly  — 
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"  I  can  see  no  one,  prince." 

I  approached  the  doulile  door,  and,  opening  one  of 
the  inlaid  valves,  saw  behind  the  page  the  tall  figure  of 
the  Thebao. 

*'  This  lord  waits  for  an  answer,"  said  the  page. 

"The  queen  will  give  you  audience  by  and  by,"  I 
said.  "At  present  her  majesty  is  engaged.  Await  her 
leisure." 

The  Thisian  courier  bit  his  lip,  and  scowled  impa- 
tiently. I  perceived  that  the  man  had  caught  the  spirit 
of  the  master  ;  and  could  judge  how  defiant  and  haugh- 
ty Mceris  must  be  when  his  courier  could  play  the  im- 
patient follower  so  well.  Rejoining  her  majesty,  I  said, 
in  answer  to  her  inquiring  look,  "  The  courier  from  the 
viceroy." 

"  Yes — he  is  restless.  But  I  must  have  time  I "  She 
grew  so  deadly  pale,  as  she  spoke,  that  I  supported  her 
into  the  cabinet,  when  she  sunk  upon  a  lounge-,  and 
would  have  fainted  away  but  for  water  at  hand.  When 
she  recovered  she  said — 

"Sesostria,  my  son.  my  friend,  when  yon  hear  all, 
you  will  find  excuses  for  me.     Read  that  letter  first." 

And  she  placed  in  my  hand  an  epistle,  written  upon 
the  silver  leaves  which  the  kings  of  Thebes  have  always 
made  use  of  for  their  royal  lettetB. 

But,  my  dear  mother,  I  will  here  close  this  epistle. 
My  next  will  not  be  for  your  eye  at  present,  if  ever; 
unless  circnmstances  transpire  which  will  remove  the 
seal  from  the  secret  revealed  to  me. 

I  feel  that  your  warmest  sympathies  will  be  with  the 
onhappy  queen. 

Farewell,  dearest  mother  I    May  the  gods  preserve 
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jou  from  all  Borrow,  and  the  Lord  of  the  Sun,  the  Grett 
Invisible,  defend  your  life  and  throne.  I  hope  soon  to 
hear  the  resolt  of  y onr  embasBy  to  the  barbaric  King  oi 
Oyprufl. 

Yonr  dntifnl  son, 

Sesostbis. 


^L   VS   BOIfDAQS. 


LETTER    XXIII. 

PAu.cn  or  Bhoda. 


Ht  tbkT  deab  Motheb: 

I  EsntRACE  the  first  leiBiire  I  can  command,  eince 
clonng  my  last  letter,  to  resume  the  subject  which  filled 
its  pages. 

This  letter,  however,  I  shall  withhold,  until  I  either 
have  authority  to  send  it  to  yon,  or  circnmstsncee  ren- 
der it  expedient  to  destroy  it ;  bnt  in  order  to  keep  a 
record  of  the  events  now  transpiring,  1  write  them  down 
in  the  shape  of  an  epistle  to  my  dear  mother,  eo  that 
hereafter,  if  it  be  neceeeary  to  refer  to  it  for  facte,  dieie 
may  be  written  evidence  of  them. 

The  letter  of  Prince  Moeris,  which  the  queen  placed 
in  my  hands,  was  dated  some  years  back,  and,  no  doubt, 
on  noticing  this,  my  countenance  betrayed  sorprise ;  for 
she  said  quickly — 

"  Read  that  first.  I  conceal  nothing  from  yon.  Yon 
shall  know  from  the  beginning." 

By  permission  of  her  majes^,  I  took  a  copy  of  the 
letter,  and  of  the  two  that  follow.    It  was  dated — 

"OuTLi  or  BcBAnTB,  pKLimui  Delta. 

"To  Ajcekse,  Qitben: 

"  Your  Maj  esty, — I  add  rese  my  letter  to  yon  from 
Chis  petty  castle,  though,  albeit,  the  stronghold  of  yoor 
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kingdom  seaward,  over  which  you  have  made  mo  gut 
ernor.  For  a  subject,  this  would  bo  a  poet  of  honor 
For  me,  the  son  of  your  husband's  brother,  your  rojii 
nephew,  it  is  but  an  honorable  exile  from  a  court  where 
you  fear  my  presence.  Honorable,  do  I  say  I — ^rather, 
dishonorable;  for  am  I  not  a  prince  of  the  blood  d 
the  Fhaniohs?  But  let  this  pass,  your  majesty.  I 
do  not  insist  upon  any  thing  based  upon  mere  lineage. 
l/ed  that  I  was  aggrieved  hy  the  birth  qf  Remeau,  I 
see  that  you  turn  pale.  Do  not  do  so  yet.  You  mut 
read  further  before  the  blood  wholly  leaves  your  cheek. 
I  repeat,  I  am  aggrieved  by  the  'birth  of  Kemeses.' 
You  see  I  quote  the  last  three  words.  Ere  you  eloae 
this  letter,  your  majesty  will  know  why  1  mark  them 
thuB.  Your  husband,  tlie  vicegerent  of  the  Husitie 
kingdom  of  the  South,  after  leaving  his  capital,  Thebei, 
at  the  liead  of  a  great  army,  died  like  a  soldier  de- 
scended from  a  line  of  a  thousand  warrior  kings,  in 
combat  with  the  Ethiopian.  I  was  then,  for  your  ma- 
jesty was  without  offspring,  the  heir  to  the  throne  ol 
Egypt.  I  was  the  son  of  your  husband's  younger 
brother.  Though  but  three  years  old  when  your  lord 
was  slain,  I  hud  learned  the  lesson  that  I  was  to  be  king 
of  Egyi)t,  wlien  I  became  a  man.  But  to  the  surprise 
K^\  all  men,  of  your  council  of  priests,  and  your  cabinet 
ot  statesmen,  lo!  ytui  soon  afterwards  became  a  mother 
when  no  evidences  of  this  j>romise  had  been  apparent  I 
Nay,  d<i  not  cast  down  this  letter,  0  queen !  Read  it  to 
the  end  !     It  is  imp«)rtant  you  should  know  all. 

'•  ANHien  I  beeamt^  of  lawful  maturity,  it  was  whis- 
pered t<i  mo  by  a  certain  pi'rson,  that  there  were  suqii- 
clone  that  the  queen  had  feigned  maternity,  and  that  dM 
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bad  adopted  an  infaot  of  the  wife  of  one  of  ber  lords, 
in  order  to  prerent  the  bod  of  her  haBband's  brother 
from  inheriting.  It  ie  tme,  your  majesty,  that  my 
frther,  your  lord's  brother,  loved  yon,  aa  a  maiden,  and 
would  have  borne  yon  from  the  palace  of  Pharaoh,  your 
father,  as  his  own.  Yet  why  ahoold  yoar  rereiige  ex- 
tend to  his  son,  after  he  married  another  prineeal 
Why  did  yon  deceive  Egyp^  and  supplant  his  ion  (my- 
■elf),  by  imposing  upon  Egypt  the  infant  Bemeses,  the 
diUd  of  a  lord  of  yonr  palace,  whom  no  one  knows,  foi 
yon  took  care  to  send  him,  with  an  ample  bribe  of  gold, 
to  Oarthage,  or  some  other  distant  country.  Now,  yoni 
mqerty  knowa  whether  this  be  true  or  not  I  beltoTC 
it  to  be  so,  and  that  the  haughty,  hypocritically  meek 
Bemeses,  has  no  more  right  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pha- 
rnoli's  daoghter  than  one  of  the  children  of  the  base 
Hebrews,  or  of  an  Egyptian  swineherd;  and,  by  Ha 
goda,  jndging  from  his  features,  he  might  be  a  Ben 
brwll 

**  I  demand,  therefore,  that  yon  make  me  rioeroy  <^  the 
Tbebald.  Unless  yon  do  so,  I  swear  to  your  majesty, 
that  I  will  agitate  this  suspicion,  and  fill  all  Egypt  with 
the  idea  that  yonr  favorite  Kcmeses  is  not  your  ecm. 
Whether  I  believe  this  or  not,  matters  not  If  there  be 
any  tmth  in  it,  your  vu^etty  knowa,  and  will,  no  doubt- 
act  accordingly. 

**  Tour  ijuthfol  nephew, 

**■  MoBis,  Prince." 

When  1  had  finished  reading  this  extraordinary  letter. 
1  rmised  my  eyes  to  the  qncon.  She  was  intuktly  ob 
•arriog  its  effeot  upon  niy  countenance. 
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<<  Dared  that  man  write  thns  to  jour  majesty  t"  I  cried, 
with  the  profoundest  emotions  of  indignation. 

^^  You  have  read,"  answered  the  queen,  with  a  tremi- 
lous  vuico. 

^' And  did  not  your  majesty  at  once  send  and  armC 
the  bold  insulter  and  dangerous  man  ?"  I  said. 

Slie  bit  her  lip,  and  said,  in  a  hollow  ton^^ 

"  Prince  of  Tyre,  is  he  not  this  day  yiceroy  of  the 
Thebaid  ?" 

^'  Does  your  majesty  mean  that  you  yielded  to  hu  d» 
mand  ?" 

«  Yes." 

^'  I  marvel  at  it,"  said  I,  confounded  at  the  ackno^ 
edgment.     ^'  If  what  he  had  said  had  been  true — ^" 

^^  Sesostris,  falsehood  often  flies  faster  than  tratk      ^ 
can  do  as  much  mischief.    Tlie  rumor  of  such  a  thL^S^ 
false  or  true,  would  have  shaken  my  throne,  and 
stroycd  the  confidence  of  the  mass  of  the  people  in 
mescs  when  he  came  to  the  sceptre.     I  resolved  to  el 
it  by  giving  Moeris  what  he  asked." 

I  regarded   the  queen  with  sentiments  of  pity 
sorrow.     She  said  quickly — 

"  Read  another  letter  from  him."     1  did  so.    It 
dated  tliree  years  later,  and  demanded  the  command^^^  ^ 
the  fleet,  and  its  separation  from  the  control  of  the  j    ■   ^'*' 
iTiil-in-eliiet*  of  the  armies.    Tliis  general-in-chief 
Ui'ineses,   dear   mother.     To    the   demand   the 
virMi'd,  and  therebv  erected  the  maritime  arm  of 
kin^rdoiii  into  an  inde])endent  service,  acknowledging 
buperior  authority  but  tliat  of  the  throne.     When  1 13» 
ended  the  perut^al  of  the  letter,  the  queen  placed  in  MMif 
hand  a  third  missive  from  this  powerful 
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"Tliie  is  what  I  received  but  now,"  she  gasped. 
■'Read  it,  Sesostris,  and  give  me  your  eympathy." 
It  bora  dat« — 


B  PlLlOSB  OF  THI  , 

Mbknomia,  This  aid.  ) 

*  To  THE  QUXEH  AUENBE : 

"  Tour  Majesty, — I  write  fruui  my  paviliou  pitch- 
ed at  the  foot  of  the  Libyan  moiintaine.  I  need  not  fore- 
warn yoQ  of  the  subject  of  tliie  letter,  whea  I  assure  yon 
iliat  within  Uie  hour  1  have  received  intelligence  from 
Memphis,  that  you  are  about  to  abdicate  your  throne  in 
favor  of  Remeses,  your  siippositTons  eon.  Tliis  intel- 
ligence does  not  surprise  me.  When  I  was  in  Lower 
Egypt,  I  saw  through  you  and  your  policy.  I  perceived 
that  while  you  feared  me,  you  resolved  to  defeat  my 
power  over  you.  Tliie  purpose,  to  surrender  the  sceptre 
af  the  two  Egypts.  I  can  penetrate.  You  design,  there- 
by, securely  to  place  Remeses  beyond  my  power  to 
barm  him,  for  that,  being  king,  if  I  lift  a  finger  be  can 
iestroy  me.  I  admire  your  policy,  and  bow  in  homage 
:o  your  diplomacy.  Bat,  O  queen,  both  you  and 
Kemeses  are  in  my  power  1  Nay,  do  not  flash  your 
im]><!rial  eyes  at  this  assertion.  Hear  me  for  a  few 
moments. 

"  Yunr  ready  compliance  with  my  demand,  a  few  years 
ago,  to  create  me  viceroy  of  Thebes,  led  me  to  believe 
that  niy  suspicions  were  true ;  that  is,  that  Remeses  wag 
the  pon  of  one  of  your  noble  ladies,  whom  yon  had 
adopted.  And  when  you  made  me  admiral  of  your  fleet, 
on  my  second  demand,  I  was  convinced  that  yon  feared 
the  truth,  and  that  it  mlglif  bo  proven,  with  proper  evi 
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dence,  that  KcmeBcs  was  not  jour  son.    I  set  to  woA  to 
obtain  this  evidence.    Yon  know  that  I  have  Bomethiug 
of  the  sleuth-Iiound  in  my  composition,  and  that  onea 
upon  a  track  I  will  follow  it  to  its  termination,  were  it 
under  tlie  pyramid  of  Noachis  itself.    I  employed  em- 
issaries.    J  bribed  even  your  own  courtiers.    I  ascer- 
tained who  were  of  your  court  when  your  husband  vis 
killed  in  Ethiopia,  thirty-five  years  ago.     Three  oU 
lords  and  ladies  still  live,  and  have  good  memories  wbei 
gold,  and  jewels,  and  promises  of  place  dazzle  theb 
humid  eyes.     From  them  I  learned,  that  about  the  time 
of  the  supposed  birth  of  Remeses,  you  sent  away,  in  om 
day,  five  of  your  ladies  and  maids  of  honor,  to  a  distant 
country :    yet  not  so  quickly  but  that  one  of  thea 
drop])ed  the  secret,  that  you  were  not  a  real  mother, 
and  that  the  infant  you  called  your  own  was  the  aon  of 
another  woman.    Tliis  secret  was  told  to  her  brotlier, 
who,  in  after  years,  was  my  master  of  horse.     When, 
on  one  occiision,  I  was  about  to  put  him  to  death  for 
cowardice  in  battle,  he  informed  me  that  he  held  a 
great  secret  'concerning  the  queen,  Prince  Remeaei, 
and  myself,'  and  that  if  I  would  pardon  and  restore 
him  to  his  rank,  he  would  divulge  it,  saying,  that  for 
fear  it  would  be  traced  to  him  by  your  majesty  if  he 
ever  spoke  of  it,  he  had  never  made  it  known  to  anj 
man. 

'^  Curiosity  and  instinct  led  me  to  pardon  him.  lie  then 
slated  what  I  have  above  written, — that  you  feigned 
mateniity,  and,  obtaining  a  male  child  from  the  Hebrew 
iiurso  of  one  of  your  ladies,  who  had  given  birth  to  il 
H  fuw  woeks  before,  you  shut  yourself  up  three  moDthk 
md  then  palmed  it  upon  the  priests  and  people,  as  tlM 
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heir  of  your  throne  and  of  the  sceptre  of  the  ITia- 
raolis.  The  mother,  the  nuree,  and  the  ladies  who 
were  parties  to  the  trauBaction,  were  then  all  bani&hed 
from  Egypt. 

"  Inetituting  a  thorough  investigation,  by  dispatching 
gallejB  to  Tyre,  Carthage,  Gades,  and  the  isles  of  the 
Bea,  at  leiigtli  I  was  rewarded  by  tJie  discovery  of  tlie 
port  to  which  your  women  were  carried.  Two  of  them 
only  were  found  alive.  Tlioee  two  are  now  in  the  city 
of  On  I  Wlien  I  was  in  Lower  Egypt  I  saw  (hem,  and 
will  name  them:  Tliebia,  of  Pythom,  and  Nilia,  of  On, 
Four  majesty  perceives  how  exact  I  am :  tlmt  I  liave 
niy  way  clear  as  I  advance.  Methinks  1  can  see  you 
tnrn  deadly  wliite,  and  that  with  a  shriek  you  let 
fall  the  papyrus  t  Take  it  up  again,  and  resume  the 
perusal.  It  is  useless  to  shrink  from  the  development 
of  tlie  truth.  You  may  sliut  your  eyes  at  noon,  and  say 
*It  is  night,'  but  you  cannot,  by  so  doing,  destroy  the 
the  light  of  the  sun.  You  may  close  your  eyes — you 
may  destroy  this  letter,  or  may  read  no  further ;  but 
the  truth  will  shine,  nevertheless,  witli  a  brightness 
which  will  drive  night  itself  before  it! 

"  These  venerable  women,  examined  apart,  told  the 
same  tale.     It  is  as  follows  : 

" '  Tliat  you  had  approached  the  river  on  the  morning 
of  the  festival  of  Isis  (you  see  I  am  particular),  to  bathe, 
as  your  cuntom  was,  in  the  marble  crescent  at  the  foot 
of  the  gardens  of  your  palace  of  Rhoda,  where  you  now 
are  residing.  You  had  descended  the  steps  into  the 
water,  and  your  women  had  taken  your  necklace,  and 
other  ornaments  from  you ;  and,  robed  in  your  bathing- 
dreas,  yon  were  about  to  step  into  the  river,  when  yoii 
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doscried  a  basket  floating  slowly  past,  cloee  to  the  piiee 
where  you  stood.  TV  bile  you  were  looking  at  it,  it 
lodged  against  a  group  of  flags,  near  the  statue  of  Neptli, 
just  above  you.  Your  maidens  were  lingering  ap<m 
the  bank,  or  walking  near  at  hand,  awaiting  yon, 
when,  seeing  Nilia  not  far  oflf,  you  called  to  her,  and 
said — 

^^  ^  Secst  thou  the  little  baris  of  basket-work,  O  Nilii! 
Draw  it  in  to  the  shore,  and  look  what  it  contains.' 

^'  Tlio  hundinuiden  obeyed  you,  aided  by  her  comptft- 
ion,  Tliebia,  and  when  you  drew  near  and  opened  the  lid| 
you  beheld  a  beautiful  child  lying  within  it  It  looked 
up  into  your  face,  and  wept  so  piteously,  that  yon  took 
it  up,  deeply  iiii])re8sed  by  its  beauty  and  helplefiBOOii 
and  tlie  extraonlinary  manner  in  which  it  had  come  to 
you.  You  placed  it  in  the  arms  of  Thebia,  and  aid 
to  her : 

"  'Tliis  child  is  sent  to  me  by  Nilus,  the  deity  of  ihii 
great  river  <^f  Egypt.  I  will  aWnpr  ii  as  my  own,  for  il 
has  no  father  but  the  river,  no  innther  but  this  little 
ark  of  flags  and  bitumen  in  which  it  has  floated  to  mj 
feet.' 

'*  You  then  gave  the  lovely  babe  many  kisses,  tenderly 
soothed  its  cries,  and  was  so  happy  with  the  prize,  tha* 
you  hastened  to  leave  the  river.  But  before  yon  did 
Ko,  the  wind  blew  aside  its  mantle,  and  you  discovered 
that  it  was  a  Hebrew  male  child,  lor  the  Egyptian!  do 
not  circumcise  their  infants.  This  discovery  was  DAde 
also  by  the  two  women,  Nilia  and  Thcbia,  and  yoattid: 

" '  It  is  one  o(  the  Hebrews'  children/ 

"  It  was  at  the  time  when  your  father^B  ©diet  for  the 
destruction  of  all  the  male  children  of  this  Syriiii  iMC 
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WBs  in  uxiBtence.  Too  deliberated  what  to  ilo  with  it, 
when  its  wailing  tones  moved  your  heart,  and  yon  said 
to  them: 

" '  It  shall  Btill  be  mine  I  X^et  iib  keep  tlio  secret  I  t 
will  raise  it  as  my  son  I  Its  parents  tliink  it  has  per- 
ished, for  they  could  not  have  hoped  to  save  it  by  coid 
mitting  it  to  this  frail  bark,  and  it  can  never  know  -ts 

"That  child,  O  qneen,  is  RemesesI  Of  this  I  havt 
certain  evidence.  The  two  women  say,  you  ordered  the 
little  ark  to  be  taken  in  charge  by  yonr  chief  of  tlie 
baths.  In  verification  of  the  account,  the  ark  still  e-'t- 
islB,  and  I  have  seen  it. 

*'  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  add  more.  I  have  writ- 
ten enough  to  show  you  the  power  I  hold  over  yon,  and 
over  this  Remeses-Moeis,  His  very  name  signifies  '  Ta 
ken  out  of  the  water,'  and  was  given  to  him  by  yourself 
as  if  the  gods  wonld  make  yon  the  means  of  your  own 
conviction, 

"  Now,  O  qnecn,  who  intendeth  to  place  a  degraded 
Hebrew  npon  the  throne  of  Egypt,  I,  Moerie,  write  thii 
epistle  warning  you,  that  nnlees  you  revoke  your  pur 
pose,  and  publicly  adopt  me  as  your  son,  and  convey  to 
mo  the  two  crowns,  I  will  proclaim  through  all  Egypt 
your  shame,  and  the  true  histoty  of  this  Remeseel  1 
could  have  excused  you  had  he  proved  to  be  the  son  ot 
one  of  your  ladies,  as  the  report  was ;  but  an  Hebrew  I 
Me  deserves  death,  and  you  to  forfeit  your  crown !  Bm 
I  will  make  these  terms  with  your  majesty : — ^if  you  wiL 
call  a  council  of  your  hierarchy  and  adopt  me  as  youi 
BOD,  that  I  may  bo  youi  heir,  and  will  abdicate  in  mj 
&ror,  I  wilt  conceal  what  I  know  from  the  Egyptians 
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and  more  still,  I  will  make  KcmcBes  goremor  orerGo 
Bhcn,  and  lord  of  all  his  people  nnder  mj  role.  Ii  not 
this  liberal  ? 

^'  If  you  refuse  mj  terms,  I  will  descend  upon  Low 
Egypt  witli  my  fleet,  declare  your  throne  vacant,  It» 
mcses  a  slave,  and  seize  the  sceptre  I  Once  in  my  power. 
four  favorite  Remeses  shall  die  an  ignominiooB  deatK 
and  you  shall  remain  a  prisoner  for  life  in  the  castle  of 
Bubastis. 

**  I  dispatch  a  special  courier — ^my  master  of  horBe— 
to/u>se  sister  was  your  lady  in  waiting  at  the  finding  ^ 
Remeses.  Unless  I  have  a  reply  in  the  aflinnative,  far 
which  my  courier  will  delay  six  hours,  yoo  shall  heir 
me  knocking  at  the  gates  of  Rhoda  with  the  head  of  my 
spear !  Mcerd, 

**  Nkpbkw  axd  sum  or  Ansro,  Qcns  or  Eom" 

Wlicn,  my  dear  mother,  I  had  finished  reading  thii 
extraordinary  letter,  I  held  it  unrolled  in  my  hands  for 
a  few  moments,  stupefied,  as  it  were,  with  amazemenL 
My  eyes  sought  the  face  of  the  queen.  It  was  rigid  ai 
iron — white  as  alabaster ;  but  her  regards  were  riveted 
upon  my  countenance. 

'*  Your  nuijesty,"  I  ?aid,  hardly  knowing  what  tottf. 
*^  what  fable  is  this  of  the  daring  and  impious  Prineeof 
Tlicbcs—  ?" 

She  interrujited  me  with — 

"  What  dost  th«»u  think,  O  Sesostris  ?  If  it  De  a  fibl«» 
ir;  it  liot,  in  such  a  man^s  hand,  as  dangerous  as  truth i 
Dan-  I  If  t  iiini  circulate  such  a  tale  throughout  Egyp*' 
Clin  1  lei  it  rL*ach  the  ears  *»f  Tlemeses?" 

^*  Why  not,  ()  queer  !"  1  a*.ked.     "  If  it  ia  falae,  il  «• 
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be  shown  to  be  bo  ;  and  mj  friead  Bemesee  is  too  great 
sad  wise  to  heed  it.  Is  it  by  so  improbable  and  ailr 
fully  framed  a  story  as  this,  you  are  made  unhappy ; 
and  for  this  you  resign  your  crown  and  hasten  to  eecorfl 
Kemeses  in  power)" 

*'  Is  it  not  enough !" 

"  No,  O  wise  and  virtuonB  lady  I"  I  answered,  with 
indignant  feelings  agaiuBt  Maeris,  and  sympathy  for  het 
womanly  fears ;  "  my  advice  to  you  ie,  to  defy  the  malice 
and  wickedness  of  the  viceroy,  inform  Reraeses  of  these 
letters — nay,  let  him  read  them — assemble  your  army, 
and  meet  him  with  open  war.  A  row  of  galleys  sunk 
across  the  Nile  will  stop  hie  fleet;  and  if  he  land,  your 
Boldiers,  with  Remeses  at  their  head,  will  drive  him  back 
to  his  city  of  a  hundred  gates,  and — " 

Again  the  queen  interrupted  me : 

"  No,  no  I  I  cannot  tell  Remeses !  He  most  nevei 
know  of  these  letters  I"  she  almost  shrieked. 

"  Has  Remeses  any  suspicion  of  the  tale  they  tell !"  1 
asked. 

"  No.  He  knows  no  other  mother.  If  he  heais  thii 
story,  he  will  investigate  it  to  the  last,  to  show  me  that 
he  would  prove  it  false  in  the  mouth  of  Mceris." 

"And  this  he  ought  to  do,  your  majesty,"  I  said, 
Srmly. 

"  Prince  Sesostris,  dost  thon  believe  he  could  prove 
it  false  1"  she  demanded,  in  a  mysterious  and  strange 
tone. 

"  Undoubtedly,"  I  answered ;  though,  niy  dear  mother, 
I  could  not  wholly  resist  the  recollection,  which  forced 
itself  upon  me  nmst  sharply  and  painfully,  of  the  resem- 
blance I  had  noticed  between  Remeses  and  the  Hebrew 
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people.  But  I  banished  the  idea  it  suggested,  regvd- 
ing  it  more  probable  for  an  Egyptian  and  Hebrew  tc 
look  alike,  than  for  Rcnieses  to  have  been  bom  a  He 
brew,  and  adopted  by  Pharaoh's  daughter.  Nerertlie- 
less,  there  was  apparent  to  myself  a  want  of  fulnese  in 
my  tones  when  I  answered  her  "  undoubtedly." 

Tlie  queen  came  close  up  to  me,  and  said  in  a  deep, 
terrible  whisper,  looking  first  wildly  around  her,  to  lee 
if  any  one  overheard  her, — 

"  lie  cannot  prove  it  false ,'" 

"  You  mean,  O  queen,"  said  I, ''  that  though  KemeM 
oannot  prove  it  false,  it  nevertheless  is  false  t" 

"  No.  It  cannot  be  proven /Jifo^,  because  it  is  TBCir 
she  answered,  as  if  her  voice  came  from  within  a  sar- 
cophagus. 

"  True  ?"  I  repeated,  with  horror. 

^^  True,  O  prince  I  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceal 
or  prevaricate.  I  promised  to  confide  in  you ;  but  1 
have  kept  back  till  the  last  the  wJu>U  truth  I  I  can  dc 
60  no  longer !"  She  caught  by  my  arm  to  sustain  ber 
tottering  form. 

^*  Is  not  Remeses,  then,  jour  son  P  I  cried. 

"No." 

"  Is  he  a  Ilebrew  I" 

"  Yes." 

"Then  this  letter  of  Mocris  is  all  truet" 

*'  All,  as  to  the  fact  that  Remeses  is  a  Hebrew!" 

Such  Wits  the  rai>id  colloquy  which  followed  ^ 
my  dear  mother,  no  mortal  can  estimate  the  amount  ot 
agony  which  overwhelmed  my  soul  at  this  intelligence. 
1  sank  upon  the  pedestal  of  a  Htatue  near  me,  and  covering 
Miy  faoc  with  my  hands,  burst  into  tears.    The  ifjOfffi 
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did  not  epcak,  bnt  snffered  my  paroxysm  of  grief  and 
mortification  to  exhaust  iteelf.  At  luugtli  I  raised  ray 
bead.  I  felt  for  her — feit,  oh  how  profoundly,  for  the 
unhappy  Remesee — ignorant  of  his  calamity,  and  eji- 
gaged,  even  then,  in  the  vigils  and  rites  which  were  to 
prepare  him  to  aaccnd  the  throne !  I  could  now  under- 
stand all  that  had  been  inexplicable  in  the  queen's  con- 
duct, nnravel  her  mysterioua  language,  see  the  motive 
of  all  her  acts.  I  no  longer  marvelled  that  she,  lovmg 
Remeses  with  all  a  mother's  love,  trembled  before  Mcb- 
ris  and  hia  secret,  and  gave  him  all  he  demanded  ea  the 
price  of  flilenee.  But  when  he  asked  for  her  throne  as  the 
bribe  for  secrecy,  it  was  more  than  her  spirit  could 
bear;  and  unable  alone,  unaided,  to  meet  hiui  in  Iiis 
demand,  she  sought  counsel  of  me  and  sympathy ;  and 
little  by  little  made  known  to  me,  as  I  have  narrated, 
llie  secret  she  would  have  sacrificed  her  life  to  conceal, 
if  she  could  thereby  have  concealed  it  forever  from 
Remeses. 

"  Poor,  noble,  unhappy  Remeses !"  I  ejaculated. 

"  He  must  Tiever  know  it !"  she  cried,  passionately. 

"  It  will  be  known  to  him,"  I  answered,  sorrowfully. 
"If  you  refuse  Prince  Micris's  demand,  he  will  wrile 
another  such  missive  as  this,  and  dispatch  it  to  Remeses. 
The  prince,  if  I  may,  from  love,  still  call  him  so,  will, 
as  you  have  said,  examine  the  matter.  Moeria  will  refer 
him  to  the  ladies  Nilia  and  Thebia.  He  will  then 
come  to  you — " 

"  To  me  ?"  she  cried,  witli  a  shudder. 

"To  you,  O  queen,  and  ask  jf  yon  if  Prince  Mceria 
and  these  women  relate  the  truth," 

"  Ho  would  not  behove — he  would  not  belieye  it—  so 
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far  as  to  conic  to  mc.    He  would  not  insnlt  me  b>  nuik* 
ing  such  a  demand  of  me  I" 

^^He  may  be  forced  to  it  CircumBtaneeB  may  (mr 
come  him,  80  that  he  will  feel  that  he  must  appeal  to 
you.  He  would  refuse  to  ascend  the  throne  of  Egypt, 
so  high  is  his  integrity,  if  there  were  a  donbt  as  to  bk 
legitimate  right  to  it." 

^'O  prince,  counsel  me  I  What  shall  I  dot"  ihe 
cried,  wringing  her  hands,  and  looking  towards  me  in 
the  most  appealing  and  helpless  manner. 

"  1  know  not  how  to  counsel  your  majesty,*'  I  replied. 
greatly  distressed,  my  heart  bleeding  both  for  her  snd 
Remcscs,  who,  I  felt,  sooner  or  later,  must  come  to  the 
truth  of  the  dreadful  rumor ;  and  also  from  my  knowl- 
edge of  the  perfect  uprightness  and  justice  of  his  char 
acter,  as  well  as  his  firmness,  that  he  would  inTCStigate 
it  until  he  cither  disproved  or  verified  it. 

At  length,  after  a  long  and  painful  interval  of  embar 
rassinent,  the  queen,  of  her  own  will,  said  to  me— 

*'S(*s<)Stri8,  I  meant  no  wrong.  I  loved  the  weeping 
babe,  in  its  desolate  state,  and  no  sooner  did  I  take  it 
n]>  than  it  smiled,  and  won  my  heart.  You  know  the 
tine  ajjpearance  of  Kcmeses  as  a  man ;  judge  yon  there- 
fore how  lovelv  he  M'as  when  an  infant  three  months oM. 
I  was  cliiMk'ss.  Mv  husband  had  been  a  few  weeb 
ili*ad,  and  this  infant  seemed  to  he  sent  to  me  in  part  to 
fill  up  thi*  yhxQo  made  vc»id  in  my  affections.  That  it 
Wiui  a  Ilubrow  child  did  nut  move  mc.  I  had  alwajl 
opposed  the  cruel  cdiirt  of  the  king,  my  father;  and  fait 
tlirir,  to  i?ave  this  child  of  the  opprc^s^ed  Hebrews,  would 
li.  some  (h*i|;rei',  atoiic  for  the  death  of  sit  manyho 
were  destroyed  in  obedience  to  his  orders.    Thnal  vaa 
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leiiced  bj  a  threefold  motive — to  save  the  infaiit,  to 
pt  a  BOO,  to  atone  for  evil." 

Good  and  lawful  motiTes,  O  queen,"  I  said,  inter- 
d  in  her  narrative,  so  toachingly  told  as  to  deeply 
ct  me. 

I  did  not  believe  I  was  doing  evil.  I  at  once,  at 
euggeation  of  one  of  my  maids,  sent  a  Hcbrtw  girl, 
»  was  gazing  upon  us  from  afar,  to  call  a  nuree  from 

Hebrew  women  for  the  child.  Blie  brought  one, 
Leiy  and  gentle  in  manner,  whom  I  took  with  mo  to 

palace ;  and,  after  instructing  her  to  keep  the  mat^ 
i  secret,  suffered  her  to  take  Ihe  child  home,  for  eiie 
d  in  a  gardcTij  not  far  above  the  palace,  upon  ihe 
id,  her  father  being  a  cultivator  of  flowere  for  the 
fits.     The  tenderness  of  this  Hebrew  woman  towards 

beautiful  babe  pleased  me,  and,  after  I  had,  in  a 
lie  manner,  acknowledged  the  child,  even  as  Moeris's 
;r  states,  I  let  it  remain  with  her  until  it  grew  to  be 
re  years  old,  when  I  commanded  her  to  bring  it  to 
palace  to  remain ;  for  although  I  had  seen  it  almost 
y,  I  now  desired  to  have  it  wholly  in  my  possession, 
m  that  time  he  has  been  brought  up  in  my  o^fn 
ice,  as  my  son,  and  educated  as  prince  of  the  empire 

heir  to  the  throne.  For  all  my  care  and  affection, 
las  repaid  mo  with  the  profoundest  devotion,  and  ten- 
ist  attachment.  At  first,  seeing  he  was  very  fond  ot 
Hebrew  nurse,  I  jealously  forbade  her  ag^  to  visit 
,  BO  that  I  might  be  iho  sole  object  of  bis  attoch- 
it.     He  soon  forgot  her,  and  from  his  fourth  jeai 

known  no  love  but  mine.  When  he  came  to  man- 
d,  I  had  him  instructed  in  the  art  of  war,  and  made 
I   general  of  the  aiiny    >l   the  pyramida.     By  the 
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greatest  philosophers  and  sages  he  was  taught  ge«tmetn. 
astrology,  architecture,  physics,  mythology,  and  ili* 
knowledge  of  all  science.  I  have  spared  no  care  to 
educate  him  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians.  Wicb 
all  his  wisdom  and  vast  knowledge,  he  is  as  docile  and 
gentle  in  disposition  as  a  child :  ever  dutifully  sabmi*' 
sive  to  my  will,  the  voice  which  has  led  anuies  by  its 
battle-cry,  melts  into  tenderness  in  my  presence.  Ah 
prince,  never  mother  loved  a  son  as  I  have  loved  hiin!** 

"I  pity  you,  O  queen,  with  all  my  heart,"  sud  I, 
wannly. 

"  Oh,  what  shall  I  do  ?     Wliat  shall  I  reply  to  McBrisf 

"  I  know  not  how  to  counsel  you  !'*  I  said,  emba^ 
rassed  by  this  appeal. 

"  I  will  tlien  act.  Ilis  courier  shall  not  go  back  iinaD- 
swered.  I  will  dc^fy  him !"  A  new  spirit  seemed  all  it 
once  to  animate  her. 

She  clappod  her  hands.     A  page  entered. 

"  Bid  tlio  Tholjjin  courier  enter.   Tlis  answer  is  readv-^ 

Tlio  master  of  Imrse  came  haughtily  in,  a  cloud  of  im 
patience  yer  upon  his  br(»w. 

'*  Go  back  t<>  thv  niastiM\  and  sav  to  him,  that  Amease 
\^  still  queen  of  I\irypt,  and  wears  both  the  crowns  «4 
hor  t*arheii5,  and  tliMt  ^,]u.  will  defend  them.  Say,  that  I 
•  l4»tV  him,  and  fi*ar  liim  not  !'' 

The  courier  looki'd  aTiiazcd,  bowed  with  a  slight  g«^ 
tun*  of  obeisance,  and  let't  the  presence. 

No  sonner  hud  the  valves  f^f  the  door  closed  npoo 
Iiim,  tliari  ?lie  said  — 

"It  icj  done  I     Hie  arrow  is  drawn  from  the  qniver. 

Mud  pet  to  the  bowfitring.     There  is  nothing  IcA  bnt  tn 

!efy  him,  and  trust  the  gods  to  aid  the  just  caue.    Re- 
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IIIC8M  will  be  crowned  king,  ere  Uceris  can  get  my  nu» 
Hge  snd  retom  a  letter  to  him.  Ttiere  are  bat  fire 
daj>  more  to  the  end  of  the  for^.  Three  days  after- 
varda  ia  the  coroDstioD.  That  is  nine  from  tonlsy.  It 
will  take  twelve  or  more  days  for  a  message  to  go  and 
eorae  from  the  camp  of  McsriB.  Three  days  I  Time 
Kioogh  to  make  or  mar  an  empire.  Seaoetrii,  this 
prince  of  Typhon,  this  haughty  Moerig,  ahall  yet  be  cod 
fonnded  1" 

Tbiu  speaking,  the  queen,  whose  whole  powen  were 
aroused  by  despair  linked  with  affection,  laid  her  hand 
in  mine,  bade  me  good-night — for  it  was  now  moonlight, 
w  long  had  we  discoursed — and  be^ed  me  come  in  the 
the  morning  and  breakfast  with  her. 

Here,  in  the  gniet  of  my  chamber,  dear  mother,  1 
have  made  a  record  of  this  extraordinary  interview. 
The  letter  1  shall  preserve  nnless  it  be  necooaaty  to  de> 
itror  it ;  but  1  shall  not  send  it  to  yon  nntil  the  seal  of 
secrecy  is  removed. 

Wliat  can  I  aay  t  How  can  I  realize  that  Itoneeea 
«  a  Ilebrew  f  How  little  he  enspects  the  tmtb  I  Will 
he  bear  it  I  If  he  does ;  but  it  is  useless  to  specu- 
late apon  the  consequences.  I  pray  that  lie  may  be  well 
rmwned  before  Mceris  can  do  him  any  miscliief ;  for,  son 
of  Misr,  or  son  of  Abram,  he  is  worthy  o(  the  throne  of 
Egypt,  and  will  wield  its  sceptre  with  wisdom  and  just- 
ice, beyond  tiiat  of  any  of  the  proud  Pharaohs.  Hie 
attachment  of  the  qnccn  is  natural.  I  deeply  feel  for 
her.  The  conduct  of  Mwris  is  also  natural.  What  will 
tm  his  course  t  Farewell,  dear  mother. 
Tour  affectionate  son, 

Bn 
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LETTEB    XXIV. 


PAuun  OF  Bnam,  Ort  or<^ 


Mt  DEABE8T  MoTHEB  : 


I  cx>MMENCE  this  letter,  as  I  did  one  written  and 
addressed  to  jou  two  days  ago,  with  the  probabilitji  that 
circumstances  may  yet  render  the  seal  of  Becrecy,  now 
placed  upon  it,  unnecessary ;  at  least  I  shall  detain  bodi 
this  one  and  that,  for  a  time,  if  not  finally  destroy  them. 
But  I  have  a  feeling  that  you  will  yet  read  what  I  write. 

If  the  incidents  and  scenes  recorded,  in  the  preceding 
letter,  were  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  you  must  be  pre- 
pared to  read  in  this,  of  events  still  more  strange,  and 
painfully  interesting.  It  is  with  an  effort  that  I  calm 
my  pult^o,  and  subdue  my  emotions  suflSciently,  to  nar- 
rate equably  what  I  desire  to  make  known  to  you. 

The  morning  after  my  interview  with  the  qneen,  1 
arose  early  from  a  8lei.'])lcss  couch;  for  the  events  of  the 
preceding  evening,  recalled  by  an  excited  mind,  kept 
iiie  awake  witli  reflections  of  the  most  anxious  and  dia- 
trensing  nature.  I  mourned  ft»r  Remeses,  my  noble, 
wibc,  and  great  frien<l  and  counsellor, — a  prince  by  na* 
ture,  and  by  the  t-eal  of  all  the  gods,  if  not  by  inherit- 
ance fn»ni  the  Pharaohs.  Not  regarding  the  Hebrew 
raer  with  the  disdainful  eve  of  those  who  have  been 
MiMbters  over  them,  like  the  £g}'ptiana  but  lookiiig  npoi 
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tbem  only  as  an  nufortunate  nation,  descendants  of  tlie 
three  patriarclial  princes  of  Paleetine,  I,  dear  mother, 
felt  no  contempt  for  ReineseB  on  account  of  his  lineage 
Knd  blood.  To  me,  he  was  still  as  dear  and  as  much 
honored.  It  was  not  tlie  "  priuce"  1  loved  from  the  first, 
bat  the  ^*man^^  and  he  remains.  I  tossed  my  head 
on  my  pillow,  grieving  for  him  ;  as  I  knew,  should  the 
tidings  ever  come  to  his  ears,  and  bo  confirmed  as  a  troth, 
tliat  it  would  break  his  great  heart — crush  his  mighty 
■oul  to  tlie  earth ;  for,  educated  as  an  Egyptian  pruice, 
he  entertains  towards  the  Hebrews,  the  haughty  con- 
tempt (so  far  as  this  sentiment  can  repose  in  such  a 
benevolent  bosom),  which  characterizes  the  Egyptian 
nation.  How  will  he  be  humbled,  overwhelmed,  con- 
founded, dismayed  I 

Such  were  my  wakeful  reflections,  when  at  length  the 
morning  dawned  ;  and  I  arose,  bathed,  and  prepared  to 
obey  the  command  of  the  queen  to  breakfast  with  her. 
Believing  that  she  must  have  passed  a  sorrowful  night, 
and  would  not  awake  early,  I  sat  down  to  read  in  a  roll 
of  papynts  which  lay  upon  iny  table,  among  other  booke 
that  belonged  to  Bemeses ;  for  I  was  occupying  his  own 
suite  of  rooms  daring  his  absence,  amid  the  sacred  mys- 
teries of  his  kingly  initiation.  It  proved  to  be  written 
in  the  Theban  running  character,  which  I  am  not  fa- 
miliar with,  and  laying  it  down,  I  took  up  a  leaf  of  new 
papyrus,  on  which  I  recognized  the  bold  and  elegant 
script  of  Kemcses.  As  lie  had  given  me  free  access  to 
all  upon  the  table,  I  examined  the  subject,  and  finding 
that  it  was  a  sacred  poem,  I  read  therein  a  few  sentences, 
when  I  perceived  that  it  was  the  history  of  a  remark- 
able era  in  the  life  of  the  venerable  Lord  of  U«,  to  whom 


y' 
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[  have  alluded.  TIiIb  aged  and  interesting  Syrian  \m 
already  taken  his  departure,  but  previously  made 
known  to  Kemeses,  as  lie  told  me,  all  the  events  ood- 
nected  with  an  extraordinary  period  of  his  middle  life. 

I  read,  therefore,  with  interest  what  Remeses  kid 
commenced :  for  it  was  only  a  beginning.  After  givioi 
the  name  of  the  Lord  of  TTz,  and  that  of  the  land  in 
which  he  dwelt,  he  spoke  of  his  uprightness,  his  holineoi 
his  riches,  and  his  pious  care  over  his  children — ^wbo 
were  seven  sons  and  three  daughters ;  and  also  of  their 
happiness,  festivities,  and  prosperity ;  and  how,  by  the 
pemiission  of  the  One  Grod,  Tgrphon,  or  the  Spirit  of 
Evil,  tempted  him. 

Thus  far  had  my  friend  got  in  the  history,  and  I  wtt 
about  to  replace  the  scroll,  when  the  door  opened, 
and  lol  Prince  Remeses  himself  stood  before  me!  I 
started  with  an  exclamation  of  joyful  astonishment;  but 
seeing  his  visage  haggard  and  pallid  with  woe,  I  wtt 
alanned.  I  approached  him  to  embrace  him,  tt  be 
stood  just  within  the  door,  regarding  me  with  loob  ot 
doubt  and  solicit n<le. 

"  Wilt  thou,  O  Prince  of  Tyre,  embrace  a  HebrewT 
he  surprised  me  by  asking,  in  a  voice  deep  and  tremnlonib 

"  Then  thou  knowest  it  all,"  I  cried,  "  O  my  friend P 
as  I  throw  myself  into  his  embrace. 

For  a  few  minutes  we  wept  in  each  other's  arma.  At 
'ongtli  lie  tipoke  and  said — 

"  Y  i's,  Ses«  ►St  ris,  1  have  heard  it  all !    Thou  knovest  the 

secret  also,  <ays  my  moth nay — I  forgot  —I  Bhoold 

have  s:ii«l — the  (jueen !''  Here  his  emotion  overcmna 
him.  Hr  IraiKMl  his  noble  head  upon  my  shoulder  and 
coTitiinied:  ''Yet  she  is  mv  mother,  prince  1    She  hn 
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ever  beeu  a  mother  to  me  I  I  have  known  no  other  1  I 
shall  love  her,  while  my  life  lasts,  atiove  all  earthly  things 
Pardon  my  grief,  Sesoetria !  Nature  is  mighty  in  uorrow, 
and  will  have  her  way  I  The  heart,  like  oar  Nile,  wili 
Bomctimea  overflow,  if  full." 

h\  a  few  momoiits  he  was  composed,  and  said  sadly— 

"  Knowing  my  history,  can  you  regard  me  as  before  V 

"  I  love  thee  as  evfir,  O  prince — " 

Ho  iuterrupted  rae — "  Call  me  not  *  prince,'  call  me  by 
my  name — that,  at  least,  is  left  me  1   But  I  am  a  slave  T 

"No — not  to  me  I  You  are  a  descendant  of  kings  1 
Are  not  Prince  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  the  great  Prince 
Jacob  ^■oiir  ancL'Stors  ?  I  am  not  an  Egyptian  any  more 
than  thyself,"  I  answered  him. 

"  True,  true  I  I  mast  not  forget  that  I  I  thank  thee, 
O  prince,  for  reminding  me  of  this.  A  alaye  in  Egypt 
may  be  a  freeman  in  Tyre  I" 

*•  That  is  true  also,"  I  said.  "  May  I  ask,  O  Eemeses, 
why  30U  have  Icrt  the  temples  and  are  here ;  and  how 
you  heard  tliis  intelligence,  which  you  bear  up  under 
like  a  god !" 

"  I  am  calm  now ;  but,  SeeoetriB,  I  have  passed  througfa 
a  sirocco  of  the  soul !  Yoa  shall  hear  all.  Come  and 
sit  here." 

I  placed  myself  by  the  table  opposite  to  him.  He 
then  began  aa  follows : 

"  I  need  not  describe  to  you,  O  my  friend,  the  nature 
of  the  rites  and  ceremonies,  nor  the  character  of  the 
myeteries  wliicb  I  have  bern  in  contact  with,  for  live 
and  thirty  days  ;  let  it  be  enough  for  your  curiosity  to 
know,  that  licnuaih  all  the  splendor  of  our  polytheism  lE 
hidden  the  mystery,  known  to  the  '  sous  of  the  Lord  ol 
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heaven,'  of  One  God.  Tliis  truth  is  g:aarded  bj  di 
mystics,  as  a  my&tery,  not  as  a  doctrine ;  and  is  of  m 
value  to  them  nor  to  tlie  world :  it  is  as  if  the  «a 
were  forever  shrouded  in  impenetrable  clouds.  I  hsTf 
learned  it  only  darkly ;  but  this  is  not  to  my  purpose  uov, 
my  friend :  perhaps  at  another  time  we  will  discuonc 
of  these  things.  I  had  passed  my  decreed  days  trd 
nights,  at  all  the  shrines  which  the  laws  for  kings  dincf. 
when,  last  night,  I  was  borne  across  the  Nile  by  i 
company  o{  the  mystics,  who  left  roe  at  the  entrance  d 
the  avenue  leading  to  the  sphinx  that  is  before  Gieopi 
and  Chephres.  There  twelve  other  ecclesiastical  mysdci 
took  nie  in  charge.  We  marched  together,  six  on  etch 
side  of  me,  in  profound  silence ;  till,  on  passing  the  lioD 
facing  the  sphinx,  their  leader  cried — 

*' '  Let  the  king  be  as  a  lion  in  strength  and  majestj  f 

"  The  rest  answered  with  one  voice — 

'^ '  And  may  his  enemies  be  as  Iambs  beneath  ha 
paws !' 

"  At  the  small  temple,  between  the  feet  of  the  qihini, 
three  priests  stood,  one  of  whom  sprinkled  my  held 
with  sacred  water;  the  second,  with  bis  little  finget 
that  ha<l  heen  dij»ped  in  the  blood  of  a  cock  wliichbe 
Iiii'l  ^:l'Tili(•e^^,  tnuched  my  forehead;  and  the  thiri 
wavi'd  incense  betore  me; — while  from  within  can* 
a  low,  plaintive  chant  of  voices  and  instmments.  in 
vokin;r  rlie  g'Ml^  in  a  hymn  on  my  bchalil  The  whok 
*:ceii('  was  Solemn  and  inij^ressive. 

"  I  w;is  then  conducted  to  the  pylon  of  the  gwtl 
temple  lii'tnre  the  ]»yramids.  As  I  passed  beneath  thi 
ira*«-,  rln»  Twi»lve  prir!?ts  loft  me;  and  twenty*foar  otheni 
;ir(-ri-d  in  white  mhos  and  bearing  torches*  took  me  b 
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,nd  conducted  tdo  at  a  alow  mar^h  MRMi  tha 
adranglc,  leading  me  to  a  dark  portal  which 
d,  as  I  was  told,  to  the  base  of  tlie  pjr- 
•wn  to  the  '  hall  of  all  the  mjrBteriea  of  the 

t  this  the  templo  of  the  magicians  f  I  askod, 
(o  see,  that  Rcmcacs  could  for  a  moment  bo  far 
\  groat  sorrow,  as  to  enter  into  thcM  detailt,  for 
S  cation. 

the  {iluco  where  the  sorcerers  and  aoothaajen 
r  mvEtic  and  fearful  rites.  For  ages,  this  tob- 
I  tcnijilo,  nnder  the  earth  between  the  two 
t,  but  ni)  part  of  the  pyramidal  slrnctare  itaeU^ 
I  their  place  of  solemn  assomblj.  Into  thk- 
(Icscoiidud.  led  bj  only  two  men,  who  receiTed 
■  hc:id  lit'  the  Stairs  of  stone. 
1  may  iidt  describe,  more  ])articuUr1j,  the  pr> 
niT  niysturiouB  journey  through  subterranean 
wiiich  1  had  no  conception  existed  beneath  the 
ween  the  two  pyramids;  altliough  tradition  hat 
le  whnle  territmy  underneath  both  is  a  labyrin- 
aoiinli,  which  aeecrtiun  I  have  now  no  reason 
.  After  traversing  vast  gloomy  corridon  of 
L'W»  fniin  the  solid  rock,  and  a  succeMion  of 
I  dedicatefl  to  mysterice,  I  was  ashered,  by  tha 
iiwfid  music,  from  an  unseen  sonrce,  into  a  great 
i;iii)>K'.  eo  large  tliat  the  torches  borne  by  mj 
•ui<t  not  penetrate  its  outer  blackness.  In  the 
tlii-i  si'k'inn  hall  stood  an  altar  of  black  marblei 
i>ac!ied  it.  wlicn  suddenly  fnim  it  soared  aloft  a 
.me  which  iltumino<l  the  temple,  to  itaremoteit 
«,  with  a  tight  like  the  moon  when  it  iafoll. 
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revealing  in  the  height  above,  a  firmament  with  its  thoit 
sand  stars  reflecting  the  light.  I  had  already,  mj  SeM» 
tris,  passed  throngh  such  varied  and  Burprising  soene^ 
in  the  progress  of  my  initiation,  tliat  I  was  not  Borpriaed 
at  this,  for  the  arts  of  the  priestly  magicians  seem  to  em- 
brace a  knowledge  of  all  the  secret  alchemy  of  nature: 
and  they  possess  wisdom  and  skill  to  control  her  won 
derfal  powers.  While  tliis  brilliant  flame  burned  froo 
a  brazen  vase  which  stood  upon  the  altar,  a  procesBioB 
of  figures  entered  by  a  distant  door,  and  slowly  made 
the  circuit  of  the  massive  corridor.  I  perceived  at  once 
that  they  were  attired  spnbolically,  representing  the 
powers  of  nature,  and  were  preceded  by  five  stately  and 
imposing  forms  standing  for  fire,  water,  earth,  air,  tod 
Uie  Kile ;  symbols  of  which  were  worn  upon  their  heidi, 
and  carried  in  their  hands.  Behind  these  came  leves 
persons,  each  crowned  with  a  star,  the  whole  repreeent- 
ing  the  seven  stars.  Tlien  advanced  Orion,  belted  and 
anned ;  Arcturus,  Aldebaran,  Procyon,  Rigel,  and  An- 
tares,  each  with  a  blazing  coronet  above  his  brow,  and 
carrying  the  symbols  and  wearing  the  dress  of  the  god. 
Tliese,  with  an  interval  of  space  between,  were  followed 
by  tlie  twelve  constellations  of  the  zodiac ;  each  xoiHk 
^onsistin*;  of  twelve  bands  of  men,  subdivided  into 
rwcnty-tour  smaller  com]>anics,  and  so  moving,  eacbin 
ft  ]»lac'e  iis>iirneJ  liim,  :is  to  show  the  position  of  every 
star  of  the  ('()n^teIlation,  which  he  was  appointed  totti 
in  illustrating.  Each  individual  carried  above  hia  bead 
a  starry  light,  inclosed  in  a  crystal  cup. 

^^Tliis  im])(>f^ing  and  magnificent  representation  and 
illuHtration  of  the  march  of  Time  through  the  heavenii 
uitli  all  the  movement^  of  the  heavenly  orba«  presented 
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a  tpecUcle  of  epleiidor  un8ur])aeecd  b;  any  human  dia- 
pUy.  Sittemu  as  Uie  march  of  the  starB  UioiuBelves,  tliig 
procession  of  conBtellatione  moved  once  around  the 
grand  circuit  of  the  temple,  aud  then  the  five  leaden 
advanced  towards  tho  altar,  by  which  I  stood  aloue,  d»- 
■erted  by  those  who  had  led  mc  thitlier.  Every  one  of 
these  symbolic  pensons  in  successiou  bent  the  knee  be- 
fore me,  in  token  that  tlie  powers  of  the  earth,  air,  fire, 
•nd  water,  with  the  grout  Nile  itself,  were  eubmiBsive 
to  my  will.  Ah,  Sceoetris, "  interspoko  Bemescs  here, 
**  how  little  did  they  Riispcct,  when  paying  me  this  cna- 
tomary  homage,  that  I  was  a  mere  Hebrew  slave,  who 
could  make  use  of  the  air,  of  fire,  of  water,  of  the  earth, 
or  of  tlie  Nile,  only  by  the  permieeion  of  my  Egyptian 
maaten! 

"  Other  striking  ceromoniea  passed  thereafter,  and  by 
■nd  by  I  was  left  alone  beside  the  altar,  the  flame  of 
which  it  was  my  duty  to  feed  with  naphtha  until  mom- 
iog,  tliis  being  the  tir^t  vigil  of  the  last  five  nights.  I 
was  not,  hoA-ever,  long  left  alone.  Seven  magicians,  in 
their  gorgeous  apparel,  came  from  a  door  that  seemed 
to  be  an  outlet  from  beneath  the  second  pyramid,  and 
appr^  lached  ine,  chanting  a  war-song.  Each  bore  a  piece 
i-f  royal  armor, — one  a  helmet,  one  a  cuirass,  one  a  spear, 
mother  a  shield.  As  they  passed  me  they  presented, 
and  I  received  frtim  each,  a  piece  of  the  armor,  and  in- 
veatcd  myself  thcrowith.  I  was  told  by  the  leader  to 
be  strong  and  fight  valiantly,  for  I  should  bo  assailed 
by  p'wers  nf  evil.  Tliey  then  left  me,  and  again  1 
was  aloiit.',  yot  on  mv  i;uanl.  Feeding  the  flame  till 
'jt  bunicd  high,  I  sought  to  penetrate  the  gloo.n,  at  least 
■zpectitig  to  behold  a  lion  let  into  the  temple  for  m« 
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to  combat  with,  that  I  might  prove  ray  right  to  tin 
sword  of  the  Pharaohs  which  I  held  in  mj  gnup. 

^'  I  kiidw  not,  Sesostris,  who  or  what  would  have  beeo 
my  assaihuit,  if  due  tiuie  liad  elapsed  for  his  coming; 
but  I  suddenly  heard  a  step  behind  me,  and  behold,  is- 
stead  of  a  tierce  beast  or  a  warrior,  a  single  magician, 
tall  and  commanding,  who  bore  in  one  hand  merely  the 
sacred  cncx  or  emblem  of  life,  and  in  the  other  his  black 
wand  tipped  with  an  emerald.  I  challenged  him,  ai  I 
was  directed  to  do  by  my  instructors,  and  demanded 
whether  he  came  for  good  or  evil,  with  war  or  peace  in 
his  heart. 

"  He  made  no  other  reply  than — 

" '  Follow  mo  I' 

'^  I  obeyed.  Ah,  how  little  did  I  suspect,  O  Seaoetrii. 
that  I  was  about  to  encounter  what  was  more  fearfnl 
than  a  roaring  lion, — more  terrible  than  an  aimed  hoitl 
But  vou  shall  hear. 

'^  I  crossed  the  echoing  temple-floor  to  a  small  p<vtal. 
which  at  tirst  did  not  reveal  its  presence,  being  a  dab 
in  the  wall,  but  which,  at  a  slight  pressure  of  tlw 
niagiciairs  wand,  betrayed  an  opening  through  which 
we  passed, — I,  with  my  sword  held  in  my  hand  to  de 
fend  or  attack.  Tlie  stone  door  closed  behind  me,  and 
I  wab  conducted  through  a  beautiful  chamber,  adorned 
\\ith  marbles,  and  sparkling  with  prccioos  stones,  thil 
•^oemed  to  shine  by  a  liirlit  of  their  own,  as  I  could  di^ 
c»over  no  source  of  reflection;  though  donbtleas,  bo^ 
t'vi»r,  that  was,  in  some  part,  concealed  by  the  art  e' 
tlu»so  in^'enious  an<l  wise  magicians. 

'*TIuiv  was  an  inner  chamber,  or  adytnm,  entirely 
enea-sed  with  panels  of  black  marble,  polished  like  i 
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mirror.  I  was  conducted  luto  this  room,  and  command- 
ed, by  a  voice  unknown,  atid  from  an  invisible  pereoa, 
to  Beat  mjBelf  upon  a  stone  cLair  in  iJie  centre  of  the 
floor.  I  obeyed ;  for  princes,  during  tlieir  iuitiation,  are 
taught  constanlly,  that  'he  who  would  know  how  tc 
command  muBt  learn  how  to  obey ;'  and  thus,  in  these 
rites,  submission  and  obedience  are  inculcaled,  as  necea- 
sary  elements  in  the  character  of  one  who  wiahes  to 
exact  them  from  others.  Indeed,  Scaostris,  ihe  whole 
routine  of  the  ceremonies,  though  sometimes  vain  and 
frivolous,  eometiines  extravagant,  is  calcidated  to  impress 
upon  the  heart  of  a  prince  the  wisest  lessons  in  self- 
government,  and  the  profoundest  knowledge  of  himself 
Every  temptation  is  offered  Iiim,  that  he  may  resist  it 
Every  condition  of  life,  from  hunger  and  thirst  upward, 
he  paeees  through  in  his  progress.  Three  nights  and 
days  I  fasted  in  the  temple  of  Pthah,  that  I  might  pity 
the  hungry :  two  days  I  suffered  thirst,  that  I  might  feel 
for  the  thirsty  :  six  Lours  I  toiled  with  burdens,  that  I 
might  know  bow  my  poorer  subjects  toiled :  one  hoar  I 
was  a  servant,  another  a  prisoner,  a  third  cnp-bearer  to 
the  high-priest  Every  rite  IB  a  link  in  the  practical 
edncation  of  a  prince ;  and  he  who  comes  to  the  throne, 
has  reached  it  through  every  grade  of  Bociety,  and 
through  every  condition  of  humanity}  and  thus  the 
king  centres  and  unites  within  his  own  person,  from 
having  been  engaged  in  each,  the  pureaits  of  all  his 
peojile,  and  knows  by  experience  their  joys  and  sorrowa, 
toils  and  pleasures ;  and  can  say  to  every  clan  of 
EgyptianE, 'there  is  nothing  which  appertains  to  yon  that 
is  foreign  tu  me.  The  people  of  Egypt  are  repreunted 
in  their  king.'  , 
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^'  Wlicn  I  Iiad  taken  my  ecat  in  this  chamber  of  black 
marble,  which  was  dimly  lighted  by  a  misty  radianoi 
before  me,  I  saw  that  I  was  alone.  Now,  O  Sesostria, 
came  my  trial ! — each  an  one  as  no  prince  of  the  honce 
i>f  Pharaoh  had  ever  passed  throngb.  It  is  said  that 
Osirtasen,  when  he  was  bronght  to  this  chamber,  had  it 
revealed  to  li.'m  tliat  he  was  the  sou  of  the  god  nercoles; 
but  to  me  wiis  revealed,  alas !  thon  knowest  what,  aoo 
shalt  hear  how ! 

^' '  Ilemeses-M(»ses/  said  a  deep  and  stem  voice  from 
what,  in  the  obscurity,  seemed  to  me  a  shrine,  ^thon  art 
wise,  and  virtuous,  and  strong  of  heart !  Gird  thysell 
with  courage,  and  hear  what  is  to  be  revealed  to  thee! 
Know  that  thou  art  not  the  son  of  Amense,  queen  of 
Egypt,  as  thou  believcst.     She  was  never  a  mother !' 

^' '  It  is  false,  thou  wicked  magician  I'  I  cried,  startinff 
to  my  feet.  '  Art  thou,  then,  the  foe  I  am  to  meet  and 
destroy  ?' 

"  *  Silence,  young  man  1'  cried  another  voice,  with  a 
tone  of  power.  *  What  the  mysterious  oracle  utten  » 
true.  Thou  art  not  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daughter! 
Tliou  hast  no  title  to  the  throne  of  Egypt  I' 

*^ '  Who  am  I,  then  V  I  cried,  impressed  and  awed,  jet 
tnll  of  anger  at  the  words. 

"  'Thou  art  the  son  of  a  Hebrew  mother  and  a  Hebrev 
fiitluT !'  said  the  voice. 

"  I  advanced  sword  in  hand  to  meet  these  inviaible 
porsonp,  believing  that  the  insult  was  but  another  ot  the 
serios  nf  tests,  and  this  one  in  particular,  of  my  patience 
an<l  toinper;  for,  O  Sosostris,"  added  Romesee  to  me, 
bitterly,  ''  what  greater  insult  could  have  been  put  npoo 
a  prince  of  Egypt  than  this!    Wlien  I  came  forward|l 
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•aw  the  wall,  as  it  were,  open  before  me ;  and  I  beheld 
the  Nile  in  bright  Biinshine ;  the  Island  of  Rhoda,  with 
ita  palaccti  and  gardens ;  the  distant  towers  and  obelisks 
of  On,  and  all  the  scenery  adjacent,  but  seemingly  so 
near,  that  I  could  lay  my  hand  upon  it  alL 

^  At  this  surprising  spectacle  manifesting  itself  m 
the  dark  chambers  of  the  pyramids,  I  stood  amazed 
and  arrested  1  I  felt  that  it  was  supernatural,  or  pro- 
duced by  magic.  As  I  gazed,  perplexed,  a  third  voice 
odd — 

^  '  Behold !  Thou  seest  that  the  obelisk  of  Amense  is 
wanting ;  that  the  palace  of  the  governor  of  the  Nile 
has  only  its  foundations  laid.  The  scene  is,  as  Egypt  was 
thirty -live  years  ago.' 

^  I  looked  again,  and  recognized  the  truth.  I  saw  it 
was  not  the  Nile  of  to-day.  I  saw,  also,  that  its  stream 
was  at  a  height,  ditferent  from  its  present  mark  upon  the 
nilometer.  I  was  amazed,  and  awaited  with  intense  ex« 
pectation.  Suddenly  I  saw  a  party  of  spearmen  enter 
a  hut^  which  I  perceived  was  one  of  a  group  tliat  was 
occupied  by  Hebrew  workmen,  who  were  engaged  upon 
the  governor's  palace.  Presently  they  came  forth,  two 
of  them,  each  bearing  an  infant  alotl;  upon  a  spear, 
which  was  thrust  through  it,  and  followed  by  slirieking 
women.  I  could  hear  and  see  all  as  if  I  were  on  the  spot 
I  impulsively  advanced  to  slay  the  men,  for  all  seemed 
so  real,  but  as  I  did  6<^,  saw  at  my  feet  a  yawning  gulf. 
Then  the  men  cast  the  infants  into  the  Nile.  I  saw  three 
others  go  into  another  hut,  whence  they  were  driven 
forth  by  two  dc*S{K»nite  Hebrews,  who,  armed  with 
atraw-cutter^,  slew  two  of  tliem  ;  but  the  other  fled,  and 
returning  with  his  comrades,  they  set  fire  to  the  hut  of 
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riiBheB,  and  consamcd  the  inmates  within  it.     I  now  per- 
ceived that  it  seemed  drawing  towards  the  close  of  dij 
From  a  hut^  near  the  water,  a  man  and  a  young  giri, 
both  Hebrews,  stole  forth,  and  collecting  bulmsheB  b 
their  arms,  returned  to  the  hut.    It  was  now  night   1 
had  seen  the  shades  of  evening  fall  over  the  sceneij, 
and  the  stars  come  out.     Yet,  hj  a  power  incompre- 
hensible to  me,  I  could  look  into  the  closed  and  barred 
hut,  and  see  tliat,  by  the  light  of  a  rush  dipped  in  bitu- 
men, three  of  its  inmates  were  making,  in  secret  haatSi  i 
large  basket    I  saw  them  finish  it,  and  then  beheld  the 
man  smear  it  within   and  without  with  pitch.    Fron 
their  conversation,  I  learned  that  they  wished  it  to  reiiit 
water,  and  that  they  were  to  commit  some  precioDi 
freight  to  its  frail  protection  ;  what,  I  could  not  learn; 
as,  when  they  spoke  of  it,  their  colloquy  was  in  low, 
hushed  tones,  and  with  looks  of  fear,  especially  the  tvo 
females,  who  wept  very  much.    One  of  them,  I  leuned 
by  tlicir  words,  was  the   daughter  of  the  man  by  a 
former  wife.    There  was  anotlier  child,  a  boy  apparently 
of  the  age  of  tliree  years,  lying  in  sweet  sleep  upon  abed 
of  rushes,  made  up  in  a  corner  of  the  hut.     When  the 
little  ark  was  done,  I  watched  ^vith  tlie  deepest  intereel 
their  further  proceedings.     At  length  tlic  three  went  out 
together,  and  to  my  euq)ri6e  I  saw,  by  the  setting  moon, 
tliut  it  was  near  dawn.    Tlicy  bent  their  steps,  swiftly 
and  silently,  towards  the  ancient  temple  of  Isis,  which 
wa8  then,  as  now,  in  ruins,  and  deserted  by  every  Egyp- 
tian, for  the  sacrilege  done  therein  under  the  reign  of 
Bnoii,  the  riiccnician  Pharaoh.     I  could  see  tliem  steal 
along  the  tan<;led  avenue  beneath  the  palm-trceii  and 
through  tliat  of  the  broken  sphinxes,  until  they 
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lo  tlio  pjrramidion  of  the  obelisk  of  Sesc'Strie  L  Here 
a  deep,  ancient  excavatioa,  covered  witli  vines  and 
roeliee,  showed  a  Sight  of  broken  steps.  After  care- 
fiillj  looking  all  about,  to  see  if  they  were  observed, 
thejr  descended.  In  a  few  minutes  the  three  came 
forth,  the  elderly  woman  holding  in  her  arms  an  infant, 
upon  the  beantiful  face  of  which  the  waning  moon 
shone  for  a  moment,  but  instantly  she  hid  it  with  her 
mantle,  and  hurried  to  the  river-side.  Here  the  man 
put  the  basket  upon  the  shore,  and  extended  his  arms 
for  the  cliild.  The  poor  mother,  as  I  now  perceived  she 
mnet  be,  burst  into  tears,  and  clasped  it  closer  and 
closer  to  her  heart. 

"  ^  Nay,  Jochebeda,*  he  said,  with  gentle  firmneaa, 
'thy  cries  will  attract  notice.  The  child  cannot  live  if 
we  delay.  Hast  thou  not  had  warning  from  the  kind 
Egyptian  woman,  who  was  with  thee  when  it  was  bom, 
and  who  aided  thee  in  concealing  it,  that  its  hiding- 
place  is  known,  and  that  in  the  morning  soldiers  will  be 
Aere  f  Bear  np,  heart  1  If  we  commit  it  to  the  Nile, 
the  God  of  onr  fathers,  in  whom  we  trust,  and  who  will 
yet  retnm,  to  redeem  us,  according  to  His  promise  to 
onr  father  Abraham,  may  gnide  the  frail  baria  to  some 
secire  haven,  and  provide  for  the  child  a  pitiful  heart 
to  save  it* 

"  I  saw  the  mother  give  it  its  last  nonrishment  at  her 
breast,  and  then,  with  tears,  lay  it  softly,  sweetly  sleep- 
ing the  while,  within  the  basket  cf  bulrushes, — pillow- 
ing its  head  first  upon  her  band,  until  the  daughter  had 
pliiced  beneath  it  a  pillow  of  wild-flowera  and  lotus- 
leaves,  gathered  on  the  spot  in  the  dawning  light.  The 
fdlher  then  covered  it  carefully  over,  and  kissing  it,  witb 
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grief  sliaklng  liis  strong  frame,  was  about  to  commit  thi 
frail  boat  to  the  water,  wlien  the  poor  mother  arretted 
his  anil,  implored  one  more  look,  one  more  embrace  of 
her  child!  She  was  a  young  and  beautiful  woman, 
and,  the  last  kiss  given,  kneeled  by  the  shore  praying  to 
her  God,  as  the  father  launched  the  ark  into  the  stream. 
At  this  moment,  I  beheld,  straying  upon  the  bank,  as  if 
seeking  its  parents,  the  other  child  that  I  had  seen  in  the 
house.  I  now  saw  the  current  take  to  its  embrace  the 
little  ark,  and  upon  its  bosom  bear  it  downward.  In  i 
few  moments  it  lodged  amid  some  rushes,  which  the 
mother  seeing,  she  ran  hiistily,  entered  the  water,  pas* 
sionately  kissed  her  child,  and  would  hare  offered  it 
tlie  breast  again,  but  the  more  resolute  father  sent  it 
once  more  upon  its  way.  In  the  vision,  I  now  saw  thit 
day  had  dawned,  and  that  the  stir  of  life  on  land  and 
water  was  everywhere  visible.  The  father  watched  the 
bark,  until  it  could  be  no  longer  seen  for  the  curve  of 
:he  bhore,  and  llu»n  drew  near  to  his  wife,  and  gentlt 
1(m1  her  away  t<>  the  hut, — her  lingering  looks  ceaseletflT 
fctretched  t(nvar<U  ihe  Kile.  Tlie  little  maid,  who  wn 
not  more  than  twelve  '»r  thirteen  years  of  age,  having 
hoen  previnu^ly  iiK^tnicted  by  her  mother,  followed 
aloii;;  tlic  s]i<»n*  to  see  what  would  become  of  the  ark. 
But  I  wearv  y<>u,  Sosostris,  with  details,  which  to  me 
had  a  sort  of  fascination,  as  they  were  enacted  before 
me  in  the  scenes  I  beheld." 

"  And  they  are  deej)ly  interesting  to  me,  my  dctr 
Remesos/'  I  Kii<l  witli  emotion. 

*'  I  f'tlluwetl  ilie  bark  al-o,'*  continued  Remeses,  "  until, 
after  several  eseai)es  from  imminent  peril,  it  lodged 
apaiiist  a  gnmp  of  tla^>,  at  thf  moment  that  a  beautiful 
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lady,  accompanied  by  her  maide,  came  to  batbo,  at  the 
foot  of  tlie  garden  of  Pharaoh's  palace.  At  a  glance, 
Sesofitrie,  I  recoguized,  as  she  waa  in  her  youth,  my 
mother — I  mean  to  say,  ihe  Queen  Anienae.  I  saw  hot 
attention  drawn  to  the  httio  ark,  in  the  fate  of  which  1 
had  become  intensely  interested,  little  dreaming  how 
niDch  and  intimately  it  concerned  ttu:/  I  heard  hei 
bid  the  maids  take  the  bafiket  ont  of  the  river,  and 
her  cry  of  surprise,  on  opening  it  and  seeing  tlie  babe, 
which  answered  her  witli  a  sorrowful  wail,  as  it  were, 
of  appeal.  I  saw  her  offer  it  to  the  bosoms  of  three 
Egyptian  nurses  in  vain,  when  the  little  maid,  ite  half- 
siftprj  drew  near  with  mingled  curiosity  and  fear  and 
said — 

■' '  O  princess,  shall  I  call  one  of  the  Hebrew  women, 
that  she  may  nurse  the  child  for  thee)' 

"  The  princess  said,  '  Go  !' 

"  Immediately  tlie  maiden  ran  with  the  Bwiftnees  of  a 
gazelle,  until  she  came  at  length  to  her  mother'a  boose. 
The  poor  Ilebrew  woman  was  at  her  task,  combing  flax 
and  weeping  as  she  toiled,  feeling  ihat  she  had  parted 
with  her  child  forever.  At  the  height  of  her  grief,  the 
young  maid  flew  in  at  the  door,  crying  with  a  voice 
choked  with  joy — 

"  '  Mother,  run  quickly  I  make  no  stay  I  Pharaoh's 
daughter  has  found  my  little  brother,  taken  it  from  the 
ark,  and  sent  mo  for  a  Hebrew  nurse  I  Come  qnickly, 
before  any  other  is  foimd  !' 

"  "With  a  cry  of  joy,  and  with  bands  clasped  to  heaven 
in  gratitude,  I  saw  the  mother  about  to  rush  out,  wild 
with  happiness,  when  her  daughter  said,  '  Be  calm, 
mother,  or  the  princess  will  suspect      Pnt  on  yonr  coif  I 
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Arrange  your  dress  I   Seem  quiet,  as  if  jou  were  not  h. 
motlier  1' 

"  *  I  will  try  to  do  so— oh,  1  will  try  to  do  so  I'  she 
said  tonchingly.  I  saw  that,  in  her  emotion,  she  did 
not  think  of  her  other  boy,  who,  thongh  hardly  four  yean 
^Id,  had  followed  the  stream,  as  if  he  understood  whai 
the  ark  contained.  Him  I  saw  kindly  taken  pity  npoi 
by  an  Egyptian  priest,  who  carried  him  away  to  hii 
house." 

Here  I  uttered  an  exclamation  which  attracted  the 
notice  of  Remeses ;  for  I  recollected  the  story  of  tlw 
young  Hebrew  ecclesiastic  and  gold  image-caster,  deii 
mother,  and  saw  now  that  he  was  this  brother  of  Be 
mcscs,  and  the  mystery  of  the  resemblance  was  solfed 
I  did  not  make  any  remark  to  Bemesea,  however,  ift 
reply  to  his  inquiring  look,  and  he  resumed  his  womdsr 
ful  narrative. 

But  I  will  continue  the  subject,  dear  mother,  b  i 
subsequent  letter. 

Sesostbd 
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LETTER    SX  V. 


Mz    DSARK6T  MoTHES : 

YouB  courier  reached  me  jeeterday  with  yoiu 
important  letter,  ndvisin»  mo  of  the  refusal  of  thi 
King  of  Cyprna  to  receive  yonr  ambassador,  or  release 
your  eubjects ;  and  that  yon  only  await  my  return  to  de- 
clare war.  I  shall  not  fail  to  respond  («  your  call,  and 
will  next  week  leave  Egypt  for  Syria.  I  have  not  yet 
visited  the  Tliebaid,  and  the  snperb  temples  of  Upper 
Egypt,  nor  seen  tlie  wonderful  Labyrinth,  nor  the  Cata 
racte ;  bnt  I  hope  at  some  future  day  to  revisit  this  id  - 
tcreating  land.  I  feel,  indeed,  rejoiced  to  go  away  now, 
as  the  painful  and  extraordinary  events  connected  with 
Remeses  liave  cast  a  gloom  over  all  things  here,  and 
changed  all  my  plans. 

But  I  will  resume  the  narrative,  interrupted  by  the 
abrupt  ending  of  my  last  letter.  That,  with  the  prece- 
ding, as  well  as  this,  I  shall  now  send  to  you,  as  the  seal 
of  secrecy  is  removed  from  them,  by  the  publicity  which 
has  been  given  to  all  the  events  by  Kemesea. 

To  return,  dear  mother,  to  the  account  of  the  Bcenee 
which  the  magicians  presented  to  his  vision,  in  the 
black  marble  chamber  of  the  pyramid. 


/^ 
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"I  now,"  continued  Romeses,  "beheld  the  excited 
mother  reach  the  presence  of  the  princess,  trying  to 
cabn  the  wild  tumult  of  hope  and  fear  in  her  matenul 
bosom ;  and  to  her,  I  saw  the  princess,  after  many  in- 
quiries, commit  the  charge  of  the  infant. 

" '  I  shall  adopt  this  child,  O  nurse,'  she  said ;  *  bring 
it,  therefore,  to  the  palace  daily  tliat  I  may  see  it  Take 
as  faithful  care  of  it  as  if  it  were  your  own,  and  yoo 
fhall  be  rewarded  with  my  favor,  as  well  as  with  i 
nurse's  wages.' 

"  Tlie  joyful  Hebrew  woman  tried  to  repress  her  bip- 
piness,  and  trembled  so,  that  the  princess  said — 

" '  Tliou  art  awkward.  Carry  it  tenderly ;  and  sec 
^hat  tliou  keep  this  secret  closely,  or  I  shall  take  the  boy 
awny  from  thee,  woman,  and  also  punish  thee.  Whit 
is  thy  name  ?' 

"  *  Jochebeda,'  she  answered. 

"  <  And  thy  husband's  ?' 

" '  Anirain,  your  majesty,'  she  replied. 

''I  saw  her,  O  Sest^etris,  when  she  had  well  got  oat 
of  the  ]>riTico6s's  sight,  clasp,  by  stealth,  her  recovered 
child  to  her  bosom,  while  words  of  tenderness  were  in 
her  mouth,  and  her  eyes  streaming  with  tears  of  grati- 
tudo  and  wonder. 

"That  cliihl,  O  Sesostris,  was  myself!"  suddenly  ex- 
claimed Ili'mosefi.  "Of  this  you  have  already  been 
c«>nviiic(Ml.  I  eaw  the  pccne  before  me,  rapidly  change 
from  day  to  night,  and  months  and  years  fly  by  likes 
clnud,  or  like  a  fliM't  <>f  i^hij)s  leaving  no  trace  of  their 
truck  oil  tlio  chK^iiijr  waters.  Tlirough  all  I  saw  myself, 
from  the  iiit'aiit  of  three  yoai-s  ohl,  raken  into  the  palscf 
from  my  Hebrew  mother,  to  the  boy  of  twelve— to  the 
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youth  of  twen^  I  Like  the  cycle  gf  Cato,  that  Bcene 
rolled  by  before  my  eyes,  until  I  saw  myself,  ibat  ie,  the 
Hebrew  boy,  in  every  scene  of  my  life  up  to  the  very 
moment  then  present,  Tlien,  with  a  sound  of  mourDfnl 
music,  the  Nile  and  its  scenes  slowly  faded  from  before 
my  vision,  and  I  waa  alone!  The  whole  fearful  histoiy 
had  lerminated  in  me,  and  left  me  standing  there  in 
Bolitude,  to  reflect  upon  what  I  had  seen. 

"  Rousing  myself  from  niy  stupor  of  amazement,  T 
staggered  back,  and  sunk  in  horror  upon  tlie  Btone 
bench,  1  know  not  how  long  I  lay  there,  but  I  waa 
at  length  aroused  by  a  hand  iipon  my  shonlder;  1 
looked  up  nnd  beheld  the  magifian  wiih  the  emblem 
of  life,  and  the  emerald-tipped  wand.     He  said — 

" '  My  son,  thou  hast  read  the  past  of  tby  life  1  Wilt 
thou  still  be  King  of  Egypt  V 

" '  By  what  power  hast  thou  opened  the  gates  of  the 
past?  How  bast  thou  known  all  thisl'  I  cried,  with  s 
heart  of  despair. 

" '  Dost  thou  believe  V 

"'As  if  the  open  Book  of  Thoth  lay  before  me  I  L 
donbt  not,'  I  answered. 

"  Wilt  thou  be  Kingof  Egypt?'  again  asked  another 
voice.  A  third,  in  another  direction,  took  it  up,  and 
every  subterranean  echo  of  the  vaulted  pyramid  seemed 
to  take  up  the  cry.  I  nishod  from  the  hall,  not  know- 
ing whither  I  went.  Doors  seemed  to  open  before 
me,  ap  if  by  magic,  and  I  at  length  found  myself  emerg- 
mg,  guided  by  the  magician,  into  the  open  night.  The 
graniie  valves  of  tho  gate  closed  behind  roe,  and  I  was 
alone,  in  the  quadranglu  of  the  great  temple  of  Thoth, 
The   stare  shone   down    upon   me  like  mocking  eyas. 
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watching  me.  I  fled  onward,  as  if  I  would  fly  from 
myeelt*  I  feared  to  reflect.  I  passed  the  sphinx,  thi 
pyloncs,  the  obelisks ;  and  ran  along  the  avenue  of  the 
Lake  of  the  Dead,  until  I  readied  the  Nile.  I  crosied 
it  in  a  boat  that  I  found  upon  the  shore,  and  without 
having  formed  any  clear  idea  of  what  I  ought  to  do, 
sought  the  ])alace,  and  gained  my  mother's  ante-room. 
Did  1  say  'my  mother,'  Sesostris?  I  meant  the  good 
queen.  I  sent  in  a  page  to  say  I  wished  to  see  her.  In 
surprise  at  my  return,  before  the  forty  days  were  ful- 
filled, she  came  to  the  door  hurriedly,  in  her  night»robe, 
and  opened  it.  I  entered  as  calmly  as  I  could,  and  did 
not  refuse  her  kiss,  though  I  knew  I  was  but  a  HcbrevI 
One  night^s  scenes,  dreadful  as  they  were,  O  SosoBtrii^ 
could  not  wholly  break  the  ties  of  a  lifetime  of  filial 
love  and  reverence.  I  closed  the  door,  secured  it  iB 
silence,  and  then  sat  down,  weary  with  what  I  had  on* 
dorgone ;  imd,  as  she  came  near  and  knelt  by  me,  and 
laid  her  hand  against  my  forehead,  and  asked  me  ^if  1 
were  ill,  and  hence  had  left  the  temple,'  I  was  over- 
come with  her  kindness;  and  when  the  reflection  forced 
itself  upon  me  that  I  could  no  more  call  her  mother,  or 
be  entitled  to  these  acts  of  maternal  solicitude,  I  gave 
way  to  the  strong  current  of  emotion,  and  fell  upon  her 
shoulder,  wee])ing  as  heartily  as  she  had  seen  me  weep 
when  lying  in  the  little  ark  a  helpless  infant. 

''  During  tlii<;  brief  moment,  a  suspicion  flaahed  acnm 
mv  mind,  that  the  magicians  might  have  produced  thk 
as  a  ])art  of  niy  trial  as  a  prince  ; — that  it  waa  not  real, 
but  tliat  by  their  wonderful  arts  of  magic  they  had  made 
it  appear  ko  to  my  vision.  T  seized  upon  this  idea,  as  a 
man  drowninir  in  the  Nile  grasps  at  h  floating  flower. 
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" '  Mother,'  1  said,  '  I  am  ill.  I  aio  also  very  Borrow- 
fill  I' 

" '  The  tasks  and  toils  of  thy  ioitiatioa,  my  bod,  have 
been  too  groat  for  thee.  Tliy  face  is  haggard  and  thy 
looks  unnatural.     What  is  thy  sorrow  1' 

"  '  I  have  had  a  vision,  or  what  was  hke  a  dream,  my 
mother.  I  saw  an  infaDt,  in  tliis  vision,  bofore  me, 
placed  in  an  ark,  aiid  set  adrift  upon  the  Nile.  Lo,  after 
being  borne  hy  tiie  current  some  ways,  it  was  espied  by 
a  princess  who  was  bathing,  wfiose  maids,  at  her  coin- 
oiand,  brought  it  to  her.  It  contained  a  circumcised 
Ut;brew  child.  Tlie  princess,  being  childless,  adopled 
it,  and  educated  it.  and  declared  it  to  be  her  son.  She 
placed  him  next  to  her  in  the  kingdom,  and  was  about 
to  resign  to  him  the  crown,  when — ' 

"  Here  ray  mother,  whose  face  I  had  earnestly  re- 
^rded,  became  pale  and  trembled  all  over.  She  seized 
uy  hands  and  gasped — 

"  '■  Tell  mc,  Kemeees,  tell  me,  waa  this  a  dream,  or 
hast  thoH  heard  it!' 

" '  I  saw  it,  my  mother,  in  a  vigion,  in  the  Eubterra 
Dcan  chamber  of  the  pyramids.  It  was  one  of  tliose 
Bcenea  of  magic  which  the  arts  of  the  ma^  know  how 
to  pi-oducc' 

"  *  Dust  thou  believe  itV  she  cried. 

"•Is  it  not  tliy  aecrii,  O  my  mother,  which  Prince 
Mi'Eris  shai'ca  with  ihco?  Am  1  not  right?  Doea  not 
tliat  Hebrew  child,'  1  cried,  rising,  'now  stand  before 
thool' 

"  Sho  shrieked,  and  fell  insensible  I 

"  At  length  I  restored  her  to  consciousness.  I  related 
all  1  have  told  yon.     Reluctantly,  ahe  coofeeeed  that  all 
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was  true  as  I  had  seen  it.  I  then,  in  a  scene  tach  u  I 
hope  never  to  p^iss  tlirough  again,  aBBured  her  I  ahuoU 
refuse  the  throne  and  exile  myself  from  Egypt  8iM 
miplorcd  me  with  strong  appeals  to  keep  the  secnCi 
and  mount  the  throne.  I  lirmly  refused  to  do  ao,  'urn- 
much  as  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice,  not  only  lo 
Mceris,  but  to  the  Egyptians,  to  deceiye  them  with  i 
Hebrew  ruler.  She  reminded  me  how,  for  uzty-0D« 
years,  Prince  Joseph  had  governed  Egypt.  *  Yes,'  I  said, 
but  it  was  openly  and  without  deceit ;  while  my  reign, 
would  be  a  gross  deception  and  osurpation.'  Bnt,  0 
Sesostris,  I  cannot  revive  the  scene.  It  has  passed  M 
have  yielded  I  She  showed  me  the  letters  of  Friziee 
Mceris.  She  implored  me  for  her  sake  to  keep  tha 
secret,  and  aid  her  in  resisting  the  conspiracy  of  tba 
viceroy.  When  I  reflected  that  he  had  made  my  mother 
so  long  miserable,  and  now  menaced  her  throne  I  yield 
ed  to  her  entreaties  to  remain  a  few  days  at  the  head  of 
the  affairs  that  have  been  intrusted  to  my  control,  and 
to  lead  the  army  against  Mueris,  should  he  fulfil  Im 
menace  to  invade  Lower  Egypt.  After  that,  I  asdd,  I 
shall  refuse  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pliaraoh's  daughter, 
and  will  retire  from  the  Court." 

"Not  among  tlie  Hebrews ?"  I  exclaimed. 

"  No,  perhaps  not.  I  have  nothing  in  common  with 
them.  I  can  do  them  no  good:  I  cannot  yet  consent  to 
share  their  bondage.  I  shall  seek  my  own  family,  for 
the  ({ueen  hixs  tuKl  me  who  they  are.  My  mother,  my 
own  mother,  Sesostris,  shall  again  fold  her  child  to  ber 
heart !  I  rec(.>llect  her  beautiful,  tearful  face,  aa  aeen  ii 
the  vision  of  the  pyramids.  I  have  a  brother,  too^  and 
a  sister  I'" 
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"  1  know  them  both  1"  I  cried,  almost  jojfallj  j  though, 
dear  mother,  it  was  a  sad  joy  I  felt,  to  know  that  Be- 
meees  waa  a  brother  to  Miriam  aud  the  ecclesiastio  gold- 
caster.  He  became  at  once  interested,  and  I  told  him 
all  I  knew  about  them,  aa  I  hare  jon.  He  liBtened 
vith  deep  attention,  and  seemed  pleased.  I  also  told 
him  how  often  I  had  conversed,  in  the  garden  of  flovets, 
with  the  venerable  Amram,  the  father  of  Miriam. 

"  And  my  father  also,  jon  ehonld  add,"  he  sud,  with 
a  melancholy  emile.  "I  knew  it  not,  Sesostris;  I  be- 
lieved him  to  be  the  husband  of  my  nurse.  Thinkeat 
thoQ  all  this  time  he  knew  I  was  his  son?" 

"I  dijubt  it  not,"  I  answered,  "Tiie  eyes  of  your 
father  and  mother  must  naturally  have  been  upon  yon 
from  yi>iir  childhood  up.  They  must  have  witnessed  all 
your  career,  and  rejoiced  in  it,  and  kept  the  secret  locked 
in  their  own  humble  hearts,  lest  you  and  the  world 
bliouUl  know  it,  and  the  glory  they  secretly  saw  yon 
sharing,  be  token  away  or  resigned  by  you." 

"I  shall  see  them.  They  shall  yet  hear  me  say, 
mother,  father,  brother,  sister,  to  each  one  of  them.  But 
Sosostris,  I  must  then  hid  them  farewell  forever,  and 
Egypt  also, — if  t!ie  queen  will  permit  me  to  go,"  he  sud- 
denly added,  with  bitter  irony  unusual  with  him ;  "  for 
sIave:^  must  have  do  will  but  their  master's." 

I  laid  my  arm  kindly  aud  sympathizingly  upon  bi> 
shoulder,  and  uilcntly  embraced  him. 

"  I  feel  for  you,  0  HemescB,  with  all  my  heart,"  I 
■aid. 

"  I  know  you  do,  0  prince :  I  am  sure  that  yon  do. 
But  let  us  terminate  this  subject.  My  mother's— I  meaOf 
■las !  the  queen's  desire  shall  be  gratified.     I  will,  for  I 
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few  dajB,  continue  as  I  am,  but  no  more  retorc  to  tin 
temples.  My  initiation  is  over.  Without  doubt  iB 
priests  of  the  hierarchy  will  seek  to  put  me  to  deiA, 
when  they  learn  that  a  Ilebrew  has  been  initiated  into 
all  their  learning  and  mysteries.  It  will  be  neceaut 
for  me  to  leave  Egypt." 

"  Tlien  let  Tyre,  O  prince,  be  thy  asylum — ^thy  fctnre 
home !"  I  cried.  ^^Tliere  the  Hebrew  is  not  in  bondapi 
and  is  a  Syrian  among  Syrians.  Tliere  you  shall  havv 
a  palace  and  retinue,  and  be  served  as  becomes  job 
wisdom  and  greatness.  My  mother  Epiphia  will  vd- 
conie  you  with  pleasure,  for  she  has  already  learned  to 
honor  you,  from  my  letters.  Our  city  is  about  to  go  to 
war  wit  li  the  King  of  Cyprus,  and  my  mother  has  written, 
urging  me  to  return.  Twelve  galleys  will  await  me  it 
Pelusinm,  in  a  fortnight  hence,  to  escort  my  own  to 
Tyre.     Consent,  O  ilemeses,  to  go  with  me." 

'*  Noble  prince,"  he  exclaimed,  deeply  moved,  "Iww 
can  I  thank  you!  It  is  tlie  greatest  consolation, in  thii 
my  sorrow  and  humiliation,  to  know  that  you  do  not 
witlidraw  from  me  your  friendship ;  that  you  can  rtiH 
est  com  me  as  a  man  !     Sesostris,  I  thank  vou.    I  will 
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accept  your  oiler,  if  my — that  is,  the  queen,  will  chnn|e 
her  mind,  an<l  piTniit  me  to  address  a  letter,  by  a  swift 
ccMiricr,  to  Prince  Maoris.  In  it  I  will  brieflv  sav  tint  I 
am  informed  of  my  true  lineage,  and  that  if  he  viU 
quietly  wait  the  succession,  and  be  submissive  to  the 
(jU(H*n,  and  withliold  his  army  from  Memphis,  I  viD, 
.I'ithin  tlirec  days  after  obtaining  his  affirmative  replji 
leave  K^yi)t  for  a  foreign  land.  Such  a  coarse  will 
]  rove  the  best  in  the  end  for  him  and  Egypt,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  consent  to  adopt  iL     How 
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■dinary  that  this  wil/  man  ^liould  ao  lung  bare  kepi 
le  Bccrot  with  wliicli  lio  so  terribly  meiioccd  mf— Um 
loen !" 

I  a)ipp>vcd  of  the  canrac  suggcatcd.  Remcsca  aoon 
temirdii  iwiight  the  <iii(.'<;ii ;  Riid  at  the  end  of  four 
inn  he  rcliinied  to  tiic,  loukiiig  vcrjr  weary  and  pale, 
Bt  Bmiliii^;,  i-ayiiig — 

"  It  is  achieved  t  It  was  a  fearful  struggle  I  The 
neon  lian  c'>ii!M}ntod !  Indeed,  she  seems  heart-broken, 
>irit-crut!h<-d !  Tliid  discovery,  against  which  her  soul 
u  eo  liin^  battled,  lias  Ictl  her  prostrate,  alinuet 
recked  t  Fur  lier  suke  I  bore  np  and  hid  iny  own 
ofatlioiiiahlc  Borrijw.  Six-  has,  at  my  solicitation,  con- 
tntcd  that  1  ehall  not  oiilr  write  to  Priuce  Uoeris,  in- 
irtiii};  a  claiigc  onjoiiiin^r  eilonce  as  to  my  birth,  but 
er  '>u'ii  i-oiiritT  t^lmll  ho  its  hourer,  siji^iifying  her  wish 
a  C'<ii''ili;itii>ii.  T\\o  leitor  was  written  in  bcrprescnce, 
ic  ohiiiM'  for  i-ilciice  iiitroduced,  and  the  courier  ia  al> 
;a<ly  f;i>rn-  witli  it." 

WliIIi-  Ki'iiitik-P  was  E]>oakin}r,  a  page  entered  and 
ifonm-d  liiiii  that  tlio  iinci'ti  wished  ti>  sec  him.  Ho 
'und  litr  ill  with  a  foveri^h  i>nW.  She  called  liim  to 
>r.  an'I  said — 

•*  Mv  jon,  I  am  about  to  die !  Tliis  binw  is  too  heavy 
T  1110  :■■  I'lar!  I  s-liid!  never  rtTover!  It  was  my 
ish  !o  liiivc  \Mii  tiniik  wiiu-il  iii>on  my  throne; 
jr  til.-  p..l-  iiavi-  'l.'--n-.'d  oilu-iwi-e.  Calla  coun^'i! 
'  the  lii.-r;tri-Iiy.  I  iniifit  imi  !■»-  rai'liU'^*  t"  niy  anci'«- 
n,  and  !i  avc  n  varant  lliroii..  Vim  iiavi-  inlviMxl 
c  ti.  ail'iji*  I'r  tiii-  MiiTiT*.  1  ran  'io  no  nthirwise. 
M  tliir  act.  a->  i];l>l>-  my  rxoneiU.  both  of  otate  and  <>f 
0  prifbi!i"od." 
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^^I  obeyed,"  said  Rcmeses,  when  he  Bubseqaenflj 
related  what  passed.  '^  Tlie  next  day  the  councils  mel 
in  one  session,  and  the  queen,  supported  upon  her  coudi 
presided.  Briefly  she  announced  her  intention  of  adopCr 
ing  Mceris-Mento, — giving  his  full  namcy — as  her  son,  and 
tlie  next  in  succession  to  the  throne,  their  consent  being 
obtained.  Then  came  up  the  question,  ^why  PriDce 
llcmcses  declined  V  Being  present,  I  answered  that  it 
was  my  intention  to  retire  from  the  court,  visit  foreigi 
lands,  and  leave  the  government  of  Egypt  in  the  handi 
of  Mceris.  At  the  earnest  request  of  the  queen  I  made 
no  allusion  to  the  secret.  The  united  councils  yielded 
their  assent,  and  the  royal  secretary  drew  up  the  papcfl 
in  due  form,  which  the  queen,  supported  by  me,  sigued. 
A  courier  was  then  dit«])atched  with  a  copy  of  tlie  inson- 
nient  to  the  prince.  Tlie  cabinet  was  soon  aftcrwaidi 
dismissed,  and  I  was  left  alone  with  the  queen,  who  i 
became  very  ill." 

Thus  fur,  my  dearest  mother,  had  I  written  in 
letter  Ave  days  ago,  wlien  the  chief  chamberlain  came 
hastening  to  my  room,  in  great  terror,  saying  that  the 
queen  was  dying!  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  following 
him  to  her  a])artments.  Ever  since  the  meeting  of  the 
council  she  had  been  growing  worse,  and  all  the  skillof 
her  pliVbicians  could  not  abate  the  disease,  which  wil 
)ironouncod  inthimmation  of  the  brain.  She  had  been 
tor  two  days  wildly  delirious,  calling  upm  RemeaeattoC 
to  leave  her,  and  accusing  the  gods  of  seeking  to  pot 
upon  her  a  stranger  for  her  own  son !  At  length  her 
ravings  and  her  fever  ceased,  and  she  rapidly  fidled. 
When  I  entered,  I  found  liemeses  kneeling  by  her  aide, 
his  manly  head  bowed  upon  her  couch,  and  teara 
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apun  her  cold  hand,  held  in  his.  Her  mind  was  cleai 
oow,  but  I  cuuhl  SCO  tliat  the  aziiro  circle  o{  death  gir- 
dled her  e>'oa,  utid  that  tliv  light  of  the  soul  within  was 
expiring.  Ilcr  wholu  attention  was  tixed  ujmn  Bcnie* 
tea,  to  whom  she  kept  Baying,  in  a  fuint  whiopcr,  and 
with  a  smile,  "  My  son,  m;  son,  my  own  bod  I  call  me 
mother  1" 

"  Mother,  O  mj  mother  I'*  he  exclaimed,  in  his  itrong 
•nguieh,  "I  cuniiiit  jmrt  with  thcel  Thou  hast  been  s 
mother  to  me  iiulecil !" 

Am  I  enli-rod,  her  giizo  turned  towards  mo. 

**  It  is  the  Prince  of  Tyro !  I  thought  it  was  the  oth' 
er.!" 

"What  othore,  my  mother!"  asked  Remoeea. 

"Tlier  will  enon  cnme.  I  cnnimamled  him  to  briot; 
them  all.  I  must  txre  them  ere  I  die.  But  the  Prince 
uf  Tyre  is  wok-oine !"  And  she  smiled  upon  me,  and 
gave  me  her  oih(.*r  hand  ti>  kiss.  It  wun  eold  as  ivory  1 
I  alcii  knelt  by  lit-r,  and  sorrowfully  watched  bereharp- 
entti^  featuTL-t),  which  the  chii>el  uf  Dt-ath  seemed 
»hHj>!ti<;  iiitii  tin-  niiirlile  tniijiisiy  <i\'  a  g'id. 

At  ihin  niuiiiL'Tii  tlie  (l<Kir  npeiR-d,  und  I  saw,  ushered 
in  by  a  Ilchrvw  y.v^>\  ihc  veiwrablL'  head  gsinloiier,  Am- 
r.Kii:  rliyyiiiinii  Ili-brcw  fi-i.li'^-iai'tic;  Miriam  ihv  j'ttpy- 
ni-  wriicr;  ami,  leaning;  upon  her  arm,  a  ili^iiitivd  and 
.-:ill  iK-auiitul  liaun;  .'!  lit^y-tiie.  I  oould  n.it  be  mi»- 
l&kvn— ihl^  hi.-t  vvu^  ilu-  iii.>;liiT  of  K.'tiK-^.'». 

••C'urise  iill  Iirr:.Mii.>  tn  ;.'..  t'.Ttli  lilt-  .-haiillKT,"  cried 
the  nm-tij  at  tin-  p:l:!ii.  Iht  \'iifv  niMVi-ring  in  part  iti 
atrwitrili.     !>iii-  gl.iijiri'd  ui  tm-  to  n-inaiu. 

"Come  hiihiT,  Amrani,"  elu'  paid,  *  and  lead  to  uiy 
oedside   tliy   wife.     Kemeuvi'.  UOioM  thf   mother  and 
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father !  Mother,  etnbraco  tliy  sou  I  Since  he  can  Vi 
no  longer  mine,  I  will  return  him  to  thee  forever  V*  Urn 
Voice  was  veiled  with  tears.  Rcmcses  rose,  and  tonii^ 
to  his  mother,  who  looked  worthy  of  him,  said : 

^'  Mj  mother,  I  acknowledge  thee  to  be  mj  motLe ! 
Give  me  tliy  blessing,  as  thou  hast  often  done  in  mj  » 
fancy." 

He  tenderly  and  respectfully  embraced  her,  and  iha 
pressing  his  fathers  hand  to  his  lips,  he  knelt  befoit 
them.  Tliey  were  deeply  moved,  and  instead  of  bk» 
ing  him,  wept  upon  him  with  silent  joy. 

^'  Are  there  not  two  more — a  brother,  a  sister  r*  wkA 
Removes,  his  fine  face  radiant  with  tliat  ineffable  beastf 
which  i^hines  frt>m  bcnevulencc  and  the  performance  rf 
a  holv  duty.  I  then  led  forward  Miriam,  whom  be  m 
t::ink'd  with  admiring  surprise  (for  she  bN^kcd  like  s 
(pu'rn  in  hor  own  right),  and  then  tenderly  embrac^L 
saving  to  na*,  ^'Tlituigh  I  have  lost  a  kingdom,  0  Se 
DObtris,  I  have  gainrd  a  sister,  which  no  cr».>wn  oosM 
hcstov  upon  nu*.'*  TIiiMi,  when  he  saw  the  noble  sal 
princely  looking  prie&t,  he  cried,  as  be  folded  him  to  kv 
tjri\L<t — 

"Tliis  is,  iiidiuMl,  mv  ]»rotherI" 

Die  wh<ilc  scene  w:k*  touching  and  intcrofting  bcrnai 
liic  powtT  Ml'  my  poll  t«>  iK'sicribi.*,  my  dear  mother.  TW 
d villi;  ipU'oii  smiled  with  mtimk*  pleasure,  and  varinc 
iier  haiid,  I^•Ine^e^  led  first  his  mother,  and  tlieo  ka 
fatiier,  aiiil  in  siieci ■^^io!l  hi^  sister  and  bn*:lier«  to  btf 
i!ouch.  rpon  the  hea>U  of  each  she  laid  her  hand,  bii 
hjn^est  upon  the  nioiiu-rV,  saying: 

**  L*ve  him — he  kiiid  to  iiim — hu  has  no  mother  Dov 
but  thcu !     Love  hiui  fur  my  Alike — you  caimot  but  Wvt 
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him  for  hb  own  t  1£  I  took  thy  babe,  <)  mother,  I  re- 
turn thee  A  nuD  and  «  prince  worthy  to  mle  a  natun, 
acd  in  whom  mj  eyee,  closing  npon  the  present,  and  se*- 
big  far  into  the  fntore,  behold  a  leader  of  thy  people — a 
prince  to  tliy  nation.  Bom  to  a  throne,  he  shall  yet 
niga  king  of  armies  and  leader  of  hosts,  who  I  see  fol- 
low him  obei^ent  to  hie  will  and  aabmieuTe  to  the  rod 
of  fab  power.    Remescs,  I  die !    Kiss  me  I" 

The  noble  Hebrew  reverently  bent  over  her  lips,  as 
if  in  an  act  of  worship ;  and  when  he  lifted  his  fisce, 
there  remained  a  statne  of  clay,  t  The  Qneeo  of  ^gy^ 
was  no  more  I  SnoRxu. 

I  dosed,  dear  mother,  my  account  of  the  death  of  the 
great  and  good  Queen  Amense  (which  I  wrote  the  day 
following  that  sad  event),  in  order  to  accompany  Beme- 
•ea  to  the  chief  embalmers.  As  I  passed  through  the 
streets,  I  saw  that  tlio  whole  population  was  in  mourn- 
ing. Women  went  with  dishevelled  hair,  men  ceased 
to  shave  their  heads  and  beards,  and  all  the  ugna  of  woe 
for  death,  which  I  have  before  described,  were  visible. 
By  the  laws  of  E^pt,  not  even  a  king  con  bo  embalmed 
hi  his  t>wn  palace,  Ilcmoecs,  ou  reaching  tlie  subnrb 
of  the  cinbulmGrs,  was  received  into  the  boose  of  tlie 
eliicf,  and  bi-re  In.-  guvc  dircctiins  as  to  the  fashion  of 
tlie  case  and  aarc'ipliiigus,  and  the  pattern  of  the  funeral 
ear,  and  of  the  baris  in  wliicli  it  was  to  croee  tlie  Nile 
to  lliv  jiyniinid  which,  I  have  aln^atly  xtiitl,  flic  has  been, 
Bnce  thu  lirnt  year  of  Iicr  rcigu,  eroclinj;  fur  her  burial- 
flace — placing  a  cosing  nf  vast  etoiiet^,  bmught  dowc 
from  the  qiiarrles  near  Elopliuntie,  each  year. 

I  will  not  delay  to  describe  the  ceremonte*  of  prcpara- 
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tion,  nor  the  embalniincut  and  burial  of  the  august  Udj 
whoso  demise  has  cast  a  j^all  over  Egypt.     Your  a£3ur 
dnce  that  it  would  take  vou  iivo  montliB  to  iret  ready 
jour  war-fleet  against  Cyprus,  and  the  desire  of  Rcme 
see  that  I  delay  until  the  eighty  days'  mouniing  for 
the  queen  were  over,  induced  me  to  remain.     It  is  now 
four  days  since  her  burial  in  the  centre  of  her  Btatelj 
pyramid,  with  tlu^  most  imposing  and   gorgeous  rita 
ever  known  at  the  entombment  of  a  monarch.     Prince 
Mceris  was  chief  mourner !     I  have  omitted  to  state  thai 
he  readily  acceded  to  the  conditions  proposed  in  the  let 
ter  of  Remeses,  and  when  the  courier  followed,  convey- 
ing to  him  the  fact  that  he  had  been  adopted  and  de 
clared  her  heir  by  the  queen,  he  addressed  a  frank  asd 
friendlv  letter  to  Remeses  :  for  it  is  easv  for  him  to  a^ 
sume  any  charact<'r  his  interest  prompts.     As  soon  ai 
the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  queen  reached  him, 
he  liastcued  to  Memi>hii^.     Here  he  had  an  interview 
with   Ri.'MU'Scs.   wlnHu    ho   treated  with   courtesv,  and 
ofterod  till'  supervision  of  that  part  of  Egypt  where  ?he 
riebri'w  j;hoj>1uT«ls  < I  well ;  for  T  have  learned  that  in  a  val- 
ley, which  K•ad^  U\a\\  R.uiitjseti  to  the  Sea  of  Arabiju  there 
are  hundriMls  of  IIebn*ws  who,  like  their  ancestor*,  keep 
\:ist  flocks  ;niil  ln*nls  lM']iiTii;ing  to  the  crown,  but  out  i*t 
will  el  I  thev  :iiv  jiH-'WimI  a  lentil  for  their  subsistence. 
( )vrr   \\\\>   pa-i'nnil   dnTujiin,   embracing   about   twentf 
tliMiisaiid  slh'jilicnls,  tlu*  jirospt^ctivi?  Pharaoh  pn>po8ed 
t«»  j)l:i(M'  Ri- 11  ir.se."?.     I  tVlr  that  it  was  intended  as  an  in 
suit ;  but  It«Miu'.^e.-5  vicwi*']  it  rt.;  an  evidence  of  kindneaa 
on  the  p.'irt  of  oiu*  wh«i  knows  not  how  to  be  noble  or 
great. 

The  interment  of  the  queen  pas^,  there  18  nothing  to 
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detun  eitlisr  BemeMs  or  m^elf  longer  in  Egypt  Bjf 
b«r  boDDt/  he  u  rioh,  and  has  given  to  bit  parend  a 
Uige  treasare,  which  will  enable  them  to  be  at  eiM , 
and  beeidea,  the  queen  gave  to  them  and  to  Aaron 
(tbie  is  the  name  of  the  elder  brother  of  Remeaea),  and 
hu  aiater,  the  right  of  citizenahip.  Mceris,  the  day  of 
Um  qneen'a  bnrial,  Tirtually  ascended  the  throne.  Hia 
coronation,  however,  will  not  take  place  nntU  after  he 
haa  paaaed  through  the  forty  days'  novitiate. 

And  now,  my  dear  mother,  yon  will  be  snrpriacd  to 
team  that,  the  information  of  the  Hebrew  birth  of  B«- 
meees  (who  has  modestly  dropped  his  first  Egyptian 
name  and  adheres  only  to  the  second,  which  is  Hous, 
or  Hosee,  as  the  Hebrews  prononnce  it),  waa  wickedly 
conveyed,  with  large  bribes,  to  the  magicians  by  Prinoa 
Ifotris  himself;  and  that,  opon  this  information  and 
influence,  they  recalled  from  the  past,  which,  like  the 
fbtnre,  is  open  to  their  magical  art,  the  scenes  cf  hia  lifei 
and  presented  them  before  hia  vision. 

Wonderful,  incomprehensible,  doar  modier,  above  aD 
things  I  have  seen  in  Egypt,  is  the  mysterious  power 
nf  these  magicians  and  Borccrera.  Originally  of  the 
priestly  order,  they  have  advanced  into  deeper  and 
deeper  myBterics,  until  the  hierarchy  of  the  regular 
templc-wor&liip  fear  tliem,  and  deny  thetr  ecclesiastical 
character,  saying,  "  that  they  have  climbed  so  high  the 
mooDtdnK  of  Oairis,  that  thej  have  fallen  headlong  over 
their  sammits  into  the  dark  realms  of  Typhon,  and  owe 
their  dread  power  to  his  anspicca." 

Whatever  be  the  source  of  their  powerftal  art,  dear 
mother,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  reality.  Not  even  all 
the  invocations,  sacrifices,  oblations,  prayett,  libatiooa 
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and  exercises  of  the  regular  priesthood  can  couipeta  with 
these  magicians  and  sorcerers.  They  can  cunrerl  ilaj 
into  night !  destrttj  the  shadow  of  an  obcliak !  fill  tht 
air  with  a  shower  of  sand,  or  of  flowers  I  c«mv^rt  ilieir 
rods  into  vines  that  bear  grapes  I  and  walk  with  lin 
a£i]«  as  if  they  were  almond  or  acacia  roda !  Tbey 
|»rcsei)t  before  the  inquirer,  the  face  or  acene  in  adi^ 
tant  land  that  is  desired  to  be  beheld !  They  csi  it* 
move  blocks  of  |Mirphyry  by  a  touch  of  the  finger,  and 
make  a  feather  hc*avy  as  gold !  They  can  cause  inti^ 
ble  music  in  the  air,  and  foretell  the  rain!  And  who 
extraordinary  n\otivos  and  rewards  are  brought  tobcB 
upnii  them,  they  can,  l>y  tlieir  united  akill  and  necn^ 
mantle  art,  aided  by  sorcery,  reproduce  the  past,  at  ia 
Mie  case  <»f  KfinesesI 

I1u*se  ])oworful,  yet  tireaded  and  hated  men,  hare  for 
agi*>  bri'ii  an  apjtondaire  to  the  crr^wn,  and  call  thiB- 
srlvMS  rlio  *•  si'rvant.-;  «if  the  Phaniolis.**  The  kings  «l 
K^v]it,  \v]io  have  |ipitcv.*tiMl,  favored,  and  Bought  their 
a&!-is*arii*c,  Iiavc  alsn  tivmblod  at  their  power.  Withoat 
qui-^ti'iii  thry  an'  aiiU'd  by  the  evil  genii;  and  perform 
tlit'ir  wnik^  thri'n;;li  th»*  agency  «»f  the  spirit  of  eviL 

Tills,  dear  inn'iir!',  will  be  the  Iiu^t  letter  I  idiall  vrilt 
you  tVoin  Kizvpr.  ArrmMpanied  by  l{eme#oa«  I  tkaO 
tn-ni  irrMW  fiiibark  in  my  gaUey  f*»r  Peliutium.  Mr 
tri<-ti>L  !!ie  A<lniiral  l'a*lin>menes,  will  accnnipany  OS  to 
the  inoirli  nt  tin'  Kast«>n)  Nik*.  I  ou;rht  to  sar  thrt 
li'iu*^  Mmt:-,  Ti<>u-  riiaratili-i'U'ct,  has  extentKnl  towards 
nil*  iii:trkr<i  civil itich,  :in«l  secki*  fnr  a  continuance  <i 
fririnllv  inti-n-ipurM*.  I  hhall  bear  a  roval  letter  from 
him  •■•  viuir  iu;iji->ry.  cxjiressive  of  hia  rMjiect  tJf 
vou,  and  his  di-.-^irc  to  perpetuate  the  alliance.     Bit  1 
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have  no  love  for  the  man !  If  I  can,  I  vill  raise  ao 
army  in  Fhtcnicia,  after  I  seo  tlic  King  of  Cjpm 
chained  to  ttie  poop  of  my  gnlley,  and,  placing  Rcmeaa 
At  tlie  head,  invade  Efrj-pt,  cull  the  Ucbrewa  to  anna, 
and,  orerturning  the  throne  of  Ma'rie,  place  017  friend 
in  his  seat.  Did  not  the  dying  queen  prophesy  that  he 
was  born  to  rule  I  It  is  over  Egj'pt  he  will  yet  wield 
the  scc)>tro  1  I  will  do  my  part,  dear  mother,  to  fulfil 
the  ]>n)])hecy. 

To  the  lovely  PrinccBS  Tliamonda  convey  my  doTO- 
tions,  and  asenre  her  that  I  shall  make  war  against  Cy- 
prus more  siicccvefiilly,  with  her  heart  wedded  to  mine, 
tlian  alone.  Warn  her,  dear  ninther,  tliat  I  slmll  claim 
her  hand  as  soon  as  I  return,  and  tiiat  Ilcmcee*  will  be 
the  gro<mi-frietid  wliom  I  Kiiall  honor  with  the  high 
place  of  witnera  and  chief  gnest  at  our  nuptiala. 

Farewell,  dear  mother, 

Uenieses  desires  to  unite  with  me  in  affectionate  re- 
gards to  you. 

Your  BOD, 

Sesostris. 


[  Hrrr  tli«  c<>rr«<p(ind«Doe  of  the  Princw  of  Tyr»  with  the  Qmv' 
Fl]>l[>).>ii  ttsnniiiAtfl*.] 
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KETWEEN  KEMESES  AND  OTHER  FEBBOSO. 
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LETTER   I 

BBIU8K8   TO   AABOV  TBB 

CiTT  OP  Ttbb,  Syua,  Moam  AwarA 

My  elder  and  deau  Brother: 

It  is  witli  emotions  whoUj  new  to  me,  awiIuMi 
t>y  tlios(>  rratfTiwil  ties  to  which  I  have  been  lutberti 
entiri'ly  a  strriu«jer.  that  I  take  up  inj  pcu  to  addmt 
yiMi.  iii*^i^riliiii«;  at  the  coinmencemont  of  mj  letter  te 
<Mi«I<'ariiiL:  wdhIh.  **  my  lirother!'*  It  18  true  I  have  kil 
much  in  many  re8|)ect8 ;  but  I  hare  also  gained  OBck 
ill  thi*  atlcctinn  uf  my  newly  discovered  kindred. 

ATtT  yi»»i  K't't  n*  holow  M(*m]*hif>.  the  crallov  rf  tbs 
PHthm*  SisorJtrifi  sjtod  jiwit'tly  down  the  Kile,  and 
n«H.!i  wi"  hu«I  I'TitrnMl  the  IVlusian  branch.  As  I 
thr  itM  ritv  <»t'  riubasti-i,  and  Pvthom,  the  new 
city,  wliich  i^  ri>in^  ii]>nn  itA  niin^,  I  gn>aned  whh 
h(*avinr8s  nt*  heart !  An  Mind  and  upon  its  wallti  I  b^ 
held  t]u*  thi>n>^aTids  i>f  my  o])]ire«MHl  cnnntrymen  ted- 
in;:,  likt*  Nuhian  •*Iavis,  nndor  the  lash  of  their  tadt- 
miwtera!     I  cniihl  only  ;;roun  in  heart;  for  vhat  vast 


now  able  to  do  for  ^m, — myself  an  ezQe,  and  flying 
from  the  land  t  Ataj  the  prophecy  which  eziita  among 
your  people  (my  people),  as  yoa  asserted  in  the  last  long 
and  iQtereeting  conversation  we  held  together,  on  the 
day  I  embarked,  be  soon  fnlfiUcd  I  Thia  bondage  can- 
oot  continue  many  years  I  There  is  not  room  in  B^ypt 
for  two  nations  I 

At  Felosium  we  found  the  prince's  fleet  awi^ting  him. 
It  set  sail  shortly  after  onr  arriral,  and  coasting  by  the 
ahores  of  Arabia,  and  passing  Askelon,  in  Philisda,  in 
seven  days  wo  entered  the  port  of  Tyre ;  which  is  bnUt 
npon  a  rocky  ialo  and  peninsula,  and  rises  from  the  sea 
with  imposing  magnificence. 

I  was  most  kindly  received  by  the  mother  of  Seiaa- 
tris,  whose  glad  reception  of  her  son  made  my  eyes  fiU 
with  tears ;  for  I  remembered  my  (I  was  going  to  say, 
mother) — the  Qaeen  Amense's  tenderness,  whenerai 
abe  met  me  after  the  shortest  absence. 

But  I  moat  not  refer  to  the  past. 

Prince  Sesostris  treats  me  in  every  respect  as  an  eqoal. 
Were  I  still  Prince  Rcmeecs  of  Egypt,  he  coold  not 
show  me  more  kindness  and  regard.  We  have  now 
l>eeii  here  one  month ;  and  in  that  time  I  have  seen 
much  of  Tyre,  but  my  continued  grief  for  the  death  ol 
the  beloved  ijuecn, — my  more  than  mother, — rendeiB  me 
quite  indifferent  to  external  objecta  As  the  guest  of 
the  prince,  I  Iiiivo  endt-avored  to  interest  myself  in  what 
concents  turn.  He  is  ciifragcd  earnestly  in  preparationa 
for  war.  Tlie  purt  of  Tyre  is  thronged  with  war-gatleys ; 
and  teviewh  of  troojM  luko  place  daily,  on  a  plain  which 
is  uvLThuiifT  by  the  muuntuin'range  ol  IJbanaa.  Hie 
grandeur  of  this  moontaio,  in  whicli  the  earlieat  worship 
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t)f  men  toac  to  die  gods,  deeply  impreaBod  roe.    Ik 
fleet  will  Bail  iu  about  one  month. 


DAMAaavBt  Stbo-Pboimi^ 

Since  writing  the  above  I  havo  come  to  thi«  beannM 
city,  wliicli  lies  in  a  lovely  vale  watered  by  twn  rirm 
the  Ahana  and  Pharpiiar,  that  fertilize  ic  and  render  t 
indeod  ''  the  pirdeii  of  the  earth*' — »4  it  is  termed.  I 
travi'IK'd  Iiither  witii  the  ]>rincc,  who  bas  come  to  taki 
to  wifV  TliaiiKinda,  the  fair  princess  c  this  city.  Sbeil 
ainiaMo  and  Koiisilde,  and  I  rejoice  liat  my  prinoetj 
friend  Ii:i8  such  happiness  in  store!  How  fortunate  ior 
nie,  my  brother,  that  wliilc  1  was  Prince  of  Efiypcl 
did  n  »t  interoht  myself  in  any  ]irincc8B,  who  would  bt 
now  liiimhli'd  and  wretched  at  my  degradation!  1W 
nuptial  eeremniiioB  will  take  place  6o«>n,  and  oeeufj 
FOUR*  days.  1  wibh  Sesostris  every  liappineis  in  kii 
alliiiiiee. 

I  met  here  the  venerahk*  Prince  of  Ua.  lie  badtnv- 
plh'il  thus  tar  ou  Iii:)  return  to  his  own  land,  which  Ii«i  oi 
the  hordfrs  of  Chaldra  and  Sulnea,  and  when  infurued 
of  my  pivM'iit  ]Mit,ition  was  di^oply  moved.  We  havf 
had  Itiiii;  and  iiitiTostin*;  conversations  together,  upm 
tUv  unity  of  God!  which  have  so  deeply  absorbed  m 
ri-tli-eriMii^,  that  I  Iiavi*  accepted  an  invitation  to  viii 
him,  after  1  n-turn  frou]  Cyprus,  whither  I  wceomftaj 
the  prince  and  his  bride. 


Till  Palacb  of  t«  PuacTOi  or  D, 

My  bi'lwvtMl  Sr«iiistrih   is   married.    The 
'vere    unu>ually   niagniticeut;— Mverml  ki^ga  ol 
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and  princes  of  provinc:«  being  present,  with  their  rel- 
inuce.  But  I  do  uot  exci!  in  descriptions  of  ecenes  and 
festivities,  and  leave  tLem  to  the  more  graceful  and  easy 
pea  of  Sesoatris.  We  depart  in  three  days  with  a  gala 
procession  of  horsemen,  to  return  to  Tyre. 

IfiLKOPTTBS. 

Having  kept  this  roll  of  papynis  with  me,  I  now  clow 
my  epistle  here,  where  I  commenced  writing  it,  with 
the  intelligence  of  our  arrival ;  the  happy  reception  of 
her  new  danghter-in-law,  by  Queen  Epiphia ;  and  with 
the  annonncement  that  the  fleet  will  set  sail  within  three 
days  for  the  Levantine  island-kingdom. 

Commend  me,  my  brother,  with  respectful  affection, 
to  mj  father  Amram,  to  my  honored  mother,  and  to  my 
stately  sister,  Miriam.  Traeting  yoa  are  all  iu  health 
aod  safety,  I  am  your  brother,  with  profound  frateruaJ 
regard, 

MoBia,  TBB  HbSBBGW, 
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LETTEB  II. 


B21CE8E8    TO    HI8    BBOTHEB. 


A  TE4R  has  passed,  mj  brother,  since  I  last  wrote  to 
70U.  In  the  mean  while  I  liave  received  your  very  kind 
epistle.  It  reached  mc  at  Tyre,  where  I  found  it  awai^ 
ing  me,  on  my  return  from  the  expedition  against  Cj' 
prus.  You  have  probably  learned  the  result  of  the  war, 
and  that  Prince  Scsostris  landed  his  army,  defeated 
tlie  King  of  Cyprus  in  a  pitched  battle,  taking  his  bafir 
talion  of  chariots,  which  were  armed  with  scytheSi  and 
dc&tioyiug  his  cavalry.  Tlie  king  implored  i>eace,  and 
fturrendered  his  capital.  Scsostris,  after  levying  a  trib- 
ute of  two  thousand  talents  of  silver  upon  it  for  ten 
years,  and  demanding  a  portion  of  the  island,  on  tha 
north,  for  a  Phoenician  colony,  returned  triumphant  to 
his  country. 

1  am  now  travelling  through  the  whole  of  Syria.  Fitm. 
iliis  point  I  iihall  proceed  to  the  province  of  Uz.  I  de- 
sire to  know  more  fully  this  wisdom  of  the  One  God| 
the  Almighty,  as  taught  by  the  Suge  of  that  land. 
When  I  saw  him  in  Damascus,  a  year  ago,  I  informed 
him  that  I  had  begun  to  write  an  account  of  the  wondei^ 
ful  inci<Ients  of  his  life ;  but  when  I  read  to  him  what  I 
had  commenced,  and  atlterwards  heard  hia  conTeiaadoB 


\  k.  .1 
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apon  the  God  he  worshipped,  I  perceived  that  I  wu  a 
child  in  ignorance,  and  had  entered  npon  a  task  impoe- 
rible  for  me  to  perform,  hy  reason  of  my  religions  edu- 
cation as  an  Egyptian. 

**  Hy  son,"  ho  eaid,  "  thon  art  not  far  from  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Almighty,  and  thy  aoul  asptree  afW  the  trae 
God.  Come  with  me  to  my  own  land,  for  thon  aayeet 
thon  art  a  wanderer,  and  I  will  teach  thee  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Holy  One.  Then  thon  mayest  write  the 
acts  of  the  Invieible  to  man,  and  jostify  Him  in  His  ways 
to  me,  His  serrsnt  Tlie  goda  of  Egypt  darken  knowl- 
edge, and  veil  the  nnderetanding  of  those  who  tmat  ia 
them,  and  say  to  an  idol  of  gold,  *Thon  art  my  god.'" 

I  am  now  journej-ing,  0  my  brother,  to  sit  at  the  feet 
of  this  man  of  God,  n-hnec  simple  wisdom  has  enlight^ 
ened  my  soul  more  than  a!!  the  learning  of  Egypt ;  nay, 
I  woald  gladly  forget  all  the  knowledge  I  obtained  in 
Egypt,  to  know,  and  fear,  and  love  the  "  Holy  One" — 
the  Almiglity  God — of  the  Prince  of  Uz.  What  is  pai^ 
ticnlarly  wortlij  of  note  is,  that  bis  views  of  the  Invia- 
iblc  are  the  same  as  those  which  you  taught  me  were 
held  by  llie  elders  among  our  people ;  and  of  the  truth 
of  which  you  so  eloquently  and  feelingly  endeavored  to 
convince  me,  on  the  evening  before  my  departure  from 
Egypt,  as  we  sat  by  the  door  of  onr  mother's  home, 
under  the  two  palms.  Dissatisfied  with  the  goda  ot 
Egypt,  and  the  emptinces  and  vanity  of  its  worship,  as 
not  meeting  the  wants  of  man,  I  turn  to  any  soorce 
which  will  pour  tlie  light  of  truth  into  my  sonl.  We 
both,  brother,  are  feeling  after  God,  if  haply  we  may 
find  Him ;  for  1  perceive  that  yonr  own  soul  is  darkened 
and  clouded  as  well  as  mine,  by  the  dark  myths  of 
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Egypt,  in  which  we  have  been  educated.  But  let  m 
both  take  courage,  my  noble  elder  brother.  There  ii 
light,  tliere  is  truth,  there  is  knowledge  somewhere 
on  earth  I  and  I  go  to  the  aged  Prince  of  Uz  to  learn  of 
him.  Sitting  at  his  feet,  I  will  empty  myself  of  all  the 
false  and  unsatisfying  wisdom  of  Egypt,  and  meeklj 
say,  '^I  am  ignorant— enlighten  me!  Teach  me  cod- 
ceming  thy  God,  for  I  know  that  He  is  the  God  mj 
Boul  longs  for,  whom  the  nation?,  know  not  I" 

Your  letter  spoke  of  Pharaoh,  and  his  cruelty  and 
power.    I  am  prepared  to  hear  that  he  takes  new  niei»> 
ares  to  heap  burdens  upon  our  people.     The  Lake 
Amcnsc,  which  you  say  he  is  enlargirg  to  an  inland 
sea,  will  destroy  thousands  of  the  Hebrews  whom  yoa 
tell  me  he  is  putting  to  the  work ;  for,  unaccustomed 
to  labor  in  the  water,  they  must  perish  miserably.    I 
trust  he  will  suffer  you  and  my  father's  family  to  dweD 
unmolested.     Be  prepared  at  any  moment  to  escape, 
should  he  seek  to  destroy  the  prosperity  in  which  the 
beloved  queen  left  yon,  and  those  dear  to  me  by  the 
t^acred  and  affectionate  ties  of  natnre. 

Farewell. 

Your  brother. 


LETTER   III. 

MSMESEB-aOSSB    TO     AASON. 


TbX   PaLAOI   Of   THX  LOMD  OV   Ul. 


Mt  dkab  axd  H090BED  Bbotheb  : 

I  HAVE  been  here  now  one  year.  The  venerable 
prince  honors  me  as  a  eon,  and  I  repay  him,  bo  far  as  I 
can,  by  inBtructing  Mm  in  the  history  of  Egypt,  and 
other  knowledge ;  Ibr,  so  great  ia  bis  wisdom,  he  Boeka 
ever  to  know  Tuore.  In  astrology,  phyaicB,  geometry, 
and  alJ  arts,  he  is  deoply  learned.  But  above  all,  ia  hia 
knowledge  of  the  Almighty.  Tbia  man  has  the  mys- 
teries of  God  in  bis  heart,  and  to  the  eyes  of  liis  divine 
piety,  tbo  Meet  High  ia  visible  as  He  is.  He  bath  spo- 
ken to  the  Lord  of  heaven  face  to  face,  and  be  communi- 
cates with  Him  as  a  eervant  with  his  lord. 

When  I  came  hither,  after  visiting  Baal-Phegor  and 
other  places,  be  received  me  with  affection,  and  gave 
me  rooms  in  bis  palace,  and  servants,  and  a  place  at  bia 
lablc.  I  fumid  him  dwelling  in  a  city  he  himself  bad 
builded,  and  reigning  the  wealthiest,  wisest,  and  yet  hum- 
blest prince  in  all  the  East.  Around  it  lay  the  cities  of 
Sbuh,  Temun,  and  Naamath,  the  lesser  princes  of  which 
are  his  bosom  friends,  and  once  a  week  meet  at  his  hofl- 
pitable  board.  Tliey  bang  u[>on  the  words  of  bis  lips, 
and  reverence  him  as  a  father.  He  also  poaseeees  vaet 
herds  ot  cattle  and  oxen,  which  cover  his  plains ;  four- 
teen thousand  sheep  are  on  his  mountains  j  six  tbouaand 
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camels ;  and  stores  of  silver  and  gold.  He  has  WTa 
sons,  who  are  princes  of  as  many  provinces,  and  duw 
daughters,  the  youngest  of  whom,  Kercn-happach,  ii 
married  to  the  Lord  of  Midian ;  for  when  the  Prince  of 
Hz,  three  years  ago,  travelled  down  into  Egypt  with  a 
large  caravan  of  his  merchants,  he  passed  thron^rh  ICdr 
ian,  having  this  daughter  in  company,  who,  beini! 
comely  in  person,  was  admired  by  the  prince  of  tlul 
land,  and  by  him  asked  in  marriage  of  her  father.  Ot 
the  two  daughters  who  remain,  no  women  in  all  the 
land  are  foimd  so  fair.  Such  is  the  proaperitj  aad 
power  of  tliis  mighty  and  wise  prince. 

Now,  at  length,  my  dear  brother,  I  have  written  the 
book  of  the  life  of  this  venerable  man;  not  as  I  be- 
gan it  in  Egypt,  with  imperfect  ideas  of  the  G(od  oi 
heaven,  whose  servant  he  is,  but  from  his  own  lips  have 
I  received  the  narrative  which  I  inclose  to  yoo.  When 
you  have  read  it,  you  will  arrive  at  the  knowledge  o( 
the  Aliniglity,  whose  name,  and  glory,  and  being,  and 
go(xIiiess,  and  justice,  and  love,  are  recognized  in  every 
page.  As  you  read,  reflect  that  the  God  of  the  Prince 
of  \Jz  is  also  my  God,  and  the  God  worshipjied  by  our 
fjitliei-s  when  they  were  in  Syria.  Away,  O  Aaron!  with 
all  the  gods  of  Egypt !  They  are  brazen  and  giilden 
lies,  all !  Tlie  niytli  <»f  Osiris  and  Isis  is  an  invention  oi 
tlie  jjriertti?.  The  wlmle  system  of  their  mythology  is 
lii»stile  to  true  reli<^ion  and  the  adorers  of  idols  ore  the 
wnrnliipjiers  of  Satan-  -for  this  is  the  name  of  that  spirit 
ul'  evil,  antu<^oni:itie  to  the  true  God,  hitherto  repre^ 
»ente»l  t«»  us  under  the  title  of  Typlion. 

it  wniiKl  take  a  score  of  papyri  for  mc  to  convey  ti* 
you  ihe  course  of  divine  and  sage  instruction  bj  which 
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I  arriTed  at  that  clear,  laiiUDons,  and  joBt  notion  of  the 
Ijord  God  <^  heaven  and  earth,  which  I  now  hold;  the 
pOBBoseion  of  which  fills  laj  bouI  with  repoee,  my  mtel- 
lect  with  Batisfaction,  my  iieart  with  joy,  peace,  and  love 
to  Ood  and  man.  With  this  certain  knowledge  of  &e 
Almighty  that  has  entered  into  my  soul,  10  an  apprehen- 
sion  of  His  omnipresence,  His  truth,  holiness,  majes^^ 
and  benevolence ;  and  a  conscioneness  that  I  have  »• 
ceived  hia  Divine  Spirit,  which  last  is,  as  it  were,  a  wit- 
ness Tonchsafed  of  Himself  to  me.  By  the  light  of  this 
new  spirit  within  me  I  hehold  His  glory,  and  recognize 
that  He  is  my  Gk>d,  my  Creator,  my  Benefactor,  and 
Lawgiver.  I  feel  that  in  Him  I  live,  move,  and  have 
my  being,  and  that  besides  Him  there  is  no  God.  The 
realization  of  these  majestic  truths,  0  my  brother,  is  a 
BOiirce  to  me  of  the  protonndest  happiness.  Before  their 
light  the  dark  clouds  of  the  myths  of  Egypt  dissolve 
and  fade  away  forever  1 

When  I  speak  of  Him  I  find  new  langnage  rise  to  my 
lips :  when  I  write  of  Him  my  words  seem  to  clothe 
thciuselvea  with  sublimity  and  majesty.  Henceforth, 
liVc  tlie  holy  Prince  of  Uz,  I  am  a  worshipper  of  One 
God,  whose  name  is  the  Almighty,  and  the  Holy  One. 

To  Scpostria  I  have  written  of  these  great  things,  and 
to  you  also  I  vr'iW  send  a  treatise,  that  yon  may,  without 
nliHcuHty,  behold  His  unity  and  glory  as  they  were 
known  to  onr  fathers,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  be- 
fore the  false  worship  of  Egypt  corrupted  onr  hereditary 
faith.  With  this  knowledge,  O  Aaron,  onr  people,  even 
in  bondage,  are  superior  to  Pharaoh  on  his  throne. 
Your  affectionate  brother. 

UosB. 
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LETIEB   IV. 


SSMS8E8    TO    KIBIAK. 


TiBB,  Pranou. 

My  dear  sisteb  : 

I  BFX)KivED  your  letter,  written  to  me  from  Bo- 
bastis.  I  grieve  to  hear  that  King  Moerifl  is  iDcreaiiiig 
80  heavily  the  burdens  of  our  people,  as  to  drive  to  the 
fields,  and  to  tlie  new  lake  to  which  he  has  given  lui 
name,  all  who  were  servants  in  houses.  Unosed  to  toil 
imder  the  sun,  they  will  suffer  more  than  others.  I 
read  the  coi)y  of  the  edict  you  inclosed,  forbidding  the 
Egyptians  to  receive,  as  domestics,  any  of  the  Hebrew 
people,  that  so  all  miglit  be  driven  to  become  toilen 
in  the  field.  His  motive  is  evident.  He  ia  alarmed  it 
the  increase  of  the  Hebrews,  and  would  oppress  them, 
to  (lc:ith  by  thousands.  My  heart  bleeds  for  those  he 
has  sent  to  tlie  mines  in  the  Thebaid.  This  is  a  new 
fniture  in  the  Hebrew  bondage.  But  there  is  a  ja*t 
(rtnl  im  liigii,  O  my  sister  Miriam,  the  Holy  One,  whom 
our  11111101*8  wor&hipi)ed.  He  will  not  forget  his  people 
forever,  but  in  due  time  will  bring  them  ont  of  their 
bondage.  Has  not  Aaron,  our  learned  brother,  made 
known  to  you  the  words  of  tradition  that  are  cherisbed 
among  our  people, — that  they  are  to  serve  Pharsoh  a 
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certsia  nambei  of  years,  fortj-oae  of  wliicb  ato  yet  to 
come  ?  He  sent  me  the  copy  thereof,  wherein  T  find  it 
wntten,  as  the  declaration  of  Abraham  our  father,  that 
"  his  posterity  should  serve  Pharaoh  fotir  hundred 
yeare."  Aaron,  who,  since  I  left  Egypt,  hae  been  giv- 
ing all  bis  time  to  collecting  the  traditions  and  laws  of 
onr  fathers,  is  confident  that  ere  another  generation 
ehall  have  perished,  God  will  raise  up  a  deliverer  foi 
the  Bons  of  Jacob,  and  lead  them  forth  to  eoiue  new  and 
wonderful  land.  If  such  a  promise,  O  my  sister,  was 
given  by  the  Almighty,  He  will  redeem  it ;  for  He  is 
not  a  man  that  He  sltonld  lie  I  Let  ns  therefore  wait, 
and  hope,  and  pray  to  tliia  mighty  God  of  our  ancestors, 
to  remember  His  promise,  and  descend  from  Heaven 
with  a  fitrelched-out  arm  for  onr  deliverance.  I  rejoice 
to  hear  that  my  dear  mother  is  well,  also  ray  father. 
Commend  me  to  them  with  reverential  affection.  Aaron 
reads  to  you  my  letters,  and  you  will  have  learned  from 
them  bow  I  arrived  at  the  knowledge  of  the  trne  God, 
in  whom,  O  Miriam,  both  yon  and  he  believed,  while  I, 
considering  myself  an  Egyptian,  was  a  worehipper  of 
the  false  gods  of  Egypt  I  Yet,  lo  I  by  the  goodness  of 
the  true  God,  I  have  been  enabled,  at  the  feet  of  ilia 
sage  of  Uz,  to  airive  at  such  clear  conceptions  of  His 
glory,  and  majesty,  and  government  of  tlie  univprse,  as 
to  teach  even  you.  I  speak  lliis  not  boastmgly,  but 
with  gratitude  lo  Him  who  has  made  me  the  instrument 
of  iUuuiining  your  mind,  and  of  giving  you  greater  con- 
fidence and  trust  in  the  God,  who  is  the  God  of  Abrs- 
ham,  and  the  God  of  Iht-  Prince  of  Uz. 

I  hav(j  now  been  fivn  years  absent  from  Egypt,  and  my 
beort  ycains  for  my  bretluen  in  bondage.    I  fee)  ibat  it 
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18  not  becoming  in  me  to  remain  here,  at  ease  in  tin 
conrt  of  Sesostris ;  for  he  has  now  been  two  years  Ung, 
since  his  royal  mother's  death,  of  which  I  wrote  to  mj 
mother  at  the  time.     I  pant  to  make  known  to  tht 
elders  of  the  Ilcbrews,  the  clear  and  true  knowledge  of 
the  God  of  onr  fathers,  which  has  come  down  to  them 
im]>eifectly,  and  mingled  with  superstitions,  even  when 
it  is  not  corrupted  by  the  idolatry  of  Egypt.    I  wish  to 
learn  the  character  and  condition  of  my  brethren  in 
servitude,  whom   1  formerly  viewed   from  the  proud 
height  of  an  Egyptian  prince.    Now  I  feci  a  desire  to 
mingle  among  them,  to  know  them,  and  be  one  of  them. 
All  my  Egyptian  pride,  dear  sister,  is  long  since  gone, 
and  I  seek  daily  to  cultivate  that  spirit  of  meeknea, 
which  better  becomes  one,  who  is  of  a  race  of  bondmen. 
But,  my  sister,  rather  would  I  be  a  slave,  chained  at 
the  chariot-wheel  of  Pharaoh-Mooris,  with  my  present 
kn<.»wledgo  of  the  Holy  and  Almighty  One,^-compared 
with  which  all  the  wisdom  of  Egypt  is  foolishness, — than 
be  that  monarch  himself  with  his  ignorance  of  Him,  and 
his  worsliip  of  Osiris  and  Apis  I 

May  the  God  of  our  fathers,  by  whose  will  wo  are  in 
bonds,  in  His  own  time  send  us  deliverance,  to  whom 
be  glory  and  majesty,  and  dominion  and  power,  ii» 
iieaven  and  eartli,  to  the  end  of  ages. 

Most  affectionately,  yonr  younger  brother, 


IHKAEL    IN    BOSDXlilL 


LETTER   V. 


TO    ma  UOTSEB. 


Palios  of  Bbbostbib,  Kaia  or  Tikk 

Ur  IloTHEB,  OEVERSD  AND  LOTED: 

In  a  letter  written  s  few  daya  ago,  and  whicb 
went  by  a  voseel  that  was  to  tonch  at  Pelnainm  on  ita 
way  to  Carthage,  I  alluded  to  a  feeling  (whicb  has  been 
increasing  in  strengtli  for  many  montliB)  that  prompted 
me  to  visit  my  brethren  in  bonds  in  Egypt,  It  is  true, 
I  have  no  power,  I  am  but  one,  and  Mceris  woald, 
no  doubt,  gladly  seize  npon  rae  if  he  knew  I  was  in 
his  kingdom.  I  have,  however,  determined  to  yield  to 
the  desire ;  and  next  month  shall  sail  in  a  galley  that 
goea  to  Egypt  for  ebony  and  ivory.  Not  long,  tliere- 
fore,  after  you  receive  this  letter,  which  tlie  scholarly 
Aaron  will  read  to  you,  will  yon  embrace  your  younger 
and  long-absent  son.  It  is  expedient  that  I  go  unknown. 
I  wish  to  nbeerve  the  Hebrew  people,  witliout  awaken- 
ing suspicion,  as  lo  wlio  1  am.  Should  Mtsna  hear  of 
mo,  he  would  quickly  suspect  me  of  planning  evil 
against  him.  If  I  can  do  no  more,  I  can  carry  to  the 
elders  the  certainty  of  the  truth,  as  they  received  it,  bj 
tradition,  of  One  God,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  In- 
finite in  holiness,  and  Almighty  in  power.    From  the 
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holy  PHdco  of  Uz,  I  not  only  received  thia,  bnt  mnj 
other  things  of  wonderful  interest — ^which  he  seemed  to 
know  by  the  voice  of  God— concerning  the  creation  d 
the  world  in  six  days,  and  the  formation  of  man  and 
woman,  whom  he  placed  in  a  garden  of  beauty,  with 
doniiuion  over  all  things.     But  I  will  not  go  furtLer 
into  these  divine  and  wonderful  things,  at  this  time, 
O  my  mother,  as  I  shall  hereafter  read  to  you,  fium 
the  sacred  leaves,  the  narrative  of  the  acts  of  cret- 
tiou,  as  they  were  written  by  th\^  Prince  and  Prophet 
of  Uz:  to  whom,  before  all  men,  has  been  revealed 
the  truth  of  the  Most  Iligh,  and  the  mysteriea  whidi 
have   been  secret  from  eternity.    Lol    the  pages  oi 
tlie  book  of  his  patience  under  God's  trial  show,  that 
no  man  on  earth  ever  before  had  such  illumination  of 
diviue  light!     Such  language  as  that  of  hia  which  I 
have   written  in   the  book,   when  he  speaks  of  God, 
could  only  have  been  suggested  by  the  inspiration  of 
the  Almighty.     Ue  talks  of  God  as  if  he  had  sat  at 
Ilis  feet,  and   daily  beheld   His  glorious  majesty,  or 
heard  His  voice  shake  the  heavens.     Of  him  have  I 
learned  the  wisdom  of  the  past ;  and  there  wliispers  in 
my  heart,  O  mother,  a  solemn  voice,  which  bids  me 
hope  that  if  I  fear  God,  and  walk  uprightly,  and  seek 
II i^  face,  and  trust  hi  Uim,  Ue  will  also  draw  nigh  to 
mo,  unveil  His  glory,  and  speak  face  to  face  with  me, 
us  lie  hath  done  to  His  holy  servant,  the  Prince  of  Usl 
It  ^luiU  he  tlie  as])iration  of  my  heart,  to  be  received  iaU, 
lli(j  divine  favor  its  He  Inis  been,  and  made  the  recipient 
of  His  will,  and  of  His  laws  for  men !    Censure  me  not, 
— charge  nie  not  wiili  pride,  O  my  mother  I     lu  the 
spirit  of  meekness  and  lowliness  do  I  cherish  tliis  hope 
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The  path  to  the  ear  of  God,  and  to  Hia  favor,  tlie  Prince 
nf  Uz  hath  taught  me,  is  prayer.  On  bended  kneeB, 
therefore,  eeveu  times  a  day,  do  I  bow  in  supplication 
before  the  Holy  One  Almighty,  the  Lord  God  ot  Hosts ; 
and  more  and  more  do  I  feel  my  spirit  go  forth  Ui 
Him ;  and  daily,  the  infinite  distance  betwecu  earth  and 
HiB  throne  aeems  to  le&eenl  Nor  wil!  I  cease  to  pray 
to  Him,  O  mother,  until  I  bear  His  voice  in  my  eonl, 
and  feel  tlie  intimate  presence  of  His  Being  in  union 
with  my  own  1  Then  will  I  reach  the  height  of  humaruly, 
wliich  is  the  reunion  of  the  creature  with  the  Creator, 
the  restoration  in  his  soul  of  the  divine  image,  and  tlip 
reception  into  his  own  of  a  divine  and  immortal  life  I 

My  friend,  King  Scsoatris,  reluctantly  consents  to  my 
departure.  He  has  never  ceased  his  -affectionate  regard 
for  inc,  and  he  has  called  hie  beautiful  son,  now  four  years 
old,  Rcmeses — after  mo.  This  child,  I  love  as  if  he  were 
mine  own.  He  is  intelligent  and  full  of  affection,  and 
already  understands  tiiaf  I  am  about  to  go  away,  and 
sweetly  urges  mo  not  to  leave  him.  The  Queen  Tha- 
monda  has  prepared  many  gifts  for  you  and  my  sistor, 
whom  she  loves,  though  not  having  seen.  Here,  dear 
mother,  the  bondage  and  degradation  of  the  Hebrew  ii 
not  comprehended-  We  are  not,  in  their  eyes,  crown- 
Berfs,  We  are  but  a  Syrian  nation  held  in  captivity ; 
and  other  Dations  regard  as  with  sympathy,  and  have 
DO  share  in  the  contempt  and  scorn  with  which  we  are 
regarded  by  our  Egyptian  taskmasters. 

iBraclisia  the  Hebrew,  whom  Sesostris  brought  with 
him  five  years  ago  to  Tyre,  is  now  a  fine  young  man, 
and  assistant  secretary  to  his  royal  scribe.  All  lliat  our 
people  want,  my  mother,  is  to  be  placed  in  poeitioua 
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favorable  to  the  development  of  their  intellect,  mi 
thcv  will  rise,  side  by  Bide,  with  any  other  people  on 
earth.  If  we  wore  a  nation,  with  a  country  of  oar  own, 
we  would  give  laws  to  the  world. 

Farewell,  my  dear  mother.    In  a  few  days  joa  will 
embrace  me. 

Yonr  devoted  son, 

MIOSES. 


e 
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LETTEB   VI. 

""'*™'—  Dl  IQTTT  TO  BSB0S1XIB  IS  PBSnOU. 

TsxACinm-OiTT  o>  Wtt™. 

It  ifl  with  gratitade  to  G^  O  Beaoetris,  that  I  iO' 
form  yoa  of  m;  safe  arriral  in  Egypt,  after  a  perilona 
passage  acrose  the  eea.  Our  chief  pilot,  fiading,  after 
we  left  the  port  of  Tyre,  that  the  wind  was  fair  for  the 
mouth  of  the  Nile,  and  the  weather  seemitig  to  be 
:iettlcd,  signified  to  me  his  intentioD  to  leave  the 
coast,  and  boldly  steer  from  land  to  land.  Having  no 
knowledge  of  nautical  affairs,  I  neither  advised  nor 
objected,  leaving  liim  t<j  act  according  to  his  own  ex- 
penence  and  skill :  he  tlierefore  laid  the  conrse  of  the 
ship  as  nearly  straight  for  Pelusium,  as  he  could  ascer- 
tain it,  by  the  position  of  the  bud  at  qood. 

Before  night  we  wore  surroanded  by  8  horizon  ol 
A-ater,  and  this  being  the  first  time  since  I  had  lived  on 
the  eartli,  that  I  had  been  unable  to  behold  it,  the  sitnatioa 
was  wholly  novel,  not  only  to  me  bot  to  other  passen- 
gers,— some  of  whom  manifested  the  liveliest  fears,  lest 
we  should  no  more  behold  the  land.  My  mind  was  im 
pressed  by  the  sabtimity  and  vastnese  of  the  view;  and 
the  majestic  idea  of  eternity — boundless  and  infinite — 
tilled  my  soul.  It  seemed  as  if,  from  onr  deck,  I  oonld 
29 
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sorvej  the  universe  of  space,  for  there  was  notluog 
terrestrial  to  arrest  and  confine  the  eye. 

"Who,"  I  reflected,  "as  he  surveys  the  illimitaMe 
sky,  and  the  measureless  ocean  over  which  it  extendi* 
can  withhold  the  confession  that  there  is  One  God  onlj. 
fhe  Upholder  of  worlds  and  the  Governor  of  Ilia  cr» 
tion  ?    Who,  with  such  a  scene  before  him,  as  day  with 
its  splendor  and  vastness  of  space,  and  night  with  in 
stars  presented  above  the  sea,  could  give  the  gloiy  (4 
the  Almighty  to  another,  and  put  liia  trust  in  such  mytlv 
SLR  arc  the  gods  of  Egypt  and  the  deities  of  Phoenicia  I 
I  rejoice,  O  king,  that  you  have  listened  to  the  trathi 
it  was  my  happiness  to  unfold  to  yon,  and  that  in  your 
heart  you  acknowledge  and  secretly  adore  the  Almighty. 
May  the  time  soon  come  when  you  will  have  strength 
given  you,  from  Himself,  to  establish  His  holy  worehip 
in  your  domniions  I     A  king  is  God^s  representative  uu 
earth,  and  his  power  is  great;  and  if  he  exercise  it,-- 
not  like  the  Pliaraohs,  who  reign  as  if  they  were  goda, 
but — with  judgment,  and  fear,  and  humble  recognition 
of  the  Infinite  source  of  all  power,  tlien  He  who  is  King 
of  kings  and  Lnnl  of  lords,  will  bless  him  and  cause  him 
to  prosper.     When  a  king  acknowledges  that  his  pow« 
is  delegated,  and  that  he  must  be  accountable  for  its  oae 
or  abuse  Ut  his  God,  he  has  gained  the  highest  wisdom 
tliat  eailh  can  give!     Sock,  O  king,  that  wisdom! 

Pardon  mo,  my  dear  Sesostris,  for  presuming  to  teadi 
you.  I  am  diflidont  in  6i>eech  when  present  with  yon, 
but  you  perceive  I  am  bold,  perhaps  too  much  bO|  wImd 
away  from  you. 

We  continued,  for  three  days  and  nights,  saflxng  npoa 
Uie  flea,  without  a  sliore  in  view,  and  in  a  few  hoon 
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more  hoped  to  find  the  mouth  of  the  Nile ;  when  th« 
viad,  after  a  sudden  lull,  came  rouud  to  the  Bouth, 
the  air  was  darkeued  with  clouds,  and  night  came  on, 
envelopiug  oui*  ^hip  in  the  profoundest  gloum,  amid 
which  we  drove,  our  pilot  knew  not  whither !  It  waa  a 
night  of  painful  suspense.  The  seas  dashed  over  as; 
our  hanks  of  oars  were  brokeu  or  washed  away ;  and 
not  a  cubit's  breadth  of  sail  could  remain  on  the  mast, 
while  the  air  wa3  filled  with  sharp  aand,  blown  from 
the  Arabian  desert. 

The  passengers  and  crew  were  in  despair,  and  believ- 
ing that  every  succeeding  billow  would  go  over  us  and 
destroy  us,  tiiey  called  frantically  upon  their  gods !  The 
Syrian  cried  to  Herculea,  and  the  Sabiean  upon  the  sun 
and  npon  lire.  The  merchants  of  Tyre  prayed  to  Adonis 
and  lo,  the  Arabians  to  Arainon,  and  the  Egypfiaus 
vowed  libations  and  offerings  to  Apis,  Osiris,  and  Thoth. 
Our  pilot,  finding  all  hope  desert  him,  burnod  a  cako 
of  incense  to  the  deity  of  the  sea,  and  vowed  an  obla- 
tion to  all  the  gods  he  could  in  bis  extremity  call  to 
mind. 

Then  it  was,  0  Sesoatris,  that  I  felt  the  power  and  ex- 
cellency of  ray  faith  in  God  !  Then  did  the  folly,  the 
vanity,  and  degradation  of  the  religions  of  those  about 
me,  deeply  impress  me,  and  move  me  to  pity.  Calm, 
Berenc.  confident  in  tlie  Almighty,  who  holdeth  the  nea 
in  the  hollow  of  His  hand,  and  direclcth  the  stormy 
winds  and  tempests  of  the  skiea,  I  lifted  my  heart  and 
my  voice  to  Flim,  whom,  with  the  eye  of  instructed  in- 
telligence, T  beheld  seated  above  the  darkness  and  the 
whirlwind,  ill  the  ineffable  glory  and  pence  of  His  own 
heaven,  and  directing  all  things  by  Hia  will.    I  felt  tbst 
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tie  could  protect  and  defend  me,  and  thoee  who  nSed 
with  me ;  that  the  night  to  Ilim  was  aa  clear  aa  the  daj; 
and  that  even  I  was  not  too  insignificant  to  be  cared 
for  by  Him,  who,  in  His  love,  gave  voices  of  music  to 
the  little  birds,  who  painted  the  lily,  and  perfumed  the 
flower. 

"  O  Lord  God,  Hoi j  One,  the  Ahnighty,  who  art  the 
Creator  of  all  things,  if  I  have  fonnd  grace  in  Thy  eight, 
hear  my  humble  petition,  which  I  now  offer  before  Thee. 
Let  Thy  presence  be  here,  and  Thy  power;  save  us  who 
are  tossed  upon  the  great  sea,  and  who  have  no  hope  bnt 
in  Thee.  Tlicse  call  upon  their  idols,  but  I,  O  Lord  God, 
call  upon  TIicc,  the  God  of  our  fathers.  Guard  us  in 
our  danger,  and  bring  us  in  safety  to  our  haven!  For 
Thou  art  the  only  true  and  living  God,  and  besides  Thee 
there  is  no  God  I" 

All  the  ])cople  who  heard  my  voice,  aa  I  thus  in- 
voked the  Living  God,  and  saw  my  hands  outstretched 
heavenward,  turned  from  their  idols  and  amulets,  and 
ceased  their  prayers  and  cries,  to  hear  me.  The  light- 
nings flashed  about  us  in  a  continual  flame,  so  that 
the  ship  seemed  on  fire,  an<l  I  could  be  seen  by  alL 

Judge,  ()  Sesostris,  my  surprise,  when  instantly  the 
winds — which  at  tlie  first  word  of  my  prayer  softened— 
ceased  to  roar ;  the  waves  fell  level  with  tlie  sea ;  the 
clouds  i)arted  above  us,  and  revealing  a  bright  moon 
si  lining  do^m  from  the  starry  sky,  they  rolled,  on  all 
sides,  fciwiftly  away  towards  the  horizon. 

Tiiis  sudden  and  wondrous  change,  evidently  in  tq- 
ei)on6e  to  my  ])rayor,  as  a  proof  that  it  was  heard  by  the 
Ec'ir  to  wliich  I,  ill  tV.ir  and  hope,  addressed  it,  amawd 
me.     I"^  wai^  the  power  and  act  of  my  God  I    I  felt  it  to 
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fov  Ml,  and  lifting  up  my  e}-tM  nml  liande  to  the  olondlew 
ekira,  I  said — 

"Tliinc,  <>  Lord  Altiii^litj,  thine  be  the  praiee  and 
(llory ;  fur  llitm  art  ilie  lieiirvr  and  aiwwervr  ol  jiraycr, 
ttii>l  urt  loviri];  In  idl  Tliy  crviitiiroB.  Tliou  tiiut  ]H»wcr  in 
lioaTi-n  niid  mi  c-iirtli,  un<l  [in  tliu  broad  ueu,  nur  ia  any 
tliin;;  hid  tVoiii  Thci*.  I>.trkni.iM>  is  mi  durknuM  with 
Tlit'f,  mill  no  jiowcr  I'liri  n-biiit  iliiiiu!  lliariks  he  to 
Tlii-«-.(J  Lord  Gild  on  hi;,'li.  f-r  this  iiianilMtaii.m.if  Tliy 
]>rt-M-nc<-,  and  thin  runtinniition  nf  luy  faith.  I^it  thesi* 
i<l'>latci-s  liki-witto  ^lurily  Tlico.  for  wliocti'  saktta  Tliuu  hast 
aUndoiiotliis." 

Wlii-ii  I  <.-e:i^cd.  I  hclu'hl  a  i-mwd,  made  up  <if  all  na- 
H'lnR,  ]'roKirati-  around  nic.  T)ie  cajilain.  tiiniing  away 
from  hix  ^oil,  w:u<  hiiniinj;  inronse  lii-fore  me.  while  th« 
inv<it-ati>iiisi>filic  crew  and  )>aMsi>n<;iTSwi>relK!infri>fiercd 
^l  ni.-.  Wiih  horror  I  drow  hack  and  wavoil  tliom 
away,  payim;,  "  Ri.-io,  inon,  stand  upon  your  feet!  Nut 
oii'o  rii.-,  ni.t  imto  nil',  hni  unto  (ii«l,  the  tme  inrisihle 
Tn-at'ir.  fjive  thanks  and  praieo  for  your  iiiiehty  deliver- 
a  HOC '" 

I  ihrn  niade  known  to  thi'ni  the  mystery  ot  the  tnie 
It  "),  wlur-o  jHiwiT  ilii'V  and  I  had  witncN-^'d.  and  fx- 
>  ..".-il  them  to  turn  tV  'in  their  idolt),  ami  worship  Ilini 
y,  -;.ir;t  huiI  In  tru'li ;  for  that  lie  wit*!  their  Miiker,  and 
h,-i,i.>  Hini  iln-re  was  no  {J.hI.  Nevenliehs-.  hut  for 
mv  -'i-rn  aii;'er  a;::iin-i  it,  ilioT  wmld  have  Baeriticcd  a 
6hv.-p  to  ni.-.  ;i.-^  if  I  «vr.-  ll-rrnh'S 

In  it  fi-w  Inoir-  wi-  r.;nii.d   IVIusiiiin,  ntid  to  weapc 

thi-  ad!i!a'i..ii-  -.f  'in-  t ],'.,■  ou  >![(.re,  t.-  wlioin  the  crew 

iiiailf  kn.iwii  til!:,  mii-i.li-  --f  (J."!.  I  witiidrew  privati- 
ly,  and  woiit  lo  I!ul.a~;i.-.     .Vflir  vibiimg,  unknown  tc 
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them,  the  tens  of  thousands  of  my  brethren,  who  are  en- 
gaged in  extending  thi^  walls  of  that  place,  and  increu- 
ing  the  number  of  treasure-houses  therein,  I  took  hot! 
and  came  hither  secretly,  for  fear  that  Moeris,  if  he  knew 
me  to  be  in  Kgypt,  might  watch  my  movementSi  if  not 
banish  or  im])rison  me. 

I  have  now  been  several  days  in  the  bosom  of  m? 
family.  My  mother  and  father  are  well;  but  tbeyyand 
Miriam,  with  all  the  other  women  of  our  nation,  have 
tasks  of  weaving  put  u])on  them,  which  are  to  be  done 
each  day  before  they  are  permitted  to  sleep.  My  heart 
is  deeply  wounded  at  all  this.  On  every  side  I  behold  op- 
pression and  cruelty.  Daily,  scores  of  the  Hebrews  per- 
ish, and  their  dead  bodies  are  thrown  into  ditches,  dog 
for  the  purpose,  and  covered  with  earth.  Often,  the 
wretched  men  who  dig  them  are  the  first  to  occupy 
them,  for  the  work  goes  on  day  and  night.  An  edict 
has  boon  published  throughout  all  Egypt,  within  the 
past  mouth,  that  no  Egyptian  shall  assist  a  Hebrew ;  and 
that  no  Ih'bn'w  who  sinks  down  under  his  toil,  shall  be 
sutTeri'd  to  remain  upon  the  ground,  but  must  be  placed 
u[)on  his  feet  again,  and  driven  to  his  task,  until  he  sinks 
to  rise  no  more;  and  to  such,  neither  bread  nor  water 
shall  be  oflered,  that  they  may  die !  Such,  O  king,  is 
the  heart  of  this  Mceris! 

Yut,  witli  all  tlicse  extraordinary  measures,  inspired  by 
his  frar,  to  losscMi  the  number  of  the  Hebrews,  they  in- 
encase  in  tlie  most  iinpro(;(Mlcnt(*d  manner.  The  women 
bring  forth  without  niidwives,  and  are  put  to  no  incon- 
v«»nionc»^  whatsoever  afterwards.  Such  a  state  of  things 
alarms  tlie  Egy)»tian  king,  and  well  it  may;  for  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  direct  act  of  the  Divinity,  so  to  mnltiplj 
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the  people,  that  Egjpt  will  be  compelled  to  Ubcnto 
them,  uid  Bead  them  forth  to  find  a  couatrj  of  their 
own. 

Tltcre  ie  a  prophecy  which,  ob  1  aeaociate  more  with 
tlie  elilcra — who  arc  slow,  however,  to  give  me  their 
00  nil  1 1  once.  n.-(;firi)ing  me  xtill  as  an  Egyptian  in  feeling 
ami  prtjudicc!' — I  usciTtain  to  he  well  prcbcrvcd,  that, 
at  the  cud  of  almnt  four  hiindri'd  yeare  fmni  the  days  of 
Princ-f  Ahralmin,  liiBdoficendantiiiiliiill  come  out  of  E^rypt 
a  great  nation.  Tliir*  period  in  drawing  to  its  close.  Ood, 
who  can  driiver  from  tliv  Elonn,  can  deliver  from  the 
hand  of  Pharaoh  llioee  who  trust  in  Ilim,  and  call  for 
Qlii  Almighty  arm  to  aid  them. 

Hmmm,  norax  of  Aabok. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  my  dear  Scsoatria— for 
sufh  i»  the  familiar  title,  notwithstanding  the  present 
diffen^nce  in  niir  rank  niid  ]>i>s!ti<in.  that  ynn  condescend- 
mgly  permit  mo  to  make  iiko  nf  in  addressing  yon — 
fince  writing  the  fi>regi'iiig,  I  wiv.  I  have  heen  studying 
the  traditi-m!*  ot"  my  tiiiliim,  llif  Ilflircws  nf  old.  In 
them  I  have  fmuid  the  fi>!Ki\viiig  prophecies;  and  yoa 
will  oKiHTve  hi'w  cm^tideiitly  (i<"l,  the  Almighty,  is  rec- 
•'•gni/cil  tind  sjKiketi  <>f  as  the  une  trne  <tiMl: 

'*<liir  fiitliir  Ahram,  lln-  Syrian,  having  heen  horn  in 
thr  gr.-;it  kiii;rd"Tii  "f  Cliald.-a.  servdl  idi.te,  as  did  all 
(.liiiT  nii-n — tin-  kih-wli'.lL'<-  "f  the  one  (;<"!,  heing  yet 
vi'ili-d  under  ihe  miil'i[.;iei;y  ..f  g."l.-.  AKram,  hfing 
;nf*,  iiiid  i'"-scp-iii^'  !li..>e  virrmp  :nid  i-xi-elli-ncies  wliteh 
elevate  mtiti,  ii  pl.'iisid  ilu'  -vTie  gr.-ut  and  inighty  Gcd, 
only  and  true— ulm  made  all  :hiiii;s  in  lieavcn  uhovo,  in 
the  earth  beneath,  and  in  the  iii.'iu  that  arc  thereunder- 
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to  make  Ilimsclf  known  unto  him,  as  he  was  one  day 
uttering  a  prayer  to  the  sun.  Suddenly,  he  beheld  » 
hand  across  the  disk  of  the  sun,  and  the  earth  was  in- 
stantly covered  witli  night.  While  Abram  wondered 
and  trembled,  the  mighty  hand  was  removed,  and  the 
day  was  restored.  Then  came  a  voice  from  above  the 
Pun — 

*^  ^  O  man,  and  son  of  man  that  is  clay!  dost  thou  wor 
ship  the  creature,  and  know  not  the  Creator  I  I  am  the 
Creator  of  the  sun,  the  heavens,  the  earth,  and  man  upon 
the  earth  I  Worship  me,  who  alone  can  create  light, 
and  who  makcth  darkness!  I  am  Ood,  and  will  not 
give  my  glory  to  a  creature  !  Tlie  sun  is  bat  clay,  and 
thou,  O  man,  art  clay  also !  Give  me  thine  heart ;  wor 
ship  me,  the  Maker  both  of  thee  and  of  the  san  I' 

*^  Tlien  Abram  saw  the  hand  again  cover  and  extin- 
guish the  sun ;  but  lo,  instead  of  night,  the  universe  wai 
lighted  by  the  brightness  of  the  hand,  wliich  shone  with 
tlie  splendor  of  a  thousand  suns,  so  that  our  father  fell 
uj)on  his  face,  as  if  dead,  before  its  consuming  splendor 
When  he  rose  again,  the  sun  shone  as  before,  and  he 
fell  prostrate  upon  the  ground  and  said : 

" '  Lord  God  of  the  sun.  Creator  of  all  things,  what  i» 
man,  tliat  thou  displayest  thy  glory  and  revealest  thyself 
to  him  ?  I  am  as  a  worm  before  thee  I  Teach  mc  what 
tin  HI  wouldst  have  me  to  do  !' 

"Tlien  a  still,  small  voice  answered: 

"  '  Ariso,  go  forth  from  this  Chuldea,  thy  country,  ontn 
a  land  flowiii<:  with  milk  and  honev,  which  I  will  show 
thee ;  and  there  [  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation, 
who  shall  bear  thv  name ;  for  I  will  make  thv  name 
great,  and  a  blessing  to  all  men ;  and  those  who  blea 
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tliee  I  will  bicse,  and  those  wlrn  curse  tbee,  I  will  cniBe; 
mad  in  thee  ehall  all  tlio  fuinilics  of  the  earth  he 
hleesed !' " 

Tliia  rcmurkalilc  tradition  then  goes  on  to  say,  O  S«- 
toRtrid,  that  the  Chaldean  hatitoiied  to  ol>ey  God,  and 
i;i>ing  into  the  city  of  Uaran,  when.-,  he  dwelt,  gathered 
hiti  biibtilancc,  and  toitk  hid  wife,  aiid  nephew,  and  all 
hie  ^^Tvunts,  and  departed  from  the  land — being  then 
fivc-and-flcveiitj  years  old.  By  a  sign,  the  Lord  God 
went  hcfirre  him  through  many  landti,  until  ho  croeaed 
over  the  river  of  the  king  of  Sodoni  into  Paleetiue, 
when  the  Ahni^hty,  taking  him  into  a  high  mountain, 
sliowed  hiu]  all  ttie  land,  from  the  lake  and  fair  valley  ol 
(Jrimorrah  and  Stidnm  to  the  great  eea  weetward,  and 
fmm  Libunue  on  tlie  north  to  the  desert  of  Arabia  on 
tlie  i!i>ut)i,  saying: 

'• '  Lift  up  iiiiw  thine  eye*,  and  I(M>k  from  the  place 
when- thou  art,  imrthward  and  HoulhwanI,  and  eastward 
and  wt-stwarl.  for  all  the  land  which  thou  seest,  to  the« 
will  I  giv,'  ir  and  lo  shy  seed  after  thee!  Arise,  walk 
tliP'Ugh  tlx'  hind,  ill  the  h>iigtli  i>f  it  uitil  in  the  breadth 
.if  i:.  fur  I  will  givi-  it  to  thee;  for  the  whole  earth  is 
vuur  '.'  " 

"Ni^rht  f.-ll  upi.ri  tlmm  while  they  lo.ikpd  fn.m  the 
iii...iii:aiii.  undflu'  L.r.UJ-.dwiid  !..  ^ur  father:  '  L.>.* 
*;  -w  tfwanif  h.-avi-ii.  and  ii-ll  ilie  stam  if  ih-m  art  able 
t.«  nuinlifriliciii.  So  r-hsdl  thy  piisloriiy  \»\  Tint  know 
Ihon.'  Kiid  th.-  L..r.l  :.■  Iiim.  thai  tli.>u'ai><l  thy  ^..u,  and 
fhy  B'lii'ri  poll  sliiil!  Ill-  fTnTip-rs  in  'hii-;  lainl,  and  thy 
rteed  uftor  ih.-c  ^Iciil  :t!,.,  lu-  sT:iTig.r>.  in  the  land  »haJ- 
.■wing  with  wiiig^,  a:iil  ^liidl  >i-iai-  i;s  kingt;,  and  they 
hliiilafflii-t  thee  f  mr  hnndrfd  yeais  ;  liui  grieve  not,  lor 
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the  nation  wlimn  they  Ahall  serve  will  I  judge,  and  aftir- 
wards  shall  tliy  posti^ity  come  out  of  that  land  a  migbr? 
people,  wirli  threat  8ii1)istancc ;  and  he  whom  I  will  rwm 
up  as  their  deliverer*  shall  lead  them  nnto  this  land^aad 
they  shall  enter  in  and  possess  it,  and  shall  become  • 
irroat  people,  and  be  in  nnniHer  as  the  aanfla  of  the  fee 
Bhore,  and  as  the  dust  for  multitude/  ^* 

Tlien  Abram  believed  God.  Wc,  O  Scsoetria,  are  hii 
]u»fiteriry.  Are  wo  not  as  the  stars  of  heaven  in  niua- 
ber,  aiid  as  the  sands  of  the  shore  t  The  four  hundred 
years  are  drawing  to  a  close.  Will  not  He  who  Im 
brought  about  tho  fulfilment  of  one  part  of  Hin  pmfi^ 
e<^y,  a<*coni]dish  alsf^  the  other  f  Tlicrcforc  do  I  k^ 
with  hope  to  our  release,  ere  another  generation  pasa 
nwav.  Who  shall  livt*  ro  Itoliold  ii  ?  Wlm  ^hall  h^v 
Vdos-iO'l  a>  to  srr  rliis  dt-liverer  that  is  to  Ioa«I  ihemtVi 
to  the  pn)niiMMl  land?  I  may  not  live  to  m*o  !ha:  dij 
ot'  j*»yt*iil  drlivrnt'n-t* !  Perhaj>s  thy  s<»n  Remese*  miy 
bt'hnjcl  i:.  That  !:iiic|.  arcordiii;;  to  our  tniditi<'»n,  is  Fil- 
os:i:i('.  t!:riiii;.^li  wiiich  I  journeyed  when  I  visited  if 
riiin^.  vi^ilih*  ah'»vf  and  beneath  the  Lake  of  Bitnmca: 
nt'ar  Mhich.  also,  i  bthold  that  extraordinarv  statue  cf  a 
ihcru^tt'd  wmnan.  on  whom  the  shower  of  salt  fell  OBSfl 
ir  hat  I  nicaM'd  hor  alive,  and  transtixed  her  to  the  fpot. 
u>  if  hi'wn  from  a  column  of  salt.  Tlie  |)eople  nf  ibtf 
rrgion  iutormi'tl  me,  that  ^he  was  a  niece  of  Priafll 
Abram,  overiakcii  in  hiT  flight,  when  the  five  eilie*  sf 
the  pl.iiii  wiTi.'  oveitiirowu  by  fire  from  heaven.  Hov 
boauMiu!  i-  ill!  that  I.iml  of  Palestine  I  It  is  likea{l^ 
din  for  fiTtiiity.  and  i^  liilrd  with  populous  citiofti  aii 
a  ciiltivattMl  ami  warlike  people.  I  al^o  vi>ited  tlMcilT 
of  .Silem.  where,  ancienily.  King  Meld        ee«tbe 
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Bage,  and  friend  of  God  and  of  Abrara,  dwelt.  It  is  now 
but  a  rock  covered  with  fortresses  and  the  treaanre-city 
of  the  land.  Is  this  land  yet  to  be  given  by  God  to  our 
people?  Is  it,  indeed,  already  ours  by  the  title  of  God 
to  our  Abram,  only  waiting  for  ob  to  go  up  and  poBseBB 
it  ?  We  are  then  not  without  a  country,  though  in  bond- 
age. This  idea  elevates  my  heart ;  and  I  have  songht  to 
ronse  the  dormant  feelings  and  hopes  of  our  elders  and 
people,  with  the  faith  that  our  nation  has  a  coontiy  re- 
served for  UB,  by  the  God  of  oar  fathers. 

Bat  they  shake  their  heads.  They  have  bo  long  sat 
in  the  dnst  of  despair,  that  tliey  have  ceased  to  hope. 
Still,  my  brother  Aaron  and  I  everywhere  try  to  lift,  up 
their  feeble  hearts,  and  to  encourage  them  with  the 
bright  future.     But  one  of  the  old  men  answered — 

"Thou  sayest  that  it  is  a  land  tilled  witli  a  warlike 
people ;  that  thoy  are  the  descendants  of  the  old  Phoe- 
nician shepherd-kinga,  who  once  conquered  Egypt. 
How,  O  son  of  Pliaraoh'a  daughter,"  he  added,  giving 
me  this  appellation  in  his  anger,  "liow  can  we  flebrcws, 
who  know  not  an  arrow  from  a  lance,  or  a  epear  from 
a  bow,  who  are  cnisbed  in  spirit  and  dwarfed  by  toil, 
bow  are  wc  to  comjuer  such  a  land,  even  if  the  Qod  of 
our  fathers  has  given  it  to  us)" 

"  Does  not  this  foreign  land  of  which  the  etrauger 
nebrcw  speaks,"  arose  and  said  another,  by  the  name  of 
Uri, — whose  son  is  the  most  skilful  in  Egypt  in  devis 
ing  curious  works  in  gold,  and  in  silver,  and  in  precioua 
stones,  liavirg  served  with  the  queen's  rv>yal  artificer, — 
"does  it  not  lie  beyond  Arabia,  and  fire  there  not  mauy 
uid  strong  kings  in  the  way,  the  ai'mics  of  Edom,  of  the 
BittiteSgOf  the  PhilistineB.  and  of  tlie  bods  of  labmaelt 
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Even  thonjrli  Phjiraoli  were  to  bid  us  begone  to-ii  rrt 
to  the  new  country  of  our  God  that  we  bna^t  «»f.  o 
we  traver>e  the  desert,  or  do  battle  with  the  nati'  'II^  '\ 
way,  much  more  conquer  the  warlike  {Kx»{»le  w;.-« :. 
it  I     Listen  not  to  this  Egyptian- Hebrew,  wh-*  d-u':'. 
ivould  temjjt  !iB  to  leave  Egypt,  tliat  we  n:;iy  \- 
.-*t roved  by  the  warlike  people,  wlio  will   dirj  ■-tr 
inarch.     Doubtless,  Pharaoh,  his  former  frii-:.':.  :.: 
sent  him  to  talk  with  us  that  he  mi^'ht  tlit- n.1  v  .;* 
pet  rid  of  us,  or  seek  occasion  to  dci-tniy  us  ii.  s  ':  <; 

TliuB,  my  dear  Sesr^stris,  were  my  w.«r*i?  T.t 
ajrainst  me.  Yet  I  will  not  fear,  but  tJiall  -r^- 
strive  to  influence  my  bretliren,  and  ]»or^uado  li.fz: 
hx>k  forward  with  hope,  to  deliverance  by  the  an 
Gi»d. 

Farewell,  SesostrisI  May  the  Alniiplity  ffivo  j 
His  ilivine  Piiirit,  and  till  vou  with  wisili>m  ar.  J  '  : 
mont,  that  y«»u  may  lioimr  Ilim  as  King  --f  ki'-j^,  i' 
nih' V'lur  jM-oplr  mcrcilully  and  pnisjH?ri»i;s!y.  T  ''■ 
belovi'd  <juirn.  Tlianionda,  I  send  the  Tn«^st  ni"?>-:- 
srreeTiuir^^ ;  arid  tliank  her  from  mv  heart  f-^r  ir.\.'z 
v«»ur  ilauirhtrr  the  dear  ainl  honored  nan:e.  "  A::.**-* 
May  The  virtues  i^t'  ttie  pure  Queen  **{  Kgy]'*  *-  — i: 
iVrreil  to  lii-r;  but  m-jy  her  lite  be  far  hajtj'it-r  !  T  : 
ri:iTnes:ik«*.  the  l>riirht  and  beautiful  I{4Mni-M--i.  pir-  r 
.•.filial  aH'eetic'n.  Tell  him  that  I  hopo,  wl:eT:  :.i^ -^ 
'>!'  a  man.  and  like  other  princes,  visit  Eiryj«t,  :.v  » 
I'i'T  t;T:d  the  llrbrew  natinu  there  in  bi»nd;viro.  aL'i  "j 
it'  ill-  iiiijuires  af^er  the  people  of  liis  father"*  hiTi: 
friend,  he  will  be  answertMl — 

•'llieir  (t.mI.  wirli  a  mighty  hand  and  an  ont*awlN 
arm.  led  them  forth  ti>  a  land  i^ven  to  tbem  U^  i 
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inheriliiiice,  where  the;  doit  dwell,  free  and  happy  t" 
Ah,  ScBcvtris,  sliall  this  dream  of  hope  thus  be  realized  t 
Tell  Itcmeeoe  to  la;  a  bunch  of  flowers  for  me  upon  the 
tomb  of  Qacoii  Fpi]>hia,  wIiobo  memory  and  kiadneaa  I 
ahall  ever  chcriati  deep  in  my  heart. 

I  once  more  write,  iarewell. 

Rbmeres. 
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LETTER  Vll. 

AARmf  TO  KDTO  BDOnU* 


Ort  ov  Baamoil  Inn* 


To  SiBOflTBiB,  Enre  of  Ttbi,  Aabov  tbm  Hsbuw,  « 

Pabdok,  O  king,  thy  eeryant,  for  addreflBmg 
epistle  to  thee ;  bnt  when  thoa  art  informed  of  the 
Bon  which  has  led  me  to  take  this  liberty,  thou  wilt,  1 
feci,  acquit  me  of  too  great  boldness. 

Enow,  O  King  Sesostris,  that  mj  brother,  thj  bdofed 
friend,  who  wrote  the  letter  which  I  send  to  thee  wiA 
this  epistle  (and  which  he  himself  would  have  forwarded, 
but  for  wliat  I  am  about  to  relate),  has  fled  from  Egypt, 
pursued  by  the  vindictive  power  of  Pharaoh.  I  will,  ■ 
briefly  as  I  can,  make  known  to  thee  the  painful  eb* 
cumstances  which  led  to  this  result 

The  morning  after  he  had  completed  his  letter  to  thee, 
0  king,  he  said  to  me,  ^'  I  will  go  forth  and  eee  mj 
brethren  who  are  at  work  on  Lake  Moeris,  that  I  maj 
talk  also  with  the  old  and  young  men,  and  inspire  their 
heavy  liearts  with  hope.''  So  he  departed,  and,  croniug 
the  river,  dit^guised  as  an  Egyptian, — ^for  no  Hebrew 
dare  now  be  seen  walking  alone  for  fear  of  being  chal- 
lenged by  the  8i.>ldiers,  who  garrison  all  the  eoontrj, 
and  stand  piard  at  every  comer,  and  at  ereij  gater* 


he  came  to  the  shoreu  of  I>ake  Ameu&e,  the  beaa^  of 
which,  witii  its  gai'don  mid  palace-lin&d  Bbores,  bo  much 
pleaeed  thee,  O  king,  wlien,  five  years  ago,  thou  wast  in 
Egypt.  There  he  saw  Kitjg  Mceris  clothed  in  scarlet, 
&  chain  C'f  gold  across  his  breast,  standing  in  hia  chariot, 
as  he  alowly  drove  aronnd  the  lake,  giving  directions  to 
the  chief  captains  over  the  works.  My  brother  wa- 
not  recognized  by  him,  however,  and  went  on  hie  way, 
observing  the  severe  labors  of  hia  brethren.  In  the  two 
hours  that  he  was  there,  he  saw  three  atrong  men  lie 
down  in  the  foul  water  and  die  I  At  length,  coming  to 
a  place  where  several  young  and  old  men  were  working 
together,  lie  beheld  sncli  cruelty  exercised  upon  them, 
tliat  be  groaned  in  spirit,  and  prayed  the  Almighty  to 
shorten  the  days  of  the  four  hundred  years,  and  come  to 
their  deliverance.  Unable  longer  to  bel  old  suficrings 
that  be  could  not  relieve,  be  walked  sadly  away,  deeply 
meditating  upon  the  mysterious  providence  of  the  Al- 
mighty, in  Hie  dealings  with  tiie  seed  of  His  servant 
Abraham.  After  a  liitle  time  he  found  liimself  in  a 
narrow,  aand-drifted  lane,  between  two  walls,  when  he 
was  suddenly  aroused  from  his  reflections  by  s  cry  of 
pain,  accompanied  by  sharp  blows  with  a  stick.  Ho 
looked  up,  and  spied  an  Egyptian  taskmaster  dragging 
by  the  hair  Izhur,  a  youtli  whom  be  greatly  loved. 
The  Egyptian  had  pursued  him,  as  he  fled  up  the  lane 
from  his  blows,  and  was  now  plainly  intent,  in  his  great 
wratli,  upon  putting  him  to  death. 

My  brother,  indignant  and  grieved,  commanded  him 
in  a  tone  of  authority  to  release  him;  whereupon  the 
Egyptian,  cursing  him  by  his  gods,  drew  bis  knife  from 
ita  aheath  and  would  in  revenge  have  driven  it  into  tlie 
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heart  of  Izhur,  when  Moses  caught  his  arm,  and  bade 
the  young  man  fly.  The  Egyptian,  thereupon,  wodU 
have  slain  my  brother,  who,  looking  this  way  and  tha; 
and  seeing  they  were  alone,  struck  him  to  the  eaith 
with  one  blow  of  his  hand,  in  the  name  of  the  God  of 
Abraham,  the  Avenger  of  his  people,  so  that  he  died  oo 
tlie  spot  I  He  then  hid  the  body  in  the  sand,  and  n- 
turned  home,  where  he  made  known  to  me  whit  1m 
had  done. 

''  Surely,"  I  said,  in  amazement,  ^'  thou  art  the  fint 
Hebrew,  my  brother,  who  hath  slain  an  Egyptian.  A 
divine  motion  must  have  moved  thee !  Penidventnre  it 
is  by  thy  arm  that  he  will  yet  deliver  his  people  I" 

Tliercupon  my  brother,  with  his  characteristic  mod- 
esty, said^ — 

'^Not  mine  I  not  mine,  my  brother  I  Breathe  into 
my  heart  no  such  ambitious  pride  I  Yet  I  felt  moved 
and  animated  by  Ood  to  do  this.  Therefore  do  I  jnstifj 
the  act  to  man  and  my  own  conscience." 

The  next  day,  my  brother  visited  the  lake  again,  in- 
tending to  make  its  circuit,  and  see  certiun  elders  to 
whom  he  wislicd  to  make  himself  known, — men  wiae 
and  good,  who  were  superintending  tlie  work  of  othen 
of  their  own  people.  On  liis  way  he  perceived  two 
Ilebrewe  striving  together,  and  as  he  came  up,  one  of 
tlieni  struck  the  other  with  his  working  tool,  so  that  he 
staggered  from  the  blow. 

"  Sirs,  ve  are  brethren,'*  he  said ;  **  why  do  ye  strivto 
together,  seeing  ye  are  brethren!" — and  then  added, 
sternly  and  sorrowfully,  to  the  one  who  had  struck  the 
blow — 

^^  Friend,  why  hast  thou  done  this  wrong  t   He  whom 
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tboQ  hast  Btricken  is  a  Hebrew.  Do  not  yoar  tafbiitaii' 
tere  beat  yon  enough,  that  yon  moat  etriJte  each  other?" 

Wliereupon  the  man  who  did  the  injnry  to  hia  fellow, 
said  tiercely,  looking  narrowly  upon  my  brother — 

"Thou  art  Remcses,  the  Hebrew  'bod  of  Pharaoh's 
daughter  I'  I  remember  thee.  Dost  thou  think  that 
thou  art  etill  a  Prince  of  Egypt  1  Mceris  is  now  oar 
king.  Who  hath  made  th^  prince  and  judge  over  ns? 
Thou  forgelteet  that  thou  art  now  a  slave,  like  the  rest  of 
OB.  lutendest  thou  to  kill  me  aa  thou  killedst  the  Egyp- 
tian  yesterday!" 

No  sooner  had  the  man  thua  spoken,  than  Moees, 
alarmed,  perceived  that  the  thing  was  known,  and  be- 
holding the  cyea  of  the  Egyptian  officers,  and  many  of 
the  IlehrewB  fastened  upon  him,  he  hastened  to  escape, 
for  he  beheld  several  men  run  to  a  high  officer  of  the 
king,  as  if  with  the  news,  who  at  once  drove  rapidly 
away  in  hie  chariot,  probably  seeking  MoBris,  whom  my 
brother  knew  to  be  not  far  off,  enperintending  tho 
placing  of  a  statue  of  Horns  upon  a  new  terrace.  Sev- 
eral Hebrews  wonld  have  interposed  to  arrest  Moses, 
wheii  ihey  heard  who  he  was,  for  they  look  upon  him 
more  as  an  Egyptian  than  b&  one  of  their  brethren.  But 
he  succeeded  in  retiring  unharmed,  and  at  once  hastened 
to  rocross  the  Nile.  Wlien  he  had  told  ua  that  what  he 
had  done  to  the  Eg_\'pt!an  was  known,  and  that  he  was 
recognized,  and  thai  Mooris  would  surely  hear  of  it,  his 
mother  and  I  advised  his  immediate  flight. 

He  said  that  he  had  no  donbt  the  king  would  seek  hii 

deBtractloD,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  cautione  and  consnlt 

bis  own  preservation.    ■'  But,"  he  added,  "1  do  not  fear 

the  wrath  of  Pharaoh  bo  far  that,  were  I  in  his  power,  I 
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would  either  deny,  excuse,  or  ask  pardon  for  my  act 
What  I  have  done  I  will  juBtify.  The  oi>prcuor  de- 
served to  die !  And  so,  one  day,  will  God,  by  the  luuiJ 
of  a  Hebrew,  slay  Pharaoh  and  all  his  hosts !''  Thii 
was  spoken  with  the  light  of  prophecy  in  his  noble  face, 
as  if  his  words  wore  inspiration.  When  Auiram,  iiif 
father,  came  in,  and  heard  all,  he  said — 

^^  Tlie  Ood  of  Jacob  be  glorified !  There  is  one  nun 
In  Israel  to  whom  He  has  given  courage  to  smite  the 
oppressor  of  his  people  I  Fly,  my  sou  I  Fly  not  for 
fear,  for  thou  art  a  brave  man  and  hast  been  a  tried 
soldier ;  but  fly  to  preserve  a  life  which  my  spirit  telli 
me  will  yet  be  dear  to  our  peo})Ie !" 

"  My  father,"  said  Moses  sorrowfully,  "  I  believed 
that  my  brethren  would  understand  that  God  was  with 
me,  and  would  acknowledge  mo  as  sent  to  be  their 
friend,  instead  of  joining  the  Egyptians  against  me!  I 
will  fly !  Mceris  would  rejoice  to  hold  me  in  his  power! 
But  with  the  hope,  that  even  in  a  foreign  land  I  uisT 
serve  my  people,  at  Icjust  by  prayer  and  snjiplicatiun 
to  God  for  them,  I  will  kee}>  my  life  out  of  Pharaoh*! 
hand." 

In  the  garb  of  an  Egyptian,  with  a  store  of  provisioni, 
.'ind  taking  gr»ld  in  his  purse,  my  brother  embraced  in 
lil^  and  departed  from  the  house,  my  mother  weeping 
and  saying — 

''  A  second  time  have  I  given  up  my  son  from  the 
:'*word  of  Pharaoh, — once  to  tlie  waters  and  now  to  the 
desert  sands!" 

"  An«l  the  waters,  O  woman,"  said  my  fathci,  "gavf 
him  t(»  ])(*  a  prince  of  Egypt,  anil  from  the  sands  of  Uic 
desert  (jod  can  call  him  to  be  king  over  Israeli" 
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1  looked  into  my  venerable  fatlier'fi  face,  for  often  of 
Jate  years  he  is  gifted  ^ritli  pro^^hetic  inepiratioDft,  and  I 
8aw  that  his  aged  eyes  shone  with  a  supernatural  lustre. 
My  orother  returned  n  i'ew  eteps,  again  embraced  hta 
mother,  bowed  his  head  before  his  falLer  for  his  blessing, 
arose,  and  went  on  his  way  eastward.  I  accompanied 
liim  for  an  hoar,  when  tenderly  embracing  we  parted — 
he  taking  the  way  towards  Midian.  Bu-el  Jethro,  the 
lord  of  that  country,  O  king,  which  was  settled  by 
Midian,  son  of  Abram,  by  Ketnrah,  thou  didst  meet  at 
tbo  table  of  thy  friend  "  Remeses,"  when  thou  wast  Id 
Egypt,  at  which  time,  thou  mayst  remember,  he  invited 
my  brother  to  visit  Iiis  fcingdnin  in  Arabia. 

It  was  well  for  Jlosea  that  he  so  thoroughly  knew 
the  character  of  King  Mteria;  for  when  I  returned,  I 
learned  from  my  mother,  that  a  party  of  soldiers  had 
been  sent  by  Pharaoh  to  seize  him.  Another  hour,  and 
he  would  have  fallen  into  his  hand. 

At  my  mother's  request,  O  king,  I  have  written  the 
foregoing,  and  now  inclose  his  letter  to  you.  I  had  no 
sooner  entertd  my  house,  than  I  saw  my  parents  and 
Bister  preparing  to  fly  from  the  king,  fearing  his  ven- 
geance when  he  should  leani  of  the  escape  of  Mpbcs  I 
Not  that  Pharaoh  cared  for  the  life  of  tlie  slain  Egy^v 
tian,  but  he  would  gladly  seize  upon  the  occasion,  aa  a 
pretext  to  destroy  his  former  rival. 

May  God  long  preserve  thy  life,  O  king. 

Written  in  Egypt  by  tliy  servant, 

AaBOH  TBS  USBKKW. 
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LETTEB   I. 

Palaoi  of  Pkabaob^  Lia 

Mt  dsab  Father  and  Knvo : 

It  18  with  emotioDB  of  no  ordinaiy  kind,  that  1 
find  myself  amid  the  Bconcs  familiar  to  yonr  eyeSi  whea 
forty-eix  years  ago,  a  young  man,  yon  yisited  Egypt 
Every  object  upon  which  I  gaze  is  invested  with  new 
interest  as  I  reflect — ^'  And  this  my  father  also  aaw.  On 
this  pylon  lie  has  stood  and  surveyed  the  landscape; 
and  along  tlicse  corridors,  his  feet  have  awakened  dit 
echoes  wliich  respond  to  mine." 

Tlie  letters  wliicli  yon  wrote  from  Egypt,  daring  iht 
reign  of  the  wise  Queen  Amense,  addressed  to  my  royal 
grandniotlicr,  and  which  are  now  in  my  possession,  eariy 
tUniiliarizod  mv  mind  with  this  wonderfal  land ;  and  I 
recognize  every  phice  of  interest,  from  your  dcscriptioiia^ 

Tliere  are,  Iiowever,  some  changes.  Pharaoh-Moeris, 
who  has  been  long  dead,  and  his  son  Meiphra-TliothmeSi 
Tliothineses  his  grandson,  and  Thothmeses  lY.,  the  pre^ 
ent  king,  all  inaugurated  their  reigns  by  laying  the 
foundations  of  ten)))l('i<,  palaces,  and  pyramids;  whilt 


»  of  uthenhar»  been  repaired.  Hosmnrtored 
ient  temple  of  Iliotli,  in  the  bland  of  Blwda, 
Prioce  Bemeeee  wea  hidden  three  montha,  and 

other  temples  in  Egypt.  Hia  reign,  tiumg^ 
eel,  was  diatingoiahed  by  improTement  in  arti| 
>n,  in  aatroDomy,  arcliitectare,  and  anna.  Hie 
d  ia  an  imposing  one,  and  aingolarly  pre-emiMD^ 
ing  an  obelisk  at  each  angle.    Hia  lake,  hov* 

thia  Pharaoh's  greatest  monoment,  if  I  maj  m 

lake  was  began  by  former  prinoea,  and  enlarged 
en  Amenae,  in  order  to  reeeiTe  the  aniplna  watan 
iile,  when  the  inandatious,  as  sometimes  hiypan, 
A  overflow  the  fielda  after  the  com  is  np.  Tbm 
>weTer,  was  Dot  large  enon^  wholly  to  eorreet 
1,  and  King  Mceria  still  farther  enlaiged  it,  hj 
of  the  serricee  of  the  Hebrews,  three  hnodnd 
4  of  whom,  it  is  said,  perished  in  the  worit,  b^ 
vaa  completed.  It  ia  ample  enongh  in  bnadtli 
pth  to  contain  the  excess  of  the  Nile.  One  ft 
iders  of  the  world,  it  ia  only  paralleled  in  grao- 
■  the  pyramids.     In  the  midst  of  thia  magnifiottal 

aea — for  ancb  it  seems — arise  two  pyramidi^ 
«  aammit  of  each  of  which,  three  hondred  and 
et  in  the  ur,  Btanda  upon  a  throne,  shaped  like  ■ 

a  etatue,  one  being  that  of  Thoth,  the  other  <C 
DpoD  the  former  is  inscribed — 
I  god  prospered ;"  oo  the  other,  "  Pharaoh  boHd- 
teneath  dm  inscription  is  written — 
I  lake  is  three  liundred  and  forty  mile*  in  eirooiB- 
,  and  oue  linndrcd  and  fifty  feet  in  depth.  Within 
tds  it  can  contain  all  the  riTen  of  the  enth." 
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This  sublime  work^  my  dear  f ather,  has  upon  the  eist 
side  a  caual  ciglity  feet  broad,  and  four  leagues  in 
length.     At  its  eutrauce  are  seated  two  colossi,  figum 
of  Apis  and  AInevis ;  uud  ulong  its  shores  are  doable 
rows  of  trees,  bordering  a  terrace,  upon  which  face  pal- 
aces, villas,  tcmi)les,  gardens,  and  squares.     At  the  Nile 
termination  stands  a  single  colossus,  representing  the 
god  NiluB.     He  is  astride  the  canal,  his  feet  upon  the 
bases  of  })yramids,  and  beneath  him  are  great  flood- 
gates, that  let  in  or  exclude  the  waters  of  the  river.    On 
the   south  of  the  lake,  u])on  a  plain  of  sand,  Mceris 
erected  a  vast  temple  to  Scrapis,  dedicated  it  with  greit 
pomp,  and  inclosed  it  by  gardens  a  mile  square,  the 
earth  of   which  was  carried   by  Hebrews  in  baskets, 
from  the  excavations  of  the  lake.     He  commenced  a 
noble  avenue  of  sphinxes,  leading  from  the  lake  to  the 
temple,  and   which   has   been   recently   completed  by 
Thothmcscs  IV.,  who  last  week  invited  me  to  be  prea^ 
ent  at  its  inau^niration.     It  was  a  magnificent  spectacle, 
first  the  prorc^ssion  of  prirsts  and  soldiers,  nobles  tad 
citizens,  with  the  kinir  and  his  court,  in  a  thousand  gal- 
leys, sailiiiir  across  the  lake;  then  the  landing  at  the 
majestic  pylon,  the  march  of  the  procession  for  a  mile 
betwcfMi  the  double  row  of  sphinxes,  the  mighty  temple 
tcrminatintr  IIh*  vista,  and  the  solemn  invocations, liba- 
tions, and  sacrifi<N's  iH'foro  the  god. 

I  marvel,  my  d<'ar  father,  at  such  splendor  having  no 
other  ()]»jeet  than  a  blaek  bull;  such  glory  leading  to 
an  en^liriiietl  brute.  iM^foro  whom  all  this  magnificencef 
power,  and  rank  fall  pnistrato,  as  to  God!  Happy  am 
I,  <)  my  \vis«*  and  good  father,  to  have  been  early  in- 
structed in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God.     I  pitj  while 
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I  admire  what  I  see  in  Egypt  TUi  kbg  is  an  int(^- 
g«nt  man,  and  I  often  feel  like  saying  to  bitn,  **  O  king, 
doat  thoa  believe  in  thy  heart  that  this  bnll  ia  Ood  V 

The  ihorea  of  this  vast  artificial  sea  are  lined  with 
groTM,  palaces,  and  waving  fields.  The  sides  of  the 
Ubyan  hilla  are  terraced  and  adorned  with  marble  pal- 
aoea  and  gardens.  At  one  point,  where  the  cliA  stretch 
into  the  lake,  are  fonr  templet,  facing  four  ways,  respe» 
tirely  dedicated  to  Athor,  Pthah,  Apis,  and  Bnbastis, 
tiie  fonr  deities  of  Memphis ;  and  their  sides  are  covered 
with  golden  bronze,  so  that,  in  the  sonlight,  nothing  can 
be  more  gorgeons. 

Upon  a  small  island,  opposite  this  gilded  promontory, 
■nd  left  for  the  purpose,  Thothmesee  IL  erected,  during 
Us  brief  reign,  a  temple  of  Syenite  stone  to  the  goddeoa 
Iria,  before  which  is  a  recnmbent  fignre  of  Osiris,  seven^ 
feet  in  length.  Its  Testibnle  is  enriched  with  sculpture, 
■nd  is  the  most  splendid  portico  in  Egjpt.  In  the  inte- 
rior it  is  sarronnded  by  a  peristyle  of  statnea  ^epreeen^ 
tog  the  twelve  constellations,  each  ei^teen  feet  in 
height. 

Besides  all  these,  I  have  visited,  my  dear  father,  daring 
the  six  weeks  I  have  been  in  Egypt,  the  "  Plain  of  the 
Mummies,"  the  Catacombs,  the  Labyrinth — a  marvel  ot 
mystery  and  perplexity  to  one  not  initiated  into  the 
intricacies  of  its  mazes — the  chief  pyramids,  and  that 
•lao  of  Qneen  Amense,  at  the  eutrniice  of  which  I  placed 
frcah  flowers  for  your  sake. 

Pbaraob-Mierie  greatly  extended  the  bounds  of  Mem- 
phis.  Jt  is  not  lees  than  twelve  miles  in  circuit.  lie 
covered  with  it  a  large  portion  of  the  plain  westward  ol 
the  pyramids ;  uid  where  once  was  a  barren  waste,  are 
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now  streets,  avennes,  colonnades,  temples,  pablic  edifi< 
aqnedacts,  causcwaTS,  and  all  the  splendor  of  metiopoE 
tan  magnificence.  Avenues  of  sphinxes  are  almost  b 
numerable ;  colossal  statues,  obelisks,  and  pyramidi 
meet  the  eye  everywhere.  Near  the  foot  of  the  hiDi 
he  formed  a  chariot-course,  that  extends  three  miki 
abng  the  lake.  In  the  rock  of  the  cliff  he  caused  to  be 
hewn  fourteen  sarcophagi  of  black  marble,  and  of  gigto- 
tic  dimensions.  In  these  he  entombed  the  bodies  of  ai 
many  tributary  kings,  when,  in  succession,  they  died; 
commanding  their  mummies  to  be  brought  into  Egjpt 
for  the  purpose.  He  has  everywhere  multiplied,  with 
singular  variety,  his  statues ;  and  in  front  of  this  tomb  of 
kings  stands  one  of  them  upon  a  pedestal,  the  feet  d 
which  are  fourteen  sculptured  crowns,  representatiTSi 
of  their  own. 

But,  my  dear  father,  Egypt  is  so  familiar  to  701&,  that  1 
will  not  weary  you  witli  any  more  descriptions,  nnlsMi 
indeed,  I  should  visit  the  City  of  a  Hundred  Oates,  si 
you  were  not  able  to  go  thither.  I  will  speak,  however, 
of  a  visit  that  I  paid  yesterday  to  the  sphinx  that  standi 
before  Cliephres,  and  near  Cheops.  I  was  impressed,  ai 
you  were,  with  the  grandeur  of  the  whole.  Bat  the 
great  ancient  temple,  which  you  spoke  of  as  minona 
has,  in  fortv-fivo  vears,  become  still  more  defaced.  In- 
deed,  the  reigning  Pharaoh  has  expressed  his  intentioa 
of  removing  it  altogether,  so  that  the  pyramids  may 
stand  forth  in  solitary  majesty. 

Among  other  events  of  the  reign  of  MosriSi  was  die 
discovery,  by  luin,  that  the  tradition  which  mprosODtod 
the  gre.'it  t^pliinx  as  being  hollowed  into  chamban  was  a 
true  one.     He  found  the  entrance, 


ji 


IV   BO.VUAOE.  473 

tha  »taa\\  terajile,  between  the  fore-pawa  of  the  itatne. 
Wlut  he  discoTered  ia  known  to  no  man;  bat  it  ii 
certain  tli&t  lie  suddenlj  diapUjcd  raat  treasnree  of  gold 
ftnd  silver,  jewels  and  precinuB  stones,  with  which  he 
carried  on  his  magnificent  and  expensive  works. 

Yon  have  not  forgotten  the  Ethiopian  captive  king, 
Occhnris.  lie  still  eziets,  though  his  beard  is  snow- 
white  and  his  form  bent.  lie  remains  a  captive,  each 
Dionarch  in  aucceesion  retaining  so  important  a  person- 
age in  chains,  annually  to  grace  their  proceeeions  to  the 
temples  of  the  gods. 

Tlie  C'indition,  my  dear  father,  of  tlie  Hebrew  people, 
in  whom  you  are  so  dfoply  intcrcBted,  hns  enlisted  all 
my  sympathies  al8<i.  Forty  years  have  multiplied  their 
nnmber,  nntwitlietanding  all  the  in^nious  efforts  of 
the  Pharaohs  to  de^tmy  them  liy  deailly  labore,  antil 
they  amount  to  thri'e  millioni:  and  a  half  of  souls.  The 
population  of  Kfrypi  \»  only  seven  niiUione ;  and  thus, 
for  every  two  Epyptiaiie  there  is  one  Ilehrew.  This 
alarming  i^tate  of  thin;^  fills  the  mind  of  Tliothm^ 
see  IT.  with  coaaeload  uuxioty.  He  does  not  hesitate  to 
confcse  tr)  ine,  freely,  his  fears  for  the  security  of  hie 
rn>wn. 

I  have  not  yet  described  this  mnnarch  to  yon.  When 
I  arrived  and  pn-aentod  your  letters,  he  receive<l  me 
with  marked  courtesy  ;  ini|iiirod  after  your  welfare  and 
the  pmciH-'rity  of  your  rei;;ii ;  aoked  your  age,  and  when 
I  ti'td  him  yon  were  M-vciity-three.  he  wiid  he  knew  of 
n->  kini;  BO  aged,  unless  it  woa  ■Tethm,  king  of  MitliaiL 
He  ini{uired  why  I  hn<I  ilclayed  ('•■niing  tn  Egypt  until 
J  was  forty-twii  ifor  I  toK)  him  my  age,  which  exactly 
•orrcAponds  with  liis  own);  and  when  I  informed  him 
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Miat  I  had  been  engaged  in  improving  and  reBtoriii|{ 
iny  kingdom  of  Damascns,  which  I  inherited  from  raj 
mother,  and  which  the  Sabseans  had  thrice  invaded  and 
devastated  before  I  came  of  age,  he  expressed  his  plea» 
lire  that  peace  was  restored,  and  tliat  I  had  come  into 
Egypt,  at  last.  He  seems  natnrallj  superstitions,  credn- 
loiiB,  and  irresolute.  I  think  he  possesses  little  or  no 
stability  of  character,  and  that  lie  is  easily  influenced  to 
do  evil.  He  is  timid  in  his  policy,  yet  rash ;  vain  of  bii 
wisdom,  yet  constantly  guilty  of  follies ;  a  devout  wor 
sliippcr  of  his  gods,  yet  a  slave  to  the  basest  personil 
vices ;  jealous  of  his  rights,  yet,  from  want  of  coara^, 
Buffering  them  continually  to  be  invaded,  both  by  hu 
subjects  and  tributary  princes;  a  man  whose  word  is 
kept,  only  so  far  as  his  present  interest  demands ;  who 
will  ])ardon  to-night  a  suppliant,  from  irresolution  and 
morbid  pity,  and  execute  him  in  the  morning  when  tlie 
coldness  of  his  nature  returns.  Were  he  my  friend,  1 
slionld  distrust  him  ;  were  he  my  foe,  I  would  not  delay 
to  i^ljice  the  sea  between  me  and  his  sword. 

Under  such  a  i)rince,  you  may  imagine  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  IIe])rew  people  is  not  less  pitiable  than  under 
his  predecessors.  Fearing  them,  he  doubles  their  tasks, 
and  resorts  to  every  device  of  destruction,  short  of  open 
and  indiscriminate  slaughter.  Yet  even  thia  infernal 
idea  has  boon  suggested  by  him  to  his  private  council; 
})Ut  it  was  o])])nso(l,  on  the  ground  that  the  burial  of  so 
.nany  niillions  would  bo  iin])<»ssil>le,  and  that  a  plague 
would  result  fatal  to  the  population  of  Egypt. 

So  tlic  Hebrews  still  exist,  feared,  suspected,  and 
crdhhod  by  :i(lditi(»nal  burdens.  I  have  been  among 
them,  and,  as  vou  directed,  have  made  many  caatioos 
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inquincs  after  the  learned  Hebrew,  Moses.  They  are 
more  enlightened  thau  when  jou  saw  them.  The  idea 
of  God  ia  lees  obscure  in  their  minds,  while  their  hope 
of  a  deliverer  is  bright  and  ever  present.  Few  of  the 
old  men  remember  Kemedos,  or  Moses ;  and  none  of  them 
know  any  thing  of  his  present  abode,  but  seem  sare  lie 
IB  long  since  dead,  I  have  become  deeply  interested  in 
some  of  these  venerable  men,  in  whose  majesdc  features, 
Bet  off  by  flowing  beards,  I  recognize  the  lineaments  of 
Abram,  their  ancestor,  as  sculptured  on  the  mansoleam 
of  his  Bervant, "  Eliezer  of  Damascus."  The  beauty  of  the 
children  and  young  women,  amid  all  their  degradation, 
is  wonderful.  I  was  struck  with  the  seeming  good  feel- 
ing which  existed  among  tlieso  and  the  women  of  Egypt. 
The  latter,  either  from  pity,  or  because  the  Hebrew 
women  are  gentle  and  attractive,  hold  kind  interconrse 
with  them  ;  and  at  a  marriage,  which  I  witnessed  in  oae 
of  their  huts,  the  Hebrew  females,  especially  the  brido, 
were  decked  with  jewels  loaned  to  tliem  by  tijeir  friends, 
the  Egyptian  maidens.  I  have  also  been  struck  with 
tlie  patient,  uncomplaining,  and  gentle  manner  in  which 
tlie  Hebrews  speak  of  the  Egyptians,  excepting  their 
task-officers — who  are  brutal  soldiers — and  the  king. 
Generations  of  oppression  have  made  them  forbearing 
and  submissive;  and,  besides,  tlie  Egyptians  and  He- 
brews, who  now  know  one  auother,  knew  each  other 
as  children,  before  either  could  understand  their  dif- 
ferent  positions. 

Here  and  there  I  have  met  a  lord  who  recalled  your 
visit,  dear  father,  with  pleasure ;  but  wore  yon  now  here 
yon  would  feel  a  stranger  indeed. 

Farewell,  my  honored  and  revered  father.     I  will  oon- 
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tinue  mj  inquiries  after  Prince  Bemeses.  To  mj  liitai 
Amense,  and  her  husband,  Sisiris,  king  of  Sidon,  gtn 
mj  kindest  greetings. 

Your  affectionate  son, 

Rkmw  or  Daxaiodi. 


Mt  DE1AB3E8T  FaTHXB  : 

I  unseal  this  epistle  to  inform  yon,  that  wlifla  it 
has  been  lying  three  days,  waiting  for  the  galley  of  die 
Lord  of  Sarepta  to  depart,  I  have  had  intelligence  of 
your  old  friend  Remeses.  He  lives,  and  is  in  Hidiaii, 
as  you  suspected,  and  is  well,  though,  of  conrse,  far  ad- 
vanced in  years.  This  is  all  that  I  can  now  add  to  my 
letter,  as  the  secretary  of  the  Sareptan  noble  is  in  my 
reception-room,  and  lingers  only  to  take  this  lettsfi  thi 
wind  being  now  favorable. 

Your  faithful  son. 


-»  ■% 
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LETTEK    II. 

BBMBBB  aw  DAMAflOnS,  TO  KtB  TATHEB,  KIHO   BESOSTKU  OV 
FBOHIOU. 

OiTt  or  0»,  EoTPT 

Hatibs  an  opporttmity,  mjr  dearest  father,  to  Bond 
this  letter  the  day  al\er  to-morrow,  I  will  herewith  make 
known  to  yon,  how  I  obtained  the  intelligence,  that  your 
ancient  friend  Kemeeee  is  still  in  the  kingdom  of  Uidian, 
whither  he  fled  from  King  Mceris. 

In  obedience  to  your  last  inBtmctions,  I  have  dill- 
gently  made  all  inqniriee  that  were  likely  to  obtain  the 
information  which  yonr  lively  friendship  prompts  you  to 
seek.  There  is  eometbing,  dear  father,  very  beantiful  in 
this  niidying  attachment,  which  has  enrrived  a  period  of 
forty  years,  and  which  still  looks  forward  to  behold  the 
beloved  face  of  thy  cherished  friend  once  more  1 

Learning  yesterday  that  a  caravan  had  arrived  from 
Ezion-geber  (by  the  Edomites  called  Ekkaba),  whicli 
lies  near  tlie  head  of  the  orient  arm  of  the  Red  or 
Arabian  Sea,  and  not  far  from  which  are  the  border*  of 
peninsalsr  Midian,  I  crowed  the  liile  to  tho  «nbiirba  of 
the  City  of  the  Sno,  where  the  caravan  had  found  qtwr- 
lerB  in  (he  quadrangle  of  the  6erail. 

Having  fonnd  the  governor  of  the  company  of  IMF 
chanU,  I  made  myself  known  to  bJm  as  a  foreign  ytiota, 
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travelling  for  kuowlcdge,  and  eight  of  men  and 
He  courteously  received  nie,  and  I  asked  him  wmbj 
questions  about  his  country,  his  joamcj,  and  the  artichi 
he  brought,  until  he  was  at  his  eaae  with  me,  vhen  I 
inquired  if  he  had  ever  been  in  Midian*  He  ansvovd 
that  he  himself  was  a  Midianite,  and  that  twenty  diji 
before  he  had  left  Midian  to  join  the  caraTan,  psil 
of  which  belonged  to  Jethro,  prince  and  priest  of  te 
country.  Upon  hearing  this  name,  dear  father,  I  vfl 
struck  by  its  similarity  to  that  mentioned  in  the  ha 
letter  of  Aaron  the  Hebrew,  as  being  that  of  the  kiif 
of  the  country  who  had  invited  Moses,  while  prince,  n 
visit  him. 

*^  Di>8t  thou  know  this  Prince  Jethrot"  I  asked. 

*^  I  have  sat  at  his  feet — his  hand  has  often  Mtoi 
upon  my  head  when  I  was  a  lad,"  he  answered. 

*'  You  call  him  a  priest,"  I  said;  "what  ishisreligioar 

**Tliut  of  our  progenitor,  Abnim  tlie  Chaldean." 

*'Tho  Ili'hrewfi  sprung  from  Abram,"  I  replied. 

^^  Yes,  by  Sam,  his  first  wife.  Tlie  Midianites  are  the 
sons  of  Midian,  a  son  of  Abram  by  Kcturah,  the  viii 
he  tonk  after  Sani  died.  Tlie  cities  of  Epher,  Ephali,sal 
IlaiiMC-li,  in  Midian,  were  founded  by  princes  who 
this  ^ame  Abranfs  grandsons,  and  sons  of  Midian." 

'*  I)i»  you  wnr>liip  the  GihI  of  Abram— or 
Hfi  the  Ilelir^-ws  call  (lieir  ancestor?"  I  asked. 

^  Iht-^r  thou  ever  heard,  O  prince,"  he  eaid,  vU 
focIin^^  'mIkU  we  were  idnlatcrs,  or  fire-worshippoi^  er 
that  we  pray  to  hulls,  and  beasts,  and  creeping  fhi^pe. 
as  these  K^^ypiians  do  i  We  worsliip  one  God  Ae 
I^»rd  of  Heaven — the  Almighty  Oeator,  who  lefisM 
Ilimgeli*  to  our  father  Abram." 
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Wbn  I  told  liim  that  I  alao  wonhippad  die  mbm 
Gud,  hfl  took  mj  hand,  kiiBed  it  revareatlj,  and  Mid 
W^emnlj — 

**  There  is  bat  one  Ood  t" 

**  Whet  h  jovr  form  of  wonhip,  thet  jonr  Ung  ie 
•bo  your  priest  I"  I  inqnired. 

**  Bj  SBcrifices.  Morning  and  evening,  the  prieili 
offer  op  to  God  incense,  end  obUticMia,  end  uerifioes  el 
lambs.  Hence  we  have  large  flocks  and  herds.  On 
great  days,  the  king  himself  offlciatee,  lajs  his  hand 
npoD  the  bead  of  the  Tictim,  and  ssks  the  Almigh^  to 
take  the  life  of  the  eacrifice  instead  of  that  of  the  peopls^ 
■nd  to  visit  npon  its  head  the  wrath  which  the  kingdom 
had  incnrred." 

**I>id  Abram  thus  sacrifice  f 

"  Not  oolj  Abram,  but  Noali,  the  fiist  father,  and  all 
die  fathers  of  the  old  world.  Our  worship,  therefore,  0 
prince,  connste  in  offering  the  life  of  a  Tictim,  to  pr^ 
aerre  oar  own  I" 

**  Tee,  if  the  great  Lord  of  IleeTeD  will  so  noiivt  HI 
For  who  can  weigh  the  life  <tf  a  man  with  that  of  his 
bmbrisaid. 

"None  but  Qod,  who,  in  His  goodness  and  glory, 
wills  it  so  to  be  1"  auswered  the  Midianite. 

*'  Hast  thou  ever  beard,  in  Midian,  of  a  Hebrew  called 

*'Da«t  thou  mean  Moses  the  Egyptian  f*  he  aaked. 
i|aickly. 

"  Ue  was  ediicalod  nn  Ef^jitisn,  and  was  supposed  to 
be  the  son  uf  I'hurauli's  ilau^litvr.  but  wan  only  adopted 
by  her;  and  bciuic  tliM'orvred  tu  be  a  Hebrew,  he  left 


L 


^0  THX  PILLAR  OF  FIBI,  OB 

^  This  same  Moses,  once  Prince  RemeeeB,  is  now  is 
Bfidian,  where  he  hath  been  these  forty  years,"  answsnd 
the  venerable  chief-captain  of  the  caravan.    ^^  He  is  ka- 
in-law  to  oar  prince,  who  has  made  him  ruler  over  ftD 
the  companies  of  shepherds  in  the  region  that  lieth  be 
tween  the  city  of  Ketarah  and  the  sea,  and  even  to  dw 
back  of  the  desert,  where,  on  the  sides  of  Horeb  sod 
the  valleys  thereof,  he  feeds  his  floeka.    Moreover,  there 
also  he  meditates,  and  writes  in  a  cave— for  he  is  a  man 
of  vast  learning,  and  greatly  revered  in  Midian  m  s 
wise  sage.    He  is  married  to  the  daughter  of  the  Prinos 
Rn-el  Jethro,  and  by  her  hath  had  many  aons,  but  two 
only — ^mere  lads — ^remain,  the  rest  having  died  early. 
Surely,  what  man  in  Midian  knoweth  not  Moses,  As 
wise  shepherd  of  Horeb  I" 

Upon  hearing  this  good  news,  dear  father,  I  rejoiced, 
in  anticipation,  at  the  pleasure  you  would  receive,  irim 
you  should  read  my  letter  containing  the  plearing 
tidings.  I  now  asked  the  good  Midianite  when  he 
would  return.  Ho  said  that  in  seven  days  he  should 
depart,  and  that  it  would  take  him  eleven  days  to  reach 
that  part  of  the  country  where  Moses  dwelt.  Upon 
this,  my  dear  father,  after  making  sundry  other  inquiries 
about  the  route,  I  determined  to  accompany  him ;  for  I 
knew  you  would  value  one  letter  from  me,  saying  I  had 
seen  and  spoken  with  your  friend  face  to  face,  more 
highly  than  many  from  the  hundred-gated  Tbebes^  I 
shall  be  gone  but  one  month,  and  shall  be  well  repaid, 
not  only  by  seeing  Moses,  whose  noble  conntenanoe  I 
can  just  recollect  as  a  pleasant  remembrance  of  my 
childhood,  but  by  conferring  upon  him  the  luiezpeetad 
))leasure  of  hearing  from  you  by  your  son,  Ua 
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sake.  Thus,  for  jour  sake,  as  well  as  for  liis,  and  also 
my  own  gratification  iu  seeing  a  new  and  rarely  visited 
country,  I  take  my  departure  with  the  caravan.  After 
I  reach  Midian,  and  have  seen  yoor  old  friend  in  the 
land  of  his  long  exile,  I  will  write  to  yoa  fully  of  all 
that  may  interest  yoa. 

May  the  Ood  of  Abraham  and  ot  MoBee  hav«  yoD 
dlvajB  in  His  sacred  keepiog. 

Toar  loving  son, 

Bembbes  ov  DAiuecch 
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LETTER    III. 


M08E8    TO    BEB08TBI6. 


Lahd  of  MlOUV 

Mt  venerable  and  beloved  Kjsq  and  Fkdsnd  : 

Wrra  what  emoti<ni8  of  joy  and  gratituile  I  em- 
braced yoiir  princely  son,  Remeses,  I  can  feebly  expre«! 
I  give  God  thanks  for  this  hapj)ine68,  voaclisafed  to  mt 
in  my  eighty-lirst  year,  of  hearing  from  you  again,  and 
by  the  mouth  of  your  son.    I  rejoice  to  liear  of  your  wel- 
fare, and  pr(^8i)erou6  reign.   Tlie  sight  of  the  young  Reme- 
ses ieviv(,'s  all  the  piist,  and  in  his  face  I  see,  with  delight, 
your  features  and  smile.     I  also  perceive  that  he  p<*- 
sesses  all   vour  virtues,  and,  above  all,  that  v«>u  have 
taught  him  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God.     His  pres- 
ence here,  and  his  readiness  to  cotne  across  the  desert  t<i 
see  me,  gratifies  me.     It  assures  me  that  I  am  loved 
!)y  }ot   both!     Although,  my  friend,  I  have  not  written 
to  yni  —for,  since  my  llight  from  Egypt,  my  lite  hai 
been  wholly  without  events — yet,  from  time  to  time,  l;y 
forei;rn  merchants  who  have  been  in  Tvre,  I  have  had 
newfcj  of  y<»u,  and  of  your  i>rosperity.     Until  I  behelJ 
your  son,  1  believed  that  1  was  ipiite  forgotten  I 

I  shall  kee|»  Kemeses  with   ww  a.s  l<»ng  :i8  he  will  re- 
main.    My  way  of  life,  however,  i:>  humble.     Wo  aroa 
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pMtoral  people,  and  mj  occapation  »  that  ot  m  ilwp- 
herd ;  for,  thongb  I  am  chief  ehepherd  of  the  land,  jet 
do  I  not  diadain  to  lead  mj  own  flocks  to  feed  opon  the 
mountains,— where,  aa  they  browse,  I  meditate  in  soil- 
tode  upon  Ood,  and  also  think  opon  the  sad  conditdtm 
of  my  bretliren  in  bondage  in  Egypt  Fou-  kingi  bare 
reigned  and  perished,  and  yet  tlie  sons  of  Jacob  toil  on, 
exchanging  onlj  one  oppressor  for  another,  each  more 
eniel  than  the  last  I  Bat  the  daj  draws  near  for  their 
deliverance,  O  Seaoetris,  my  friend  and  brother  I  The 
four  liDodred  years  of  prophecy  are  drawing  to  a  close  1 
On  tlie  arrival  of  every  caravan  from  Egypt  I  look  for 
intelligence,  that  a  deliverer  has  arisen,  who,  lifting  the 
•undard  of  the  Ood  of  Abraham,  shall  call  on  Israel  to 
rally  aroand  it,  exchange  their  spades  for  speats,  atnert 
their  freedom,  and  defy  Pharaoh  and  his  power  I  Who 
will  be  this  hero  of  God  t  Who  the  favored  man,  to 
whom  sliall  be  committed  the  happiness  and  glory  ot 
leading  the  mighty  Ilebrew  nation  out  of  Egypt  I  Will 
they  hear  liis  voice  I  Will  they  acknowledge  his  an- 
tborityt  Will  they  have  tlio  conrage  to  follow  himt  or 
has  ilie  yoke  of  Eg,vpt,  so  long  bonnd  their  necks  down, 
that  they  have  no  ho{>o  nor  desire  to  be  free  t  Thns  I 
meditate  upon  their  fate,  and  meanwhile  pray  eamcatly 
to  my  God  to  send  the  deliverer  of  my  people ;  for  (be 
time  is  come  when  lie  wilt  remember  lUs  promise  to 
Abraliam,  and  to  oor  fathers  I 

From  the  ])AiiiruI  accounts  that  your  son  RemeMs 
eivca  nie,  the  cnp  of  their  bondage  is  full  to  overflow- 
tng '. — also  tlie  cup  of  F.)rrpt  1 — for  llie  same  prophec) 
wliicb  foretells  their  duliveraiice  after  four  hnndrml 
yean,  adds,  "  and  the  nation  which  they  serve  will  I 


484  THE  PILLAR  OF   FIRE,   OR 

judge."    Thus,  O  king,  do  1  look  forward  to  the  ona 
throw  of  the  power  of  Egypt,  when  Qod  shall  send  Hk 
augel  to  deliver  Israel  from  beneath  Pharaoh^B  hand  of 
iron. 

What  coarage,  wisdom,  patience,  meekneflB,  faith 
dignity  of  person,  and  ardent  piety,  most  the  serraDt  o 
God  have,  who  will  lead  Israel  out  of  bondage  I    Wliai 
man  on  earth  is  suiScient  for  this  high  office  t    WIuU 
man  in  all  Egypt,  among  the  Hebrews,  haa  Grod  raibcd 
up  and  endowed  with  these  attributes!    Alaa,  I  know 
none  I    They  are  all  oppressed  and  broken  in  heart,  and 
the  spirit  of  manhood  has  died  out  within  them  I    Bat 
He  who  wills  can  do !  and  He  can  arm  with  power  the 
weakest  instrument  of  His  will!    Let  us  trust  in  Him  I 
for  by  His  arm,  whoever  be  the  agent,  thej  will  be 
delivered. 

During  my  exile  I  have  re-written  the  book  d  the 
life  of  the  Prince  of  Uz,  with  great  care,  and  a  larger 
share  of  the  wisdom  of  God.  At  tlie  same  time  I  have 
instructed  many,  in  Midian,  in  the  truths  of  Grod.  It 
has  also  seemed  good  to  me,  under  the  inspiration  of  the 
Almighty,  to  write,  from  our  divine  traditions,  a  narra- 
tive of  the  iirst  acts  of  creation,  from  the  beginning, 
when  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  down  lu 
the  death  of  Prince  Joseph.  Of  this  book,  a  copy  has 
been  made  by  my  wife  Zip])orah,  wliich  I  will  een<' 
to  you  by  Priiiee  llemeses  for  your  acceptance. 

With  greeting  of  true  and  holy  friendship,  I  amy  0 
King  Sesostris,  thy  servant  and  friend, 

MOSKS 
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t   OW    DAMABCUB  TO  TBI   EIHO    i 


Oati  ra  UoRia,  Wmtn 


T    OKAS   AXD   BOTIX    FaTKKB : 

I  DATit  been  two  weeks  a  guest  of  your  venerabU 
lend,  lh«  Hebrew,  Miwcs.  My  journey  acron  dw 
lacrt  was  agreeable  fniin  its  Dovelty,  and  mj  seau^ 
me  ui>on  tbc  bmuidtoss  waste,  were  combined  emo- 
ons  of  siililudc  aoJ  eubliinily,  aimilar  to  thoM  1 
(pericuccd  on  tbe  great  sea.  Onr  ronte,  after  leav- 
g  the  land  of  Egypt,  continued  eastward  fur  five 
iy« — ni<«t  of  tliu  tinie  in  the  Arabian  desert,  with 
If  tiioiintaiiis  of  Etliuni  on  mir  right,  far  tu  the  soulh. 
jiviiij:  vn  tliu  [iisib  <lay  puMutl  round  the  western  horD 
'  thf  St-a  of  Anil'in,  wi-  turned  pnuthwurdlT  into  tb« 
•sen  of  Sliiir,  wbicli  leniiiiiiitod  at  the  base  of  a  Ic-w 
Jigv  of  bills,  of  min^k-d  ciitf  and  pasture-land.  A 
illcy  Mj.i'rifdlH'twooii,  iiiiii  aft  IT  three  days*  journey  mg, 
tiiil  valv  filled  wiih  \n-uU  and  Arabian  villages,  wt 
lten.-<l  a  moiiiituiii<>iii>  ri-'^ion,  the  sea  being  on  ooi 
gh'.  Kvorr  liMiir  fli<>  ht't'iK-ry  bveante  inon.-  grand  and 
igg(H),  uriiil  tliu  I'l'I^i-p,  <''»iDiutiily  rising  in  altitude, 
ralcbed  far  si>utli\varJly,  and  terminated  in  a  majeatk 
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twin-peaked  mountain,  midway  between  the  two 
or  horns  of  the  sea. 

^^  That  is  Horeb,"  said  the  chief  of  the  caraTBiL  *^h 
is  in  the  land  of  Midian,  though  remote  from  the  tovB 
of  the  king.  In  that  mountain  the  royal  flocks  in 
pastured,  and  there  you  will  find  your  father's  friend 
Moses  tlie  Hebrew,  cither  with  his  shepherds  and  flock 
or  in  the  retirement  of  his  cave." 

The  same  evening  we  entered  the  valley  of  Mount 
Horeb,  which  rose  in  sublime  majesty,  with  its  doubli 
crown,  far  into  the  skies  above  us.  We  had  turned  in 
angle  of  the  mountain,  which  rose  as  abmptly  m  a 
pyramid  from  the  plain,  and  were  entering  a  gorp 
through  which  a  road  lay  to  the  city  of  the  king— « 
day's  journey  distant — when  I  beheld,  from  my  camel, 
a  shepherd  standing  upon  a  rock  and  leaning  upon  hit 
staff — his  sheep  recliniug  about  him.  He  was  a  tall, 
venerable  man,  with  dark  locks  mingled  with  white, 
and  a  board,  like  snow  for  whiteness,  that  descended 
over  his  breast.  Tlicre  was  a  majesty,  and  yet  simplici- 
ty, in  his  aspect  and  costume,  which  impressed  me,  ai 
he  stood — the  evening  sun  lighting  up  his  kingly  visage 
— upon  a  rock,  like  tlie  statue  of  the  god  of  the  mooD- 
tain-])as8. 

My  heart  instinctively  said,  "  This  is  Moses  I" 

^'  Lo  I  there  stands  the  son-in-law  of  Jethro  1"  uid  thi- 
uierchant. 

I  immediately  caused  my  camel  to  kneel,  and  de- 
acon ded  to  the  ground  with  haste  and  joy.  The  nest 
moment  I  was  bending  before  thy  friend^  my  deal 
father,  crying,  with  reverent  feelings  of  emotion^ 

^I  am  llcmcses,  son  of  Sobosiris,  thy  firiendl    Yea 
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*Ts))W  father,  give  me  thy  bleeding,  for  I  bear  th; 
naniG  I" 

Uo  regarded  me  for  an  instant  villi  Barpriee,  and 
tlicu  nusitig  tnc,  cnilimcod  rnc  nnd  eaid,  a  holy  radiance 
of  loTo  and  jny  iUuniitiinf;  bid  fact — 

"I  ece  thy  father,  ami  hear  hid  voice,  in  thee!  W«l 
eoinc,  mj  son  !  ILivr  faros  thu  (;<k>(1  king?  Ilaet  thot 
▼eniurwl  acrutw  llio  doHi-n  to  eec  the  esilod  Ilcbrewf 
he  »i>ke«l,  with  u  smile  of  honignity  uiul  |>leaf>ure,  as  he 
gazed  upoQ  me.  "Tlic  eight  of  ihcc  brings  up  all  the 
past !" 

Ilin  voice  was  disturbed  with  emotion ;  though  I  pei- 
ceived  it  had  aLio  a  ttlight  nnlunil  eintmrrassmeat  <rf 
•peech.  I  related  why  I  had  come,  and  gare  him  your 
meppagce  of  love.  Ho  t"<ik  me  i<>  bis  cuve,  or  grotto, 
which  is  Ukc  ihoee  of  tbo  i>acn.-d  priests  in  Txtbanon. 
Tlie  caravan  encamped,  near  by,  tliat  night,  and  I  re- 
mainLiI  in  tbe  company  nf  llie  wii^e  and  virtuuna  sage 
We  converged,  for  many  hourK,  of  you.  of  Tyre,  of  my 
gromlmotlicr,  of  Qut'cn  Aitienw.  of  the  Hebrews  in 
blindage,  and  liiii  certain  bopo  of  their  sj^eedy  deliver- 
ance. 

How  happy  the  princely  "M  man  wan  to  bear  from 
y.u.  my  dear  fiilln-r!  Wliai  a  venemble  and  holy 
l'H-t:.lsliiii  exisrt  ln-twoon  y..ii! — fresh  and  green  at 
f..iir^(,-rf,  If  ill  th"  lire  ami  impulse  nf  y.iutb  ! 

Tb.-  m-xt  day.  1  a.-.-mpaui.  -i  him  to  the  chief  city  of 
Mi.lian.  There  I  !,.h,!.i  hi-  Miali-..iily  wife.  Zij.in.rah, 
and  hif  Iw^i  -.tis,  b.M'irii'iil  ami  iiip':iu..u.-<  y.ni:h  t>f  aix- 
teen  auil  ei.-h;.-.  ii.  1  was  alr..i  ]>r.sen'i-il  ui  the  vener- 
able Ilni-1  Ji-Iir...  ..r  th.-  Kim:  .letlir...  n..w  ..ne  hundrcl 
iiid  one  yean>  kM,  but  reluiniug  ib>>  full  vigitr  of  tnan- 
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hood.    He  described  to  me  pleasantly^  under  what  cir. 
cumstauces  he  first  met  Moses,  forty  years  ago. 

'*  My  seven  daughters,"  said  the  patriarchal  Prince  ot 
Midian,  "  were  with  my  shepherds  at  the  well,  near  Uie 
city,  drawing  water  for  the  flocks  ;  for  the  prince  of  the 
mountain  having  no  water,  had  thrice  sent  his  shepherdi 
to  draw  it  from  this  well,  when  we  had  but  little  for  oar 
own  herds.  I  sent  my  daughters,  thinking  that  tbef 
would  reverence  their  presence  ;  but  the  mountain  shq)- 
herds  would  have  driven  them  away,  when  a  stranger, 
who  was  seated  by  the  well,  rose  up,  and  with  greet 
courage  chastised  the  assailants.  Though  many  in  num- 
ber, they  fled  from  him  in  great  fear,  when  he  turned 
and  bade  my  daughters  remain  and  heed  them  not ;  and 
he  heli.)ed  them  water  the  flocks. 

^^  When  they  returned  to  me  earlier  than  I  looked  tat 
them,  I  inquired  the  cause,  and  they  replied  -^ 

'^  *'  An  Egyptian,  a  mighty  man  of  valor,  delivered  ui 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  shepherds,  and  aided  us  also  in 
drawing  water  for  our  flocks.'  *  Where  is  he  ? '  I  asked. 
*  Why  is  it  that  ye  have  left  this  brave  stranger  at  the 
well  ? '  They  answered :  '  He  is  an  Egyptian ; '  for  such 
from  his  dress,  and  speech,  and  looks,  they  believed  him 
to  1)0.  1  then  sent  my  daughter  Zipporah  after  him,  to 
invite  him  to  come  and  eat  bread  with  me.  From  that 
dav  we  became  friends,  and  when  I  learned  liis  htorr. 
that  he  was  a  Hebrew,  and  like  myself,  a  descendant  of 
Abrani,  1  gave  him  Zipporah  to  wife,  and  he  was  cod- 
tent  to  remain  in  the  land,  and  is  now  the  greatest  and 
wisest  man  in  it,  for  God  is  with  him." 

1  was  much  interested  in  tliis  brief  account,  my  dear 
father,  and  believe  that  you  will  be,  as  it  is  a  coDoect 


iSHAEL  IN    BONDAQI.  MB 

iiig  link  in  tlie  life  of  Mobcb,  tliat  has  been  hitherto 
wstitiiif^. 

Tlic  tV>U'iwing  wcok,  I  retired  with  Moses  to  tha 
moil  lit  nil  IS.  itiiti  hero  I  jinsa  iny  diivit,  liHtciiiiif;  to  his  sub- 
liiiK'  teucliiii^.  Not  nil  the  wieihim  and  Icarniiij;  uf 
E^vjit  can  comjiarc  willt  his  eiihliinc  kDowlitOgc.  Hie 
BoiTi'ts  of  niitiiro,  the  mvnteriea  "f  cn-alioii,  seem  iin- 
r<'iK-<1  to  bis  intellei-tual  ritiion.  It  ie  iiis  habit  to  \)Ma 
ail  biiiir  or  two  ovorj-  iiifrht  in  prayer,  upon  the  mount- 
ain. Itenciilh  the  nU-nl  htnrv,  eoinniiining  nlnne  with  hit 
G.xl.  iiti  if  ho  wen'  the  hijih-pnent  <if  tlie  earth,  Ilon-b 
his  aliur,  the  universe  hio  teiiijile.  uml  bia  theme  the 
Hebrew  nation  in  K^iypt,  Ah!  inv  dear  fiiilior,  if  God 
iii  to  .leliver  ibeiii  tV-.m  E^'vpt  by  ibe  )iui>d  of  man.  my 
lieart  tell*  me  lliat  Mosi-s  will  be  apii-iriteil  tbeir  deliv- 
erer; for  wli'i  on  ejirib  liii<s  so  nt  lie:trt  their  inieery,  or 
•njiplioah'-'  IIt-:iv<>ii  so  eiinu^Ntly  tor  aid  in  their  bebulff 
It  ill  miL'  111.-  id  an  oM  innn,  seven  yeart>  your  eeuior,  but 
hi-  utt-ji  \e  ti->  tirm  ae  mine,  his  eye  clear  and  brave,  hii 
natural  foree  not  abated,  aiid  IiiH  bH>kii  those  of  a  man 
iM  hi:-  jiriNK' — e-<  heiil:bt'ul  is  this  mountain  life,  and  the 
FiinpU-  routiin-  nf  his  days. 

He  hit.  writt.-n  to  yoii.  T  shall  K-  the  beur^T  of  hia 
b-rv-r,  iw  Will  as  ..t"  this,  which  I  write  in  the  d.H>rof  bi» 
-r..:i...  faein-  'h.'  v.ill.y.  with  the  sea  h.-yon-l.  Tliei* 
-..  -li.-  -bips  -f  K/i..'i--.I..T.  and  the  fralVys  of  l„d. 
F.ir  h-  tl..-  wrst    i.  t'l--  l.lih-  line  of  On- -h..r.-s  ..f  Ara- 

\-\.iu  K-y|,-.  aiMl  fM  ;! :t.--   -h-  rorky  la;,.!  of  .\ral.ia, 

a:.d  Ka.'.Tii  Midiati.  V,-  i.-.-i-i-et  i^  r^iil.Hme.  and.  af 
thii.  li'.ur  of  siiiiM-',  wliilo  jiurpl.'  tnis's  an-  'iji-m  t^ie 
hilUand  a  g.il'bii  1!^ht  u[i<>ii  tin-  -^-a,  it  \i  beautiful  and 


^90  THE  PILLAK  OF    FIBK,  OJt 

I  had  alnu)6t  ueglccted  to  inform  you,  thml  jovr 
learned  and  eloquent  friend  Aaron,  the  brotlier  of  Mom^ 
was  lately  iu  Midian,  and  was,  for  a  time,  an  UbUuLt 
pricfit  of  the  sacrifices  in  the  city;  bat  has  now  retumec 
to  Goshen,  where  he  married  many  years  ago.  IL* 
eister  Miriam  is  here  with  Moaes,  and  is  one  of  the  Cii^ 
majestic  women  I  ever  beheld.  She  is  in  her  nicirrT' 
fourth  year,  but  is  as  erect  and  buoyant  in  her  ^*.ti  m 
a  young  and  resolute  woman.  With  her  snow-vL.Tt 
hair,  piercing  black  eyes,  and  queenly  mien,  she  !>>b 
like  the  venerable  priestess  of  the  sun  at  Baal-Phe^.« 
Tlie  mother  of  Mo&es  also  dwells  at  Midian ;  but  I 
think  their  father  died  in  Arabia  Deserta ;  for  thi'Jxr 
they  fled  from  Egypt,  before  coming  finally  :n"-D 
Midian.  Aaron  is  spoken  of  here  as  a  noble-Ii**'^!:^ 
auil  stately  priett,  when,  in  his  flowing  robcfr,  he  used  » 
oHVr  sacriticos  acc*i>rding  to  the  simple  rites  of  the  MIi2- 
iaiiiti'ti,  in  the  plain  tiMnple  hewn  from  the  zvck,  a 
whicii  tht-y  womtiip  Gtul. 

FarewilK  my  duar  father.  I  am  not  snrprised  Atf 
\o\x  love  Moses.     lie  has  won  my  heart. 

Your  afio^*'.ionate  son, 
RuocsifiB  or  D^ 
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LETTER    V. 

I  or  DAKABCCB  TO   BKBOgrxa. 

TiiAsrH-oiTT  or  "■'"™',  laTrr. 


Ht  BOKOBKD  AMD  BXLOTXD  FaTHEB  : 

Yoi  will  Bco  by  the  date  tliat  1  am  once  more  in 
Egjpt;  and  I  am  licrc  under  circumstancoe  the  raosl 
wonderful  and  amazing.  Rvincece — that  ie,  Moecs,  the 
•erTaut  of  the  Miiet  IIi};li  God — is  here  alBo,  My  trem* 
blinti;  tingcrs  can  acarc-o  fnnn  iho  letlere  legibly,  »o  great 
is  the  emotion  under  which  I  now  write  to  you  I  But  I 
will  not  delay  to  give  you  a  history  of  the  events. 

I  wrote  to  you  laiit,  from  tlie  grotto  of  the  shepherd- 
ampi  of  Ilorel). 

Tlie  fi'lluwin^  ilay  he  led  a  portion  of  his  own  flock, 

fr<iin  a  di> ,   j.hun,  to  ibe  secluded  valley  on  the  rear 

of  tlie  mouiuuiti  of  Itoreb,  aw:iy  from  tlic  sea.  Exjtect 
M-ii  \m  return,  I  liitd  gmie  forth  to  meet  him,  and  wa; 
•It— i-i-tjiliii^  11  ^tl■e|>  jiaih,  when  I  beheld  him  advancing 
U'i'-iru  hit)  t.lie|>lierili<,  and  leading  his  Hock  u]>  the 
valley.  lie  j'n-ceded  llieiii  6<>mu  distance,  and  was 
quite  nl<iiie,  wlji-n  I  iiirci-ivcil  a  briylit  fljinie  ariee  by 
t},e  side  <'f  hiii  )>a:h.  It  mbc  itbove  the  bui-hes,  which  il 
seemed  to  ouiMiine  willinin  smoke.  At  the  same  mo- 
toeut  1  obwrved  thut  M<>tK.>s  lurucd  a»ide  and  approacb- 
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cd  the  dazzling  fire.  In  an  instant  he  was  luBt  to  my 
gaze,  and  enveloped  in  its  flame.  I  hastened  down  the 
mountain-path,  surprised  and  alarmed  at  wliat  I  had 
seen ;  and,  as  the  way  was  winding,  it  was  some  miuata 
before  I  came  to  the  valley,  where  I  expected  to  fino 
the  venerable  sage  consumed  bj  the  flames,  that  ap- 
peared to  have  surroimded  him. 

Upon  reaching  the  valley,  lo  1 1  beheld  the  shepherdi 
fallen  upon  their  faces,  the  man  of  Grod  standing  before 
the  burning  bush,  his  countenance  like  the  son,  and  hii 
raiment  shining  with  supernatural  light  I    My  sool  wat 
seized  with  an  indescribable  awe  at  the  sight!    Hi« 
sandals  were  removed  from  his  feet,  and  he  seemed  as  if 
he  were  standing  in  tlie  presence  of  his  Grod,  so  awful 
was  the  majesty  of  his  countenance.    He  appeared  to  be 
holding  discourse  with  one  in  the  flames.     I  was  trana- 
fixed  to  the  spot,  and  fell  upon  my  face  at  the  sight  ci 
this  stupendous  vision,  feeling  the  presence  of  the  Al- 
mighty then*.    Tlicn  I  lieard  a  voice  utter  these  words 
from  the  midst  of  the  fire,  in  which  I  had  seen  appeal 
the  foriii    of   a  man,   radiant  with  glory   above   the 
briglitness  of  the  sun : 

''  I  am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the  Ood  of  Abraham, 
the  God  of  Isaac,  and  tlie  God  of  Jacob." 

Wliile  the  calm,  divine  voice  spake  in  still,  soft  tones, 
I  lie  eartli  sciMued  to  trtMuble,  as  if  its  Creator  stood 
a})on  it.  I  looked  up  with  fear  and  trembling,  and,  lo: 
Mo&es  was  standing  with  his  face  covered  by  his  shep- 
hcrd*s  mantle,  for  he  was  atraid  to  look  upon  God; 
while  my  heart  sunk  witliin  me,  and  I  became  as  a  desd 
man. 

When  I  returned  to  consciousnesSi  I  heard,  withoQl 
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riuBiog  niy  face  again,  Mciets  talking  with  the  uiiglitj 
Aogel  in  the  flame,  whicli  I  perceived  rested  uj'ou  the 
tborn-bufili  like  dazzling  eunbeams  concentrated  tliere- 
01),  but  wilhuut  cmsuiiiing  or  cbangiug  a  leaf.  Il  was 
tbe  ratliaace  alone,  of  tiiis  celestial  ForBoc's  gloriotu 
presence,  that  constituted  tlie  wonderful  flame  of  fire. 

"  I  have  surely  seen,"  liaid  tbe  Voice  from  ibe  flaming 
glory,  "  the  afliiction  of  my  people  which  are  in  Egypt, 
and  have  beard  tlieir  cry  by  reason  of  tbeir  taekma^ters ; 
for  I  know  their  Borrows,  and  I  am  come  down  to  de- 
liver tbem  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptiana,  and  to 
bring  them  np  out  of  that  land  unto  a  good  land,  and  a 
large,  unto  a  land  flowing  with  milk  an^  honey, — the 
land  of  the  Cauaaiiitee  and  the  Amuritea. 

'*  Now,  therefore,  behold,  the  cry  of  tbe  children  of 
brael  ie  come  up  before  me :  and  I  have  also  seen  tbe 
oppression  wherewith  tbe  Egyptians  oppress  them. 
Come  now,  therefore,  and  I  will  send  thee  unto  Pli»- 
raob,  that  thou  maycst  bring  forth  ray  people,  the 
children  of  Israel,  out  of  Egypt." 

Here  the  holy  and  divine  Voice  ceased.  How  did  iti 
words  thrill  my  heart!  Had  the  mighty  God  of  the 
Hebrews  come  down  from  beaven  at  last  to  deliver  Hii 
people,  fulfil  His  promise  to  Abram,  and  also  make 
Moses  the  servant  of  His  power?  My  soul  was  over- 
powered with  the  thought. 

Tlien  Moses  spake,  in  accents  of  the  profonndest 
humility  and  fear,  and  said — 

"  Who  am  I  that  I  should  go  onto  Pharaoh,  uhI 
that  1  should  bring  forth  the  children  of  Israel  out  of 
Egypt  !•■ 

And  the  Voice  replied — 
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^^  Certainlj  I  will  be  with  thee ;  and  this  ahall  be  n 
token  unto  thee,  that  I  have  sent  thee, — ^lo  I  when  tboo 
hast  brought  forth  the  people  ont  of  Egypt,  ye  and  the; 
shall  serve  God  upon  this  mountain." 

Then  Moses  answered  the  Angel  of  the  flame,  with  thai 
meekness  and  humbleness  of  heart  which  characteiiM 
him — 

^^  Behold,  when  I  come  unto  the  chQdren  of  Ims\ 
and  shall  say  unto  them,  ^  The  Gk>d  of  your  fkthen  bath 
sent  me  unto  you ;'  and  they  shall  say  unto  me,  *  Wbtt 
is  His  name  V  what  shall  I  say  unto  them  f* 

The  inquiry  was  made  by  him  with  the  profonndol 
homage  in  the  tones  of  his  reverent  voice,  not  as  if  be 
doubted  God,  but  his  brethren.  Moreover,  be  now  be- 
held, as  it  were  face  to  face,  the  Lord  Qod  of  heaven 
and  earth,  whom  he  had  so  long  worshipped,  and  whose 
name  to  men,  neither  he  nor  any  man  knew.  And  I 
heard  tlie  Voice  answer — with  majesty  inconceivable,  io 
that  my  spirit  failed  before  it — and  say  unto  Mose^— 

^^I  AM  THAT  I  AM.  ThuB  slialt  tliou  Say  unto  the 
children  of  Israel,  *  I  AM  hath  sent  me  unto  you  !1  ** 

Tlien  after  a  brief  silence,  during  which  Moses  feD 
upon  his  face  and  worshipped,  the  Voice  fironp  tbe 
midst  of  the  fire  said  : 

'^TIuis  sbalt  tliou  say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  'The 
Lord  God  of  your  fathers,  the  God  of  Abraham,  the 
God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob,  hath  sent  me  unto 
yoM  Tins  is  my  name  forever  /  and  this  is  my  memo- 
rial unto  all  generations!'  Go,  and  gather  the  elders  of 
Israel  together  and  say  unto  them,  ^  The  Lord  God  of 
four  fathers,  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  IsaaO|  and  o( 
Jacob,  ap])eared  unto  me,  saying — 
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"  *  I  have  flurely  vlBited  you,  and  aeeii  that  which  ii 
done  to  yott  in  Egypt ;  and  I  have  said,  I  will  bring  yoa 
oat  of  the  affliction  of  Egypt,  unto  the  land  of  the 
Cauaanites,  unto  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  1' 
Aiid  the  children  of  Israel  sball  hearken  to  thy  voice ; 
and  thou  shalt  come,  thou  and  the  elders  of  lerael,  unto 
Ihe  king  of  Egypt,  and  ye  shall  eay  unto  liirn — 

"  'The  Lord  God  of  the  IlebrewB  hath  met  with  ue; 
and  now  let  na  go,  we  beseech  thee,  three  days'  journey 
iute  the  wilderiiesB,  that  wo  may  eacrifice  to  the  Lord 
our  God,'  And  1  am  sure  that  the  king  of  Egypt  will 
not  let  you  go,  no,  not  by  a  mighty  hand  ;  and  I  will 
airetch  out  My  hand  and  smite  Egypt  with  all  my  won 
ders  whicli  I  wilt  do  in  the  midst  thereof;  and  after  that 
he  will  let  you  go :  and  when  ye  go,  ye  shall  not  go 
empty,  but  ye  shall  spoil  the  Egyptians." 

When  the  Voice  had  ceased,  I  heard  Moses  answer, 
and  say  with  modes!  difiBdence: 

"  But,  behold,  tlie  elders  and  people  of  my  brethren, 
the  Hebrews,  will  not  believe  me  nor  hearken  to  my 
voice  ;  for  they  will  say,  '  The  Lord  hath  not  appeared 
unto  thee.'" 

How  extraordinary,  O  my  father,  this  hnmility  of  the 
wisest  of  men  '.  How  impiously  vain  some  sages  and 
seer.s  would  have  been,  at  such  an  infinite  honor  as  the 
appearance  of  God  to  them,  to  talk  with  them,  face  to 
face,  as  He  did  now  to  Moses,  veiling  the  ineffable  splen- 
dor of  His  glory  under  the  form  of  an  angel  enveloped 
in  a  mantle  of  ilazxling  sunbeams,  His  presence  a  dame 
of  fire  1  But  see  this  great  and  holy  man  modestly  de- 
clining the  service,  considering  himself  mean  and  pow- 
erless when  compared  with  the  mighty  Pharaoh,  and 
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atterly  anable  to  do  any  thing  for  the  Hebrew  natum. 
Forty  years  ago,  he  had,  indeed,  felt  a  divine  motion  ii 
himself  to  deliver  them,  which  he  then  believed  was  an 
indication  that  God  would  use  him  as  an  inBtmment  for 
that  purpose :  but  forty  years  an  exile,  forgotten  by  the 
children  of  Israel,  and  being  only  a  ruler  of  shephenk 
and  guardian  of  the  flocks  of  a  small  province,  he  felt 
the  humility  and  insignificance  of  his  position,  as  well  aa 
his  total  want  of  means  and  power  to  do  what  Qod  now 
commanded  him  to  do.  But,  lo!  God  condescends  to 
inspire  him  with  the  confidence  and  resolution,  the 
magnanimity  and  fortitude,  that  his  sublime  eirand  d» 
manded. 

The  voice  of  the  Lord  spake  and  said : 

"  Wliat  is  that  in  thine  hand  I" 

He  answered,  "  A  rod." 

This  was  the  staff  with  which  he  climbed  the  sides  oi 
Horcb,  and  guided  his  flock,  and  upon  which  he  often 
leaned  his  head  when  he  stood  and  worshipped. 

And  the  Voice  said,  with  authority : 

*'  Cast  it  on  the  ground." 

As  Moses  obeyed,  I  heard  first  the  rod  strike  the 
ground,  tlicn  a  sliarp  hissing,  as  of  a  serpent,  and  lastly, 
ii  cry  of  surprise  from  Moses ;  when,  raising  my  face 
iVoni  the  earth,  upon  which  I  had  remained  prostrate, 
tearing  to  loiik  upon  the  glory  before  me,  I  perceived, 
with  horror,  a  serpent  rearing  its  head  angrily  into  the 
air,  and  Mt>sc8  flying  from  before  it.  Then  the  Voiea 
from  the  ineffable  light  said  to  him,  "Put  forth  thy 
liand  and  take  it  by  the  tail.'*  Moses,  with  hesitating 
obedience,  obeyed,  put  forth  his  hand  and  eaugfat  it, 
when,  lu  I  it  became  a  hkI  again  in  his  hand. 
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"This  Bball  be  a  e\ga  to  tbem,  tliat  they  may  DBliore 
that  the  Lord  Qod  of  their  fathers,  the  Ood  of  Abraham, 
the  God  of  Liaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob,  hath  appeared 
imto  thee,"  was  again  Bpoken. 

I  had  riaeni  and  stood  npon  my  foot  in  terror,  at  be 
holding  the  eerpeiit,  and  would  have  fled,  but  liad  no 
power  to  move.  I  now  heard  the  Voice  command  Mo- 
sea  to  thruet  his  hand  into  hie  boeom ;  imd  ho  pot  hJa 
band  into  liis  bosom :  and  wlien  he  t^>ok  it  ont,  behold, 
it  was  as  leprona  as  enow.  Then  the  Voice  aaid — for  I 
heard  only,  not  daring  to  behold  the  Angel  more — "  Put 
thy  hand  into  thy  bosom  agaiu."  And  ho  put  hia  hand 
into  Ma  boeom  again  ;  and  wlion  ho  had  plucked  It  mit 
of  hig  boeom,  it  was  tamed  again  aa  it  was  before,  like 
his  other  flesh. 

Then  I  heard  the  Angel  of  Qod,  who  waa  God  himMlf, 
Bay  to  him : 

"  It  shall  come  to  pass,  if  they  will  not  believe  thee, 
neither  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  first  lign,  tliat  they 
will  believe  the  voice  of  the  latter  sign.  If  they  will 
not  believe,  also,  these  two  signs,  neither  hearken  onto 
thy  voice,  then  thon  shalt  take  of  the  water  of  the  river 
of  £g}'pt  and  poor  it  upon  the  dry  load,  and  it  •ball  be- 
come blood." 

Tlien  Mosee  looked  tronbled  in  spirit,  and  Htd  imto 
the  Lord— 

■'  O  my  L'.r'l,  I  am  not  eloquent,  neither  heretofon, 
nor  since  Tliou  ha»t  n^xiken  unto  thy  aerrant ;  but  I  am 
slow  of  Dptc-ch  and  of  a  slow  tongue." 

Tliia  embarra-smpnt  of  speech,  my  dear  father,  iriddl 
existed  In  ariigf.t  ikip-r^.  a^  I  hare  beard  yog  mjf,  iriiaa 
yon  knew  him,  and  whiuu  proceeded  from  modeaty  aad 
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diffideoce  when  expressing  hiiuself  in  intercourse  with 
others  (though  with  his  pen  he  is  powerful  and  cloqueDt 
beyond  all  men),  has,  no  donbt,  been  increased  bj  liii 
long  retirement  as  a  shepherd,  and  his  love  of  solitnde ; 
jet,  neyerfiicless,  he  is  the  most  interesting  teacher  a 
wisdom  to  whom  I  ever  listened.  But  no  one  save  biin 
self  would  accuse  him  of  being  slow  of  speech  and  elov 
of  tongue. 

Then  the  voice  of  the  Lord  said,  with  a  rebuke  in  in 
tones — 

^'  Who  hath  made  man's  mouth  ?  Or  who  makcth  tlie 
dumb,  or  the  deaf,  or  tlie  seeing,  or  the  blind  f  Han 
not  I  the  Lord?  Kow,  tlierefore,  go,  and  I  will  be  with 
thy  moutli,  and  teach  thee  what  thou  slialt  say  I** 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  heart  of  Moses  fuled 
him.  Ue  trembled  at  being  an  ambassador  of  God  tc 
his  people,  and  said,  with  great  fear  and  dread  visible 
in  his  countenance — 

"  Send,  I  pray  Tliee ;  but  not  by  me,  but  by  the  hind 
of  him  whom  Thou  wilt  send." 

Thus  speaking,  he  fell  prostrate  before  the  Lord  and 
covered  his  face. 

Tlien  the  anger  of  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  seemed  to  bt 
kindled  against  Moses,  for  the  flames  were  agitated  and 
spread  abroad,  and  shot  forth  tiery  tongues,  and  I  looked 
to  see  him  consumed.  But  from  their  midst  I  heard  the 
Voice  demand — 

*'  Is  not  Aaron,  the  Levite,  thy  brother?  I  know  that 
he  cim  8]>eak  well ;  and  also,  he  cometh  forth  to  meet 
thee,  and  when  he  secth  thee  he  will  be  glad  in  hit 
heart.  And  thou  bIkiU  speak  unto  him"  (the  dread 
Voice  was  no  longer  in  anger),  ^^aud  put  words  in  hil 


ith ;  aud  I  will  be  with  thj  month,  and  with  Ui 
ith,  and  will  teach  yoa  what  jou  shall  do.  And  ke 
1  be  1I17  epokcBmaa  onto  the  people ;  and  he  shall 
even  lie  slmll  be  onto  Mm  instead  of  m  mouth,  nod 
1  shalt  be  to  Hm  instead  of  QoD.  And  thon  shalt 
!  tliu  rod  in  thy  hand,  wherewith  thoa  dialt  do 
s.** 
licD  Moecfl  rose  from  the  gronnd,  and  bowed  hit  bowi 

in  Biibmission  and  obedience  to  the  voice  of  the 
1.  Tlio  flame  had  already  begnn  to  fad«  slowly, 
1  it  Ap[>carcd  like  a  golden  clond,  which  now  rajndly 
:cd  away  like  a  mist  touched  with  tiie  setting  sun. 

next  moment  it  was  invisible,  leaving  the  sacred 
I  as  before,  green  with  leaves  and  brilliant  with 
l-flowcrs ;  and  as  I  gazed,  a  pair  of  snow-white  dovea 
tet]  tii>on  it. 

icn  M'VGs.  lifiing  np  his  eyes  to  heaven,  aud:  **0 
1  Go'l,  who  is  like  unto  Tliee  among  the  gods  1  Who  ia 
untnTlieo,  gliiriousand  fearful, doing  wondeni  The 
I  b1i»11  TvifTi  forever,  great  in  power  and  hotineoa! 
is  mv  0»ii.  niwl  I  will  praise  nim;  my  fathera'Ood, 

I  will  rii.-);;rity  Hie  liolv  name  forever!     He  hath 
[■iiiboreil  Hid  ci>vei]imt  with  Abmliam,  and  His  Ven- 
ice ngitiiiKt  the  nation  tlint  nppresselh  His  people." 
t  iliis  iniiuu-nt  I  bclieKl  Anran  advancing  along  the 
f.     Wlu'ii  lie    liflu'hl    M-ifCS,  whose  person  yel 
u»l   liriiflii  with  ilie  liiip.>ring  glory  of  the  divine 
«tic<-,  lie  ran  lo  liim,  ami  kii'^ing  him.  said-^ 
TliiiS  liiii  I  behold  lliec  in  my  vittioii,  brother  I" 
Iliust  llmu  al^i  oecn  Gm)  t'ace  to  face  t"  demanded 
ee,    reii^nling    Itiin   wiili    affectiunAto    eameatnei^ 
U  ihou  art  come  hither  from  Egypt  BO  aooaf* 
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"  I  was  at  prayer  fourteen  days  ago,  in  Qoehen,  wha 
a  vision  stood  before  me !— such  a  form,  donbtlees,  ■ 
our  father  Abraham  beheld.  It  said  to  me,  ^Oo  into 
the  wilderness  to  meet  Moses.'  Then,  in  the  vision,  I 
beheld  thee  standing  in  the  mount  of  God,  and  the  glort 
of  the  Lord  shone  upon  thee,  and  thou  wast  talking  viih 
one  who  seemed  like  an  angel  of  6od,  and  I  knew  thit 
tliou  wast  ordained  of  Him,  with  authority  to  delirtf 
Israel  out  of  Egypt.  Therefore,  delaying  not«  I  am  come 
hither  according  to  the  command  of  the  angel  of  the 
Lord.  jMv  heart  is  glad  at  beholding  thee!  Speak 
now,  O  my  brother,  for  the  angel  said  to  me,  *  He  sluU 
tell  thee  all  the  words  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  signs 
which  He  hath  commanded  him.^  " 

Moses  then  told  Aaron  all  the  words  which  God  bid 
spoken  unto  him,  and  how  the  Lord  bad  sent  him  to 
deliver  Israel,  and  had  given  him  courage  and  pover 
to  obey,  rcmovini^  his  fears  and  confirming  his  faith. 
Tliereupon  he  showed  Aaron  the  rod  in  his  hand,  and 
said,  '"If  tills  rod  becomes  a  serpent,  as  it  did  before 
the  Lord,  then  wilt  thou  know  that  He  hath  sent  me, 
and  is  with  me  I  for  ihis  is  His  sign." 

Ashe  sj)oke,  he  oust  the  rod  far  from  him  upon  the 
ground,  whicli  it  no  sooner  struck  than  it  1>eeame  a  se^ 
pent,  and  ran  swiftly  towards  Moses,  who  reached  forth, 
and  «^nas|)inc^  it  hvthe  hi*ad  without  fear,  lo !  it  became 
aj^ain  a  roil  of  alin«H)d-wood,  as  before  I  The  othersign 
also  ]\Iosi*s  showed  to  his  hrother,  who  then  an:*wered 
and  said — 

'*  Thou  shalt  deliver  Israel,  and  I  will  be  thy  servant. 
ainl  hear  thv  rod  hrfore  thot*  !  *' 

I  had  already,  by  the  iuvitatiou  of  Moses,  drawn  near 
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u>  tliGBv  bi>]y  ati<l  great  mcu,  and  walked  witli  them, 
feeling,  prince  thut  I  am,  tlic  dvcptitt  wiiBC  of  inferior- 
ity and  liuiniliiy.  I  t'vlt  lliat  I  cmild  bu  tliu  servant  ot 
botli,  and  llmt  I  wiu  lionarud  wliun  taking  njt  the  eao- 
daU  which  MoM'b  hud  put  utT  hie  feet.  1  knelt  befom 
liim  to  put  thi-ni  fin ;  hut.  in  liitt  nuMlcAty,  this  priiiro 
apnoioted  of  Gnd  would  not  piiIIVt  ine. 

TIic  two  VL>nerulile  hnithiTD — luie  eighty  yean  nf  agu, 
■nd  the  oilier  eiyhty-lliree — now  walked  togellier  to- 
vanlH  the  shcjilionrx  caro  on  the  niountain-si<le,  diB- 
er>ur>>i>ig  i>f  llie  wnnderl'ul  and  ,i"yful  crentD  wliich  had 
jiut  paiuicil,  of  ilic  promised  deliverance  of  Israel,  and 
how  (iihI  wohM  ucomii'lirih  it,  and  hy  what  Bort  of  ex- 
ereiee  of  power  and  niaje&l}'. 

The  next  day  Mom'i-  returned  to  Jelhro,  and  said  to 
biiu — 

"  I  pray  thoc  lot  me  go,  and  return  nnto  my  people 
which  are  in  Ej:_vpt,  and  see  how  tliey  fare,  and  if  my 
brethren  of  tlie  t'aniilr  ot*  Ia-vI  he  yet  alive — for  the 
I^>rd  hath  )-ho»-u  me  that  all  the  men  are  dead  which 
■ou{.'!it  niv  lite."    And  hl^  vvnerable  fatlier-iu-law  said — 

••(;..  in  |.,a.o.- 

Tliirel'iirt-,  inv  dear  t'atln-r,  iliree  days  afterwards, 
&f>>?e!!.  aeeoniiianii'l  by  bin  brother  and  mycilf,  tixik 
Umvc  '.f  J.-:bn<.  .i:i(l  lakiug  hit.  wife  and  f-n,  und  hold- 
ing tlie  "ri"l  of  t;...r"  ill  his  bund.  left  Midian.  Tlio 
n«.'Xl  day  wt-  fell  in  wi'U  a  i-ariivan  from  die  Kaht.  and 
after  many  davn  1  ..]„■,■  in..iv  reaehed  Egypt.  In  liight 
t(  Oil,  I  parted  frijii  >I">e:'.  wli.i  wi-iit  with  liis  family 
to  that  part   of  the  land  of  (lor^ben  where  his  tribv 
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dwells,  which  is  not  far  from  the  treasure-city  of  Rt- 
amses. 

The  first  hours  I  could  command,  after  reaching  dn 
palace  of  the  Governor  of  On,  with  whom  I  dwell  M  i 
gnest,  I  have  devoted,  my  dear  father,  to  a  recital  of 
these  extraordinary  events.  Moses  seems  to  be  a  dif- 
ferent man!  calm  majesty  sits  entlironed  upon  his  brow, 
and  he  is  profoundly  impressed  with  the  snblime  mil- 
sion  which  Ueavcn  has  intrusted  to  him. 

Aaron,  who  has,  from  time  to  time,  revisited  EgJI^ 
and  is  well  known  to  the  elders  of  his  people,  will  be  i 
great  support  and  aid  to  Moses,  in  his  intercooTBe  with 
the  Hebrews.  Tlie  two  mighty  brothers  are  now  wmenh 
bling  the  elders  together,  though  it  is  but  two  diji 
since  they  returned  to  Egypt  Secretly,  meaBengen 
have  been  going  by  night  tliroughout  the  land  of 
Goshen,  calling  an  assembly,  in  the  name  of  the  God  of 
Abraliam,  to  meet,  two  nights  hence,  at  the  minad 
fountain  of  Jacob. 

I  shall  also  be  present,  dear  father,  by  permiflBon  of 
the  inspired  Moses.  What  infinite  issues  will  grow  out 
of  that  midnight  meeting  of  these  "  sons  of  God,"  foi 
such,  though  in  bondage,  arc  tliese  Hebrews  shown  to 
be  I  How  little  Tliotlimes-Amosis,  who  calls  himfloU 
also,  vainly,  after  Amunophis,  the  Great,  and  assnmoi 
the  style,  "  Upholder  of  worlds,"  "  Lord  of  the  Dis- 
deni  of  Heaven,"  and  "  Beloved  of  the  Sun,"  upon  hit 
cartoucli, — how  little,  I  repeat,  he  dreams  that  One 
miglitier  than  he,  the  Upholder  of  the  universe,  veij 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  Creator  of  the  sun,  ii 
armed  with  vengeance  against  him,  and  will  preoentlj 
bring  him  into  judgment  for  the  bondage  of  theBs* 
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bnwi !  I  Btw  him  this  moming  Id  Ui  palaoo,  for  ba  U 
aov  in  hii  palace  at  On,  having  hastened  to  jmj  him 
Buj  homage  after  mj  abaence.  He  was  in  gaj  hnmor, 
tar  news  had  reached  him  that  his  "  lord  of  the  mines  " 
knd  opened  a  new  vein  of  stlTer,  in  the  sonthem  moan* 
tains  near  Ethiopia. 

**  I  will  send  one  bondred  thoosaad  of  these  Hebrewi 
to  work  it,  O  prince,"  he  said.  **  I  will,  to^oorrow,  giv* 
orden  to  all  the  govemon,  and  chief  captaini,  and  ' 
oflBoers  orer  them,  to  choose  me  the  strongest  and  most 
dangerons,  and  assemble  them  in  companies  of  thou* 
■nods,  and,  under  strong  guard,  march  them  to  the  Thfr 
baid.  Bj  the  gods  ]  rcsterday  I  was  pUaning  soma 
new  derice  to  destroy  their  children,  male  and  female ; 
hot  the  mines  come  hap{Hly  to  mj  aid !  " 

Thos  does  this  proud,  weak,  loxuriooa,  and  emel 
■Knarcb,  confident  of  power,  and  sitting  as  a  god  apOQ 
htm  throne,  ockuuwledging  no  power  above  his  owilf 
dream  of  wealth,  and  rejoice  in  dominion  ! 

Did  policj  prompt  me  to  give  him  warning  I  I  fear> 
•d  the  Ood  of  Uoaes  more  than  I  sympathised  with  • 
oontemporaneous  prince,  albeit  Tyre  was  his  all/. 

Farewell,  my  dear  father. 

Uy  next  letter  will,  no  doubt,  convey  to  700  itirtHiig 


Tour  aBectionato  scm, 

BXHBB  OF  DAXAMnb 
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LETTEB    VI. 

RfCMTOKfl  OF  DAJCABOUB  TO  KOTO  80081X18. 

Om  ov  Om^  Smm, 

AIt  deab  Father: 

The  secret  aflsembly  of  the  eldera,  called  hj 
Moees,  met  last  night.  It  was  in  a  solitary  place,  far 
from  any  of  the  garrisons  of  soldiers.  In  the  disgnise  of 
»  Hebrew,  I  also  was  present,  standing  by  Aaron.  It 
was  after  midniglit  before  all  tlie  elders  could  elade  the 
vigilance  of  their  officers,  and  had  assembled.  The 
well  of  Jacnb,  you  recollect.  It  is  where  you  had  the 
ciiivorpatioi)  with  Remcses  (now  Moses),  upon  the  con- 
dilion  of  the  Hebrews,  llie  Egyptian  soldiers,  who  ans 
very  supers! it ini].s,  will  not  venture  near  this  desolate 
fountain  by  night ;  for  the  tradition  is,  that  it  leads  to  the 
ri'ithns  of  the  lower  world,  and  that  there  are  evil  beingi 
\\'h'>  issue  tVoiu  it  in  the  darkness,  and  drag  under  the 
laith  all  who  walk  piist  it.  Tlie  Hebrews  have  no  such 
superstition,  or  (les{)ised  their  feare  on  an  occasion  like 
the  present.  Aaron,  in  selecting  the  spot,  knew  it 
would  be  safe  from  intrusion  on  the  part  of  the  Egyp- 
tians. 
It  was  a  sublime  spectacle  to  see  no  leaa  dun  fotf 
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•  haudred  and  eighty  elders  of  tho  Hebrewa,  forty  out  of 
each  tribe,  met  together  beneath  tlie  aged  palm-treee 
that  ovenhadowed  lie  fountain,  and  where  Jacob  had 
sat,  with  his  sons  about  him,  in  peace,  under  the  pro- 
tecting eceptre  of  the  king  of  that  day. 

The  moon  shone  here  and  there  upon  a  Bilvery  head, 
■while  others  were  grouped  in  shadow.  There  was  a 
deep,  expecting  Bileuce.  At  length  Aaron  stood  up  in 
their  midst,  his  venerable  tigore  visible  to  all  present, 
ae  the  pale  moonlight  fell  upon  him — 

"  Men  and  brethren,  Hebrews  of  the  honse  of  Abra- 
ham our  father,  hear,  while  I  make  known  to  yon  why 
I  have  called  this  strange  meeting — for  when  before  haa 
Israel  met  io  such  an  assembly  1  Tour  presence,  your 
readinesB  to  come,  your  courage,  and  your  enccesB  in 
reaching  here,  all  show  to  me  tlie  hand  of  God,  and  the 
power  of  God." 

Aaron  then  gave  a  liietory  of  the  origin  of  their  nar 
tion,  of  God's  promise  to  Abraham,  of  his  prophecy  of 
their  bondage  and  deliverance,  and  bis  promise  to  give 
them  the  land  of  the  Canaanites.  They  listened  with 
deep  attention,  for  he  spoke  with  remarkable  eloquence. 
He  then  said,  "The  hour  of  our  deliverance  is  at  hand. 
God  has  remembered  His  promise,  and  come  down  to 
onr  deliverance."  Tlien,  with  thrilling  power,  the  ven- 
irable  speaker  described  the  scene  at  the  burning  bush 
■u  Horcb,  and,  in  conclusion,  presented  Moses,  hia 
brotlier,  to  the  elders.  He  was  received  with  a  munnor 
if  satisfaction ;  but  some  doubted.  Olliers  remembered 
that  he  bad  been  raised  an  EgjiiUan,  and  openly  ex- 
preeaed  their  fear  that  it  was  a  plan  to  hetrar  them  into 
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a  movement,  that  would  give  Pharaoh  an  ezcow  tc 
destroy  them  all. 

^  Let  us  see  his  miracloa  I  If  Qod  sent  him,  let  u  Me 
his  rod  become  a  serpent  before  ou*  faces,"  said  b 
old  man  brutally  and  tauntingly. 

Moses  took  the  rod  from  the  hand  of  his  brother,  sad 
said  with  sternness — 

"  Thou  shalt  see  and  believe  I" 

He  then  cast  it  upon  the  ground,  when  it  not  ooly 
became  a  serpent,  but  its  scales  glittered  like  Sn> 
With  fierce  hissing  it  coiled  itself  about  the  form  of  die 
doubter,  and  lifting  its  head  above  his  own,  darted  it 
every  way  with  flashing  eyes,  so  that  there  was  a  uni- 
versal cry  of  horror.  The  wretched  old  man  fell  to  the 
ground,  the  serpent  uncoiled  from  his  form,  and  M066I 
taking  it  by  tlie  tail  it  became  a  rod  again  in  his  hand! 

At  tliis  miracle,  the  whole  assembly,  save  one  man, 
became  cr»nviuced  that  Moses  had  been  sent  by  God  to 
them.     Tills  one  said — 

''  It  is  tlie  magician's  art  I  lie  hath  been  an  Egyptisn 
priest,  and  knows  their  mysteries." 

Upon  this,  Moses  said — 

'^Korali,  I  reinembcr  thee!  I  was  educated  as  ao 
Egyptian,  but  I  know  none  of  their  magic ;  and  to  shov 
thee  that  this  is  the  power  of  God,  thrust  thy  hand  into 
Uiv  bottom !'' 

Tlio  man  obcved. 

^'  Take  it  forth !'"  said  Moses,  in  a  tone  of  command. 

Uo  did  so  and  it  was  leprous  as  snow,  and  the  mooc 
glared  upon  it,  as  upon  the  alabaster  hand  of  a  status 
He  uttered  a  cry  uf  horror. 


not  anbelieving,"  Mud  UoMs.  "Bepbea  Oj 
a  thj  boeom."  He  did  M)!  tod  took  it  oat 
1  like  the  other.  The  man  who  had  been  eo- 
b;  the  serpent  ftlso  row  to  lus  feet,  end  both 
ledgod  the  power  of  Ood,  uid  the  sothority  of 

He  DOW  made  known  to  them  that  Ood  had 
u  to  demand  their  release  from  Pharaoh ;  and 
I  king  woald  at  fint  refoae,  bat  that  after  be  had 
;  power  of  God  he  would  yield  and  let  them  go 
It  of  Egjrpt,  to  the  good  luid  promiaed  to  Abm- 
■  hU  Beed,  forever. 

rum  DOW,  elders  and  brethren,"  he  aaid  to  tbenif 
u  who  epakc  b;  aothoritj'  to  thote  who  reoog- 
,  "  return  to  jrour  places  of  toiL     Be  qmet  and 

and  wait  the  hand  of  God.  He  will  maoifeil 
rj  and  display  His  power  in  yonr  behalf  as  was 
one  on  earth  before.    Bear  patientlj  yoor  laboiai 

not  doubt  that  the  time  of  yonr  deliTeraaea  is 
..  Lut  ull  Israul  know  the  ^ad  tidiop  of  Ood^ 
■11,  and  that  lie  baa  surely  stretched  out  His  arm 
;y]>t,  to  broak  their  yoke  of  bondage." 
t-simorJitiury  uaaeiubly  then  separated,  each  utaii 
liiCL- ;  and  Muaus  and  Aaron  went  to  the  hooae  ni 
Ha»]i<in,  a  Lcvit*^,  whnee  sister  bad  beoome 
>  witu  many  yours  bufore.  Here  I  remained 
"mill}; ;  liut  no  eye  cl>«Gd  ia  sleep,  for  maoj  bad 
il  tlif  hruihurs,  uiiil  till  duwu  they  were  holding 
po  with  tlicir  friends,  on  the  woaderftil  thin^ 
o  hai.i.<.-n. 

«  eaid  he  should  go  before  Pharaoh  the  next  day 
I,  wtivQ  he  held  public  audieuce  in  tha  t~ 
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room,  that  great  hall  of  Egyptian  state,  which,  my  deir 
father  you  once  described,  and  where  you  were  pr^ 
sented  to  Queen  Amense,  as  she  was  seated  ap<»i  the 
same  throne. 

Farewell,  my  dear  father.    In  three  days  I  will  write 
yoQ  again. 

BUBOS  OV  DAXAiODlii 


m   BOKDAQS. 


LKTTEB    VIT. 


OF   DUUfiOUS  TO 


Om  OF  Ob,  Eotp*. 
Ut  deab  Fathzb: 

Moses  has  met  Pharaoh,  face  to  face,  and  de- 
manded of  liim  the  liberty  of  the  Hebrew  nation  I  The 
Bcene  in  the  throue-room  was  deeply  interesting  and 
Btriking ;  and  I  will  endeavor  briefly  to  convey  to  yon 
a  conception  of  it, 

Tlie  king,  on  that  day  gave  andience  in  the  throne-room, 
when,  acconJing  to  custom,  no  one,  however  humble,  wac 
refused  permiaeion  to  lay  hiB  petition  before  hie  king. 
At  the  hour  appointed,  Moses  the  mjgbty  Hebrew,  and 
Aaron  his  brother,  accompanied  by  seven  of  the  chiol 
men  of  their  nation — a  venerable  company  with  their 
flowing  beards  and  snow-white  locks — entered  the  city 
from  Raamaes,  and  proceeded  towards  the  palace.  The 
cAptain  of  the  giuird,  seeing  they  were  Hebrews,  looked 
amazed,  and  would  have  stopped  them,  hut  the  majesty 
and  authority  with  which  the  two  brotliers  moved,  side 
by  side,  awed  him,  and  without  sjteaking,  he  suffered 
them  to  enter  the  palace,  and  tliey  passed  on,  looking 
neither  to  the  right  nor  the  left.  Knowing  that  they 
would  appear  at  that  hoar  I  stood  near  and  beheld  tbem. 
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Thej  traversed  the  corridor  of  the  vestibale,  and 
courtiers  and  lords  and  servitors  gave  way  before  thi 
for  they  were  clad  in  long  robes  like  priesta,  and 
pearcd  to  them  to  be  some  sacred  procesaion :  but  wi 
they  perceived  that  they  were  Hebrewa*  they  looked  i 
contempt  on  them,  yet  let  them  pasa.  So  these  Aq 
men  advanced,  and  BtcKxl  before  the  ivory  throne,  wb 
the  king  sat  in  rohes  of  cloth  of  purple  and  vestmi 
of  gold,  wearing  the  double  crown.  Hia  high  <A 
st«>od  abi>ut  him,  his  body-guard  were  stationed  on  e 
side  of  the  throne,  while  before  him  kneeled  a  na 
petitioner.  It  was  a  woman,  whose  son  had  accidena 
wounde<l  an  ibis  with  an  arrow,  and  waa  condemnac 
die.    She  plead  to  the  king  for  his  life. 

^^  Nav,  woman,  he  must  not  live  T'  anawered  Fhin 
"  If  he  had  slain  a  slave  or  a  Hebrew,  I  might  gr, 
thv  i»ravi>r;  hut  to  wound  a  sacred  bird  is  Mcrik 
Retiri* !  Hut  who  come  hither?"  he  demanded  «f 
grainl-cluunherhiin  beside  his  footstool,  as  be  taw  1 
Ili^hrow  coTn])any  aclvancing.     "Who  are  these P 

''Tlioylook  like  Hebrews,  father,**  aaid  the  aoa 
Tfii»t)iTne.sofl,  a  young  prince  twenty  yean  of  aga,  w 
louii«rod  indiilently  against  one  of  the  ivory  figoreid 
adi>rn(Ml  tho  thri»ne. 

'*IIi*brews?*' 8aid  the  king.  "What  do  they  kr 
And  in  robes!  Ah,  Prince  of  T^re,  welcome !**  he ai 
turning  to  u\{.\  as,  at  the  moment,  I  appeared  andwa 
my  obeisance  before  Inm.  "Yon  honor  oa  faj  J* 
preP<»nce  in  our  hall  of  judgment." 

Wliile  he  ppoke.  Aaron  and  Moaea  had  readwdd 
foot  <if  the  throne.  Tlieir  venerable  and  m^estic  aq« 
seemed  to  impress  tiim.    *  Who  are  ^  et    AiajtB 
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flehrews  t"  he  demanded,  with  a  face  expressing  mingled 
iur{>nec  and  doiiht. 

"  Wu  arc  Ilubrews,  <)  kiiifj,"  aiisworcd  Aaron,  with 
re»|H»;tt'iil  Ixiiiinge.  "  Wu  arc  two  brvtliren.  My  name 
is  Aaron  tho  Loviic,  and  tliis  my  l>riitlicr  is  M<w<.>8  tlic 
Midianito;  and  tht-i^c  otlu're  arv  the  ulilure  of  I«rucl — 
ehiufa  o(  tho  Ilclirow  jHtoplu."  Tliia  wait  &]Hikeii  with 
aUmnefla  and  fi-nrk-atiiiei^. 

"  And  wUeretiire  arc  yc  come  hither  ("  the  kin<r  cried. 
"Who  of  my  p)vcrnon»  haij  let  ymi  I'rum  ywur  work? 
Whrt  iB  Israel )" 

"TIiui"  eaitli  tlie  L-inl,  tlio  Governor  "t"  tlie  uuiverse," 
answered  Aap>n  :  "  *  Israel  is  my  smi.  even  my  tinit-lHim. 
Lc:  my  nm  ^n,  iliat  he  may  serve  me,"  And  if  thou  re- 
fuse to  let  Urael  }i'i.  O  kin>r,"  eontinned  Aaron  with  so 
■ir  of  inspiration,  '-hehuld  onr  Hod  will  slay  thy  bod, 
•reQ  thy  tirct-t»>rn," 

The  kin^  started,  and  hecanie  ]iah-  with  anger  and 
unnzomcnl ;  and  hin  mm.  Annmophis,  sprang  forward  a 
■tep,  and  laid  hia  liatid  upon  the  jewelled  Beimitar  he 
Wop-  a:  liir  ^'irllr  ot"  his  vepUiri',  rryiiij;. — 

"i>]ay  me!  What  menace  id  this,  graybcardt  A 
coiisipir^ii.-y.  my  t'ailierl" 

•■  Wii.i  ii)  liie  I^>rd,"  ilemandi-d  the  king,  "that  I 
ih.HiM  ..l.,-y  Mis  v..ie.-,  aixl  lei  L-niel  g..;  I  know  n-t 
till.  L<rd.  nriilicr  will  I  let  Israel  go.  What  thn-ate  are 
tlie»i:  (  II"I  eaptain  of  the  guard,  seize  these  Ilebrvwa, 
Slid  )  ut  them  in  prison  !" 

Tlie  capraiii  of  the  ;:ii:ird  pn']i:ired  to  .ihey,  hut  Mot  a 
■pldier  irioved.  'I1[i'  iiiitjt-Ty  ,•{  Mn^o,  Hp  he  lizvd  tlid 
eyes  ii]H>n  them,  n^-  '.:  \\.\t,  piiralyzed  Uiem.  ^101 
Aaron  auBwered  Tharaoli.  and  Aaid  : 
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^^Uc  is  the  God  of  the  Hebrews,  O  king;  the  Lord  of 
the  sun,  and  Upholder  of  worlds.  He  hatli  met  with  u 
Biid  commanded  us  to  go  three  dajs^  joumcj  out  of 
Egjpt  into  the  desert,  and  sacrifice  unto  Him,  as  oar 
fatliers  aforetime  did :  and  if  we  disobey  His  voice,  He 
will  fall  upon  us,  and  destroy  us  with  pesdleDce  or  vitli 
the  sword ;  for  what  other  people  is  there  that  do  not 
their  sacrifices,  save  our  nation  ?  Therefore,  thus  uith 
tiie  Lord  of  the  Hebrews  to  thee,  O  King  ot  Egypt, 
^  Let  my  people  go,  that  they  may  hold  a  holy  feast  U 
me  in  the  wilderness.' " 

'^  By  the  gods  of  Egypt^  ye  Moses  and  Aaron, '  cried 
the  king,  rising  from  his  throne  in  great  wrath,  *'  I  defy 
the  God  of  the  Hebrews!  Wherefore  do  ye  hinder  the 
people  from  their  works  2  Get  you,  and  these  cAd  meo 
with  you,  unto  your  burdens !  Ye  seek  to  destroj 
Egypt ;  for  if  the  Hebrews,  which  are  now  many  in  the 
land,  be  let  three  days  from  their  burdens,  they  will  do 
uiischief,  and  make  sedition.  Get  thee  from  my  pree^ 
ence  !  But  for  thy  gray  head,  O  Aaron,  you  should  be 
put  to  dca:h !  This  is  a  new  thing  in  Egypl^  Let  them 
forth  I"  lie  culled  to  his  servitors. 

Mo^os  :iii>wcred,  speaking  for  the  lirst  time, — 

"  ()  King  Tliothniesei?,  the  God  of  the  Hebrews,  wht*.* 
SL'ivaiit  I  am,  will  yet  make  thee  know  His  power,  and 
iliat  there  is  none  else — no  other  God  but  HimP 

TIi(i  king  made  no  reply.  He  sunk  back  npon  his 
tliroiie  overcome  with  surprise;  and  I  could  perceive  a 
certain  look  of  fear  in  his  eyes.  Prince  Amunophis  fol- 
lowed the  retiring  ainhassadors  of  God,  and,  as  they 
reached  the  vestibule,  he  gave  orders  to  the  onter 
guard  to  arrest  the  wliole  company.     Bat  with  a  g» 
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tuie  of  hk  hand,  Moees  cauaed  theiu  to  retire  before  him ; 
and  tbe  prince,  returuiug  with  auiazemoiit,  eaid  to  tbe 
king: 

"Tlieee  two  men  are  gods,  O  king!  Tliey  cany  tho 
aspect  and  majesty  of  demigodB,  and  ali  men  fear  to  lay 
bands  oa  tbem  I" 

"  If  I  hear  more  of  them,"  answered  Pharaoh,  by  this 
time  recovered  from  hia  emotion,  "I  will  know  whether 
tbey  are  gods  or  men !  Tliey  shall  die,  by  the  life  ol 
Osiris!     Do  these  Hebrews  want  more  workj" 

The  king  then  commanded  to  come  before  him  hlB 
chief  officers,  governors,  captains,  and  head  taskmaetcrs, 
and  said  to  them,  "Te  shall  no  more  give  the  Hebrew 
people  straw  to  make  brick  as  heretofore.  Let  them  go 
and  gather  straw  for  themselves.  And  the  number  of 
bricks  which  they  have  made  heretofore,  shall  ye  bind 
them  to.  Te  shall  not  diminifih  aught  thereof;  for  they 
are  idle,  and  cry,  '  Let  ns  go  and  sacrifice  to  our  God  ' 
Let  there  be  more  work  laid  upon  the  men,  tliat  they 
may  be  bo  employed  as  not  to  have  leisure  to  regard  the 
vain  words  of  this  Moses  and  Aaron  1" 

Thus,  my  dear  father,  the  first  result,  of  the  interposi- 
tion of  Moses  for  his  people,  is  to  increase  their  oppree- 
aoo  I  Yet  their  Ood  is  above  all,  and  will  manifest  Bis 
pcwtsr  for  their  deliverance. 

Your  affectionate  son, 

Reuesbs  or  Dakasods. 


L 
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LETTER   VIII. 

OlROtOv. 

BIy  deab  and  venerable  Father  : 

Many  days  havo  passed  since  I  wrote  to  701 
You  will  wish  to  hear  the  ultimate  issue  of  the  com' 
mand  of  Pharaoh,  to  increase  the  burdens  of  thf 
Hebrews,  and  its  effects  upon  them. 

In  obedience  to  this  command,  the  taskmasters  and 
officers  of  tliis  unhap])y  people  went  out  and  strictly  ful- 
filled it.  Tlie  poor  Ilebrew  brickmakere,  in  whose  work 
coarse  straw  of  wlicat  cut  fine  is  necessary  to  make  the 
clay  cohere,  as  they  are  only  dried  in  the  sun,  are  now 
distributed  all  over  Egyj)t  seeking  straw,  which  hitherto 
the  Eg}*])tian  laborers  brought  to  tliem  in  carts  and 
laden  barges.  Tlius  dispersed,  they  gather  stubble,  and 
dry  bulrushes,  and  grass,  and  every  thing  they  can  in 
tlieir  haste  find  on  the  surface  of  the  ground;  for  i2 
night  comes  and  their  tale  of  bricks  falls  short,  they  are 
beaten.  As,  thorolbre,  one  half  of  the  time  of  many  ii 
cctnsunied  in  searching  the  highways  and  fields,  instead 
of  being  all  the  time,  as  heretofore,  engaged  only  in 
making  brick,  the  tiisk  put  upon  them  is  an  impossible 
one;  and  every wliere  the  s<>uud  of  the  rod  and  whip, 
and  the  cry  of  suiferers,  goes  up  from  the  land.     hX 
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:th  the  elders  and  officers  of  the  HebrewB  (for  thdr 
people  are  often  made  their  toekmaetera,  who  also 
to  acconnt  to  their  Egyptian  captains  for  their  fnl- 
lent  of  the  king's  command),  got  courage  from  do' 
r,  and  meeting  the  king  as  he  vas  abroad  in  hie 
iot,  cast  themselveB  before  him,  crying,  "Wherefore 
thou  dealt  tbns  with  ns?  It  is  not  oar  fbolt  that 
;annot  make  up  the  number  of  bricks,  aa  heretofore, 
Qg  straw  is  not  given  as ;  and  thy  eervanta  are 
en  ;  bnt  the  fault  is  in  thine  own  officers." 
haraoh  angrily  answered,  "  Te  are  idle  I  Te  arc 
I  Ye  have  not  enough  to  do,  or  ye  would  not  think 
lad  time  to  go  into  the  desert  to  sacrifice  to  yom 
.  Go,  therefore,  and  do  your  tasks,  for  there  shall 
traw  bo  given  you." 

And  eliall  we  deliver  the  tale  of  bricks?"  they  cried. 
To  the  last  one  of  them  I"  answered  the  king;  and 
L  an  impatient  sign  for  them  to  stand  aside  from  hi* 
■iot-wlieeU,  be  daohcd  forward  on  his  way,  attended 
lis  brilliant  retinue.  Tlie  unhappy  men  then  per- 
ed  "that  tliey  were  in  evil  ease,"  as  one  of  them 
to  me  in  relating  this  interview;  and  meeting H'jcea 
Aaron  in  the  ticlda  not  long  afterwards,  one  of  their 
ibcr  eaid,  iiidigiiantly,  and  with  grief — 
Tlie  LijT<i  \r^ik  Dpon  yoo,  Urises  and  Aaron,  Mid 
je  you,  becauec  by  your  interference  with  the  king, 
L  haet  put  a  sword   into  tlie  baud  of  PhantAt  to 

U6." 

[osca  lvjkf;d  a/irrowfnlly  and  tr'/nbleH,  and  raWng 
jyos  licav(:r,T,ird  tat  ht-.  l*.-ft  them  wit(w«t  s  r»ply, 
le  wo:  r.o:  K.w  u,  ar^wer,  they  beard  hioi  aj  ttSl* 
Sod,  and  gay — 
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^^  Lord,  wherefore  bast  Thou  bo  evil  entreated  thiiThj 
people  i  Why  is  it  that  Thou  didst  send  me  t  For  siim 
I  came  to  Pharaoh  to  speak  in  Thy  name,  he  hath  done 
evil  to  this  people ;  neither,  O  Lord  Gtod,  haat  Thou  <!»> 
livered  Thy  people  at  all  I" 

Then  came  a  voice  from  heayen,  which  they  hevd 
and  said — 

^^  Thou  shalt  see  what  I  will  do  to  Pharaoh ;  for  ht 
shall  let  you  go,  and  drive  you  out  of  his  land.  I  an 
the  Lord  who  spake  to  tliee  in  Horeb,  out  of  the  bu» 
ing  bush ;  and  I  appeared  unto  Abraham,  auto  Isaac, 
and  unto  Jacob,  by  the  name  of  Gk>d  AlmishtT.  But 
by  my  name  Jehovah  was  I  not  known  to  them.  I 
have  heard  the  groaning  of  the  children  of  Israel. 
Wherefore  say  unto  them,  ^  I  am  the  Lord,  and  I  vill 
bring  you  out  from  under  the  burdens  of  the  Egypdiu, 
and  I  will  take  you  to  me  for  a  people,  and  1  will  be  to 
you  a  God ;  and  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  yoor 
Ood,  which  bringeth  you  out  from  under  the  bordena  of 
the  Egyptians.  And  I  will  bring  you  in  onto  the  land 
which  I  did  swear  to  give  to  Abraham,  and  to  Isaac, 
and  to  Jacob,  and  I  will  give  it  to  you  for  an  heritage. 
I  am  the  Ix»nl !'  " 

With  these  words,  Moses  sought  to  comfort  the  He^ 
brews,  his  brethren,  going  to  them  and  proclaiming  it 
to  them  in  their  cars ;  but  for  an  anguish  of  spirit,  and 
the  great  pressure  of  their  cruel  bondage  upon  their 
minds,  they  did  not  hearKcn  unto  him.  Hope  in  thair 
bosoms  was  utterly  dead.  Moreover,  many  of  them 
looked  on  him  with  eyes  of  hatred,  as  the  anthor  of  tlua 
increase  of  tlieir  wretchedness. 

What  b  situation  was  this  for  the  aerea&t  of  GodI 


ISKASL   IN   BUNDAQK.  611 

Ooutidtjnt  of  the  power  aitd  truth  of  Jehorah,  he  coiil(! 
not  reconcile  therewith  this  increase  of  the  power  of 
Pharaoh.  Perhaps,  at  times,  his  own  faith  was  severeljr 
tried. 

Since  then,  a  month  has  passed,  donng  which  period 
1  saw  Moses  often  in  Goshen,  where  he  passed  his  time 
in  encouraging  those  of  his  brethren  who  would  give 
heed  to  him. 

In  tlie  mean  while,  Pliaraoh,  as  if  in  contempt  or  de- 
fiance of  the  God  of  the  Hebrews,  baa  been  engaged 
in  extraordinary  religious  rites ;  and  every  day  the  streets 
have  resounded  with  the  music  of  instrumeots  and  cho- 
ral songs  of  procesaions  to  the  gods.  I  witnessed  all  of 
these  ceremonies,  and  will  describe  some  of  them  that 
are  not  mentioned  by  you  in  your  letters  from  Egypt, 
my  dear  fatlier. 

On  the  seventh  day  after  Moses  and  Aaron  left  him, 
Thothmeses  went  in  sUito  to  tlie  black  marble  temple  of 
the  sacred  serpent,  TJraeus,  to  offer  sacrifice  and  oblation 
to  its  great  imago  of  gold  with  jewelled  eyes  and  hideous 
lieud.  He  addressed  it  as  the  god  of  wisdom  and  sa- 
gacity, and  presented  ufforings  of  flowers,  and  a  neck- 
lace of  emeralds;  while,  I'ur  the  living  serpents,  held 
ttiicred  by  the  Egyptians,  he  left  gifw  of  money  to  pur- 
L-liLii>e  food  lor  their  repletion. 

The  next  day  he  proceeded,  at  the  head  of  the  prieBt= 
and  tlie  most  magnificent  religious  procession  I  have 
seen  in  Egypt,  from  his  jiulace  along  the  Bphinx-lined 
avenue  to  the  terrace  of  tlie  Nile,  opposite  the  Island  ol 
Itlmda,  where  otauds  a  brazen  statue  of  the  god  Nilus, 
with  those  of  Osiris  and  Thoth  on  either  side  of  its  ped 
ealuL 
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DescendiDg  from  his  chariot,  he  adrmnoed 
river,  and  poured  from  a  goblet,  set  with  diamondft, 
tion  of  wine  iato  its  waves,  and  invoked  the  rive 
as  a  deity,  concluding  his  prayer  with  a  carse  op 
God  of  the  Ilebrews.  Then,  at  his  command,  thi 
sacriticer  advanced,  leading  a  Uebrew  bov  torn 
old,  whom  ho  laid  upon  the  altar  Ixefore  the  atatiM 
god,  and,  at  a  stroke  of  his  Bacrificial  knife,  iac 
tliere.  I  could  scarcely  refrain  from  a  cry  of  hor 
knew  that  the  Egyptians,  on  certain  occasiona,  iac 
human  beings  to  the  gods ;  but  I  never  expected 
hold  an  immolation  like  this.  The  palpitating  f 
the  child  was  then  taken  up  by  two  asai^tanta,  ai 
blood  of  its  heart  was  poured  forth  into  the  Nil 
libation  to  the  god.  Tlie  empurpled  wave  then  re 
the  inanimate  form,  amid  a  crash  of  instnimenial 
Tills  unusual  libation  of  blood  to  the  Nile  was  in: 
as  an  act  of  dftiance  to  the  Hebrew  Jehovah. 

The  fullowin;^  day,  Pharaoh  made  a  proceKion 
tc::ii>Ie  of  sacrtMl  fro^,  on  the  borders  of  the  ci 
Aiiiun.  Ilurc  libations  were  {>oured  ont  befufv  a 
Kil  r'phinx  liavin<^ a  tro^*:)  head,  and  offerings  mad«. 
froir  is  held  sacred  by  the  Egyptians,  because  it  u 
piibod  to  I'urify  tlie  waters  by  feeding  on  poisooi 
marshes  and  river. 

Tlie  suoeeiMlin>^  day  Pharaoh,  as  if  possened  s 
relipMiis  iiitutuation,  that  now  led  him  to  seek  the 
<<t'pi(l8  liithertit  ne<:Iected  by  him,  in  his  dresd  o 
(ro<i  nf  tlie  Ilebrews,  ]iaid  a  visit,  with  all  his  e(« 
the  ten)|>Ie  of  the  srarabivuis  or  sacred  beetle  of  E{ 
This  is  a  tnarhh.*  editice,  adorned  witli  a  frieie  of  s 
btt;i«  liaving  heads  of  every  variety  of  animaL    Qt 
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'  MioBeli  IB  a  gigantic  beetle  of  block  inarble,  with  a  hu- 
man  head.     He  is  supposed  to  protect  the  temples  from 

I  Tenmu,  Buch  as  lice  and  teas  ;  for  one  of  these  seen  in 
■  temple,  or  upon  the  garments  of  a  priest,  causes  core- 

I  monial  defilement,  and  neither  priest  nor  temple  maj^ 

II  be  made  holj  again  bnt  by  purlUcation, 

[  The  next  day  a  proceseion  was  made  by  Pharaoh  utd 
his  people  to  the  little  temple  of  Baal-Zebel,  a  deity  that 

*  is  reverenced  as  their  protector  from  flies,  which  some* 
timea  infest  the  land  in  ravenous  swarms,  and  which,  it 
is  bclicred,  this  idol  oulj  can  remove.  Con  Thothmesos 
be  eo  BuperBtitiouB  t  Or  does  he  mako  all  this  show  of 
piety  merely  to  humor  the  superstitions  of  his  people, 
and  sustain  the  priests  of  these  shrines  t  Does  ho  fear 
Moses  and  his  power,  so  as  to  desire  to  strengthen  him- 
self in  the  affections  of  the  priestliood  and  people  J 

Tlie  day  after  the  visit  to  the  temple  of  the  fly-god, 
he  went  in  groat  state  to  the  temple  of  the  sacred  ox  of 
On,  Miievis,  Here  he  sacrificed,  prayed,  poured  liba- 
tions, and  offered  oblations.  It  was  an  imposing  scene, 
as  he  was  attended  by  one  thousand  priests  clad  in  rich 
vestments,  and  wearing  shining  crowns,  the  whole  wav- 
ing censers  of  gold.  Of  the  god  be  asked  protection  to 
all  the  cattle  of  Egypt,  and  prosperity  to  the  harvests ; 
and  then  solemnly  denounced  the  God  of  the  Hebrews, 
as  a  Uod  not  known  or  honored  in  Egypt,  and  who,  if 
Ele  existed,  was  but  a  God  of  slaves. 

Tlie  next  day  of  this  ten  days'  ovation,  Pharaoh  pro- 
ceeded to  the  gloomy  temple  of  Typbon,  on  the  edge  of 
the  deeerL  Here  a  Xnbiun  nlave  was  sacriflced  to  the 
Evil  Principle,  by  being  bound  to  ibe  altar  and  homed 
alive.     The  ofliciating  priesU  then  gathered  the  ashw 


/■ 
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and  cast  tlicin  high  into  the  air,  calling  on  their  g^'l 
and  praying  him,  that  wlieresoever  an  atom  of  iht 
ashes  was  borne  on  the  wind,  evil  miglit  not  visit  the 
phice. 

Thothnieses  has  diligently  revived  tlie  human  sacrificei 
which  Queen  Amense  forbade,  and  the  act  Bufficien:!}' 
illustrates  the  native  cruelty  and  superstition  of  tLe 
man. 

Two  days  afterwards,  liaving  crossed  the  Nile  in  greii 
pomp,  he  proceeded,  in  gniinl  procession,  to  the  temple 
of  Serapis.  The  g<Kl  Apis,  you  are  aware,  my  dear 
father,  has  the  peculiar  vjffice,  besides  many  others  o5 
protecting  the  country  from  locusts ;  and  at  the  BeafiODi 
when  these  destructive  insects  visit  Egypt,  Apis  is  in- 
voked to  command  them  to  retire  from  the  land. 

The  rites  })erformed  by  the  king  before  the  god  wei* 
imposing  and  gorgeous.  lie  invt)ked  him,  not  agains' 
locusts,  but  against  the  God  of  Moses ! 

Does  not  all  this  show  a  secret  dread  of  the  God  he 
defies?  Yet  he  knows  notliing  »jf  His  power,  and  liae 
witnessed  no  act  of  wonder  performed  by  Him.  D'.'ubv 
less  he  felt,  that  a  servant  who  dared  lo  bo  so  bold  sliA 
e(>ntident,  must  have  a  divine  Master,  who  is  gri-al  aii-i 
])owerful.  Perhaps  he  had  heard  of  the  God  of  iLv 
llebiews  in  times  past ; — of  the  dream  of  Prince  Ji»»t;^:. 
and  the  seven  years'  famine; — of  the  destruction  of  tlif 
vale  of  ISo«loin,  witli  its  cities,  bv  tire  fn>m  heaven  a* 
GtMlV  command  ; — of  the  dispereion  of  the  natii»ns  at  t!.i 
pyramid  of  Babylon  ; — (»f  the  mighty  deluge  which  lit 
caused  to  overflow  the  mountains  and  dn»wn  the  world! 
Perhaj»^,  for  he  is  learned  and  intelligeu:  enough,  when 
Aaron  suoke  to  him  of  ilie  God  of  the  Hebrews^  he  re- 
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iDcmoered  wlitt  Ho  was  in  times  of  old,  mad  trembled  ta 
bear  His  name  again. 

Tliree  days  afterwards  the  king  Tisited  tbe  Bhrine  of 
his,  and  poured  libations,  and  made  thanksgiviogt ;  and 
invoked  her,  as  the  moon,  and  controller  of  the  seHou 
and  weather,  to  Bcnd  abnndant  raiiis  npon  the  motrntaiu 
of  Etliiojiia,  and  the  sonrcee  of  the  Nile,  so  that  tbe 
ftDHual  overflow,  now  near  at  hand,  may  not  fail,  oor 
tbe  land  be  dtprived  of  its  fertility. 

Two  daye  later,  with  a  procession  of  all  the  priests  (rf 
all  the  temples,  and  with  chariots,  and  horsemen,  and 
footmen, — a  vast  array, — he  visited  the  great  temple  ot 
Osiris,  or  the  snn ;  and,  after  august  ceremonies,  him- 
self acting  as  high-priest,  with  the  high-priest  of  On  for 
his  assistant,  lie  prtiKtnted  the  statue  of  the  god  with  a 
new  crown  of  g"ld,  and  a  crook  and  flail  of  ivoij  inlaid 
with  Jewels.  He  invoked  him,  by  the  appellation  of 
(he  god  of  liglil,  the  dibpeller  of  darkness,  the  terror  of 
clouds,  and  the  foe  i>f  lightnings  and  stonui.  Aod  he 
implored  clear  skies,  and  serene  weather  for  the  barresta, 
■a  heretofore. 

Tliufi  the  piety  of  Tiiothmcscs  hits  been  quickened  into 
Qiiwouted  activity  by  the  dread  of  the  God  of  Israel,  as 
if  he  would  tiucure  his  godd'  faithfulness  should  the  6ud 
.■!'  M<««s  be  tiKi  strong  fur  him.  In  the  mean  while  the 
t-liildreii  of  leraol  uro  gi'i>iujing  under  the  weight  of  tlieir 
imrcac-ed  ojipre&siuii.  I  Imve  tteen  Aaron  t->-duy.  He 
inf'iriiied  inc,  with  liK.k>  of  holy  faith  in  hie  God,  that 
M-i««B  and  he  were,  to  lu.irrow,  by  God's  eoinmaud,  to 
apjtcar  agiiiu  beforu  I'hiirauh,  and  demand  ihu  releaae 
3f  tlie  Hebrews 

What   a   scene   will    be   enacted  I      Wilt   thear   two 
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courageous  men  brave  his  anger,  and  escape!  I  trembk 
for  the  result.  They  are  firm  and  resolved,  being  strong 
in  the  strength  of  their  God.  I  shall  be  sure  to  be  at 
the  palace  to-morrow,  that  I  may  behold  these  senranti 
of  Jehovah  meet,  once  more,  face  to  face,  this  croel 
Pharaoh  and  his  gods. 

Your  affectionate  son, 

Bxiasn  of  DAMAficxm. 
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LETTER    IX. 

OF  DA3LLSCCS  TO   BES0BTBI8. 

CiTT  or  Ok. 
Mt  teky  dxab  Fatheb: 

You  will  read  what  I  am  about  to  write,  with  the 

profounciest  inWrest.  Tlie  two  mighty  Hebrews  again 
sought  an  audienca  of  the  king,  and  boldly  demanded 
the  freedom  of  Israel. 

This  meeting  did  not  take  place  in  the  palace  of  On, 
but  in  that  at  Memphis,  on  the  avenue  of  the  pyramids. 
Pharaoh  was  seated  iu  the  court  of  the  palace,  giving 
audience  to  tlic  governors  of  the  thirty-nine  nomes, 
whicii  now  constitute  the  number  of  his  provinces. 
When  he  had  ended  his  instructions  to  them,  Moses  and 
Aaron  were  announced.  I  stood  near  him  conversing 
witli  tlie  prince;  for  I  knew  that  the  two  men  of  God 
purpused  to  seek  the  king's  presence. 

'•  How  darest  thou  announce  these  Hebrews  ? "  cried 
the  king,  sharply,  to  his  trembling  grand-chamberlain. 

"I  could  not  forbid  them.  0  king!  I  fled  instinct- 
ively and  witJiout  power  of  resistance  before  the  majesty 
of  tlii-ir  presuncu.     Biiliold  them  advancing!" 

Pharaoh  turnud  pale.  He  essayed  to  give  some  fierce 
order  to  those  about  him,  but  his  tongue  failed  him. 
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"  Who  \\all  slay  me  these  men  ?^'  cried  the  Prince 
Amunophis,  seeing  the  king's  troubled  looks. 

Not  a  man  moved.  Awe  and  curiosity  took  the  place 
of  all  other  feelings.  Side  by  side  the  two  brothen 
came  unfalteringly  forward  till  they  stood  before  the 
monarch, — fixing  their  regards  only  upon  him. 

"What  are  ye  come  for,  Moses  and  Aaron T  k 
length  he  uttered,  in  a  thick  voice.  "  Have  I  sparei 
your  lives,  that  you  might  come  again  to  mock  me  ib 
my  palace  f' 

"  We  are  come,  O  king,"  answered  Moses  with  dig- 
nity, and  looking  far  more  kingly  than  he  whom  he 
addressed — ''  we  are  come  in  the  name  of  the  God  of 
the  Ilebrews.  He  hath  heard  their  cry  from  all  tli« 
land  of  Egypt,  by  reason  of  their  taskmasters,  and  1  am 
sent  to  command  thee,  in  His  name,  to  send  the  children 
of  Israel  out  of  thy  land !" 

''  Ilave  I  knowledge  of  your  God  t  What  is  Uk 
power?  Let  Ilim  make  Uiniself  known!  Or,  if  He 
hatli  sent  thee  to  me,  where  are  thy  credentials  from  Hii 
hand  ?  I  listen  to  no  ambassiidors  from  God  or  man, 
unless  they  show  me  that  they  are  sent.  Bj  what  sigD 
wilt  tliou  declare  thy  mission?  If  a  king  s<»ui  ihet*. 
bIiow  me  his  handwriiing ;  if  a  god,  show  mo  a  miracle!" 

Aaron  lu'hl  the  iikI  of  Moses  in  his  hand,  and  ca^tiu^ 
it  upon  the  marble  pavement  of  the  court,  it  became  a 
ecrpent,  slowly  «;Hding  ahmg  tlie  floor  and  flashing  lire 
tVoni  its  eves.  Tlie  servants  of  Pharaoh  fled  before  it 
The  kin;^  ui)oii  his  throne,  at  first,  became  ailarmed,  but 
seeing  the  monster  inflate  its  throat  and  stretch  laxilv 
and  iiinonitiusiy  along  the  lion-skin  before  his  footstool, 
he  Buiih'd  contemptuously  and  said — 
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""Hiy  Arabian  life  has  given  thee  great  skill,  O 
Uoees.  Ho !  call  my  magiciaiiB !  1  have  magi  that 
cATi  rsqnal  tliy  art !" 

All  was  expectation,  on  tit  at  length  two  stately  pflraon- 
ages  Boletnnly  entered,  each  with  hie  acacia  rod.  They 
were  Jambres  and  JanneB,  the  royal  and  chief  magiciaus 
of  Egypt,  of  whose  fame  other  lands  have  heard.  They 
were  dark-featured,  Arabic-looking  men,  and  dreeeed 
with  great  magnificence,  wearing  robes  blazing  with  gold 
and  jewels.  Their  bearing  was  haughty  and  impeii- 
ons,  and  they  looked  about  them  with  disdain,  as  if 
they  were  beings  of  a  better  order  than  the  Egyptians, 
who  stood  awed,  or  prostrated  themselves  in  their 
preseiice. 

"  SeeBt  thou  this  serpent !"  demanded  Pharaoh,  di- 
recting the  attention  of  Jambres  to  the  monster,  which 
lay  coiled  upon  tlie  lion-skin  before  the  steps  of  the 
throne;  while  several  of  the  guard  with  spears  stood 
near,  to  thrust  it  throiigli,  should  it  approach  the  king. 
The  magicians  regarded  it  with  surprise,  and  then  looked 
fixedly  at  Moses  and  Aaron.  Tliey  had  evidently  heard 
by  the  mc-ssengcrs,  \rhat  had  passed.  "  Half  an  hour 
since,  he  was  a  rod  in  the  hand  of  that  Hebrew 
magician!"  siiid  the  king.  "Show  him  thy  art,  and 
that  we  Iia\  e  gods  whose  servants  can  do  as  great  mira- 
cles as  this !" 

The  magicians  advanced  and  said — 

"  O  king,  beloved  of  the  sun,  live  forever  1  Behold 
the  power  (>f  thy  own  magicians !"  Thus  speaking,  they 
cast  tlieir  rods  upon  tiie  ground,  when  they  became  ser- 
pents also,  uftei'  !i  fe.v  tuoments  had  transpired.  Plut 
rauh  then  said,  iiddiUbHiug  the  Hebrew  brother* — 
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"  Te  are  but  impostors,  and  have  done  your  miraek 
by  the  gods  of  Egypt,  as  my  magicians  do." 

"  If  the  god  of  Egypt  be  strongest,  let  his  seqpenli 
destroy  my  serpent :  but  if  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  be 
the  greatest  and  the  only  God,  let  my  serpent  deTonr 
his  I"    Thus  quietly  spake  Aaron. 

"  So  be  it,"  answered  Pharaoh. 

In  a  moment,  the  serpent  of  Moses  uncoiled  liima^tf, 
and  fiercely  seizing,  one  after  another,  the  two  serpents 
of  the  magicians,  swallowed  them.  At  this  there  was 
an  outcry  among  the  people ;  and,  greatly  terrified, 
Pharaoh  half-rose  from  Iiis  throne ;  but  Aaron  catching 
up  the  serpent,  it  became  a  rod  as  before.  Instead  d 
acknowledging  the  God  of  Moses,  the  king  became  ex- 
ceedingly enraged  against  his  own  magicians,  and  droTs 
them  from  him,  and  ordered  Moses  and  Aaron  to  depart, 
saying  that  they  were  only  more  skilful  sorcerers  thin 
tlie  others,  and  must  show  him  greater  signs  than  these 
ere  he  would  let  Israel  go.  I  have  since  learned,  that 
these  magicians  brought  with  them  real  serpents,  which 
they  have  the  power  of  stifiVjning,  and  holding  at  arm*8 
length  by  pressing  upon  their  throats:  that  they  came 
with  these,  which  could  not  be  detected  in  the  obscurirr 
of  the  shadows  where  they  stood,  and  casting  them 
down  they  resumed  their  natural  motions.  That  the 
I'nd  of  Moses  should  devour  them,  and  return  to  a  rod 
a<^^ain,  ought  to  have  shown  Pharaoh  that  it  was  s 
miracle,  and  not  sorcery.  But  his  heart  seems  to  be 
hardened  against  all  impressions  of  this  nature 

The  following  morning,  the  governor  of  the  nilom* 
eter  having  reported  to  the  king  that  the  Nile  had 
commeueed  to  rise,  Pharaoh,  according  to  custom,  pro- 
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ceedod  to  the  river,  where  the  statue  of  KUub  standfi, 
and  where  he  had  caused  the  Hebrew  boj  to  be  Bacri- 
ficed  and  his  blood  poured  aa  a  libation  into  the  stream. 
Here,  with  great  pomp,  he  was  about  to  celebrate  the 
fcetivitiee  of  the  happy  event,  when,  lo  I  Moees  and 
AaroD  stood  before  him  h;  the  river's  brink, — the  latter 
with  the  rod,  which  had  been  turned  into  a  serpent,  iB 
his  baud. 

"  The  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews,"  cried  Mosea  in  a 
ioud  voice,  "  hath  sent  me  unto  thee,  ssjiug, '  Let  My 
people  go.'  Lo  I  hithei*^o  thou  wonldst  not  hear.  Now 
thuB  Baith  the  Lord — '  Lt  this  thou  shalt  know  that  I  am 
the  Lord !'  Behold,  O  king,  at  His  command,  I  will 
emite  with  the  rod  that  is  in  mine  hand  upon  the  waters 
w'lich  are  in  the  river,  and  they  shall  be  turned  into 
blood  1" 

'■  I  defy  you  and  your  God,  and  both  of  ye  shall  die  I' 
answered  Pharaoh,  pale  with  anger. 

Tlien  MoscE,  turning  calmly  to  Aaron,  his  brother, 
naid,  in  my  hearing,  and  in  that  of  the  king  and  all  bis 
people,  "  Take  this  rod  of  God,  and  stretch  out  thine 
hiuid  upon  the  waters  of  Egypt,  that  there  may  be  blood 
throughout  all  the  land  of  Egj-pt,  both  in  vessels  of 
wood  and  vessels  of  stone." 

Aaron,  obeying,  stretched  forth  his  hand  with  the  rod 
and  smote  the  water  at  his  feet,  in  the  sight  of  Pharaoh, 
and  in  the  sight  of  the  thousands  of  Egyptians  preseut, 
and  in  a  moment  the  Nile  ran  blood  instead  of  water; 
the  fish  in  hundreds  rose  to  the  surface  and  died,  and 
the  smell  of  blood  tilled  all  the  atmosphere.  The  people  ' 
uttered  a  great  cry,  and  Pharaoh  looked  petritied  with 
horror.    From  the  galleys  oo  the  river,  from  the  women 
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OD  the  opposite  shore,  from  avenues,  terraces,  and  plaitu, 
rrom  every  side,  rose  a  loud  and  terrible  wail,  each  m 
was  never  before  heard.  The  king  sought  hiB  chario; 
and  fled  from  the  face  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  all  wu 
wild  dismay.  These  two  servanta  of  the  Gh>d,  whooe 
words  had  wrought  this  great  wonder,  then  walked 
calmly  away.  I  felt  too  much  awed  to  come  near  them, 
and  in  my  chariot  sought  my  own  palace.  On  the  waj 
r  saw  that  the  canals  were  red  with  blood,  alec  the  stand- 
ing pools,  the  lakes,  and  every  body  of  water.  Men 
were  running  in  every  direction  seeking  for  water;  w<v 
men  wrung  their  hands,  and  despair  and  fear  were  im- 
pressed upon  every  countenance.  As  I  paaeed  the  foon- 
tains  in  the  court  of  Fliaraoh's  palace,  I  saw  that  they 
also  spouted  forth  blood  ;  and  in  the  corridor  and  porti- 
cos, the  water  in  the  vases  for  guests,  in  the  earthen 
jars  for  filtering,  and  in  those  which  stood  in  the  cisp 
terns,  was  of  the  same  crimson  hue.  When  I  reached 
my  o^vn  apartments,  lo!  there  also  the  water  in  the 
vases  and  ewers  was  of  the  color  of  blood.  The  voice 
of  Moses,  empowered  by  his  Gk>d,  had  indeed  tamed 
all  the  waters  of  Egypt  into  blood.  Surely,  I  said,  now 
will  tlie  king  let  Israel  go.  In  the  afternoon  I  went 
forth,  and  saw  tlie  Egyptians  digging  everywhere  for 
fresh  water,  akmg  the  canals  and  river.  I  drove  oat  of 
the  city  towiirds  Goshen,  and  saw  all  the  people  in  mo> 
:ion  and  terror,  for  but  few  knew  the  canse  of  the  awful 
visitation.  After  an  hour  I  readied  Ooshen«  the  fair 
plain  where  Prince  Jacob  once  dwelt,  and  where  now 
the  children  of  Israel  dwell  by  hundreds  of  thonsands. 
With  j<»yful  surprise  I  boiield,  as  I  entered  the  provinea, 
that  the  canal  was  free  from  blood,  the  pools  ipvUiqg 
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■with  clear  water,  and  the  fountaiiiB  bright  ae  oryBtal.  Ab 
I  rode  OD  in  the  direction  of  the  dwelliDg  of  Mosob,  I 
peiiieived  that  the  plague  of  blood  had  not  fallen  upon 
the  land  where  the  Hebrews  dwelt — only  npoQ  the  GgTp- 
tianB.    This  was  a  twofold  miracle. 

When  Pharaoh  found  that  water  conld  be  obtained 
by  digging  shallow  wells,  and  also  that  Gh»hen  was  free 
Irum  the  plague,  he  sent  for  Jainbres  and  Jannes,  and 
offered  to  pardon  them  if  they  conld  tnm  water  into 
blood.  They  commenced  their  incantationa  npon  water 
dog  up  from  his  gardens — ^for  the  miracle  of  the  rod 
covered  only  the  waters  at  the  time  on  the  surface, 
whether  in  the  river  or  in  houses.  After  art  had  for 
some  time  been  practised  upon  the  water,  to  my  surprise 
it  was  turned  to  the  semblance  of  blood. 

"  See,"  cried  Pharaoh  with  great  joy,  "  the  servants  of 
Pharaoh  are  equal  to  the  servants  of  the  Hebrew  God  1" 

"And  O  king,"  said  Jambres  vainly,  "  bad  the  He- 
brew juggler  left  us  the  Nile,  we  could  have  turned 
(hat  also  by  our  enchantments." 

Tlien  Pharaoh  rewarded  hira  with  a  chain  of  gold, 
and  hardened  his  heart,  and  detied  Moses  and  his  God. 
But  in  three  days  afterwards  all  the  fish  died  in  the 
lakes,  and  river  of  Lower  Egypt,  and  a  stench  of  their 
Qesh  and  of  crocodiles  and  reptiles  that  perished  by  the 
blood  in  the  river,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  water, 
rendered  Egypt  almost  uninhabitable.  Thousands  fled 
lo  the  pure  air  and  water  of  Goshen,  where  also  I  re- 
mained. Every  hour  I  expected  to  behold  a  royal  cou- 
rier comin:;  fr.r  Mwes  and  Aaron,  ordering  them  Ut 
appear  before  the  kini^,  to  receive  fKsrmJMion  to  lead  tlw 
Hebrews  on:  of  Egypt.     At  the  end  of  wreD  da/l  the 
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river  and  waters  of  Egypt  resumed  their  natand  color 
and  purity,  by  God's  permission,  lest  all  the  people  oi 
Egypt  should  die  for  Pharaoh's  hardness  of  heart 

Then  God  appeared  again  unto  Mosea,  and  commanded 
him  to  go  before  Pharaoh  with  the  same  message  as  be 
fore.  But  the  king,  in  great  fury,  ordered  them  from 
his  presence,  when  Aaron  stretched  forth  his  hand  over 
the  streams,  the  river,  the  canals,  lakes,  and  foontaiu^ 
and  in  a  moment  myriads  of  frogs  appeared  <hi  tlie 
sliores,  in  the  fields,  in  the  streets,  squaree,  corridon, 
terraces,  gardens,  groves,  and  porticos  of  the  templei 
They  leaped  upon  every  place,  upon  the  people,  upon 
the  stairways.  They  found  their  way  by  hundreds  into 
the  houses  and  bedchambers,  and  upon  the  beds,  tablet^ 
chairs  of  palaces  and  huts ;  leaped  into  the  ovens  and 
kneading-troughs,  and  occupied  every  place.  In  horror 
the  priests  closed  all  tlie  temples,  lest  they  should  enter, 
and  dying  there,  defile  them.  Even  Pharaoh  was  obliged 
to  shut  himself  up  in  the  recesses  of  his  palace  to  escape 
their  loathsome  presence. 

In  great  alarm,  he  was  about  to  send  for  Mosea,  wheo 
Jambres,  his  chief  sorcerer,  stood  before  him,  and  said: 

'^  O  king,  believe  not  that  the  God  of  tliia  Uebrew  ii 
greater  than  the  g(»d8  of  Egypt.  Thy  servants  also  caa 
do  this  enchantment." 

^^  Do  so,  and  thou  shalt  have  a  rod  of  gold,"  anawerad 
tiie  king 

Then  descending  into  a  fountain,  inclosed  bj  a  high 
wall  of  the  ])alaco,  where  the  frogs  had  not  yet  appeaiedi 
tlie  nm«ric*ijin  caused  frn*ra  also  to  appear.  "At  fiiit,' 
said  tlie  chief  hutler,  who  spoke  to  me  of  this  deed,  ^the 
king  was  greatly  pleased,  but  suddenly  said : 


.  b 
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" '  What  tliou  bast  produced  by  thy  enchaDtmcntB,  te- 
move  by  tliy  encbaotmente.  Command  them  to  disap- 
pear from  the  foUDtaiD.' 

"  This  the  two  magicians  not  being  able  to  do,  the 
next  day,  the  frogs  rendering  every  habitation  oniohab- 
itabie,  and  the  lords  of  Egypt  appealing  to  Pharaoh,  he 
Bent  for  Mosee  and  Aaron.  It  had  become  time  to  du 
BO.  Every  part  of  my  rooms  was  filled  with  theee  ani- 
mals;  they  got  into  the  plates  and  cups,  and  defiled 
every  place — while  by  night  their  combined  roar  filled 
all  Egypt  with  a  deafening  and  terrible  noise,  eo  that  if 
a  bed  coiUd  be  fonnd  to  sleep  in,  sleep  was  nowhere 
possible;  and  by  day  we  could  tread  nowhere  but  upon 
frogs." 

Wlien  the  two  Hebrew  brothers  again  stood  in  the 
presence  of  Pharaoh,  he  said,  with  mingled  shame  and 
diBpleasui-e —  , 

"  Entreat  your  God  lo  take  away  this  plague  of  frogs 
from  inc,  my  people,  and  the  land  of  Egypt;  and  if 
thou  canst  free  the  land  from  them,  I  will  acknowledge 
that  it  is  the  power  of  the  God  of  tlie  Hebrews,  and  wiD 
let  tlie  people  go  to  do  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord,  who 
hatb  commanded  and  sent  for  them." 

Tiieii  Moses  answered  the  king — 

"The  Lord  aball  be  entreated  as  thou  desireet ;  and 
thou,  0  king,  slialt  set  tlie  tijne,  lest  thou  shonldst  say  I 
coneulied  a  favorable  aspect  of  the  stars.  Choose  when 
I  shall  entreat  for  thee  to  remove  tliis  plague  from  the 
land,  the  people,  and  their  houses." 

"To-morrow,"  answered  Tliothraeses. 

"  Be  it  according  to  thy  word,"  answere*!  Moses ; 
"and  when  thou  seest  the  plague  removed  at  the  time 
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appointed  by  thee,  know  it  is  God's  gracious  act,  ind 
not  our  sorcery.  To-morrow  the  frogs  in  all  the  land  of 
Egypt  shall  be  found  in  the  river  only/' 

What  a  scene  did  Egypt  present  the  next  luonurig 
Tlie  land  was  covered  with  dead  frogs ;  and  it  took  i 
the  people  of  Egypt  that  day  and  night  to  gather  \h^:i 
into  heaps  and  cast  them  into  the  river :  for  tliey  threa: 
ened  a  pestilence. 

When  Pharaoh  saw  that  his  wish  was  granteu  at  liit 
time  he  named,  and  that  there  was  a  respite,  he  said^ 
"  This  was  by  my  voice  and  my  power,  and  not  by  tbeir 
God,  that  the  frogs  died  on  the  morrow  I  named !  Tlie 
glory  over  Moses  shall  indeed  be  mine,  as  he  kith 
said !"  Ceasing  to  speak,  he  sent  orders  to  the  tasknuu- 
(ers  to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  Hebrews,  refusing  !•• 
keep  his  promise  to  Moses  and  Aaron. 

Tlien  the  Lord  again  sent  them  before  Pharaoh,  and 
in  his  presence  Aaron  stretched  forth  his  rod,  and  sniot* 
the  dust  of  the  earih,  when  all  the  dust  of  the  earth  k*- 
came  alive,  and  rested  upon  man  and  beast  in  the  fonr 
of  lice ! 

Tlien,  in  a  rage,  Pharaoh  called  Iiis  enchautcre,  but 
they  could  not  perform  this  miracle,  and  said  plainly  tr 
iie  kiii^ — 

"This  is  beyond  our  power.  This  is  the  linger  ot 
tbeir  (lod.'' 

I'pon  hearing; -hi^*  Pharaoh  <lrove  botli  his  magiciaii^ 
and  Most'S  and  A  an  mi  forli  tV«Mn  his  ])a]aeo.  The  noi: 
day  n«>  sacrilice  \v;i8  ntfered,  no  temjde  open  in  aii 
Egypt;  for  on  :he  pric.-:s  wore  lice,  and  no  one  ccmlo 
pertorni  an  (jH'cial  act  wiih  any  insect  upon  his  pers«^n. 
being   thereby    made    unclean.      The   £|(yptiuna   wert 


ISKAEL   m   BONDAOE. 


588 


:ed,  ooth  with  the  Hebrews  and  with  their  king^ 
hut  up  ill  his  palace,  he  refused  to  conaent  to  tlie 
nde  of  Moses, 
roe  days  afterwards,  by  the  command  of  God, 

at  Ihe  well  of  Jacob, — where,  in  a  bright  clond 
.  piflar  of  fire,  He  descended  to  speak  with  Musei^ 
eemed  to  be  now  every  day  present  in  Egypt,  m 
inniou  with  his  holy  servant, — the  two  brothen 

sought  the  presence  of  the  king,  as  he  waa  ent«i> 
is  galley.     Keiteratiog  their  usual  demand,  Hoees 
lued — 
he  Lord  hath  said  onto  me, '  Stand  before  PhatwA 

he  comes  forth  to  the  water,  and  say  onto  him, 
sailh  the  Lord,  'Let  my  people  go;  else,  if  thoii 
lot  let  my  pcdjile  go,  I  will  send  swarms  of  flie* 
thcc  and  thy  servants,  and  n})0D  thy  people,  and 
oiifics  (if  the  Egyptians  shall  be  tilled  with  them, 
Iso  the  gronnd;  and  I  will  sever  in  that  day  the 
of  Goehcn,  in  which  my  people  dwell,  tliat  no 
IIS  of  files  sliJill  be  there;  to  the  end  that  thou 
it  ko'iw  thiit  I  atn  the  Lord  in  the  midst  of  the 
And  I  will  put  a  division  between  my  people 
!iy  people ;  and  to-morrow  shall  this  sign  be  t' " 
aruoh,  in  fear  and  anger,  commanded  his  galley  to 
the  shore,  heeding  none  of  the  words  epoken  by 
s.  The  next  day  when  I  awoke,  lo !  the  air  wa> 
ned  with  flies.  Tliey  covered  the  city  like  a 
,  and  their  n'liee  was  like  the  roar  of  the  sea  afler 
m.  When  the  sun  was  well  risen,  they  descended 
flighted  up'jii  tlje  dweDirigs,  and  soon  filled  the 
8,  and  ru'iniB,  and  every  place  they  could  pene- 
It  VM  iriib'ir.^ihle  to  hear  for  their  hum.  or  to 
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Bee  for  their  number,  as  they  would  ah'ght  upon  the  face 
seek  the  comers  of  the  eyes  and  the  edges  of  the  ey^ 
lids,  and  inflict  their  bite.  In  a  few  hours  the  Egrptiau 
became  frantic  under  the  plague,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  keep  them  oflF;  and  if  driven  away,  they  would  |^e^ 
tinacionsly  return  to  the  attack.  All  employment  ia 
Egypt  ceased.  Eating  and  sleeping  were  impracticaMr. 
I  fled  in  my  chariot  towards  Goshen  !  My  horses,  &tuGg 
to  madness,  flew  like  the  wind.  Hundreds  of  women, 
and  children,  and  men  were  pressing  in  the  same  direc- 
tion., for  safety  and  relief.  I  crossed  the  great  cans! 
which  divides  the  province,  and  not  a  fly  followed  me 
nor  my  horses  across  the  aerial  and  invisible  barrier  Gi-i 
had  set  as  their  bounds.  All  Goshen  was  free  from  the 
plague,  and  the  Hebrews  were  extending  favors  to  the 
Egyptians  who  sought  shelter  among  them. 

The  next  day,  Pharaoh,  unable  to  endure  the  pligne. 
and  finding  his  magicians  could  neither  remove  nor 
cause  it,  sent  for  Moses  and  Aaron,  who  immediatelj 
answered  his  summons. 

''  Go,"  he  cried,  when  he  beheld  them, — "go, sacrifice 
to  thy  God  in  this  land ;  for  He  is  a  mighty  God,  and 
may  not  be  mocked !" 

"  It  is  not  meet,  ()  king,"  answered  Moses,  "that  we 
should  sacriflee  to  our  God  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  "We 
Hebrews  saeritico  bulls  and  rams,  sacrifices  abominable 
to  the  E<j:y|>Tians,  who  call  them  their  gods!  Lo!  shill 
we  siicritice  the  gfuls  of  the  Egyptians  to  our  God. 
before  their  eves,  and  will  thev  not  stone  nsl  If  we 
Bacritlce,  we  will  *^o  three  davs'  joumev  into  the  wilder 
iiess,  aiul  sacrifice  to  the  Lord  our  God  aaUe  shall  OOD- 
uiaud  us.'* 
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Seeing  the  reaolnte  pnrpoBe  of  the  tenible  Hebrew, 
Pharaoh  consented  to  his  demand,  only  adding,  "Ye 
ftball  not  go  very  far  away  !  Now  go  and  entreat  yoar 
God  for  me,  for  the  removal  of  these  fiies  I" 

While  this  discoui'ee  was  passing  between  them,  the 
fan-hearers  of  the  king,  with  all  their  diligence,  could 
not  protect  his  face  from  the  stings  of  the  flies,  which 
plagned  him  sorely ;  while  npon  Aaron  and  Uosea  not 
one  alighted. 

"To-morrow,"  answered  Moeee,  as  he  went  ont,  "  the 
Lord,  whom  I  will  entreat  for  thee,  shall  remove  thia 
plagne  also.  But  deal  not  deceitfully,  O  king,  any 
more,  in  not  letting  the  people  go." 

When,  the  next  day,  Pharaoh  saw  that  the  flies  were 
removed,  so  that  not  one  remained,  he  repented  that  he 
had  given  his  promise,  and  resolved  not  to  keep  it  with 
Uoses. 

Once  more  God  sent  his  servants,  the  two  Hebrews, 
to  the  king,  demanding  the  release  of  the  children 
of  Jacob  from  their  ynke  of  bondage,  menacing  him 
with  a  murrain  upon  all  the  cattle,  horses,  camels,  and 
beasts  of  Egypt,  if  he  resolved  to  hold  them  still  in  the 
land.  Tlic  king,  however,  who  seemed  after  every  de- 
mand to  grow  more  obstinate  when  the  evil  had  passed, 
refused,  and  sent  them  away  wiib  threats  of  vengeance. 
Indeed,  it  is  surprising,  my  dear  father,  that  he  hath  not 
-lain  them  befure  this ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  mi- 
raculously restrained  from  doing  so,  by  the  Almighty 
God,  whose  faithful  and  holy  servants  they  are. 

On  the  morrow,  according  to  the  word  of  Moses,  a  fatal 
pestilence  seized  upon  tlic  oxen,  the  biilts,  and  cows  of 
%ypt,  BO  that  all  the  cattle  in  the  land  died     Whor 
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the  priests  of  the  sacred  ox,  Mnevis,  came  rnahmg 
from  their  temple  to  the  palace,  crying  that  their  g<Mi 
was  dead  with  the  murrain ;  when  at  midnight  canx 
before  him  the  priests  of  Apis,  exclaiming  that  Uk 
sacred  bull  was  also  dead,  tlien  Pharaoh  began  to  know 
aiid  feel  that  the  God  c»f  the  Hebi'eu'B  was  greater  thu 
the  gods  of  Egypt.  Early  in  the  moming,  when  ht 
rose,  hearing  that  not  one  of  the  cattle  of  the  laraelitei 
was  dead,  instead  of  repenting  and  trembling,  he  be 
came  enraged,  acting  like  a  man  blinded  by  the  godft, 
when  they  would  destroy  him  by  his  own  acta. 

Judge,  my  dear  father,  of  the  patience  and  forbear 
ance  of  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  towards  him  who  stiD 
refused  to  acknowledge  Ilis  power.  Behold  the  firmnes 
and  steadiness  of  purpose  of  Moses  and  Aaron, — dieir 
courage  and  independence!  What  a  snblime  flpee 
tucle ! — two  private  men  contending  succeasfViIly  with 
the  most  powerful  king  on  the  earth  I  What  a  painfal 
sight  to  see  this  most  powerful  king  of  the  earth  meis- 
uring  the  strength  of  his  feeble  will  againat  the  power 
of  the  God  of  the  universe ! 

U]>on  the  refusal  of  Pliaraoh  to  let  Jehovah  have  Hk 
people,  that  thoy  might  serve  Ilim,  God  commanded 
Mns(>8  in  a  vision  of  tlie  night,  beside  the  fountain  of 
Jac'^h,  where  lie  talked  witli  him  as  in  the  baming 
bu^ll,  to  take  the  ashes  of  a  human  sacrifice,  to  be 
immohited  hy  Pharaoh  the  next  day,  and  sprinkle  it 
towards)  heaven  upon  the  winds.  He  did  bo;  and  in- 
stead of  ]  protecting  the  places  wheresoever  its  atomi 
were  earri(Ml,  they  broke  out  in  boils  upon  man  and 
beast,  ]ireakiiig  forth  wirh  painful  blaiuB.  IRie  magi- 
cians  an<l  sorcerers,  essaying  to  recover  their  credit  with 
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ihc  king,  attempted  to  do  the  same  miracle;  but  the  boU 
broke  forth  upon  them  also  bo  heavilj,  that  they  coitld 
not  eland  before  Moses,  and  fled  with  pain  and  cries 
from  his  presence.  Yet  Fharaoh  remained  obdurate, 
and  giew  more  hardened  and  defiant;  for  the  boili 
couched  not  his  own  flesh. 

That  night,  the  Lord  appeared  unto  Moses,  and  com- 
manded him  again  to  make  his  demand  npon  Pharaoh 
for  Hie  people.  Then  stood  Mosce  and  Aaron  in  the 
morning  before  the  king,  who  wae  walking  ap  and  down 
in  the  corridor  of  his  palace,  ill  at  ease ;  for  all  his  public 
works  were  stopped  by  the  sufferings  of  the  Egyptians; 
and  his  soldiers  in  the  fourscore  garrisons  at  On,  and 
Memphis,  and  BiibaBtiB,  and  Migdol,  were  unfit  for  mili- 
tary ihity.  Tlicre  was  not  a  well  man  in  all  Egypt,  save 
in  Goshen. 

"  What  now,  ye  disturbers  of  Egypt  and  enemies  of 
the  g')(lsJ"he  called  aloud,  as  be  saw  them  approach 
and  sl:iiid  before  him. 

"  Thus  eriith  the  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews,"  answered 
Moses :  "  '  Let  my  people  go,  that  they  may  serve  me.' " 

"  Tiie  same  words  !  Tliou  slialt  never  have  thy  wish, 
—thou  nor  tliy  God  !  Who  is  the  Lord  ?  Will  no  man 
rid  tno  of  ll;\s  Moses  and  Aaron  ?   Speak  I  Wliat  morel" 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord,  'If  thon,  O  king,  refnecst  to 
let  Israel  go,  I  will  send  all  my  plagues  upon  thy  heart, 
and  upuii  thy  people,  that  thou  majest  know  that  there 
is  none  like  tnc  in  all  the  earth !  For  this  cause,  O 
Pharaoh,  have  I  created  tliee  and  raised  thee  up  on  the 
tlirone  of  Egypt,  that  in  thee  I  may  show  my  power; 
and  that  by  iny  dealings  with  thee,  My  name  may  be 
declared   throughout   all  the  earth.     All  nations  aba]' 
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behold  My  works  with  thee,  and  My  vengeance  on  thj 
gods,  and  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  and  God  of  dll 
gods!  Thou  art  My  servant  to  show  forth  My  glorr' 
Tliy  proud  heart  exaltest  thyself  above  Me,  and  agaiiwt 
My  people,  and  thou  wouldst  contend  with  Me !  Thou 
shalt  know  I  am  God,  ere  thou  shalt  be  cat  off  from  the 
earth;  and  that  the  heavens  are  My  throne,  and  the 
earth  is  My  footstool,  and  none  can  say,  What  doest  Tbool 
Behold,  to-morrow  I  will  darken  the  heavens  with  cloodft, 
and  send  hail  upon  the  earth,  and  every  man  and  beast 
In  the  field  shall  die  by  the  hail.'  If  then  regardest  the 
life  of  thy  servants,"  continued  Moees,  ^^  send,  therefore, 
for  all  thou  hast  in  the  field." 

This  threat  was  made  known  everywhere  in  a  few 
hours,  and  those  who  fear  the  word  of  the  Lord  have 
made  their  servants  and  cattle  flee  into  the  houses  pre* 
pared  for  them ;  but  those  who  regard  not  the  warning 
have  left  them  in  the  field.  What  will  to-morrow  hiing 
tbrtli? 

Farewell,  dear  father. 

Warned  by  Aaron,  I  depart  at  once  for  the  sheltenng 
skies  of  Goshen. 

Your  loving  son, 

RmfEBBB  OF   DAMABCm. 


IHSAXL  IN  BOHDAaB. 


LBTTEB    X. 


Mt  dxas  Fathsb  : 

SoABOSLT  bad  I  reached  the  confines  of  Goahen, 
■ftor  the  tlireatened  jadgment  of  God  npon  Pharaoh, 
when  I  heard,  as  it  were  in  the  air,  a  voice  BpeaUng, 
w)iich  I  knew  to  be  the  voice  of  Moses ;  and  behind  me 
I  heard,  instantly,  lond  thunders  uttering  their  voicea, 
and  the  oartli  shook  beneath  my  chariot>wheeU.  To  the 
right  of  me,  at  the  same  moment,  I  beheld  Moeee  and 
Aaron  standing,  side  by  aide,  on  the  tower  of  the  mined 
fountain  of  Jacob,  beneath  which  I  was  driring;  the 
former  stretching  forth  his  hands,  and  his  rod  therein, 
northward  towards  tlie  city  of  Pharaoh,  npon  the  obe- 
lisks of  which  the  sun  was  then  brilliantly  shining,  and 
was  also  reflected  in  splendor  from  the  shield  of  gold 
npon  the  lofty  tower  of  the  temple  of  Osiris.  Leaping 
from  my  chariot,  and  leaving  it  with  my  serrants,  whom 
I  commanded  to  hasten  further  into  the  land  of  the 
UebrewB,  I  drew  reverently  near  the  men  of  God,  feel- 
ing greatly  awed  by  their  presence,  but  assured  that 
near  ihem  was  safety, — though  they  were  the  visible 
sonrces  of  God's  terrible  wrath  upon  Egypt.  I  stood 
not  far  oS',  and  beheld,  with  enpectatioo.  Motes,  hit 
rod  extended,  and   waving   eastward,  and   northward, 


/^ 
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and  westward,  stood  with  a  majestic  and  fearful  aejiect. 
his  eyes  raised  to  tiie  heavenS)  which  were  already  a& 
Bwering  his  voice  by  far-off  thunderings.  He  continued, 
as  I  drew  near,  in  these  words : 

''  And  let  thunder,  and  hail,  and  fire,  O  Egypt,  d^ 
secnd  out  of  heaven  from  Ood  upon  thee,  and  let  the 
tire  mingle  with  the  hail,  and  smite  throughout  aU  the 
land  of  Egypt,  all  that  is  in  the  field,  both  man  and 
beast,  and  every  herb  in  the  field,  and  break  every  tree! 
Only  in  the  land  of  Goshen  let  there  be  no  haiL** 

No  language,  my  dear  father,  can  convey  to  you  anj 
idea  of  the  terrible  power  and  godlike  authority  with 
which  he  spake.  To  his  words,  Aaron  pronounced  a 
loud  "  A-meu,'" — the  Hebrew  word  for  ezpreasiiig  fa. 
assent  and  confirmation. 

Then  I  looked,  with  expectant  awe,  towards  the  laa 
of  Egypt,  over  which  the  thunders  rolled  without  a 
cloud ;  when,  lo !  from  the  north  came  rolling  onward  a 
black  wall  of  darkness,  which  I  i)erceiTed  was  a  mighty 
cloud  from  the  great  sea.  It  advanced  with  the  swift- 
ness and  roar  of  ten  thousand  war-chariotB  mailing  to 
battle.  Out  of  it  shot  forth  lightnings,  and  its  increaung 
thunders  shook  Egypt.  In  a  moment  it  had  filled  hall 
the  heavens,  and  still  onward  it  n)lled.  Beneath  it  mored 
its  t-liadow,  dark  as  itself,  extinguishing  the  light  npoo 
obelisk,  tower,  and  pylon.  I  am  told  that  Pharaoh, 
from  the  top  of  his  palace,  witnessed  this  scene  aba 
Directly  the  sun  was  blotted  out,  and  the  city  of  On 
became  invisible.  Then  I  saw  fire  pour  down  upon  the 
earth  out  of  the  cloud,  as  if  lightnings  could  not  fiil 
enouLrli  exhaust  its  angry  power;  and  I  heard  the  Toios 
of  falling  hail  like  the  voioe  of  the  sea  when  laahad  hj 
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a  stonn.  A  inillioD  of  HebrewB,  who  had  gathered  ui 
G«fiheQ,  Btood  and  beheld  what  i  did.  The  roads,  the 
fields,  the  plain  were  covered  with  people  flj^ng  from 
the  terror  towards  Qosheu. 

Onward  marched  this  awful  servant  of  the  Almighty, 
more  terrible  than  an  armj  with  banners.  Fire  ran 
along  the  ground  belbre  it,  and  red  forked  lightnings 
ohot  far  out  beyond  its  advancing  edge  athwart  the 
blue  akj,  while,  in  a  moment  afterwards,  the  clond  <A 
blackness  rolled  beneath,  like  the  aalphnrona  smoke 
that  the  priests  of  EgTpt  say  forever  rolls  above  the 
tiery  regions  of  Typhon  I 

Each  instant  it  enlarged  its  compass,  nntil  from  east  to 
west  it  enveloped  Egypt,  while  fire,  mingled  with  hail, 
ran  along  tlie  earth  beueatli  it.  Now  behold,  my  fatlier, 
the  power  of  God  1  Tlie  vast  pall  which  Jehovah  had 
thiiD  begun  to  draw  over  Egypt,  no  sooner  had  reached 
in  the  height  of  heaven  over  the  bordere  of  Goshen, 
easting  its  very  shadow,  and  pouring  its  stones  of  hail, 
and  eending  its  tongues  of  fire  almost  to  the  foot  of  the 
tower  whereon  Moace  stood,  than  it  ceased  to  move  1  It 
became  etationaiy  in  tlie  air  a  mile  high,  and  there 
himg  beetling  over  tlie  verge  of  Goshen  like  a  crag,  its 
edge  working  and  agitated  by  the  wildest  commotion, 
ami  sliooting  its  lightnings  into  the  blue  calm  sky  over 
Goshen,  bnt  restrained  from  advancing  further  by  the 
jiower  of  Him  who  coniinandeth  the  heavens,  who 
niaketh  the  clouds  His  chariot,  and  who  keepeth  the 
lightnings  in  Ilis  cjuiverl 

At  length  the  darkness  became  so  dense,  that  it  seem* 
ed  a  wall,  between  Egypt  and  Goshen,  from  the  ground 
up  to  the  cloud.     Over  the  latter  the  sun, — oh,  what  i 
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sublime  contrast  I — shone  with  unclouded  brightne«,tlii: 
winds  slept  peacefully,  the  fields  waved  witli  the  ripened 
flax  and  full-eared  barley,  the  birds  sang  their  songt 
of  gladness,  and  the  children  of  God  dwelt  in  security, 
under  the  protection  of  Ilis  gentle  love  and  terrible  power. 
Surely  Pharaoh  must  perish  if  he  dare  any  lunger 
madly  to  resist  the  God  of  the  Ilebrews,  who  hafi  now 
shown  that  lie  is  God  of  heaven  as  well  as  of  the  earth, 
and  that  He  is  God  alone,  and  there  is  none  else !  If, 
my  dear  father,  your  early  instructions  had  not  made 
known  to  me  the  God  of  Noah,  who  is  the  God  of  the 
Hebrews,  I  should,  ere  this  last  manifestation  of  Hi* 
awful  majesty  and  terror,  have  prostiated  myself  bef'"»re 
Him  and  acknowledged  Ilim  as  my  God.  Wonderlul 
that  He,  who  dwells  in  heaven,  should  stoop  to  behold 
things  on  the  earth,  and  make  such  displays  of  Hit 
glory,  and  majesty,  and  strength,  for  the  sake  of  a  p<xir, 
enslaved  pt'ople  like  the  Hebrews.  But,  as  the  holy 
Mov^cs  tau*rlit  me  the  other  dav,  when  I  was  huniblv 
pitting  at  his  feet,  and  hearing  him  discourse  on  these 
nn'ghty  events  (for  which  he  takes  to  himself  no  honor 
<»r  merit,  but  onlv  Koems  the  more  meek  and  lowlv  the 
more  ho  is  intrusted  with  power  by  God),  these  display» 
of  Gnd's  majesty  have  a  threefold  end:  first,  to  prove 
to  the  trembling  ai*(l  heart-crushed  Israelites  that  He 
wll<^  is  so  terrible  in  power,  doing  wonders,  is  MWrGod, 
as  He  wa^  the  G<k1  of  Abraham,  and  has  power  to  de- 
liver them  from  I'liaraoh  ;  as  well  as  to  teach  them  that 
if  He  can  so  ])uni>h  the  Kgyptians,  He  can  punish  them 
;ils«»,  with  iMpial  jn«lgnu*nts,  if  they  rebel  and  do  wick- 
edly:  src'Dndly,  to  j)uni>Ii  Pharaoh  for  the  oppression  ot 
His  peo])lu,  to  iilllict  the  land  upon  which  thej  have 
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groaned  so  manj  generations,  and  to  eliow  the  EgyptiaoG 
tbat  He  alone  is  God,  tliat  their  godB  are  as  stubble  in 
His  hand,  "that  there  is  none  like  Him  in  all  the  earth;" 
and  thns  bring  them  to  acknowledge  Him,  and  to  fear 
and  worship  Him :  and,  thirdly,  that  the  word  of  Hia 
mighty  deeds  and  wonders  done  in  Egypt,  going  abroad 
to  the  ears  of  kings  and  princes,  priests  and  lords,  and 
people  of  all  nations  apon  the  earth,  may  give  them  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God,  prove  to  them  the  impoten- 
cy  of  tlieir  idols,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Ood  of  the 
Hebrews,  in  heaven,  and  on  earth,  and  over  kings  and 
people.  "  Therefore,  and  for  these  ends,"  cootinned  the 
divine  Moees,  "  that  He  might  not  leave  Himself  withoat 
a  witness  before  men,  and  that  He  might  declare  His 
power  to  all  His  crealiires.  and  His  care  for  the  oppress 
ed,  and  His  jndgment  upon  kings  who  reign  by  cruelty, 
has  He  permitted,  not  only  the  l)ondage  of  our  nation, 
hut  raised  np  such  a  man  as  Pharaoh,  in  whom  to  show 
forth  His  power  and  judgments,  as  He  said  to  this  king, 
'  And  in  very  deed,  for  tliis  cause  have  I  raised  tbee  up, 
to  show  in  thee  my  power,  and  that  my  Name  may  be 
declared  throughout  all  the  earth.'  Therefore  did  the 
Lord  God  say  to  me  in  the  beginning,  when  He  sent  me 
liofcre  Pharaoh,  'I  am  sure  that  the  king  of  Egypt  will 
not  let  you  go,  no  not  until  I  stretch  out  my  hand  witli 
mighty  power,  and  smite  Egypt  with  all  my  wonders 
which  I  will  do  ;  and  after  that  he  will  let  you  go  I'  1 
did  not  underetand  this  all  at  the  first,"  said  Moeee; 
"but  now  I  perceive  the  mind  of  God,  and  that  He  will 
do  His  will  upon  Phanioli,  and  send  yet  more  terrible 
punishments ;  after  which,  humbled,  and  acknowledging 
God  to  be  the  Lord,  he  will  let  the  people  go  I" 
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What  a  wonderful  mystery  is  passing  l>efure  iitt|  0 
tny  father !  How  dreadful  is  this  God  I  II(»w  wondar 
i'uly  how  glorious  is  His  majesty  I  In  His  presence,  and 
before  Him,  what  is  man  but  dust,  breath,  Tanityl  1 
Immble  myself  before  Him,  and  feel  that  I  am  a  wonn, 
and  no  man  I  Tet  Thothmeses,  like  a  madman,  standc 
and  defies  this  living  God ! 

K  ot  all  the  horror  of  the  plagae  of  hail  and  fire,  d 
tlie  lightnings  and  thunderings,  moved  him  to  let  IbtmI 
depart.  When  the  judgment  of  Qod  was  at  its  height, 
driven  to  the  interior  of  his  palace, — ^from  the  tower  npon 
which  he  had  ascended  ^'  to  see  what  Moeet  and  Aaroa 
would  do,"  as  he  said, — he  remained  there  three  davsi 
until,  unable  longer  to  bear  the  terrors  of  the  scene,  and 
the  cries  of  his  people,  he  sent  for  Moses  and  Aaron. 
No  messenger  could  be  found  to  go  but  Israelisia,  your 
fcfrmer  page,  who,  since  he  returned  to  Egypt,  la  a  wet' 
vant  of  the  king,  greatly  devoted  to  him,  and  from 
whom  I  have  obtained  much  interesting  information  of 
the  effects  of  these  divine  judgments  upon  him.  Three 
couriers,  one  after  the  other,  had  been  stmck  down  by 
the  hail.  But  the  Hebrew  walked  forth  fearlesslv  and 
unharmed,  and  moved  through  the  showers  of  ice,  as  il 
he  ])oro  a  channed  life.  This  alone  should  have  proved 
rhi*  j)ower  of  God  to  be  with  the  Hebrew  servant,  $xii 
}i*rain8t  Pharaoh  and  his  servants. 

Moving  through  tlie  darkness,  amid  the  fire  upon  dw 
Lcround,  and  the  hail  and  scalding  rain,  the  man  arrived, 
and  told  Mosct^  and  Aaron  that  the  king  had  repented, 
and  prayed  them  both  to  hasten  to  him,  for  he  knew 
their  God  wouhl  defend  them  from  injury  on  the  way. 

Tlie  king  is  re])re8ented  as  having  receiTed  tbe  H^ 
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brev  brofiiers  id  hie  batli-room,  with  his  phjsiciana 
aroiuid  him,  his  face  ghastly  with  fear,  and  aDxietj,  and 
ao  indefinable  dread.  It  is  also  said  that  hie  mamiei 
was  servile  rather  than  hnmble,  and  that  his  speechwaa 
mingled  with  lamentations  and  accusations.  When  they 
entered,  he  said : 

'*  It  is  enongh,  O  men  of  God,  it  is  enoogh !  Entreat 
the  Lord  yonr  God  for  me,  that  there  be  no  more  mighty 
thimderings  and  hail,  and  I  will  let  yon  go,  and  without 
any  longer  delay." 

As  be  spoke,  the  palace  shook  to  its  foandationB,  and 
the  water  in  the  fountain  swayed  to  and  fro  with  vio- 
lence, as  in  an  earthquake,  while  the  hail,  descending 
with  a.  great  noise  into  the  outer  courts,  was  piled  many 
cubits  in  height  against  the  columns,  the  sculptured 
work  of  which,  etrutk  off  in  every  exposed  part,  fell  to 
the  earth  mingled  with  the  hail-stones. 

"  As  soon  as  I  am  gone  out  of  the  city  I  will  spread 
abroad  my  hands  unto  the  Lord,"  said  Moses,  "  and  the 
thunder  shall  cease,  and  the  hail,  that  thou  mayest  know 
how  that  the  earth  is  the  Lord's.  Bnt,  O  king,  as  for 
ihee  and  thy  lords,  I  know  that  ye  will  not  yet  fear  the 
Lord  Gixl.  Has  lie  not  mocked  the  power  of  yonr  pre- 
tended fT'-ddess,  Isis,  over  the  lieavens,  and  seasons,  and 
winds?  Who  hath  known  a  rain  and  hail  in  Egypt  id 
this  month?  or  hath  seen  the  winds  blowing  cloudv 
trmn  the  sea  ?  G'ld  is  God,  and  Isis  is  no  god  ;  or  if  t 
god,  where  is  her  power?  Entreat  her  to  remove  thii 
chamitin,  of  heaven,  such  as  earth  never  before  felt  npcn 
her  bosruo." 

"  God  is  God,  and  entreat  Ilim  for  me,"  answered  tbe 
king,  with  a  feeble  gestare   of  impatience,  doabtlew 
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hanibled,  and  yet  angry  at  being  compelled  to  oonimt 
to  loBO  six  hundred  thonsand  working-men  from  the 
mines  and  great  works  he  is  carrying  on  ;  for  thoagh  le 
fears  the  number  of  the  Hebrews,  he  would  rather  re- 
tain them,  keeping  them  under  by  increased  oppreasioD, 
than  release  them,  and  thereby  be  relieved  from  the 
apprehensions  to  whicli  their  unparalleled  increase  has 
given  rise. 

When  Moses  had  left  the  city  of  On  behind  him,  he 
spread  abroad  his  hands  towards  heaven  nnto  his  God: 
and  the  thunders,  and  rain,  and  hail,  and  ligfatningi 
ceased* 

Anticipating  the  removal  of  the  judgment,  I  had  been 
standing  for  some  hours  by  the  tower  and  foantain  of 
Jacob.  Suddenly  the  awful  mass  of  ebony-black  dovd. 
which,  for  three  days,  had  never  ceased  to  utter  its  voioM 
of  thunder,  and  send  forth  its  lightnings,  hail,  and  fire 
upon  tlie  earth  beneath,  began  to  roll  itself  up,  like  a 
scroll,  towards  the  north.  Tlie  thunder  ceased.  The 
lightnings  were  no  more  visible.  The  hail  fell  no  more. 
And,  as  the  cloud  receded,  the  shadows  upon  the  land- 
now  smitten  and  desolate — moved  with  it  GradoallT 
the  whole  landscape  reappeared ;  first  I  saw  the  walk 
of  On,  then  its  towers,  then  the  obelisks  cangfat  the 
light,  and  all  at  once  the  eflTulgent  sun  poured,  from  tlie 
clear  sky  above  it,  the  splendor  of  his  beams,  which  the 
shield  of  Osiris  caught  and  again  reflected  with  its  {cf- 
mer  brilliancy.  Slowly,  but  with  awful  majeatj,  the 
cloud  of  Ood^B  anger  descended  the  horizon,  and  finallf 
dit<api)oarc<l  in  the  north.  And  I  thought  that  mayhap 
its  dark  volume  wr>uM  be  soen  passing  over  the 
even  from  Tyre,  to  your  consternation  and  wonder. 
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Wliat  a  wene  of  desolation  the  laad  preuoted  vben, 
th«  Deit  da^,  I  returned  to  On  I  The  fields  of  flax  and 
bariey  were  smitten  and  consumed;  the  trees  were 
broken  and  stripped  of  their  learee,  either  hy  the  fire  or 
hail;  the  houses  and  villages  of  the  plain  were  deras- 
tated ;  in  all  the  fields  were  dead  corpsea ;  and  cattle 
ODd  horses  which  had  escaped  the  former  plague,  or 
been  purchased  from  the  Ilebrews,  were  Ijing  dead 
ererywhore  with  their  herdeinen.  Chariots  and  theu 
riders,  overtaken  in  flight  from  On,  lay  upon  the  high- 
ways ;  and  death,  desolation,  and  horror  reigned  I 

Entering  the  eity.  T  brw  soKIiors  that  had  been  struck 
dead  at  their  posts  by  the  hail,  still  lying  where  they 
fell ;  and  the  sCrceta  filled  with  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  with  heaps  of  hail ;  while  the  sun  shone  down  upon 
a  scene  of  nnivereal  wailing  and  woe ! 

I  passed  on  to  the  palace  nf  Pharaoh,  my  position  and 
rank  having  at  all  times  given  me  free  access  to  his  pre*- 
ence.  I  found  him  at  a  banquet,  as  for  three  days  and 
nights  he  had  scarcely  tasted  foi^  for  terror  and  confa-  ■ 
eion,  neither  he,  nor  Wa  lords,  nor  servants.  They  were 
feiuling  and  drinking  wine,  and  the  king's  face  was 
flunhed  with  strong  drink  ;  for,  seizing  the  present 
moment  of  Becurity,  he  revelled,  striving  to  forget  the 
pafit  terrors.  As  I  entered,  his  singers  were  singing  a 
hymn  to  his  gods;  and  when  it  was  ended,  Pharaoh, 
with  his  Clip  in  lii»  btind,  cursed  the  Qod  of  the  He- 
brews whii  hnil  sent  such  terrors  upon  his  land,  for  hith- 
erto he  linil  saiil  it  was  the  gods  of  Egypt  who  had  done 
tbeee  thitigK,  forced  thereto  by  the  powerful  enchant- 
tnants  of  llie  Ili-brew  brotliers. 

I  turned  QM-iiy  from  his  hall,  refuaing  to  go  in,  wb«u 
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Moses  and  Aaron  passed  mc,  and  entered  his  presenet 
Upon  seeing  them,  Pliaraoh's  heart  was  hardened  agtiiM 
them  and  their  God,  and  he  and  his  lords  roee  op  in  fesi 
and  anger. 

^^Are  ye  come  again  before  me,  ye  Hebrews  F*  ht 
cried,  in  his  wrath  and  wine.  ^*  I  will  not  let  Isnel  go! 
Not  a  foot  nor  hoof  shall  stir  from  the  land  I  I  hi?« 
sworn  it  by  the  life  of  Pharaoh,  and  by  the  gods  d 
Egypt  I" 

Then  Moses  answered  the  king,  and  said — 

'^Thns  saith  the  Lord  Gk>d  of  the  Hebrews,  O  Fh» 
raoh :  ^  Let  my  people  go  1  How  long  wilt  thoo  reAiN 
to  hnmble  thyself  before  met  Let  my  people  go,  thst 
they  may  serve  me ;  else  on  the  morrow  will  I  bring  dis 
locnsts  into  thy  coasts,  and  they  shall  oover  the  iaee  of 
the  earth,  and  devour  what  remaineth  in  the  field,  and 
shall  fill  thy  honses,  and  the  houses  of  all  the  Egyptianii 
even  as  hath  not  been  upon  the  earth  unto  this  day  T" 

"  We  have  seen  locusts  in  Egypt,  O  Hebrew,  and  feir 
them  not,''  answered  Pharaoh,  with  a  laugh  of  derision. 
^^  Oo  tell  your  God  that  Pharaoh  and  his  gods  defy  Bin 
and  Ilis  locusts !" 

Then  Moses  turned  himself,  and  went  ont  from  Fh^ 
raoh.  But  the  lords  of  Egypt  feared,  and  aaid  nnto 
their  king — 

^'  IIow  long  fill  all  this  man  be  a  snare  unto  na  and  dw 
evil  destiny  of  Egypt  ?  Let  the  men  of  the  Hebrevt 
go,  that  they  may  serve  their  mighty  and  dreadful  God, 
as  ITe  commandeth  them.  Enowest  thou  not,  O  kin^ 
that  Egypt  is  destroyed ;  and  the  locusts  will  destroy  tlic 
wheat  and  the  rye  which  are  just  bursting  oat  of  thi 
ground,  and  die  loaves  that  are  putting  forth  I** 
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"Dion  Phar&oh  sent  for  Mosob  and  Aaron,  who  had 
uot  yet  reached  the  gate  of  the  palace,  and  when  they 
again  stood  before  him,  he  said — 

**  For  the  sake  of  these,  and  for  Egypt's  sake,  which 
thy  sorcery  has  nearly  destroyed,  I  yield  to  thy  demand^ 
not  becanse  I  fear  thy  God.  ,  60,  serve  the  Lord  yoor 
tiod ;  bnt  who  are  they  that  shall  go  (" 

And  Moses  answered,  and  said  firmly  and  fearlessly — 

"  We  will  go  with  our  young  and  with  our  old,  with 
OOT  sons  and  with  onr  danghtets ;  with  oar  flocks  and 
with  our  herds  will  we  go ;  for  we  mnst  hold  a  feast  onto 
the  Lord,  and  a  sacrifice  onto  oar  GJod." 

Then  Pharaoh  answered,  in  great  anger — 

"  Let  tlie  Lord  look  to  you,  not  to  me,  for  his  sacri- 
fices, as  if  I  will  let  you  go,  and  your  little  ones,  that 
yon  may  feast  to  Him  t  Look  to  it  I  Provoke  not  my 
wrath,  for  evil  is  before  you  I  Ask  not  so.  Go  now,  ye 
that  are  men  and  serve  ihe  Lord,  since  that  is  what  ye 
atk !  Now  leave  my  presence !  Te  are  become  the 
ctirse  of  Egypt.  What!  Do  ye  linger  to  ask  more! 
Drive  the  men  forth  from  the  palace  I" 

The  guarfls  followed  for  some  paces,  but  drew  not 
near  tlieni  for  fear ;  and  with  calm  dignity  of  demeanor, 
■he  divine  brothers  went  out  of  the  palace,  and  left  the 
i  liy.  Wlieu  we  had  departed  from  the  presence  of 
I'liaraoh — for  I  had  joined  their  holy  companionship — 
lie  stretciicd  forth  his  rod  over  the  land  eastward, 
and  invoked  the  new  judgment  of  God  that  he  had 
threatened.  Immediately  a  strong  east  wind  arose,  and 
blew  all  that  day,  and  all  the  night,  each  hour  increas- 
ing ;  utid  in  ilie  morning,  when  I  waked  at  a  great  cry 
of  the  people,  I  looked  forth,  and  beheld  the  heavens 
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dark  with  a  Btrangc  aspect,  wholly  unlike  a  dead,  j«i 
moving  like  one,  or,  rather,  like  a  great  oceaii-waTe  roUiBg 
along;  the  sky.  It  was  attended  in  its  approach,  whidi 
was  from  the  direction  of  the  Arabian  Sem,  by  a  ooo- 
fused  humming,  like  the  wind  sweeping  through  the  tall 
(sedars  on  Libanus.  As  it  drew  near,  it  coyered  half  tlw 
heavens,  and  appeared  many  liundred  feet  in  thirknuw 
the  lower  surface  being  not  far  from  the  earth.  I  toon 
perceived,  from  the  cries  around  me,  that  it  was  the 
threatened  plague  of  locusts  coming  upon  Egypt,  looaad 
from  the  open  palm  of  Grod's  hand.  My  poaitioa  waiil 
a  window  in  the  house  of  Aaron,  and  not  far  from  ths 
lino  between  Goshen  and  tlie  rest  of  Egypt.  I  aaw  theaii 
as  they  passed  over  the  plains,  and  fields,  and  dty,  and 
villages,  descend  in  showers  like  flakes  of  snow,  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  at  a  time,  until  the  whole  earth  was 
brown  with  them.  Thus  the  flight  continued  all  thai 
day,  and  all  night,  and  all  the  next  day  and  next  nigh^ 
— an  endless  cloud,  darkening  the  sun  by  day  and  the 
stars  by  night.  Tlie  surface  of  Egypt  seemed  agitated 
and  alive  like  the  sea  after  a  storm,  restless,  and  in  con- 
tinual motion  in  every  part ;  while  the  noise  made  by 
the  wings  of  the  locusts  was  incessant, — a  monotone 
awful  to  hear,  without  variation  or  diminution,  till  thi 
ear  became  weary  of  hearing,  and  in  vain  sought  relict 
from  the  deep,  angry  bass  of  this  voice  of  vengeance  of 
the  Hebrews^  God  I  In  crossing  the  Nile,  myriadffell 
into  it,  and  covered  its  surface, — galleys,  bargee,  mei, 
and  sails ;  and  the  water  was  defiled  by  their  preeepo. 
At  noon-day  there  was  a  dreadful  twilight  preTailingi 
for  the  beams  of  the  sun  could  not  penetrate  thia  liviqg 
cloud.    They  covered   the  whole  face  of  E^jpt,  aad 
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their  voracity  left  uot  a  bud,  or  luaf,  or  Htiy  green  thing 
oo  the  trees,  wliich  were  jiiGt  {tutting  out  again ;  or  in 
die  herbs  of  the  field,  which  had  sprung  up  dnce 
tlw  hail ;  for  much  eced  was  in  the  ground,  which 
csme  up  after  the  hail,  only  to  bo  destroyed  by  the 
lociuta. 

Then  the  people,  in  despair,  besieged  the  palace  of 
Pharaoh  with  great  cries.  Tliough  the  Egyptians  re 
gard  their  king  as  their  ]>rii?et,  and  as  a  god,  and  are 
proverbially  submieeive  to  his  will  and  power,  they  had 
noir  lost  all  fear,  being  driven  to  despair  by  this  last 
plague.  Nothing  but  famine  and  death  were  before 
them,  and  their  wives,  and  little  ones!  Pharaoh  also 
became  alarmed  at  the  endless  power  of  the  Ood  of  the 
Hebrews!  Ue  had  long  since  given  hii  magicians, 
Jambres  and  Janncs,  to  doath,  because  they  failed  t« 
keep  pace  with  Moees  and  Aaron,  and  he  evidently  foil 
that  this  was  the  power  of  a  God  he  could  no  longer 
compete  with.  He  therefore  sent  for  Moses  and  Aaron 
in  haste.  When  they  came  into  his  presence  they  be- 
held him  in  a  cInRcd  room,  ligbted  by  the  seven  golden 
lamps  whicli  (>girrui<en  cnpttiri,>d  from  the  king  of  Nine- 
veh ;  for  the  locustH  niiidc  it  m'Ci'6«ary  to  close  every 
ahutler,  and  luni  dny  into  night,  in  every  houM.  He 
"fflj  reclining  upon  a  lounj^  covered  with  Tynan  pur- 
ple, and  ailomeil  with  needle-work ;  and  was  surrounded 
by  the  ladies  i>r)ii>;  palnce,  who  were  imploring  him,  at 
the  Hebrew  lirollicni  entered,  to  let  Irrael  go!  Even 
hie  son,  the  careless  nnd  p\y  Prince  Aninn'iphis,  wa« 
kneeling  before  liiin.  ami  urging  him  to  ubidc  by  bn 
rwolution.  to  erunt  the  demand  of  tlie  God  of  the  He 
hrewB.     When  lie  beheld  the  tall  and  mi^eetic  peiwon* 


552  THE   PILLAR  OF   FIRE,   OR 

m 

if  Moses  and  Aaron  enter,  he  rose  from  his  conch,  ind 
cried — 

"  I  have  sinned  against  the  Lord  your  God,  and 
against  you.  Now,  therefore,  O  Moses  and  Aaron,  for- 
give, I  pray  thee,  my  sin  only  this  once,  and  entreat  the 
Lord  your  God  that  He  may  take  away  from  me  tLif 
death  only  I" 

Tliis  confession  seemed  to  be  made  with  a  certain 
frankne.'^s  and  sincerity,  and  a  show  of  deep  humility : 
and  Moses  answered — 

"  Tlie  Lord  forgive  thee,  according  to  what  is  in  thj 
heart.  I  will  entreat  the  Lord  for  thee,  and  the  plagae 
shall  be  removed  from  thee  and  thy  people/' 

Then  Moses  went  out  from  the  presence  of  Pharaoh ; 
and  when  he  had  come  into  Goshen  he  ascended  the 
tower  of  Jacob,  and  entreated  the  Lord  for  Pharar'h. 
Immediately  the  cloud  of  locusts  became  t«^s9ed  as  with 
a  whirlwind ;  and  the  wind,  changing  from  the  east  lo 
the  west,  blow  Ktrongly,  and  juessed  back  the  mas?  nt 
lociist-cloiuls,  sw(.'oj>iiig  those  that  were  on  the  earth  into 
the  air,  and  rolling  the  whole  body  of  wingeii  creature* 
eastward.  This  win<l  blow  all  night,  and  all  the  nex: 
day,  and  the  next  night,  a  mighty  wind,  and  on  tlie  f.4- 
lowing  ninriiing  not  a  living  locust  was  visible  in  all  the 
coasts  of  E:^vi»t. 

Moses  now  son:  mossongors  all  through  Egypt,  calliTtc 
upon  the  chiklron  of  Israel  to  loavo  whatever  thev  m\^\.' 
be  occiij)itd  in,  and  ahsomble  thomsolves  in  the  lai.^l  •■! 
(4oshon,  with  tht.ir  wives,  and  chihlren,  and  flocks,  and 
all  that  thoy  had.  lie  had  previously  sent  men  into 
UpjK-r  Kgypt  and  to  the  mines;  and,  what  is  wonder 
fnl    the   Hebrews  in  the  mines  were  penmtted  to  p^ 
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forth  from  thence  by  their  keepers,  for  the  fear  of  Moan 
had  reached  their  ears,  and  they  gladly  let  them  go  1 
The  meeseiigere  whom  Moses  now  sent  everywhere, 
from  Migdol  to  Syeiie,  were  Hebrews,  and  wore  no- 
where molested  as  they  went ;  for  a  fear  and  reverenoo 
of  them,  as  the  people  of  the  mighty  Ood  of  Moses,  liad 
taken  the  place,  in  the  minds  of  the  great  body  of  the 
Egyptians,  of  their  former  contempt:  nay,  every  od« 
was  willing  to  do  them  a  kindness. 

Now,-my  dear  father,  you  are  prepared  to  read  that 
Pharaoh,  according  to  his  word,  permitted  the  children 
of  Israel  to  depart  from  hb  dominions.  But  ^lOthmeHt 
lY.  is  no  ordinary  man !  Probably,  such  a  character  aa 
his  is  unknown  in  the  history  of  kings.  Sitcli  a  imiftn 
of  opposite  qualities  is  rardy  tncoiinUirpd  in  onir  indi- 
vidual. Superstitious,  yet  sacrih-jfioiiif !  '^iwanlly,  yd. 
braving  death !  faitliful  to  hitt  'latli  V<  liin  g"'!*,  ytt  a 
perjnrer  of  hiinsc-lf  lo  men  !  U:ii'li:r-]u:arU:i\  m  a  woman 
to  his  own  children  and  fainily,  yei  i:mi:l  an  a  tig^r  aixl 
relentless  as  a  lioa  to  •)••■.  H''.r';wii  and  Ourir  liitJ*:  wimi  ! 
Treacherous.  ;.r<:o[,}iar,-ir;.  u.uVhu'.uik,  hiA  ir'/l(t(a»l,  hf.  in 
twofold  in  speech,  arid  doii'-l'i-rriifi'lH  in  M-y;r*»  itiUft*' 
tion;  he  pr'.rn;^*^  wh'irj  in  dafij^'rr ,  an/I  rt',*nk*M  U'utWffd 
m  securiry:  Ittr-'ylk'.:.-^  f.U  f'-wi,  y*^  f-swir/jf  ltt«wi,  (»*• 
llatters.  h-^'.-r-  '.yT..  ^-A  'i-'-i-.'iv^  ii.Mfi'  Trtntt4iut( 
under  j-,:^;.';-.-.  r.^-.  ■['■.■.'.•ik  i.U  fjrrtfn  wltWn  tl^y  »f« 
pastl  c..:.t;.-.-.^-;  -.f  •.-.i,  ,-.'.(. .yt-  'i^f^/"t';'.^_  !>■',  f^04im 
'-■c  ■-'-■':  ;■■■"■="=:■    .^  ''^'v:,  ,■"■-  'tf^y'.;.y_  '•'     T?-«"^  '|Wfli«». 

rai-j.'^  i.-.-;  i:;.  ^r-w  '.■■■■-.  -.^  -^z' -,-.■■-,;;  w;.*-  i,*  •''i^M  *•/ 
ar.'i  :--.v  ■.,  .■  -.,  ,  .■.^,-,-  ...  .K.-j.^..,  f^  '^fA»  flUlM  #* 
car.  k.--vv   ■„-.»  V-..-  i»'-..-j,-hV»-,   'A>-ya»  i*vvM««KI  ***» 
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suppoeed  circumstanceB.  It  was  perhaps,  therefore,  oc 
acconnt  of  the  peculiar  character  of  this  Pharaoh,  that 
God  chose  the  time  and  the  man  for  showing  His  power, 
glory,  majesty,  and  terror  to  Egypt,  to  Israel,  and  to  the 
world!  Under  such  a  queen  as  Amense,  or  such  • 
prince  as  the  mild  Tliothmeses  11.,  the  first  miracle  of  the 
serpent  swallowing  the  rods  of  the  magicians,  would 
have  drawn  their  consent  to  let  Israel  go.  Wliere  then 
would  have  been  the  manifestation  of  the  power  of  God, 
that  the  earth  is  now  witnessing  with  awe  and  fear  I 
God,  therefore,  knowing  what  was  in  the  man,  chose 
tliis  Pharaoh  as  the  person  in  whom,  through  the  natural 
agency  of  his  obdurate  hearty  He  might  make  manifest 
His  name  as  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  whose  power 
neither  man  nor  gods  can  resist.  TIius  Pharaoh,  un- 
wittingly, through  the  perversity  of  his  own  will,  and 
the  instability  of  his  character,  is  actually  carrying  oat 
God^s  ultimate  designs,  glorifying  Him  in  His  greacnen» 
and  drawing  forth  these  stupendous  manifestations  of 
His  Almighty  power  over  earth,  and  ur,  and  skies! 
Tet  is  he  no  less  guilty  before  God;  for  he  does  not 
Intend  His  glory,  but,  on  the  contrary,  denies  and  defiei 
Iliin  in  its  every  successive  manifestation! 

Pharaoh,  therefore,  did  not  stand  to  his  word  now, 
tiear  father.  When  lefl  to  himself,  he  forgot  all  that  had 
gone  before,  and  sent  word  to  M(»ses  and  Aaron  not  tu 
attempt  to  remove  the  Hebrews,  as  he  would  not  le: 
them  go;  for  Egy])t  was  devastated,  and  nearly  mined 
in  every  part,  and  he  mut?t  first  have  the  labors  of  the 
Hebrews  to  restore  the  dikes  and  canals,  and  the  ter- 
races and  gardens  of  the  lakes,  and  then  he  would  let 
tliem  go. 
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Then  Moaea  and  Aaron  went  at  noonday  and  sought 
the  Lord  as  aforetime,  in  the  ailence  and  loneliness  of 
the  well  of  Jacob,  where  they  ever  prayed  unto  Him, 
and  where  He  spake  unto  them  all  the  words  He  com 
manded  them  to  speak  before  Pharaoh.  And  when  they 
had  ended  their  prayers  and  supplications  before  their 
great  and  terrible  God,  wboee  name  tfaey  never  spake 
but  with  the  profoundeet  awe,  the  Lord  said  nnto  Moses : 

"  Stretch  forth  thine  hand  towards  heaven,  that  there 
may  be  darkness  over  the  land  of  Egypt,  even  darkness 
that  may  be  felt" 

Obeying  the  command,  Hoses  ascended  the  tower  of 
Jacob,  and  stretched  forth  his  hand  towards  heaven. 

Then  followed  a  scene,  my  dear  father,  of  solemn  ter- 
ror. The  atmosphere  became  the  color  of  blood.  The 
snn  disappeared  af  if  extinguished.  A  thick  and  instant 
darkncsB  fell  upon  the  earth.  The  birds  ceased  their 
songs ;  the  cattle  lowed ;  the  wail  of  Egypt  went  np 
in  one  great  cry !  Though  On  is  several  miles  distant, 
the  cry  of  the  city  reached  the  ears  of  the  children  of 
Israel  in  Goshen.  But  with  them  all  was  light,  and  joy, 
and  beauty.  The  sun  shone ;  there  was  light  in  every 
dwelling;  the  birds  sang ;  the  green  harvests  waved  in 
the  jnyons  sunshine  ;  the  verdant  fields  and  leafy  treee 
dimcod  in  the  soft  breeze  ;  for  no  plague  had  come  nigh 
the  riebrewB,  tbeir  fields,  foliage,  or  dwellings.  The 
darkness  stood,  like  a  great  wall  of  black  mist  rising 
high  as  heaven,  between  Goshen  and  Egypt. 

Its  sudden  descent  upon  Egypt  caught  the  Egyptians 
on  the  road,  in  the  fields,  upon  the  Nile,  in  the  stroets, 
temples,  and  palaces,  aa  they  chanced  to  be ;  and  where 
it  fell  upon  them,  there  they  were  compelled  to  remain. 
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No  flame  could  burn  in  the  thick,  black  fog,  which  fel: 
elimy  to  the  touch.  I  would  have  entered  ii  for  a  mo- 
ment after  touching  it,  but  Aaron  warned  me  not  n. 
tempt  God ;  that  safety  was  alone  in  the  sunh'ght  iA 
Goshen.  Out  from  the  black  abyss  came,  now  and  then. 
;\  fearful  cry  of  some  desolate  wayfarer,  and  the  Ht- 
brews  answered  kindly  back,  and  so  by  their  shfintr 
directed  the  wanderer  in  the  darkness  how  to  move  to- 
wards the  light.  During  this  darkness,  the  Hebrews, 
by  tlic  command  of  Moses,  were  collecting  their  fl«.>ck£, 
and  j)rei)aring  to  depart  to  sacrifice  to  their  God  :  sit**, 
those  who  had  not  been  circumcised  now  received  the 
rite. 

This  horrible  night  continued  without  change — with- 
out moon  or  star  to  lend  it  a  ray — until  the  third  day, 
when  Pharaoh,  unable  longer  to  hold  out  in  this  unequal 
combat  against  God,  sent  two  Hebrews,  born  in  \i\i 
house,  to  Moses;  for  only  the  Hebrew  could  walk 
through  this  night  of  God  i\s  in  the  light.  Without  a 
word  of  iinj)atience  or  doubt,  Moses  and  Aaron  n>3e  up 
and  tlisai>])oared  in  the  awful  veil  of  darkness,  in  res|>onrr 
to  the  suniinons  of  the  king.  Xo  sooner  did  Phani^'h 
boliold  tluMiK  than  he  cried  out,  in  a  voice  of  minglii! 
com]>liiiiit  and  (.•oti(lo^coIl^ion — 

''Go  ye,  Moses  and  Aaron,  ye  and  yours,  only  le" 
vour  ilocks  and  herds  stay  in  the  land  ;  for  liast  thoa 
ii<»t  dc'Stroyed/'  hi'  atlth'il  with  bitterness,  **  whatsoeve* 
parteth  tho  hoof  in  all  the  land  of  Kgypt  ?  Tour  lilllv 
oni»B  may  also  go  with  you."  Tliis  was  spoken  in  a  tone 
»f  coniU*S('cnsi';»i. 

Atid  Mos»'>  answered  and  said: 

*'Tliou  ^lu^t  suffer  our  flocks  and  herds  to  go  with  r& 
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0  king,  that  we  ma;  have  eacriSces  and  bumt-offeriDga 
wherewith  to  gacrifice  unto  the  Lord  onr  Qod.  Oar 
Rattle,  therefore,  must  also  go  with  us.  There  ehall  not  a 
hoof  he  left  behind." 

When  Pharaoh  heard  Moses  speak  thus  firmly  and 
boldly  to  him,  abating  nothing  from  his  fint  demand, 
he  seemed  to  lose  his  reason  with  rage.  Oaeting  his 
sceptre  from  hie  hand  at  the  two  brothers,  he  cried — 

"  Get  je  from  me,  ye  destroyers  and  cnrse  of  Egypt  I 
Take  heed  to  thyself,  0  Moses,  and  see  my  face  no  more, 
for  in  that  day  thon  seest  my  face  thon  shalt  die  T' 

Then  Moses  answered,  with  calm  and  severe  majeety: 

"Thon  hast  spoken  well,  O  Pharaoh.  I  will  see  thy 
face  no  more.  But  hear  thou  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
which,  knowing  thy  heart,  He  hath  spoken  unto  me  to 
say  now  before  thee  :  '  I  will  bring  yet  one  plague  more 
upon  Pharaoli  and  upon  Egypt.     About  midnight  will 

1  go  out  into  the  midst  of  Egypt,  and  all  the  first-bom 
in  the  land  of  Egypt  shall  die,  from  the  first-bom  oj 
Pharaoli  that  sittetli  upon  his  throne,  even  unto  the  first- 
bom  of  the  maid-servant  that  is  behind  the  mill ;  and  all 
the  first-born  of  beasts  :  and  all  these  thy  servants  shall 
bow  down  themselves  unto  me,  saying — "  Get  thee  ont, 
and  all  ihe  people  that  follow  thee  ;  and  thy  lords,  and 
high  captains,  and  governors,  and  great  men,  and  all  who 
serve  thee,  eha!!  come  down  to  me,  to  urge  me  to  go 
forth  out  of  Egypt :  after  that  I  will  go  out." '  These, 
O  king,  are  the  words  of  the  Ijord  against  thee,  lion 
hast  cast  thy  seoptre  at  my  feet.  As  I  step  my  foot 
upon  it,  ao  shall  ilie  Lord  place  his  foot  upon  Egypt  I" 

TliuB  speaking,  Moses  went  out  from  Pharaoh  in  great 
anger.     .\s  he  left  the  palace,  the  Egyptians  prostrated 
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themselTes  before  him,  and  Bought  his  fayor,  and  mmt 
cried,  *^  He  is  a  god !  Let  this  god,  who  is  migfatiff 
than  Osiris  and  greater  than  SerapiSi  be  onr  god  I** 

^'  Bat  Moses  sternly  rebuked  tliem,"  said  Aaron,  who 
related  to  me  all  that  had  passed,  ^^and  felt  deeph 
grieved  and  humbled  at  so  great  a  sin,  and  called  upon 
them  to  worship  God  in  heaven,  whoao  servant  only  he 
was,  with  no  power  in  himself  to  do  theae  wonden 
which  they  had  witnessed." 

Farewell,  my  dear  fathen  My  next  letter,  withost 
doubt,  will  convey  to  you  the  victory  of  the  Lord  God 
over  Pharaoh  and  his  gods,  and  the  deUveranoe  of  the 
Hebrews  from  their  bondage. 

Tour  affectionate  son, 

Bkkessb  <xr  DAiumii. 


I8&ASL  ur  BoyOAQZ. 


LETTER   XI. 


sEiBBia  or  DjjuacoB  tu  t 

WarrTEX  n  thk  Wnsnuraaa  or  Axabu,  bt  thi  Sh*. 

Sir  DBAS  Fatheb: 

The  events  which  have  tranepired  since  1  last 
wrote  to  you,  mock  my  pen  by  their  sublimity  and  in- 
finite grandeur.  Upon  a  rock  for  a  tablet,  the  desert 
around  me,  the  Sea  of  Edom  bufore  me,  I  desire  to  re- 
cord, while  they  are  vivid  in  my  memory,  the  stupen- 
dous scenes  of  the  past  six  days.  The  miUione  of  Israel 
have  come  forth  out  of  Egypt!  The  Sea  of  Suphim 
is  between  them  and  the  land  of  their  bondage  I  But 
I  have  BO  much  to  write,  such  wonders  to  relate,  tliat 
I  will  not  anticipate  your  curiosity,  but  proceed  to 
Bcnd  you  s  narrative  of  each  event  in  doe  order.  Let 
:i]l  t)ie  earth  Bay  that  the  Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews  is 
the  only  God :  besides  Him  there  is  no  God  t 

The  day  tliat  Moses  and  Aiiron  departed  from  the 
presence  of  Pharaoh-Thothmeses,  in  tmth  to  sea  his  face 
no  more,  the  Lord  commanded  them  to  call  together  the 
elders  and  people  of  the  Hebrews,  and  instruct  them  to 
Lake  u  male  lamb,  or  a  kid  without  blemish,  one  to  each 
household,  keep  it  till  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month, 
whicli  day  was  just  at  hand,  and  kill  it  on  the  e 
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thereof,  sprinkling,  with  a  bunch  of  hyssop,  the  lintel  nd 
door-posts  of  their  houses  dipped  in  its  blood,  and  roiil- 
ing  the  flesh,  eat  it  at  night,  leaving  none  until  morning 
'^  And  ye  shall  eat  it,''  said  the  Lord,  ^^  in  haste,  widi 
your  loins  girded,  your  shoes  on  your  feet,  and  you 
staff  in  your  hand ;  for  it  is  the  Lord's  paasoTer,  wLc 
will  the  sanic  night  pass  through  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
sinite  all  the  first-born  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  both  mu 
and  beast ;  and  against  all  the  gods  of  Egypt  I  will  ex»* 
cute  judgment !  I  am  the  Lord :  and  this  day  ahaU  be  i 
memorial  to  you  forever.'' 

Then  Moses  did  as  the  Lord  commanded.  Moreover 
on  the  day  of  Uie  night  on  which  the  lamb,  that  bai 
been  selected  from  the  flocks  three  days  before,  was  to 
be  slain,  he  said  to  the  elders  of  Israel,  whom  he  calbd, 
together,  '^  Thus  saith  the  Lord  your  Qodj  ^  Let  none  d 
you  go  out  at  the  door  of  his  house  until  the  monung; 
for  this  night  the  Lord  will  pass  through  to  smite  Ae 
£gy})tians;  and  when  he  seedi  the  blood  upon  die 
lintel,  and  on  the  two  side-posts,  the  Lord  wiVLjwicmt 
the  door,  and  will  not  suffer  the  destroyer  to  oome  ii 
unto  your  houses  to  smite  you.'  "  There  were  also  oCbv 
ordinances  of  bread  unleavened  established,  which  bread 
they  were  commanded  to  eat  for  seven  days,  at  the  ^ftaM 
of  unleavened  bread." 

And  when  Moses  had  proclaimed  these  aad  other 
ordinances,  the  people  bowed  their  heads  and  worshipped 
Qod,  and  said  tliey  would  do  all  that  the  Lord  had  can- 
numded  Moses  and  Aaron  to  say  unto  them. 

Tlicn,  my  dear  father,  followed  a  scene  of  the  deep 
est  interest !  It  was  three  millions  of  people  preparing 
t^)  break  tlieir  bondage  of  generations,  and  to  fo  fonh 
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bvm  ander  tliu  cmel  sceptre  of  the  kiog  of  Eg^pt  for 
titer.  TIic  mighty  miracles  of  Moece  had,  long  siiice, 
■lenced  the  murmurB  and  doubts  of  tlio  elders,  opeoly 
Dttered  at  the  beginning,  when  Pharaoh  in  revenge 
against  Mnees  and  Aaron,  increased  their  bnrdeiu, 
and  denied  them  Btraw  for  their  bricks.  At  each  suc- 
eessire  miracle  they  had  gained  confidence  in  their 
powerful  advocate  before  Pharaoh ;  and  when  they  siw 
that  he  could  not  be.  equalled  by  the  magicians,  they 
became  vain  and  proud  of  him,  whom  before  tliey  had 
eondenmctl ;  anil  waited,  with  wonder  and  expectation, 
their  mighty  dclivoronce.  At  the  occurrence  of  the 
dzth  miracle  they  threw  up  all  work,  and  no  Egyptian 
had  tlie  heart  to  say,  "  Go  to  your  tasks  I"  for  they  saw 
tbat  God  was  with  them.  Tluis  from  all  parts  of  Egypt, 
drawn  by  curioeify,  hojie,  wonder,  and  a  desire  to  behold 
this  miphty  loader  whom  God  had  raided  up,  tlicy  flocked 
to  Goi>Iien.  until  the  land  was  tilled  with  their  vast  num- 
bers! Tlic  hna&OB  and  huts  coold  not  contain  them,  and 
they  ^ti'pt  hy  tlioupands  in  the  fields,  and  by  the  way- 
side, Wlicn  they  perceived  that  the  darkm-ss,  and  the 
locoi^;.-'.  and  the  bail  approached  not  their  land,  the  most 
timid  and  deK]ioiidinp  to<)k  courage,  and  lifted  their 
voices  to  the  God  of  tlieir  tatbcra,  in  hope  and  gratitude 
Indeei],  after  the  awful  plague  of  dark ne«t<,  thousands  (-l 
rhc  ni<«t  ijrnorant  Ilelire^vs  shouted  that  he  was  a  god, 
and  the  F-frypiiiiii*  nf  nil  ctiiwi'e  wen-  wady  to  acknowl- 
cdire  bini  il-i  O^iri^  i>r  Tlioth !  And  in  some  of  the 
t«-nipl<p.  ilif  day  al'liT  the  darkness  pii^sod,  the  {irieata 
waved  itKiTiM-  ti.  Osiciii  by  the  mime  of  MuMi'ueins,  or 
Ofi^i■l-^[<•M'•':  aiid.  I  ilnibt  not.  <liviue  honors  will  be 
paid  liiin  in  Hgy]it  for  <;eiieration8  to  cornel     Tet  thit 
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mighty  servant  of  God  moves  among  tlie  people,  ii 
unasauining  and  self-forgetful  as  the  humblest  of  loi 
brethren,  quietly  giving  his  directions  for  the  greitert 
movement  earth  was  ever  to  behold — a  nation  march 
*mg  in  one  day  from  bondage  to  freedom ! 

I  moved  in  and  out,  everywhere  among  them.  TlitR 
was  a  strange  joy  lighting  up  every  face.  Old  met 
looked  calm  and  hai)py ;  young  men  were  noisy  with 
hope ;  maidens  were  full  of  joy ;  mothers  smiled  with 
delight,  as  they  clasped  their  babes  to  their  bosoms,  ii 
the  certainty  tliat  they  would  not  grow  up  in  servitnde 
to  Pharaoh.  All  eyes  were  turned  to  Moses  and  Aaron, 
as  they  passed  to  and  fro,  and  many  fell  ou  their  kneei, 
and  worshipped  them ;  while  others  shouted^  as  the  onlj 
way  they  could  express  their  emotions.  How  most  the 
heart  of  the  servant  of  God  have  swelled  with  gnuitode 
to  his  Creator,  as  he  beheld  the  happiness  around  him! 
And  how  deeply  he  must  have  realized  his  responsibilitj, 
as  he  reflected  that  the  hopes  of  three  millions  of  pe<q)le, 
whom  he  had  iisscniblcd  in  Goshen,  with  the  promise  of 
deliverance  from  the  sceptre  of  Pharaoh,  hung  npon  hii 
single  arm,  but  which  was,  for  the  time,  the  arm  d 
God! 

With  what  emotions  of  awe  and  expectation  did  the 
children  of  Israel,  each  at  the  door  of  liis  honse,  prepare 
to  slay  the  chosen  lamb,,  and  sprinkle  its  blood  on  the 
ride-])OBts  and  lintel !  To  them  it  was  the  command  of 
Moses  8im])ly,  and  beyond  that  none  knew  the  uguifi- 
caiicc.  It  was  a  beautiful  and  serene  eyening.  The 
rtun  had  filled  the  skies  with  golden  atoms,  and  ths 
horizon  was  tinged  with  commingled  emerald,  blue,  and 
orange   coh»rs,  fused   into   an  atmosphere  of  ineflEdlk 
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glory.  It  seemed  ae  if  the  presence  of  the  Gtxi  of  tlie 
Hehrews  was  in  Hid  skies,  beholding  Hie  peojile  I  At 
the  given  hour,  being  the  ninth  of  the  day,  a  hundred 
thouttand  eacrificial  knives — held  in  the  bauds  of  tlio  men 
of  a  whole  nation,  which  became,  for  tlie  moment,  a 
nation  of  priests  to  God — flashed  in  the  sun,  and  tlie 
blood  of  the  victims,  pouring  npon  the  land  of  Goshen, 
consecrated  it  as  the  altar  where  the  6od  of  the  He- 
brews first  received  lite  national  worship  of  Uis  people, 
and  their  recognition  of  Kim  as  their  God. 

Then,  with  hyssop  dipped  in  a  basin  of  the  blood, 
each  man  sprinkled  the  door-posts,  and  croea-piece  of 
the  entrance  of  his  house,  in  behalf  of  all  who  either 
should  dwell  in  it,  or  who,  being  stranger-brethren, 
came  from  other  parts  of  Egypt,  and  could  enter  no 
house  for  the  throngs,  yet  were  numbered  with  some 
one  household :  as,  for  instance,  the  house  of  Aaron's 
laiher-in-Iaw,  which  could  hold  but  thirty  people, 
had  on  its  list  three  hundred  and  seventy  names, 
aa  its  household, — all  brethren  from  other  provinces; 
for  Goshen  was  nuw  like  a  mighty  camp.  There  were 
besides,  hovering  about  the  confines  of  Goshen,  and 
even  mingling  with  the  Hebrews,  thousands  of  Egyptian 
faniilifs,  whu,  flying  from  the  terror  of  the  Lord  in 
Egypt,  bad  sought  safety  near  the  Hebrews,  and  trader 
the  wing  of  the  Gtid  who  had  protected  them, — hoping 
to  share  their  safety.  Many  of  these  brought  their  sub- 
stance with  them — their  rich  apparel,  their  gold,  and 
jewels,  and  silver — hoping,  therewith,  to  purchase  the 
favor  of  their  oucc  despised,  and  now  dreaded,  bond- 
men. 

How,  my  dear  father,  shall  I  record  tlie  eTioiti  of  the 
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night  that  followed  the  death  of  the  Iambs!  As  the  wie 
went  down,  the  Hebrews,  with  awe,  retired  within  their 
dwellings,  and  closed  the  doors.  Mothers,  with  anxiota 
haste,  drew  in  their  first-bom.  Even  many  of  the  hap 
less  Egyptians,  who  had  heard  of  the  command  to  the 
Hebrews,  chose  a  lamb  and  slew  it — ^their  han<l»  trerj 
bling,  and  hearts  sinking  between  hope  and  feiir — an«i 
sprinkled  the  door-posts  of  their  wretched  ]»lacos  of 
shelter,  if,  peradventnre,  the  great  and  terrible  G«>d  (^i 
the  Hebrews  would,  in  the  coming  night  of  His  venge- 
ance upon  Pharaoh,  seeing  the  blood,  pass  them  by,  and 
spare  their  first-bom  also. 

At  length  a  silence,  like  that  which  forever  reign*  In 
the  heart  of  the  pyramids,  reigned  throughout  Goehen. 
Not  an  eye  was  closed  in  all  Israel,  during  th«»so  first 
hours  of  dread  watching  for  the  first  sound  abroad  i^f 
God's  coming  down  upon  Egypt.  I  remained  up,  in  the 
house  of  the  venerable  Aminadab,  the  father-in-law  ^^f 
Aaron.  Elisi])iu  tb(^  wite  of  Aanui,  with  her  arm  around 
her  eldest  son  Nadab,  a  tine  yf>ung  man,  held  him  finnly 
by  her  side.  Aaron  and  M«>sos  were  apart,  in  a  TiM>m  by 
thenipolves,  enirair^^d  in  low  conversation,  or  in  s^^lomn 
prayer.  No  fitlier  s«»und  w;is  heanl,  but  the  voice  of  tin* 
wondertul  man  talkinir.  as  if  fiice  to  fiice  with  his  G«h1. 

Smldenlv,  at  inidin'srlit,  a  briirht  lijjht  fr«>m  honvfr. 
-;lion(»  Mln>ve  tlie  dwelliiiir,  and  from  it  went  forth  a  irl'^^rv 
which  tilled  tli(»l:i?i'l  of  (luslien  with  its  beams.  Ist'y-i, 
at  the  !n'»nu'nt,  in  tlie  court,  and  fell  with  mv  face  ^n 
the  earth  ;  for  1  kiirw  that  it  w:i8  the  presence  of  GoA. 
At  lenirtli  Moses  toiiclird  nu*.  and  said — 

'*F«';ir  no*  !  Rise  :'."«1  behold  the  glory  of  God,  thftt 
wlicn  thoii  shalt  n'turn  and  sit  upon  thj  throne,  th  *u 
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thy  [>coplo  Uiat  Lti(!  God  of  llio  H«br«wi 
4oaToQ  uod  cartlil  For  1I13-  u](e,u«eUH 
I'liaraijli,  and  tho  Egyptiuut,  wm]  all  Um 
hull  ht^ar  of  Uiift,  ara  tiiceo  wouiluni  and 
IP ;  rhiit  Ph&r»oh,  aud  all  kinp,  and  tin 
nay  know  who  i«  the  Lord,  and  wuaUip 

lo!  in  the  hvtght  of  hisareu  I  bsliitld  a 
kr  of  tire,  the  base  of  which  waa  obuva 
ifl  h'lititc,  and  the  Bummit  Utonwf  is  tlia 
it.     l\  wan  in  tlie  form  of  a  tlehnsw  ataS^ 

li^tit  aiTiiM  it  near  its  lop,  nymn  wUtcb 

I  cniwii  i.f  jtlory,  Hlio<Miu{{  forth  lliunw  of 
^rnlor.  In  this  cloud,  or  pillar  of  ll^t, 
to  »tiiiid  u  form  lilcv  that  of  a  coan,  bat 
th  ineffable  radiance,  and  I  airerad  mf 
hi[>]>ed.  When  1  looked  agmitt,  the  dai- 
f  «ucb  it  were,  wa«  in  inotiiiD  l>iiran]| 
I-  city  (if  On.  As  it  moved,  it  lighted  v\t 
lit.  When  it  caiiio  orer  the  oty  of  th* 
>'oni<.'d  ti<  1'u  drawn  by  tbv  man  who  alood 
f  lire,  and  I  U-h«^ild  it  twot-p  ov«r  Uio  pal 
'\i.  and  Btrike.  Then,  with  tha  twiftMM 
^leain  of  li^-liining,  it  turned  ewy  mjr 

II  I  L'onld  not.  dared  not  heboid  longOK^ 
head,  veiling  my  eyea,  and  adoring. 

■jini.  ■veil  in  (t<iela-ii,  n  cry  »  fmin  the 
I  K^'Viit,  uf  if  eviTV  nnithvr  111  ihu  vntt 
il  M<'iiijilii>,  imd  tile  hundred  Barrounding 
ifteil  hi-r  voice  in  .ido  prolonged,  dreadful 

t  tliat  cry  meant,  and  trembled  in  ailcnl 
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awe.    I  profitrated  myself  before  Gk>d  and  eried  fa 
mercy ! 

^t  length  the  sword  was  drawn  back  by  tne  band  of 
tbe  man  iu  the  pillar  of  cloud,  and  the  shining  coliuiui 
retamed  and  stood  over  the  honse  where  Motes  sod 
Aaron  remained ;  a  calm,  lambent  light,  soft  as  moon- 
beams, being  now  emitted  from  it,  instead  of  the  angir 
splendor  with  which  it  shone  before. 

One  or  more  honrs  passed,  and  two  horeemen,  riding 
like  the  wind,  entered  Ooshen  and  cast  themselTeB  upon 
the  ground  at  tlie  feet  of  Moses  and  Aaron.  They  w«n 
couriers  from  Pharaoh. 

^^  My  lords,"  cried  one  of  them,  pale  and  trembling 
with  fear  and  haste,  after  he  had  risen  from  his  proitra* 
tion,  ^^  the  king  hath  sent  us  to  thee,  and  theae  aie  die 
words  he  hath  commanded  us  to  say :  ^Bise  up,  Moisi 
and  Aaron,  and  get  you  forth  from  among  my  peoplfli 
and  from  Egypt,  both  ye  and  the  children  of  Isndy  and 
go  and  serve  the  Lord  as  ye  have  sudL  Take  your 
flocks,  and  your  herds,  and  all  that  ye  haTe,  and  be 
gone  ;  and  pray  your  dreadful  Gk>d  for  me,  that  He  may 
bless  me  also,  for  He  hath  slain  my  son !' " 

Tlicn  came,  while  he  was  yet  speaking,  a  large  oom- 
pany  of  lords,  and  high  officers,  and  great  men  of  Egypt, 
whose  sons  the  wrath  of  Ood  Iiad  slain  (for  there  was 
not  a  house  in  Egypt  where  there  was  not  one  dead, 
from  the  iirst-bom  of  Pharaoh  that  sat  apon  the  throne, 
to  the  iirst-born  of  the  captive  that  was  in  the  dQngeon)i 
and  they  were  urgent  upon  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  the 
Hebrew  people,  imploring  tliem,  with  tears  and  sappB* 
cations,  to  hasten  from  the  laud,  with  all  thej  had,  and 
to  make  all  haste. 
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Then  Mobcs,  its  soon  ae  it  was  day,  sent  word  throogh- 
oat  all  Israel  to  prepare  to  go  forth  out  of  Egypt  ibitt 
day.  He  directed  the  people  to  take  all  the  jewels,  and 
gold,  and  silver,  aiid  raimeat,  which  the  Egyptians  were 
forcing  upon  them  to  bribe  them  to  hasten ;  "  for,"  he 
said,  "it  ia  yours,  ae  the  Lord  hath  commanded  yon  to 
spoil  the  Egyptians,  for  whom  ye  hare  labored  without 
wages.  It  is  the  Lord's  gift  to  yon  from  those  whom 
He  would  spoil,  and  whose  lives  He  has  spared  to  tiiem." 

Now  followed  a  spectacle  of  wonderful  interest  and 
sublimity.  As  if  moved  by  one  spirit,  Israel  marshalled 
itself  into  companies  of  hundreds,  and  these  into  bands 
of  thousands,  and  these  into  mighty  divisions  of  tribes, 
so  that  by  noon  there  were  twelve  separate  armies  of 
God,  ready  to  march  at  the  voice  of  Moses,  The  whole 
plain  of  Goshen,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see  from  the 
tower  of  Jacob,  was  covered  with  their  mighty  hosts. 
Each  tribe  had  its  women,  and  little  ones,  and  flocks 
and  herds  within  its  own  square.  Tliey  waited  now  for 
the  signal  to  move  forward,  every  man  with  bis  loins 
^rdcd,  hig  shoes  on  his  feet,  and  his  siatf  in  his  hand, 
thoir  bread  unbaked  in  their  knending-rniugba,  and  their 
persons  laden  witli  the  jewels  and  gifts  which  the  urgent 
Egyptians  had  forced  upon  them,  eitlier  that  they  might 
see  their  faces  no  more,  or  from  fear,  or  in  the  hope  to 
be  blessed  by  their  Lord  God  for  these  favors :  for  so 
the  Lord,  to  whom  the  gold  and  silver  of  the  earth  be- 
long, had  difipoBod  their  hearts  towards  the  Hebrews. 

Tlien,  at  the  going  down  of  the  sun,  Moses  gave  the 
signal  for  this  tnigiity  march.  Tliere  were  no  trumpets 
sounding,  no  military  display  of  banners  and  spears; 
but  they  moved  to  their  own  tread   which  seemed  to 
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shake  the  eartli.  They  came  on  in  coliiinn>,  a  thMijiati'l 
men  abreiist,  an<l  marched  past  the  tower  *A  Jacnl»,  ^n 
which  Mo>es  stood,  with  Aaron  by  hi?  side,  the  mirari 
lous  rod  in  his  hand.  When  the  van  of  this  army  of  Jt-Li* 
vah,  terrible  in  its  strength,  came  up  with  the  towcr,  iLt 
wliite  cloud  ()f  the  Pre-^eMce  oi' Jehovah  (which,  all  dav, 
liud  stood  in  the  air  like  a  snow-white  cloud,  iinnmvai.lc 
and  wonderful  to  behold),  advanced,  a«»  if  b'^riK*  u|m.ii  i 
gentle  wind,  and  placed  itself  before  the  h<i6T.  \i:rln 
came  on  ere  half  the  divisions  had  passed  by  where  M"- 
?e8  titood  ;  and,  as  the  sun  went  down,  never  more  to  rise 
u[»on  Ibracl  in  Kgypr,  the  Pillar  of  Cloud  became  a  PilUr 
of  Firi',  and  shed  a  <Aory  ovei  the  innumerable  armies 
of  Israel  equal  to  the  splendor  of  day. 

It  was  midniglit  ere  the  hist  tribe  had  passe<l  by  with 
Its  face  to  the  desert.  Tlien  Moses  an<l  Aaron  de«cendt»d. 
and  I  kneeled  ]>efore  them,  and  asked  if  I  might  bt*  {mt- 
mirted  to  go  out  of  Egypt  with  the  I-iordV  people,  an'l 
continue*  to  btOiold  the  power  of  God.  Mose:^  answennJ 
me  witli  benii^nitv,  and  said  I  should  be  with  him  as  a 
son,  that  I  iiiiglit  sec*  the  wonders  of  Jehovah,  and  make 
known  in  Phtenicia  His  glory  and  power. 

Wliilc  hr  was  si>caking,  a  mixed  multitude  of  Ej^yp- 
•ians,  Nubians,  slaves,  caj)tives  of  Egypt,  and  *»f  all 
tlio.-e  pi-r-ons  who  hoj)i*d  to  be  blessed  and  benefited 
with  -i.u'l,  fell  to  the  ground  before  Mo6C9«  and  en- 
treated liim  to  sutler  tliem  to  go  up  to  tlie  new  land  to 
whieli  he  was  going.  Moses  granted  them,  without 
hesitati'»n,  tlioir  prayer. 

'i'iien  I  l»*ar!j»«i  jia:  those  among  the  Egrptiarifl  who 
i:i«l.  Ml  ♦»}•<•. lii'n<*e  to  the  comnuind  of  Moses,  gprinkled 
their  own  door-posts,  escape<l  like  the  IsraeliteB,  for  it 
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iTftB  the  tiSgn  of  the  blood  of  obedieDce  alone,  that  the 
BDgel  of  the  Lord  regarded  ;  on  the  other  band,  several 
leraelitish  families  saw  their  first-born  perish,  they  hav- 
ing neglected  to  obey  the  command  of  Moses,  from  ava- 
rice or  indifference,  or  doubt  of  the  inteutioD  of  God,  or 
supposing  that  being  Israelites  would  save  their  hooBe- 
hulds. 

And  here,  my  dear  father,  let  me  make  known  to  you 
that  I  liave  learned  from  Aaron  the  significance  of  this 
sign  ;  for  God  having  made  known  to  him  that  "he  is 
to  become  the  high-priest,  as  Moeee  is  the  leader,  of  his 
people,  has  revealed  to  him  that  the  slaying  of  the 
lamb  is  a  type  of  a  divine  and  innocent  Person,  who 
shall  come  down  from  God,  and  one  day  be  sacrificed. 
F.artli,  as  the  antitype  of  Egypt,  is  to  be  the  altar  of  this 
futtiro  stupendous  eacritice.  And  as  by  the  blood  of  a 
lamb,  and  the  death  of  the  first-boni,  Israel  is  deliv- 
ered ffoin  Egypt,  so  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  the 
first-born  of  God,  shall  the  whole  of  mankind  who  look 
to  his  blood  be  finally  delivered  from  tliie  earth,  and 
from  Siilan  iis  Pharaoh,  and  be  led  by  God  into  a 
heaven  above  the  skies,  a  land  of  eternal  happiness  and 
pence,  to  dwell  there  till  the  end  of  ages." 

Is  not  this  a  sublime  doctrine  ?  Is  God,  then,  making 
-.vitli  Israel,  an  outline  of  what  Ho  is  to  perform  with  the 
whole  earth !  Shall  we  escape  this  world-broad  Egypt, 
and  under  a  divine  leader  like  Moses,  by  the  blood  o1 
the  niyetcrions  Lamb  of  God,  he  led  to  another  world! 
i  have  but  indistinct  knowledge,  my  dear  father,  of  all 
this :  but  have  learned  enough  to  make  my  heart  boimd 
widi  joy.  Fur  in  this  enlarged  conception  of  the  won- 
derful theine.  von  and  I,  and  al)  in  the  whole  earth, — 
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who  shall  look  to  the  God  of  Israel,  and  by  foretighi 
of  faith  trust  in  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  Df  the 
Lamb  upon  the  threshold  of  our  hearts, — are  al^  ot 
Israel ;  their  God  is  our  God ;  their  land  of  heaven 
our  land  of  promise  alsol  Oh,  who  can  fathom  the 
wisdom,  and  goodness,  and  love,  and  power  of  G^ : 
To  Uis  name  be  glory,  majestj,  dominion,  and  wonhip 
from  all  nations !  Before  Him  let  kings  fall  down,  aiid 
princes  prostrate  themselves,  and  every  knee  of  lU 
people,  nations,  kindred,  and  tongues,  be  bent ;  for  Ha 
is  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  besides  Him  there 
is  no  God  I 

Also,  my  dear  father,  Moses,  whose  lips  ever  diitil 
celestial  wisdom,  was  graciously  pleased,  on  the  night 
before  the  death  of  the'  first-bom,  as  he  walked  to  uid 
Tro  in  the  court  of  the  house  of  Aminadab,  to  reveal  to 
me  the  divine  aim  in  sending  such  miracles  as  He  did 
upon  Egypt,  instead  of  any  others.  I  listened  with 
wonder  and  increased  awe,  and,  if  I  may  so  express  it, 
redoubled  admiration  of  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  God 

Said  the  holy  Hebrew  and  sage,  "Tlie  Egyptians  have 
ever  believed,  that  the  jngglcry  and  magic  arts,  in  which 
their  magicians  and  priests  of  mysteries  display  sneh 
astonishing  ])roficiency,  are  actual  miracles,  exhibiting 
the  power  of  their  deities,  and  their  co-operation  with 
their  ])rie8ts  to  enable  them  to  do  these  deceptions 
Miracles,  therefore  (or  magic),  were  regarded  by  them 
lis  nets  of  their  idols.  It  became  necessarv  that  the 
Lord  God  of  the  Hebrews  should  manifest  Himself 
and  His  ])0wer  by  miracles  also;  and  not  only  this. 
but  that  tlic  miracles  which  He  performed  shoald  he 
of  such  a  character  as  to  distinguish  them  from  the 
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juggleiy  oi  the  magicians,  and  at  once  convince  tlu 
Egiyptians  tliat  they  proceeded  from  a  Being  omnipotent 
,  OTur  their  idols,  and  show  the  Israelitee  thenuelves,  who 
had  ahnost  forgotten  Ood,  that  the  author  of  >aob 
mighty  miracles  as  they  beheld,  mnst  be  the  only  liv- 
ing and  trae  God  of  tlie  earth  aud  Bldea.  Now,  my 
dear  Remeees,"  ho  continued,  "  if  you  will  give  heed  to 
my  words  for  a  few  moments,  you  will  perceive  how 
perfectly  fitted  the  ten  miracles  which  Ood  performed 
in  the  sight  of  Pharaoh,  Egypt,  and  Israel,  were  to  de- 
stroy their  faith  in  the  gods  of  Egypt,  and  nuke  known 
the  true  Grod  as  the  only  Deity  to  be  feared  and  wor 
Bhipped  by  men. 

"  At  first,  in  conformity  with  the  Divine  purpose,  the 
strenglii  of  the  magicians  was  brought  oat  and  fairly 
measured  with  my  own,  as  God's  servant,  inspired  by 
Him,  for  of  tnysetf  I  did  nothing.  [JnlaM  (his  trial  at 
skill  had  been  maile,  both  the  Egyptians  and  doubting 
Israelites  would  liare  Baid  that  I  derived  my  power 
from  their  go<i=  'for  ;lii;v  would  not  forget  I  liad  been 
an  Egyp'Jan  a;id  knew  their  mysteri«e),  and  (i»i  would 
nrit  have  been  houoriyL  jiut  wlwju  tb«  royul  magtciaoi 
«j>peared  in  the  name  of  the  g-^-ls  of  Ej^pt,  lo !  the  Ood 
of  heaven  was  fchowu  noi  only  \j/  )>*i  MUpenor  to  th^ 
sorcerere  by  Ule  miracles,  but,  as  you  will  percwve, 
hofiiile  I'l  ihejr  I'l-'.a'i'iiit  wornhip,  Tim  lAnnerven  */ 
b<jth  sides  were  periuiMjj']  uol  'luij  Vi  distiugukh  tfa* 
p'.'wer  of  (j'A  ir-ih  ih--  ii.f»;ri./r  ktUi  </(  th«  imngiffism 
of  Egi-pt,  but  arc  led  Vj  withdraw  with  ub,  aa  is  tiie 
fai*  with  -tnr  ■■!"  ■JivuhJit.'lt  wh,  MMik  0/  6/UoW  M 
fri'ju  G"t>'.";.. — :bv:r  <,-,\,y:-U,uf4i  ii.  (lu:  pfot««tk«  m4 
power  uf  ■;.■,  r  goot  Wii-/  u'l^cly  dwU'oyeflL    Otaerv* 
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now,  my  dear  prince,  the  direction  taken  hj  tlie  inli 
aclcB. 

"The  iir^t  one,  wliich  confirmed  my  authority  r.i 
iiiissiun  to  Pharaoh,  destroyed  the  seq)entd.  Tlii?  wa 
the  tirst  assault  of  the  Ahniylity  upon  thr  p•'I^  a.a 
sacred  animals  and  things  of  Egyi>t ;  for  y^u  arc  a^trv 
of  the  teni[)le  of  the  sacred  Unvus,  where  ihe  seriK-i:  is 
\voi'shipj)ed.  The  serpent  of  the  rod  of  Go<l  doptroyi^.g 
the  8erj)ents  <>f  the  Egy])tian8,  showed  Pharaoh  tha:  Lis 
ti:<)ds  c»»uld  not  live,  or  save  themselves  in  the  preff:;^:e 
>f  the  >crvant  of  the  true  God.  Thus  the  serpent  f-ru 
taken  l»v  ;Iu*  r<Ml  was  not  meivlv  an  arhitrarv  ghai»^: 
there  wa^  j)rofniind  design  concealed  thereunder. 

''The  Nile  is  held  sacred,  revered  as  a  g«Kl  !»y  t:.-? 
Ki2:vi)tians,  and  the  lish  thev  re<jard  as  hoi  v.  Its  wa%*."S 
supply  all  Kgy pi  with  a  drink  which  they  qnaiT  v::h 
revcrtMic(?  and  pleasure,  l)elieving  that  a  healing  virtue 
dwells  in  its  waves.  Cliange<l  ti»  bloo*!,  and  its  tish  V 
coniing  putrid,  iliey  loathed  their  god  and  tied  fr-ra  i.ia 
hanks  with  Imrror. 

'*  The  next  miracle— of  fro "rg — was  also  directed  ainiiii?: 
I  g«»d  of  tin*  Kgy;.:ians  an<l  the  worship  of  these  u:icKi2 
!iniinal>.  He  wji>  niatle  to  hecome  tiieir  curse ;  and  as 
tlu'v  dared  liot  kill  them,  lu-im'  sacred,  thev  ht'camc  to 
'lienj  a  trrn»r  and  a  ilisgnst  unspeakable. 

'^  Tiie  niirach'  which  followed  was  directotl  agu:!i.*' 
theii"  }'rii.s:>  and  t^Illpl1'^  ;  tor,  hy  the  laws  of  the  f'-riy- 
twol..M.k>,  iitioiir  could  approach  the  altars  uj)on  which 
■JO  iirijiiirc  an  inscci  iia:')  ii-d;  and  the  priests,  to  guanl 
:krai:>  -uch  an  accident,  w  uv  wliite  linen,  and  shaveJ 
;!.-  .:•  head-  and  liodic^  cverv  other  dav.  Tlie  severe  ni- 
'lire  <it'  tii:-^  miracle,  iu>  aimed  agaiuat  the  religious  ht<l 
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and  altar-eerviccB  of  the  Egypliana,  jou  will  perceive. 
So  kuciilf  did  tho  magicians  feel  tliis,  and  foresee  how 
it  would  close  overj  toniple  in  Egypt,  that  they  were 
forced  to  cxclaini,  in  my  presence — 

" '  This  IB  tlic  finger  of  God  I' 

"The  succeeding  and  tiflh  inii'acle  was  desigtied  t" 
leatroy  the  confidence  of  the  Egyptiaiis  in  their  god  ot 
dies,  Baal'Zeliul.  Tliis  god  had  the  rcfjiitatioD  of  pro- 
tecting Egypt  from  the  swarms  of  flies  which,  at  certain 
seasons,  infest  the  air  throughout  nil  Egypt.  Tlie  in- 
ability of  the  magicians  who  were  sent  for  by  I'hantoh 
to  remove  tJiom,  showed  that  the  Lord  God  was  more 
powerful  than  their  fly-gwl,  and  thus  led  them  to  look 
apon  tlieir  own  idol  witli  contempt, 

''Tlie  miracle  which  destroyed  tlioir  cattle  was  aimed 
at  Apis,  and  Mncvie,  and  Amun,  the  ram-hcaded  god  of 
Thebes,  and  at  the  entire  eystem  of  their  worship  of  ani- 
maU.  Thud,  by  tliis  one  act  of  power,  the  Lord  Jeho- 
vah Tindicated  Ilis  own  honor,  and  destroyed  their  coih 
Gdeiice  in  their  idols,  and  the  very  existence  of  their 
gods. 

"  When,  by  the  cmunand  of  God,  I  took  ashes  from 
the  altar  of  human  sacrifices,  and  sprinkled  it  towarda 
heaven,  an  did  their  priests,  t'l  avert  evil,  and  evil  came 
in  the  nlmpe  of  the  boil.  God  taught  them,  that  what 
they  trusted  to.  He  could  make  uguinel  them,  and  out  of 
thoir  idolatrous  rites  bring  a  curse  upon  them  and  upoa 

EfOI't- 

"Tlift  eighth  miracle,"  continued  Moncs,  while  I  gave 
ear  lo  his  wi.rdd  witli  wondering  altiiilion,  "was  di- 
rected at  the  wnn^hiji  <>i'  l?:s,  ;iii  the  im-on,  and  controller 
uf  'he  fu-asoDH,  and  clouda,  and  weather.     When  Uu 
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hail  and  the  rain,  the  lightning  and  thunder,  was  brought 
bj  Ood  upon  the  land,  and  all  the  prayera  to  Ids  (kiled 
to  stay  the  fearful  tempest  of  His  wrath,  it  should  hivfl 
convinced  Pharaoh  of  the  folly  of  his  idolatry,  and  taoghi 
the  people  not  to  put  tlieir  trust  in  an  idol  that  could  not 
help  them  against  the  power  of  the  Ood  of  the  Hebrewi 

^^  Tlie  miracle  which  followed,  was  directed  agtiuit 
the  adoration  and  rites  of  Serapis,  and  his  whole  gar 
geous  system  of  worship ;  for  the  Egyptians  saw  that  the 
god  who  was  regarded  as  their  peculiar  protectoi  againit 
the  destructive  power  of  locusts,  was  impotent  to  ie> 
move  the  cloud  of  these  voracious  insects,  which  Ood 
brought  upon  them  from  the  sea ;  and  that  only  wbm 
Pharaoh  entreated  God,  were  they  removed. 

^'  The  last  miracle  was  aimed  at  the  univenal  wordiip 
uf  Osiris,  or  the  Sun.  It  was  intended  to  teach  Pha- 
raoh and  the  Egyptians,  and  also  Israel,  that  the  God  d 
the  Hebrews  was  superior  to  their  Mord  d  the  sao,* 
and  that  He  could  veil  His  splendor  when,  and  for  any 
length  of  time,  it  pleased  Himl  And  also  that  th^ 
were  called  by  the  exhibition  of  this  mighty  miracle  to 
worship  Him  who  made  the  sun,  and  moon,  and  sfesn, 
and  all  tlie  glory  of  them — Jehovali  is  His  name  I" 

When,  my  dear  father,  the  man  ci  God  had  ceand 
speaking,  I  remained  for  some  time  silent  with  awSi 
inedit«iting  u])on  what  I  had  heard ;  worshipping,  and 
adoring,  and  praising  God,  whose  wisdom,  and  power. 
and  judgments,  are  over  all  His  works,  who  will  not 
give  His  glory  to  another,  nor  leave  Himself  withoat  s 
witness  of  llis  existence  upon  earth. 

Thus  you  see,  my  dearest  father,  that  the  miradsi 
were  not  arbitrary  displays  of  power,  but  grand  diviaa 
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lesBODS,  mingled  vith  judgments.  It  was  Jebotah  vin- 
dicating His  own  worship,  and  showing  the  impotency 
of  false  gods,  by  the  manifestation  of  His  supreme  power 
and  majesty,  as  the  destroyer  of  gods,  and  the  only 
potentate,  —  God  of  gods,  King  of  kings,  and  Ruler  over 
all,  blessed  for  evermore ! 

Having  now  revealed  to  you  the  mystery,  veiled 
under  the  miracles  of  Mosee,  I  will  close  my  long  letter, 
leaving  you  to  reflect,  my  father,  upon  the  wonders  of 
God,  and  to  contemplate  Hia  wisdom.  In  one  or  two 
more  letters,  I  shall  close  my  correspondence  ;  aa,  trav- 
elling in  the  desert,  I  shall  have  do  opportunity  to'  com 
municate  with  you.  I  shall  proceed  into  Syria  by  the 
caravan  route  in  a  few  days,  and  by  the  way  of  Pales- 
tine and  the  valley  of  the  Jordan,  return  to  Damascus, 
and  then<^,  as  soon  as  my  affairs  will  permit,  shall  hasten 
to  see  you  at  your  palace  in  Tyre. 

Farewell,  my  dear  father. 

Your  affectionate  son, 

i  or  DAXiaonB. 


576  THE   PILLAB  OF  FIRK.    OR 


LETTER    XII. 

PKINOB   REICESEB  OF  DAKASCfUS  TO  KOTO  8B80tfIBm 

HoBiB  or  TBS  Dhbbt. 

My  deab  Father  : 

I  WILL  now  resume  the  snbject  which  occupied 
the  foregoing  portion  of  my  last  letter,  namely,  the  de- 
parture of  the  twelve  armies  of  the  Hebrews  from  the 
land  of  Egypt. 

Wlien  the  last  division  had  passed  the  tower,  tftei 
midniglit,  Moses  and  Aaron  went  forward  and  tratelled 
all  night,  along  the  column  of  march,  addressing  the 
leaders  of  tribes,  divisions,  thousands,  and  hundreds,  « 
they  went,  giving  them  words  of  courage,  and  command- 
ing them  to  keep  in  view  the  Pillar  of  Fire. 

Tin's  Divine  Glory,  which  the  whole  people  of  the 
IIe])rews,  and  even  the  Egy})tian  followers,  were  per 
tnitted  to  behold  and  gaze  at  with  wonder,  as  if  it  were 
the  moon  or  snn,  moved  onward,  far  in  advance  of  the 
last  division,  and  seemingly  directly  over  the  head  of 
(lie  cohunn.  When  1  reached,  with  Moses,  the  van  of 
the  mighty  slowly-moving  host,  I  perceived  that  a  sort 
')f  sjircnjihagns  on  wheels  was  drawn  by  twelve  oxen  in 
front  nf  all ;  and  that  over  this,  the  ^' shekinah,''  as  Aaron 
termed  the  presence  of  God  in  the  cloud  of  light» 
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dospended.  I  had  not  eeen  this  before,  but  knew  that 
it  moBt  contain  the  embalmed  body  of  Prince  Joseph, 
which  the  children  of  Israel  had  jealously  guarded  and 
concealed  from  the  Pharaohs  of  the  present  dynasty, 
waiting  the  time  of  the  deliverance ;  for  the  venerable 
Joeeph,  on  his  death,  had  taken  an  oath  from  bie  breth- 
ren, the  children  of  lerael,  that  they  would  carry  up  his 
bones  out  of  Egypt,  when  Ood  should  send  the  deliverer 
to  bring  them  forth. 

Faithfully  were  this  wonderful  people  now  falfilling 
the  oath  of  their  fathers  to  Joseph,  after  more  than  two 
hnndred  years  had  passed.  Thus  their  going  out  of 
Egypt  bore  a  resemblance  to  a  national  funeral.  At 
the  side  of  the  g.ircophnguB  Moees  and  Aaron  walked, 
and  thus  t)iG  soIgidii  march  advanced  towards  tlie  wil- 
domcBs.  All  that  night  they  journeyed  from  the  plain 
of  RaaiiiBcs,  and  came  to  the  verge  of  a  rocky  valley 
where  the  way  was  rough,  compared  with  the  fertile 
find  level  plains  of  Egypt,  When  the  sim  arose,  tlie 
pillar  of  fire  faded,  as  it  were,  into  a  columnar  cloud 
which  still  advanced  miraculously  and  wonderfully  be- 
fore iiB.  "When  the  heat  of  the  day  increased,  the  cloud 
depcoiiiied  and  rested  over  a  place  called  Succoth. 
Here  SIi'Scs  ordered  the  people  to  encamp,  and  bake 
ihiMr  unleavened  bread  which  they  brought  with  them 
in  their  kiiwiding-troughs  from  Egypt.  The  next  night 
tlicy  travelled  up  the  valley  to  a  place  called  Etham,  a 
Bh  )rt  journey  ;  and  thence,  after  a  rest,  turning  back  a 
little,  they  travereed  the  valley  between  rocks  eastward, 
and  encatni>ed  at  a  veil  of  water  called  Pi-hahiroth, 
where  tlivre  were  many  palm-trees.  Here  they  re- 
mained to  rest,  witli  the  iiilk  on  either  hand,  wondering 
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why  Ood  should,  not  have  let  them  paas  into  die  dcMt 
at  Etham,  instead  of  bringing  them  into  tliat  defile, 
which  seemed  to  have  no  outlet  but  at  the  shore  o\  the 
sea.  Passing  Pi-haliiroth,  with  its  castle  and  garrifion, 
the  latter  of  which  fled  at  our  advance,  as  also  the  gir- 
rison  of  the  tower  of  Migdol,  which  guarded  the  way  to 
Egypt  from  tlie  Arabian  Sea,  and  so  up  the  cIi£Es  of  the 
valley-sides,  Moses  encamped  between  Migdol  and  tbt 
sea,  which  spread  far  away  eastward  in  front,  with  tht 
towers  and  fortified  city  of  Baal-zephon  visible  on  the 
opposite  side.  The  Pillar  of  Cloud  had  indicated  thii 
place  of  encampment,  by  resting  above  it  near  the 
shore. 

When  I  surveyed  the  place,  I  marvelled  to  know  how 
Moses  would  move  forward  the  next  day ;  for  the 
mountainous  ridges  of  the  rocky  valley,  along  whicL 
we  had  come,  continued  close  to  the  shore  of  the  sea  oe 
the  riglit  hand,  and  on  the  left,  and  I  conld  perceive,  ai 
I  walked  to  the  place,  no  room  for  a  single  man,  much 
less  an  army,  to  go  either  south  or  north  between  the 
mountains  and  the  water;  for  the  sea  broke  with  id 
waves  against  its  perpendicular  sides.  I  conclnded, 
therefore,  that  on  the  morrow  the  whole  host  would 
have  to  retrace  its  steps,  and  enter  the  desert  by  the  way 
of  Etham,  where  it  had  before  encamped,  and  so  make 
:i  sweep  around  the  head  of  the  sea  to  the  northward 
and  eastward.  But  I  did  not  express  to  any  one  mj 
thoughts.  Tlic  calm  majesty  and  repose  of  Moses  awed 
mc.  Upon  his  expansive  brow  was  stamped  confidence 
in  his  God,  who,  if  need  were,  could  make  a  road  Bcvtm 
tlie  sea  for  Ilis  people,  for  whose  deliverance  He  h.nd 
dt)no  such  wonders.     I  reflected,  too,  that  the  leader 
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God  bitnself,  and  that  He  had  gone  before,  and  led  them 
to  the  place  where  they  were.  I  therefore  waited  the 
will  of  God,  to  see  what  in  His  wisdom  He  wonld  do. 

How  little  did  I  anticipate  the  end !  How  far  was  1 
from  andetstanding  that  God  had  led  His  people  into 
this  defile,  which  had  no  outlet  hnt  that  hj  which  they 
entered,  in  order  to  display  Hie  glory,  and  present  to  the 
world  the  final  exhibition  of  His  power,  and  his  jndg- 
menta  npon  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians  I 

Tlie  divinely  inspired  Moses  seemed  to  nndentand  my 
thoughts,  when  I  returned  to  the  camp. 

"  My  son,"  he  said,  "  this  ia  done  to  tiy  Fhanoh ;  for, 
when  he  hearcth  that  we  are  in  the  valley  of  Pi-hahi- 
roth,  before  Migdol,  he  will  say,  *They  are  entangled  in 
the  land — the  wilderness  hath  shot  them  in.'  'Then,' 
Baith  the  Lord  to  me,  'Pharaoh  will  repent  that  he  lei 
you  and  my  people  go,  and  he  will  follow  after  yon,  and 
when  he  shall  come  after  you,  I  will  be  honored  upon 
Pharaoh  and  upon  all  hie  host ;  that  the  Egyptians  may 
know  ihat  I  am  the  Lord.'  QoA  will  yet  avenge  Him- 
self upon  this  wicked  king,  and  reward  him  for  all  his 
wickodMcss  that  he  hath  done  against  Him  and  Hie 
peo]>le  lerael !  Wait,  and  thou  ehalt  Bee  the  power 
of  God,  indeed  1" 

With  what  expectation,  and  with  what  confidence  in 
God  J  waited  the  result,  my  dear  father,  yon  may  con- 
ceive. How  wonderful  is  this  God,  and  His  ways  how 
past  finding  out !  "  It  was  juet  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  from  the  day  Israel  left  Egypt,"  said  Aaron  to  me, 
"'  to  the  day  their  father  Abram  left  Chaldea  for  Canaan ; 
and  iliat,  their  books  say,  is  the  exact  time  prophesied 
for  their  deliverance.    Their  actual  reflidenoe  is  Ei^ypt, 
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from  the  Syrian  Prince  Jacob's  eoming  to  wftlc  Ib 
Ooehen,  to  tlie  daj  thej  left,  waa  two  handred  aac 
fifteen  years.  The  existence  of  their  bandage  bcgaa  ii 
the  death  of  Joseph,  who  died  aiztj-five  jears.  aol 
seventy,  as  you  suppiised,  before  the  birth  of  Moica 
This  servant  of  God  is  now  eighty  years  old ;  tbercfr^v 
the  number  of  years  that  they  were  in  eerviiude  m  «m 
hundred  and  forty-five,  or  equal  to  five  gcDeradocia 
Thus,  were  the  descendants  of  Abraham,  and  Abrahaa 
himself,  wanderere  without  any  country  of  their  ovi 
for  four  hundred  and  tliirty  years,  according  to  the  rod 
of  the  Lord  to  Abraham;  not  all  this  time  in  boodafi. 
indeed,  but  under  kings  of  another  language.  Xo«,« 
length  behold  them  retuniing  a  mighty  nmtii>n,  to  cUb 
from  the  Cannanites  and  Philistines  the  land  so  kiig^ 
promised  to  their  remote  imcestor,  Abraiiu  God  ii  atf 
forgetful  of  His  promise,  ik^  tiiis  vaat  moltitude  piocIaiaBi 
to  the  world,  though  He  seems  to  wait ;  bn:  His  parpotf 
must  ripen,  anil  with  the  Almighty  a  day  ia  as  a  tko^ 
sand  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one  daj. 

Now  behold,  my  dear  father,  a  new  manifrsranwi  d 
His  glory  and  power,  and  the  awful  majesty  of  Hisja^^ 
oients,  befon*  whom  im*  man  can  stand  and  lire!  1W 
next  day,  beiii^  the  sevuntli,  whereon  a  divine  tiaditke 
»r-lains  rest,  hut  which  in  thuir  bondage  oonld  not  V* 
regarded,  Mint's  and  Aaron  commanded  the  whole  btf 
to  repi»t$e.  Hius  time  was  given  Pharaoh,  not  oaha 
tic:ir  the  n^port, — h8  he  did  by  some  Egyptians  wk^ 
in  dread  of  the  wiMeriiet^,  went  back,— of  their  boif 
shut  in  bv  the  cra;rirv  mountains,  with  the 
tiiom, — hut  to  arm  and  to  pursue  and  deaUuj 
compel  tlium  to  submit  again  to  hia  Toke. 


I 
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1  have  learned  from  an  officer  of  Pharaoh,  who,  fear- 
iug  Ood,  escaped  from  the  palace,  and  came  and  in- 
formed Moeea  of  the  king's  pnrposes,  that  when  the  news 
reached  the  king,  who  had  been  three  days  bitterly  re- 
penting his  compliance  with  the  demands  of  Moses,  he 
sprang  from  the  table  at  which  he  sat,  and,  with  a  great 
oath  by  hie  gods,  cried — 

"They  are  entangled  between  Pi-hahiroth  and  the 
seal  They  have  playeil  me  false,  ayd  are  not  gone  by 
Etham  into  the  desert  to  sacrifice  I  Their  God  has  be- 
wildered them  in  the  Valley  of  Rocks  by  the  sea  I  Now, 
by  the  life  of  Osiris,  I  will  np  and  pursue  theml*'  He 
called  all  his  lords  and  officers,  and  gave  commands  to 
send  couriers  to  the  army  already  assembled  at  Bubas- 
tis,  and  expecting  to  march  against  the  king  of  Edomj 
who  had  long  menaced  Egypt.  He  ordered  this  army 
to  hasten,  by  f()rccd  marches,  to  the  plain  before  On 
He  then  sent  to  the  city,  where  he  kept  hie  six  hun- 
dred chostm  chariots  of  war,  for  them  to  be  harnessed, 
and  nieel  him  (he  next  day  before  Raamses.  Couriers 
on  fleet  horses  were  sent  to  every  garrison,  'and  all 
the  chariots  in  otiier  cities,  and  in  the  tliree  treasure- 
cities,  to  the  number  of  four  thousand  charioteers,  each 
with  his  armed  soldier,  gathered  on  the  plain  which 
the  Israelites  had  left  fonr  days  before.  The  forty-seven 
fortresses  of  the  provinces  sent  forth  their  garrisons,  of 
three  and  four  hundred  men  each,  to  swell  the  Egyptian 
hosts. 

All  this  intelligence  reached  Mosee;  but  he  remained 
immovable  in  liis  camp,  the  Pillar  of  Fire  also  standing 
in  the  air  itlmvc  the  tuiil  of  Aaron,  in  which  was  the 
sarcophagus  of   rrincc  Joseph.     Messenger  after  mes- 
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flongcr,  8oineHnio8  an  E<?yph'an  friendly  to  the  kraelitw 
Bomctimo?  an  Ifiraelite  who  had  been  detained  and  diJ 
not  leave  Ej'vpt  with  hiR  brethren,  came  to  Moses,  and 
as  they  passed  through  the  camp,  gave  up  their  news  •/ 
the  people. 

One  man  said  Pharaoh  had  left  his  palace,  armed  ir 
full  battle-armor,  and  at  the  head  of  hi?  bixlv-gnard  •  * 
six  huTidred  chariots  of  gold  and  ivory,  was  driving  to  the 
plain  of  Tliiamses.  A  second  messenger  brought  tiding*, 
tliat  the  king's  great  army,  from  the  vicinity  of  Bubar 
tis  and  Pelusinm,  had  passed  On  in  full  march,— eeven^y 
thousand  foot,  ten  thousand  horsemen,  and  two  thoosand 
cliariots  of  iron !  A  third  came,  reporting  that  funr 
thousand  chariots  had  also  iissembled  from  all  partt 
of  Lower  Firypt,  and  that  every  man  was  rallying  :• 
tlie  stainlard  of  tlie  king,  to  pursue  the  Hebrews  a?i'i 
d('stn»v  them  bv  tlie  edjjc  of  the  sword.  Bv  and  bv, :: 
iburth  canu*,  an  escaj^ed  Ilc^lirew,  who  told  that  the  tirii: 
h.'id  Tii;jr>hall('(1  lli^^  vast  hosts  of  one  hundred  thitusar'i 
l'o<»t,  t\v(»iirv  thousand  horsemen,  nine  thousand  chari*'^?s 
or  iron,  h(\-id(*-  his  six  hundred  chosen  chariots  of  his 
ixMlv-iruanl,  and  was  in  full  pursuit  of  the  Israelites  bv 
thi'  wav  -d'  Sue(N».li. 

Tliose  tidiiiL'^  tilled  the  bosoms  of  the  Hebrews  witl 
Jir-niav.     Thev  were  in  no  condition  to  do  battle,  then* 

•  ft  ' 

I'cinix  amonir  them  all,  one  <inlv  who  knew  the  use  "* 
arms,  wliieh  tmo  was  M<ses;  who,  with  God  on  his  sido 
•vvji'^  :in  arniv  in  himsclt\ 

'rhi»  KL'yj)tian  army,  march(»d  all  night,  without  r»t 
*-•  hoot  or  -and.il.  iK-t'fre  the  sun  was  up,  their  ap- 
I'p'jirii  w.L-  made  ki.  »wn  hy  tlie  distant  thunder  of  their 
oharlot-wiieels,   and    th(*    tramji   of    their   horses.      At 
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length,  when  the  Pillar  of  Fire  wae  fading  into  a  white 
cloud,  aud  tliesun  rose  brilliantly  over  the  Sea  of  Arabia, 
the  van  of  the  Egyptian  army  became  visible,  advancing 
down  the  inclosed  valley.  When  the  lBraelite«  beheld 
its  warlike  front,  and  liesrd  the  clangor  of  war-trnmpets 
and  the  deep  roll  of  the  druins,  they  fled  with  fear. 
The  elderB  then  hastenod,  and,  pale  with  terror  and 
anger,  came  before  Moses,  and  cried  to  him — 

"  Because  tlierc  were  no  graves  in  Egypt,  haet  thoD 
taken  us  away  to  die  here  in  the  wildenieea!  Wliere- 
fore  hast  thon  dealt  thus  with  us  to  carry  us  forth  ont  ol 
Egypt  ?  Did  we  not,  at  the  first,  tell  thee  in  Egypt, '  Let 
Es  alone,  that  we  may  servo  the  Egyptians  ('  for  it  had 
boon  better  for  iis  to  serve  the  Egj-ptians,  than  that  we 
should  die  in  the  wiidemes?." 

Tlien  Moses  answered  their  tumult,  and  said,  withont 
displeasure  visible  in  his  godliko  conntenance — 

"  Fear  ye  not !  Stand  sril),  and  see  the  salvation  of 
ihe  Lord,  which  He  will  show  yon  to-day !  for  the  Egyp- 
tians whom  ye  hiive  pppu  tn-ilay,  ye  shall  see  them 
again  no  more  forever!  Tlie  Lord  shall  fight  tor  yon, 
and  ye  shall  hold  ymir  peace.     Wait  to  see  what  He 

will  do." 

Then  Moses,  with  a  tronblcd  face,  entered  his  tent, 
and  his  voice  was  heard  by  those  near  by,  calling  upon 
Ood. 

And  the  Lord  answered  him  from  the  elond  above 
the  tent — 

"  Why  cricsf  thou  nnto  me  1  Speak  onto  the  chQdreD 
of  Israel  f/'^f  f/-"j  go  fo.-jrard.'  But  lift  thon  np  thy 
rod  and  stfi'Vli  <>ir  tby  liand  'iver  the  sea,  and  divide 
it :  and   the  children  "f  Israel  shall  go  on  dry  gronnd 
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tliroiigli  rlio  niitlH!  of  the  bca.  And  tiehi*M  PhAiBoik 
(whom  I  withIio]<l  InMii  iii»tliin^  which  he  ch'«<vrtL  a 
hit*  hanl  lu^art  to  do,  K':iviii<^  him  t>i  his^  ••wii  4k-ric«ii  > 
ri'aj)  tlic  fruit  t»f  hi^  nwn  wave;,  hi?  frhall  t''l!«»«r  j-.-c 
witli  the  K<ry]>Tiaiis  iiitD  tin*  ^ea!  antl  I  will  p^'  ac 
iptimr  ujHiii  Pharaoh,  and  U]miii  all  his^  ]i*«ir«  U|»':i  !t4 
I'liariots  and  njMni  liis  horsemen.  And  tlie  Egrptiiai 
^liall  know  thai  I  am  -lio  I-iord  I'' 

TluMi  M'»-r-  camr  f.irtli  fronj  the  tent,  whence  the  r-^t 
of  the  Lord  ].:id  iM-fii  iu'ard  hy  alU  l>oth  near  ami  ifir 
off.  Now,  ]•»!  :1k'  aii:r«*l  "f  (4oil  in  the  Pillar  trf  Cr^ 
]U»  fronn  as  the  armi'<  •'!'  Nra<d  he^ui  to  nitive  f  >rrAnl 
tr»  tlie  sea.  nMnovc-d  iVm::;  riir  fnmt,  and  went  l«»  the  rev 
•  if  the  Iltdirew  h*!--!,  .iiiii  t^uun]  hehind  them  in  theRUtf 
•if  Cloud!  Tinis.  i:  >^Mid  herween  the  caznp  of  tic 
Israel it«s  :iMd  Mu-  r;i'M]»  of  the  EgjjitiazLs  «^^  ^ 
whi'ii  iiiirh*  e;mii\  -he  I^ratdifes.  lyin^  encamp^  •• 
tiie  shoir.  liad  tiie  t'ull  >]i!*'i-.iliir  "f  itis  light;  vhik  *i« 
K;ryj>Tian-.  Tn  wI-'itm  •:  j»:r-;<'n!4*il  a  wall  of  impepctn- 
Me  darkni'*>.  al-"  ♦in  amjuMl.  fearing  to  gu  forvini  ^ 
•Iji*  unnaMiral  i:i/!j'  wiiieh  i-i)vel««|»ed  them.  So  4r 
tw«»  lu»»»v  rei!iain'*d  ulj  nii^h*.  neither  moTing-u^ 
Pillar  of  Fin*  and  tht-  Pilhir  t.f  Cloud  between  tbrci. 
{'p'a'inL^  day  <>n  one  side  of  it,  and  tenfold  night  ja  *>bi 
I'tiie:". 

Now,  at  tin-  ^r.iin;^'  down  of  the  t^un,  on  that  dar  vbft 
the  K:ry]»riav-  irira'siird  hecailtie  of  the  cL>ud,  Jl'^»<* 
had  •.Tre*«''"»  d  for:li  hi>  hanil  i»ver  the  sea  b J  God**  c*^» 
maiiii.  and  !>• !  :hi-re  aro-:e  a  iiiijrhty  wind  apon  the  9f^ 
ri.-iii;;  tVoTii  the  sniitli  and  rast ;  and  all  that  ni^w 
rifard  Hie  M'a  and  waves  roririn^;.  and  the  hearts  uf  bfael 
link'  within  them  for  fear.     Tlie  Pillar  of  Ftre 
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Lhe  sea  a  radiance  like  moonlight,  eo  that  we  coald  per 
ceive  that  it  was  in  a  great  commotion,  and  that  God 
vas  doing  eome  great  wonder  in  the  deep.  It  is  uiid 
that  the  noise  of  the  wavee  reached  the  ears  of  Pharaoh, 
and  that  he  at  first  believed  it  was  the  soond  of  the 
tramping  of  the  whole  host  of  the  Israelites,  advancing 
with  their  God  to  give  him  hattle  in  the  darkneos.  He 
called  his  men  to  arms,  and  tried  to  show  front  of  war ; 
bnt  the  shadow  of  the  clond  between  him  and  the  He- 
brews, rendered  it  impossible  for  any  man  to  move 
from  one  place  to  another,  or  to  see  his  fellow. 

At  length  morning  came  to  na,  bat  not  to  the  S^Tp- 
tians,  whose  night  still  continned.  Bnt  what  s  spectacle 
of  subliinify  and  power  we  beheld  I  Before  iis,  an  ave- 
line,  broad  enough  for  two  hnndred  men  to  march 
abreast,  had  been  cnt  by  the  rod  of  God  through  the 
deep  sea,  the  wafer  of  which  st'Ktd  as  a  wall  on  the 
one  side  and  on  the  other,  glittering  like  ice  on  the 
fiiilee  of  the  rocks  of  Libaniis,  when  cap{>ed  with  hii 
snows.  At  this  isight.  i)ie  FlebniW  hfjtttti  raUed  a  shotti 
i.f  joT  to  Go*!,  for  thev  could  w«:  that  the  nacred  avenoe 
reachcl  as  far  ax  tin-  i-yt;  i-onld  "jxttrnd  acmwi  the  nea ; 
but  so  greit*  waj^  the  'l>tarjf>:.  thai  it*  Hidai  (•"tiverged  t« 
a  point  far  -.3:  from  •!,';  sh'/r*;,  and  w«»m»d  hot  a  hair 
!me.  Til'/!;  M',*';^,  lift'ny  ;:«  bt*  ynfM,  '-juamaniM  llie 
childreii  of  I.-ra^!  :••  f  .r-f:  i:.t/i  i-jnn\mnv*  ntt4  ^jtlnmm 
of  one  h-^T.'lr<^.  and  ':':'^.'y  Mi«n  al/r^sa**,  w«d  *T***rr  tb* 
sea  hy  xli-  tst  GvJ  \jt^  -i-^irM  for  ilitnf,.  VirV  w*fi» 
Aaron  aid  ■;.*:  i-.r-':!-.':  ■;;;<;,'>,.  VJfi;;  '*<;  '/f  ^vrfi  *rn>«, 
whog::aH'r-:  ■'r.':'■^  ■'ir  ■/(  l'r.u-Mi'iv]Ai.  TSittfi  W^*W««J 
the  6arc:- ■•:--,  -;-*w;,  ';y  '»..}»--  -/tiii,.  -n^  «ls4  firr 
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carrying  all  the  sacred  things  which  the  Hebrew*  had 
preserved  in  their  generations.  Now  came  M<»?ee,  !ca<l 
ing  the  van  of  the  people  in  column.  I  also  wa!ke<l 
near  him.  As  we  descended  the  shore  and  entered  rht 
crystalline  road,  I  marvelled,  yet  had  no  fear,  tc  see  the 
walls  of  water,  as  if  ccmgealed  to  ice,  rise  thirty  cuhita 
above  our  heads,  iirm  as  if  hewn  from  marble,  with  sharj 
edges  at  the  top  catching  and  reflecting  the  sunlight 
The  bed  of  the  sea  was  hard  and  dry  sand,  6mi>)rh  ar 
the  paved  avenue  from  Memphis  to  the  pyramids.  All 
day  the  Israelites  marched  in,  and  when  night  came  not 
half  their  vast  column  had  left  the  land.  All  the  while 
tin*  Pillar  of  Cloud  stood  behind,  in  the  deflle  between 
the  Israelites  and  the  Eg}'ptian8.  At  length,  in  the  firs: 
watch  of  the  night,  it  removed,  and  came  and  went  be- 
fore the  Israelites,  throwing  its  beams  forward  along  our 
piith  in  the  sea.  Its  disappearance  from  the  rear  re- 
moved also  the  supernatui-al  darkness  that  enveloped  the 
Ki^yptians ;  an<l  when,  by  the  light  of  the  skies,  Phara^^h 
Ix'licld  the  Israelites  in  motion,  he  pursued  with  all  his 
host,  loading  with  his  cliariots  his  eager  army.  It  wm 
ju?5t  light  enough  for  him  ro  see  that  his  enemy  wa8  ttr 
•  •ai»i!i^,  hut  not  enough  so  t<»  see  by  what  way;  but, 
luubtless,  he  suspected  that  they  were  wading  around  the 
.iniiiitiiins ;  for  great  east  winds  have,  from  time  to  time. 
hw*'pt  tile  .^o:i  licre  outward,  so  that  the  water  baa  been 
sluillow  enouL^li  fur  persons  to  make  a  circuitous  ford 
around  the  northern  clifl*,  and  come  in  again  upon  the 
sunie  shore  into  the  desert  above,  Pharaoh  knew  tha: 
the  wind  had  ])ecii  blowing  heavily,  which  he  at  fi»i 
mistook  for  tin-  Israelites  in  motion,  and  I  here  is  no  doubt 
that  lie  ])inMie(l  wl:!i   the  idea  that   the  soa  had  beeu 
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fihoaled  by  Uie  wind,  sod  that  the;  would  come  out  a 
mile  or  two  on  the  north  Bide,  aod  gain  the  desert  bj 
Etham,  and  so  double  the  head  of  the  Bca  into  the  pe- 
ninanla  of  Horeb.  There  can  be  no  other  reason  assigned 
for  his  poTBiiit  into  snch  a  road  of  Glod'e  power,  nnleee 
it  wasjndicialmiidnese, — a  hardening  of  hia  heart  by  God, 
in  punishment  for  his  contumacy  and  opposition  to  His 
will.  DonbtlesB  this  is  one  way  in  which  God  punishes 
men,  by  making  their  peculiar  sin  die  inBtrament  of  their 
df«traction. 

Pharaoh  and  his  chariots,  and  horsemen,  and  host 
pnrsned,  and  came  close  upon  the  rear-guard  of  the  Is 
raelitee,  against  whom  they  pressed  with  shouts  of  bat- 
tle. Tlie  sea  was  faintly  lighted,  and  the  king  and  the 
Egyptians  did  not  see  the  walla  of  water  which  inclosed 
them,  as  they  rushed  madly  and  blindly  after  their  prey, 
urged  on  by  the  loud  voice  of  Pharaoh.  At  length, 
when  they  were  in  the  midst  of  the  sea,  the  Lord,  in  the 
Pillar  of  Cloud,  suddenly  turned  and  displayed  its  side  of 
dazzling  light  towards  the  astonished  Egyptians  t  By 
its  eiinlike  splendor,  Pharaoh  and  his  captains  perceived 
tlieir  peril,  and  the  nature  of  the  dreadful  road  in  which 
they  were  entangled.  The  walls  of  water  on  each  side 
'>f  them,  say  the  Israelites  who  were  in  the  rear  and 
jaw,  moved  and  swelled,  and  hung  above  them  in  Btn- 
pwidoua  scrolls  of  living  water,  upheld  only  by  the  word 
■.if  Godl  The  vivid  light  of  the  shekinali  blinded  their 
eyes,  and  bewildered  their  horses,  and  troubled  the 
whiile  host.  All  the  horrors  of  his  situation  were  pre- 
sented to  the  mind  of  the  king.  With  frantic  shouts  to 
his  charioteci-8  tit  turn  back,  he  gave  wild  orders  for  his 
army  to  retreat   saying — 
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**  Let  U6  flee  from  the  face  of  Israeli  for  the  L":l 
^heir  God  fighteth  for  them  against  us !" 

Then  followed  a  scene  of  the  most  horrible  confusion. 
T\w  steady  gaze  upon  them  of  the  Angel  of  the  Lt»rJ,  m 
tlie  cloud  of  fire,  discomfited  them !  They  turned  to  flv* 
rheir  chariot- wheels  sunk  in  the  deep  clay  which  ;!.■■ 
wagons  of  the  IIe])rews  had  cut  up,  and  came  oflT!  Tii-* 
king  leaped  from  his  car,  and,  mounting  a  hor&e  holi 
l)v  his  armor-bearer,  attempted  to  escape,  when  theL>r<i 
said  unto  Moses,  who  now  stood  upon  the  Arabian  side 
of  the  sea — 

'*  Stretch  out  thine  hand  over  the  sea,  that  the  waten. 
may  come  again  upon  the  Egyptians,  upon  their  chariots 
and  upon  their  liorsemen." 

Then  Moses  stretched  forth  his  hand  upon  the  sea,  in 
the  deep  defile  of  which,  cleaved  by  God  for  his  own 
people,  the  Egyptian  hosts,  chariots,  horse  and  fooi, 
were  Btruggling  to  retrace  their  course  to  the  Egrp 
tiim  short*,  each  man  battling  with  his  comrade  tV 
[)rotc'ren©e  in  advance.  Tlie  whole  scene,  for  several 
niilos  in  tlie  midi>t  of  the  sea,  was  a  spectacle  of  temr 
and  despair  such  as  no  war,  no  battle,  nothing  under  the 
•-l-.irs,  ever  before  i»r(*scntcd.  The  shouts  and  cries  of  the 
'  L'vptians  rcachi'd  nur  oars  upon  the  shore  with  appall- 
\^  <l'Vtiiic*ni>s. 

Now  Most's  stretched  f«»rth  his  hand  over  the  sea,  on: 
of  the  j>ath  through  which  the  last  of  the  Israelites  were 
niTiin^r  forth,  wlien  the  bill«>ws  that  had  been  cloven  bv 
the  rxl  of  (tod,  and  made  to  stand  in  two  walls  lik« 
adamant,  bet^an  to  swtll  and  heave,  and  all  at  oncebotb 
•m1'_^cs  of  thi^  -ea-wall  fell  over  like  two  mighty  cataract^ 
plunging  :nii   meetii.g,  roaring  and  roshini^  togethe' 
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each  into  the  chasm  vherein  the  whole  hoet  of  Pharaoh 
— ^biB  captains,  chariots,  and  horeemen — with  their  facet 
towards  Egypt,  were  BtruggUog  to  escape  &om  the  snare 
that  God,  in  His  just  vengeance,  had  laid  for  them.  The 
returning  waters  covered  the  whole  hoet  of  them  before 
iiur  ejea,  and,  while  we  locked,  the  wild  sea  rolled  its 
huge  waves,  laden  with  death,  above  the  abyss;  and 
then  subsiding,  the  great  sea  once  more  flowed  calmly 
over  the  spot,  and  Pharaoh,  who  had  been  erecting  for 
years  a  majestic  pyramid  to  receive  his  embalmed  body, 
was  bnned  by  the  Ood  whom  he  defied,  beneath  the 
chariots  and  horses  in  which  he  trusted  for  victory  oret 
the  sons  of  God. 

This  epectacle  of  God's  power  and  judgment  filled  all 
Israel  with  awe.  Those  wlio  had  murmured  against 
Moaea  sought  his  presencre,  and  prostrated  themselves 
before  him,  acknowledging  tdeir  fault,  and  asking  him 
to  entreat  God  to  pardon  their  iniquity,  declaring  that 
henceforth  they  wonld  receive  the  voice  of  Moses  as  the 
voice  of  God. 

TItat  dav  the  Israelites  encamped  on  the  sboro;  and 
all  night  tlie  waves  cast  upon  the  coast  the  dead  bodies 
of  Pharaoh's  host,  and  chariots  innumerable,  with  their 
stores  of  quivers  of  arrows,  lances,  swords,  and  spears  ; 
80  that  the  men  of  Israel,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
thousand  clii>gen  out  of  each  tribe,  save  tliat  of  Aaron, 
were  armed  from  the  spoils  of  the  dead  soldiers  and 
chariots..  Was  not  rliis,  aW,  the  finger  of  God,  O  my 
father  I  Tbe  impression  made  upon  the  minds  of  the 
cliildren  of  iBrael,  by  tliio  wonderful  exhibition  of  the 
power  of  God, — i.f  Hifi  goodness  to  them  and  His  ven- 
(^etmce   opon   Pharaoli, — was  such  that   they  believed 
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Qod,  and  feared  Iliin,  and  professed  them&olve?  read) 
henceforth  to  be  oliedient  to  His  voice. 

When  Moses  and  tlie  children  of  Israel  saw  that  their 
oneniies  were  dead,  they  chanted  a  sublime  hymn  v\ 
praise  and  triumph  to  God  upon  the  shore.     Then  can. 
Miriam,  the  sister  of  Aaron,  the  aged  propheteea  of  G«»^i 
i)oaring  a  timbrel  in  her  hand,  and  followed  bj  an  in 
numerable  company  of  maidens  and  daughters  of  Israci. 
each  with  her  timbrel  in  her  hand,  and  singing  songs «'! 
joy  and  triumph,  while  the  virgins  danced  before  the 
Lord. 

Now,  my  dear  father,  1  have  brought  my  letters  neaily 
to  a  close.  I  have  recorded  the  most  wondert*ul  eventp 
earth  ever  saw,  and  displays  of  Divine  power  which  mar. 
has  never  before  witnessed.  In  contemplating  rht*?*- 
wonderp,  you  will  be  impressed  with  the  terrible  niajesTj 
(>f  (xod,  and  overwhelmed  by  His  greatness.  You  wi!! 
be  struck  with  His  unwavering  devotion  and  care  f-r 
His  people  whom  n«»  liath  cliosen,  and  with  Ilis  uncea^- 
ini^  vongeanc(»  upoTi  Ilia  enemies,  and  such  as  opprc*i 
tliosc*  whom  He  protects.  You  will  be  awed  and  hum- 
bled  with  a  sublime  ])oreeption  nf  his  limitless  p^^wer  in 
the  heavens,  0:1  earth,  and  in  the  sea  ;  and  feel  ileeply 
v<»ur  own  insiirriilican<'c  as  a  nu-re  worm  of  the  dust  iii 
His  siMit ;  an<l  vnn  will  crv  with  me,  as  I  beheld  all  these 
ni:ii!it\*-tatiinis  "f  His  glorious  power — 

*'  AVhat  i-  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  O  &xl, 
'.vho  lillfsl  the  lu/avens  with  the  immensity  of  Tliy  pn» 
'.'lice,  ami  in  Thine  own  fulness  art  all  in  all?** 

V  r«'m  tho  Sea  of  Arai)ia,  Moses  led  the  armies  of  Israel, 
torthi'M'  rncar:  intent.-,  into  the  wihlenu»ss  towonis  Hi> 
reb.     Wow  w:;    no  watrr  but  that  which  waB  bitter  :  and 
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ihe  people  murmuring,  Moees  pacitied  them  b;  a  miracle. 
Tlience  they  came  to  Elim,  where  were  twelve  wella  of 
water  and  seventy  palm-trees,  and  here  we  encamped 
for  some  days.  After  certain  farther  wanderings,  we 
came  toawildemesB,  just  one  month  after  departing  from 
Egypt,  God,  in  all  that  time,  taking  not  away  the  Pillar  of 
Cloud  by  day  nor  the  Pillar  of  Fire  by  uight  from  before 
the  people.  Indeed,  the  whole  jonmey  was  a  miracle^ 
and  attended  by  miracles ;  for  in  this  wilderness,  Simi, 
their  provisions  failed,  and  the  people  (who  are  a  per- 
verse and  stiff-necked  people,  forgetfcil  of  favors  past, 
and  rebellious — as  is  perhaps  natural  to  those  who  have 
been  so  long  in  bondage,  and  find  themselveTnow  free) 
miirraured,  sind  again  blamed  Moses  for  bringing  tliem 
from  their  fare  of  flesh  and  l)read  in  Egypt,  to  die  of 
hunger  in  the  wilderness.  God,  instead  of  raining  fire 
iipDU  them,  mercifully  and  graciously  rained  bread  from 
heaven  to  feed  them,  returning  their  want  of  faith  in 
Iliin  with  loving-kindnese  and  pardon.  And  not  only 
did  God  send  bread  from  heaven — which  continues  to 
fall  every  morning — but  sent  quails  upon  the  carap;  so 
tliat  they  covered  the  whole  plain.  The  taste  of  this 
heavenly  bread  is  like  coriander-seed  in  wafers  made 
wit!i  honey.  It  is  white,  is  called  by  the  people  manna, 
;iiid  is  ill  quantities  sofficient  for  the  whole  of  them. 
Ilie  c-aiiij,  thence  moved  forward  and  came  into  the  vale 
ol  Iloreb,  where  I  had  first  beheld  Moses  standing  by 
his  fliick.  Here  there  was  no  water,  and  the  people 
murmured  in  tlieir  thirst,  and  again  blamed  Moses  for 
bringing  them  out  of  Egypt  into  that  wilderness,  not 
remomberiiig  the  mighty  deliverance  at  the  Sea  of  Ara- 
bia, nor  the  manna,  nor  the  quiiils.     At  the  first  obstacle 
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or  privatiou,  they  would  ever  cry  out  agaiiiBt  Moses,  whu 
one  day,  exclaimed  to  his  Qod,  in  his  perplexity — 

^^  What  shall  I  do  to  this  people  I  They  are  almoit 
ready  to  stone  me  I" 

Then  the  Lord  commanded  him  to  take  hia  rod  and 
strike  the  rock  in  Horeb.  He  did  bo,  and  the  va:« : 
giishcd  forth  in  a  mighty  torrent,  cool  and  clear,  ani 
ran  like  a  river,  winding  through  all  the  camp. 

We  are  now  encamped  before  Horeb.  From  thii 
mountain  God  has  given,  amid  thunders,  and  lightnings, 
and  earthquakes,  His  laws  to  His  people,  by  which  the; 
are  to  walk  in  order  to  please  Him.  They  are  ten  iu 
number :  four  relating  to  their  duty  to  Him,  and  the 
remaining  six  to  their  duty  to  one  another.  It  would 
be  impi^ssible,  my  dear  father,  for  me  to  describe  to  yon 
the  awful  aspect  of  Horeb,  when  Ood  came  down  ap^>D 
it,  hidden  from  the  eye  of  Israel  in  a  thick  cloud,  with 
the  tiinnders,  and  lightnings,  and  the  voice  of  the  tmm- 
pet  of  God  exceeding  loud,  so  tliat  all  the  camp  trembled 
tor  <lread  and  fear.  Nor  could  I  give  you  any  idea  ol 
the  aspect  of  the  Mount  of  Go<l,  from  which  went  up  s 
8!n(»ko,  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace,  for  seven  days  and 
iiiglits,  and  how  the  voice  of  the  trumi»et  waxed  loader 
:i!k]  louder,  sounding  long  and  with  awful  grandeur 
along  the  skies,  calling  Moses  to  come  up  into  the  mount 
tn  receive  His  laws,  while  the  light  of  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  was  like  devouring  fire.  In  obedience  t«»  the  ter- 
rible voice,  Moses  left  Israel  in  the  plain  and  aeceudeii 
the  mount.  Aaron  and  others  of  the  elders  accompanied 
him  so  near,  that  they  saw  the  pavement  on  which  the 
God  of  Israel  stood.   It  was,  under  His  feet,  as  a  sapphirs' 
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■tODe,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of  hearen  in  its  clev- 
nees.*  He  was  abeent  fort;  dajs.  When  twent;  d»jt 
were  paeeed  and  the;  Baw  him  oot,  aor  knew  what  had 
happened  to  him,  the  whole  people  murmured,  became 
alarmed,  believed  that  the;  would  nerer  ede  him  again, 
and  resolved  to  return  to  Egypt  if  the;  coald  find  a 
leader.  Aaron  refused  to  go  back  with  them ;  but  at 
length  the;  compelled  him  to  consent,  if  in  aereo  da;i 
Mijecs  returned  not  At  the  end  of  this  period  the; 
called  AaroQ  aud  shouted  : 

**  Up  I     Choose   us  a  captain   to   lead   as  back   to 

Egypt-" 

But  Aaron  answered  that  he  would  not  hearkm  to 
them,  and  bade  them  wait  for  Moses. 

Tlicn  came  a  company  of  a  thoosand  men,  all  armed, 
and  said : 

"  Up !  make  us  gods  which  shall  go  before  ne  I  A* 
for  this  MiKies,  we  wot  not  has  become  of  hioL" 

At  length  Aaron,  no  longer  able  to  refuse,  said— 

"  ^Flmt  grMi  will  ye  have  to  lead  ;ou  I" 

"  Apie  I  the  god  of  Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians,  whom 
we  an<i  our  fathers  worshipped  in  Egypt." 

Tlicn  Aanm  recfived  from  tliem  the  jewels  of  gold  tliey 
had  taken  from  the  Egyptians,  and  cast  them  into  a  far 
nacv.  and  made  an  ininge  of  the  calf  Serapis,  and  said,  in 
griff,  imny,  and  anger — 

'•  This,  ami  like  this,  is  thy  god,  O  Israel,  that  brougfal 
thee  ii|>  out  of  tlio  land  of  Egypt !" 

And  orocliijg  an  altar  before  this  image,  these  Iirael 


*  Exodu,  Kzlr.  IOl 


594  THE  PILLAB  OF   FIRE,    OB 

itee,  not  yet  weaned  from  Egyptian  idolatry,  barned  a* 
cense  and  Bacrificed  before  it,  and  made  a  fea^t  to  tbc 
god,  with  music  and  <liincing,  as  the  Egyptian*  da  At 
length  Moses  reappeared,  sent  down  from  tlie  roonn:  br 
an  indignant  God,  who  beheld  this  extraordinary  nfrufi 
to  idolatry.  When  the  holy  prophet  saw  what  wa*  J<>m. 
he  steridy  rebuked  Aaron,  who  excu£«d  himself  ':»▼ 
pleading  that  he  was  compelled  to  yield,  and  that  be 
did  6o  to  show  thorn  the  folly  of  trusting  to  such  an  id^ 
after  they  had  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God.  M*Mi 
took  the  calf  thev  had  made,  and  made  Aaron  bnni  it 
in  the  fire,  and  he  ground  it  to  powder,  and  made  the 
idolatrous  children  of  I^iinel  drink  of  the  bitter  and  nii- 
Bcous  draught.  Again  he  rebukc<l  Aaron,  and  calM 
for  all  who  wore  on  tlie  Iy»rd*R  side,  when  several  hna- 
droiU  of  the  young  men  came  and  stood  by  him.  He 
ooiinnanded  thoin  to  slay  all  who  had  l>owed  the  kaw 
or  tianced  before  the  calf;  and  in  one  hour  three  tb-/^- 
Hand  men  wore  ^lain  by  the  sword*  in  ezpiatioii  of  thor 
sin  against  (Tod. 

Now«  my  dear  father,  my  last  letter  must  be  broogte 
to  a  obiBo.  Mo-^>p  informs  me  that  the  Lord,  in  puaiib 
merit  of  this  sin  of  I.-sraol.  will  cause  them  to  wander 
many  yean*  in  tlio  wiMemoss  ore  He  bring  them  V»  the 
land  promised  to  rh«*ir  fathers,  and  will  subject  tbentr 
!)('  hanissod  by  enemies  tm  all  sides,  some  of  mh/m 
have  already  attacked  them,  but  were  discomfited  bj 
the  courage  t)f  h  Hebrew  youth,  called  Joshua,  «he 
[iroinirtos  to  become  a  mighty  warrior  and  leadw  ia  Is- 
rael, ami  whr»m  M<»^es  lovis  as  an  own  son. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  this  long  abode  of  the 
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ol  krael  in  the  desert,  I  shall  tx)-moiTow  join  a  caraTaD 
which  will  then  pass  to  the  northward,  on  its  way  into 
Sjria  from  Egypt.  It  will  be  with  profound  regret  that 
I  shall  bid  adieu  to  Moses,  to  Aaron,  to  Miriam,  and  all 
the  friends  I  have  foimd  among  this  wonderful  people 
Will  not  the  world  watch  from  afar  the  progress  of  this 
ftrmy  of  God,  wliich  has  beheld  the  wonders  by  which 
He  brought  them  out  of  Egypt?  Doubtless,  ere  this 
you  have  heard,  by  ships  of  Egypt,  of  some  of  the 
mighty  miracles  which  have  devastated  her  cities  and 
plains ;  and  you  will  hear,  ere  this  letter  reaches  you,  of 
the  destniction  of  the  whole  army  of  Egypt,  with  their 
king  Pharaoh-Thothmeses,  in  the  Arabian  Sea. 

Farewell,  my  dear  father;  in  a  few  weeks  I  shall 
embrace  you.  We  will  then  talk  of  the  majesty,  and 
p«jwer,  imd  glory  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  learn  to  fear 
Iliin  ;  to  love,  obey,  and  swerve  Ilim, — remembering  His 
judgments  upon  Phsiraoh,  and  also  upon  His  chosen 
p^^^ple  kniel  when  they  forgot  Him ;  and,  that  as  Ho 
deal:  with  nations,  so  will  Ue  deal  with  individuals! 
<  M>edienee,  with  unquestioned  submission  in  awe  and 
love  lo  this  great  and  huly  God,  our  august  Creator,  is 
the  only  path  of  peace  and  happiness  for  kings  or  sul>- 
jec:&;  an<l  he  only  security  for  adniisbion,  after  death, 
int«»  Ui&  tliviiK*  heaven  above,  *' whither,"  saith  Ilisholy 
^crvani  Moses,  *'all  men  will  ultimately  ascend,  who 
;a:*hlully  serve  Ilim  on  earth ;  while  those  who,  like 
Piiiiraoh-Thoth lueses,  despise  Uim  and  His  powei,  will 
l>e  banished  forever  from  Uis  celestial  presence  into  the 
bhades  below,  doomed  there  to  endure  woes  that  know  no 
termination,  through  the  cycles  of  the  everlasting  a^(ee/^ 
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Farewell,  my  dear  father ;  may  the  PilUr  of  Good  bi 
our  guide  by  day,  and  the  Pillar  of  Fire  by  night,  in  tbt 
wilderness  of  this  world  I  With  prayer  to  God  to  brae 
me  in  safety  to  you,  and  to  guard  yoa  in  health  obdI  I 
"^ee  yonr  face  again, 

I  am  your  ever  affectionate  ioii, 

RgwM—^  Pbdigb  op  Di 


APPENDIX. 


A  FSW  Wma)6  TO  THE  BOTFTIAN  flTUDKn  AXD  10  THB 

cBma 


mrm  iiiiciMirj  perhftpt.  a  few  wocito  to  ilfeov  tkat  tW  satbor 
Q#  the  praoeding  book  bat  not  arhitzmril j  empkjyed  fbctik  mm!  aadt  we 
•f  tnditkxM  to  ffoit  a  certain  neriw  of  hypoUMtkml  weofet ;  but  iMt 
baeo  oootrollcd  strictly  br  aatboritka. 

Scbolan,  rerted  in  KKyptian  aicbisulofy,  will  do  the  author  jmtkm  te 
the  plan  and  exfcatkm  of  bU  work ;  for  mindt,  enrkbed  witli  troa 
cniditioo,  apon  the  history  of  the  land  where  his  socoas  are  placwd,  will 
ntA  only  underttand  the  «liiricaltiti<  which  a  writer  has  to  ooatettd  «itb» 
bat  appreciate  what  he  has  done.  Ckptiona  oitidsm  wilt  ni  cmaae 
hold  it*elf  wholly  independent  of  fiMrta ;  while  bypercritidaa  mim  be 
««iil^reil  to  show  its  ^mam  erudition.  To  fisir  and  manly  achoiastic  cfitl- 
cten.  whether  from  theolo0cal  scholars,  or  students  in  the  **  laamiiac  ot 
the  KicyptiAns.'  the  work  in  o(«en  ;  and  the  author  will  be  gratefttl  h> 
tny  jodtcioiis  and  respectable  scholar  who  will  kindly  point  oot 
prorinfi^  them  to  be  swrh. 

The  readier  of  K<r>'ptian  hbitory  is  aware  that  but  little  reliam 
he  place«l  on  the  Mdicned  len|rth  of  periods,  which  famish  as  with 
Dcither  names  n<»r  {mcU.  nor  reliable  monuments :  becaosa  at  this  day 
we  hare  no  cootnJ  orer  the  fictions  and  errors  of  historiana.  1V»  carry 
Qp  u>  th'«  tiret  century  of  histor>'  a  connected  chain  of  antheotk  ohro* 
noloiTT  l«  nt^i  yet  powiible. 

We  hsre  given  due  credit  to  MAJunio'i  statements,  bat  have  littla 
(X»n5<l^[)<Y  in  mMny  «>f  hin  alleged  facts.  Touched  as  they  are  by  Ji*«a- 
ravs  so<I  HsaoDimni  The  late  disooreriee  hj  CBAMfOiXicai  It  Mmm, 
iic-nsa.  Ur  Yoi  mi.  Lapsus,  aii«l  others,  with  the  rvrelatioQa  i4  actual 
hi«t<>n(3i.l  inMripti.*a«  h  ive  ren«i»-re«il  the  U«oks  of  these  hitherto  uni- 
▼citsally  qtioteii  writerii  nearly  obitolete  llie  trsTeller  of  to-day.  who 
ri^iti  Firypt  an<i  <an  r^a^l  hieniglyph.  knows  nxtrv  ttf  the  history  i4 
F4r>  pt  than  MAxrnfo.  J«>«i.i-iit7s.  Diodosi-s.  HsaouvTrB,  ^^rmABO,  or  any  of 
ti.c  ci«  P^uiraiiic  wiiUTt  tiit-reupon.  At  ffvrUtioos  are  ma^ie  frocn  tioM* 
t..  tirn*?.  wf  hav.*  to  <  hjinje  otir  dates,  revise  our  "  finrt*.  '  an«i  r«fi*rm 
miT  wliola  hi•^>ry  of  thr  fiai»t  of  tlgrpt.  lioth  In  its  chriKHtltify  and  dy 
nn-'tif**.  lit  thii*  wotk  w«>  h.ivt*  availed  ourMsl%'es  of  the  UU'St  disroTeT' 
U«  <l»wn  to  th(i«r  <»f  hmi  vfmr.  Ity  the  celebrateil  French  ssaam,  M. 
Ai<it«Tii  Masibtts,  wh>>^  dtm^iveries  have,  until  rvvently  l«>«i  aade 
koiwM  ..rjv  t  •  th**  A.wlt  iiiv  of  S<  iem^es,  France,  in  mtHWt  and  an|<re- 
tetidin:;  rr{x>rt«  of  hi*  srientitic  rejicarrhea. 

A-  w>  I  Of  vtiv  Uic|.>\)_'iily  .^'.'nti  t>rrr  the  ifrounil  i>f  K«;>  ptian  aichi^ 
Mofry.  Nth  in  itt  MciMititk  r%D<l  theol<igical  relati<*nii.  wv  art*  aware  fron 
what  qu&rtvni  liitucks  will  lie  likelf  to  oome,  i(  Uiis  buuk  is  hoooted  bv 
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the  notkt*  of  i(i-h<>1.irA.  Rut  tn  mich*  we  beg  Irare  to  nj  thftt.  vfcflrv* 
mav  not  hare  fnrniM'i  mir  work  on  tht«  fiUn  Omr  view*  wuuM  hfttv  nc- 
gosttii.  wr  )i.i\l-  ^•^(■  so  uri  a  i»I.iii  wliuii  H  dtrftrruibU* :  fur  ihtr*  an 
••»v<t:i!  "i  h"«'l«»  "*'  h.r»  rTiri't.itiMfi  I  if  rhri*iiiilin:y  ah'I  •!yii.if«t_T  ;  ac  !  w  vt 
havi*  I  iiii.M  li  III  liiii'i'*  ny  liiii'  «if  thrin  alont..  we  are  re^Jy  tu  •icirf»:  .<i 
;>i«-'r:  1.  -I  t.ir  .-i"  mi}  1 1-  :ii  i>-aiy  tu  provf  that  we  are  doI  i^rtsS 
ut   III.-  ^li■r■il■^■t  w »•  IriVi-  .ll*i  rn|'t«-ii  !•►  illii.-tniV. 

'{!j-  iiii[Kk:iiil  mIj'^I.u  will  m.-i-  tliiit  wf  h.ive  rudeATor^i  u»  cuattk 
ti:-'  iri!'  rill,  iiil  nfi'ii  ••!::!]  ti  i^  «tatf  i  i*-nt4  and  rif4ni<>ctf  ci  '^ 
invtii'!  .:>' of  KL'M't.uiiil  i*>  [•ii'.«*-iit  u  i>VKt«»in  wbK  h  fthi»Qki  nf.  wtf 
th-  !•-  Ii' :  •  I  t);(.-  i:.:yiiti:in  {H'vijilf  at  tbe  lime;  aud  uai  *4  cuDfu^d  :. 
rroHli'  i»!iiiT. 

Ill  wiiiin.'  I  1<<  ••!:.  ilii'  timf  tf  which  in  p1ace«l  antt-rii>r  u  the  laac^acv 
Ut  'vlii' h  jr  !•«  \viitt<-ti.  Mil!  ov^n  !••  the  Gnfk  and  Ki*niAn  ibrrr  l«  * 
[i.  I  --^iM  tif  i:-i-  i>t  irrriK.  wliiih  in  ont;  houm  are  anachn «i«i&is.  «::.''« 
■  >;  •'  i':>:ii]\  rii  (i.'--  M-f  nf  ilir  \i'rniu:iiliir  of  thi*  K^ptiui*  Y-r  u 
-:  iN- ■  .  ti,.>  ilf  i-k  t  Trii  iif  iiiiiiK  !<  xf  si>-U  and  mvn,  Ia  c*fWt;  adii(-tAl  »- 
'•  t  i  •  :  :).-  V-^ii' .  lin-  ii^f  «>f  wiiUh  wouM  be  uuintcllijcibie  prdutri 
I..  T'-r  .:i-  .^'.f  ii  •  ii«M  uii-^.  V«<tiii«.  UiA.  ami  Man,  are  ofloo  wHu^ls 
•  ■:.:     ■.■•     ir;-i.i  1  'if  thf  K/vpti.in  nAui«*ii 

In  •  ■-!•  r  T  .  .f  .  .  ill"  :;«'nir.i]  r«.-:viiT  the  rarietj  allowable  In  EgrfCiB 
^  HI  -■•«  til  i  <hr».ij*tir-.  ix-i  wvll  »«  ihronology,  wa  will  a|ipend  a  iiw  «i- 
n:ii:-li- 

A'  •  'iiiriLf  t.i  niir>  wTifi-i  .>ii  K.::v|>t.  it  wan  Aineii**pbii»  who  ww  k««  ■ 
t^-  i:<  i  "-'■.  A' •  •>:  in/  t'>  III  itiior,  it  wan  lliothme«  lU. :  toa^s^ 
I  lioTlii-    -  I  ■    -  t'l-l  •!•  -'Ill  :.-i..-!i.  -  Aiiiiirt  I.:  luM  Co  another.  Ow*' 

Aim  :t!:>>-  .  illi.i     i>\     Ki.NBirK    lii.   pi    IMi.    Ui«fihfWtt^tk"^ 

rii'it'. >  :  .i1li->l   I  iiKiriiifM''^  and  other  rariali>iiUL    Omtv  aw 

m.ii.v  ;ii!<  -  1*1  I  III  liiv  li-::rti-U.  )>>it  ur  hare  adapted  th^*  pi*pQkrtf«^  ^ 

s.-..i.iii.  =.  •.tl!»-l  i^^itao'-n.  0<Mikron,  Rrmcw^.  an^l  i^her  bbb^ 
ii«  •'•'!!;. .  i>'  t!.>-  iiit-  r;>iirat)<i!i  t,(  hi-t  c«rtnu''hea.  and  other  InerfWiitaa 

Pi"   ]"> I  "f  <  iH'i'hK'ii  1^  i-.kiliil  .-il<Mi  t'hafre.  Chcphreik  L>t^?^'^ 

All  :•■''■••  jii  iti<>ii«.  ^OiiK-  ('iii'>>iHi  hii'i  hilf  a  ditum  af^wllalBMfi     A 

%k..'  :.  i;.- ■■;■..■.   wJ.u  ^..■^.    tu   ;.?i— iii    an   intelligible  view  ctf  im 
!i  f  ■.  --lio    ••■liji'<:i    f.>\  --.litx     it  thi*  aiuiral   K(;T|ktin»  ■»< 

ii<      :     .\  -  'li->i'*\  iiiii  \v).  ii  ;i.iTh  hi*  will  fcillnw  :  and  hariaf  r^M 

f*:!- >..  !•      ■  '   :    .i-::>    il  iii.-!<  \  J.Mi::!)   In  itjk  i  li«»r      Thi*  We  haiv  Llirf 

l-<  >i><  '  i*  '  '.  ■  '  li<>>>-  \«)m>  'iii.'hl  h-«TM  lU'liH'tnl  A  difllpTWI  tiar  ■■* 
;•:  !  ['.-  ^«iih  •   .;    p;iijinvnt.  tht*y   will  at   kart  haw  U* 

ri  .  '    -    '  ■  -v :    i  :•■  (!i  I'    ■'■••    ff  .if>  niui'h  fntitlrd    am  M.b'.^am  I 

r----    •'-.:)       i.-  i  r  \^c  li.ivr  lit. I'll*,  ari  if  we  hail  made  eoe  ta  hH^^ee 
»  i!  .  • :    ■•■■■*:;;'  'ili.ii  vjrvks 

III"  '-r'  '*iiMi:i»i\     li  i<  ]>r.«^ntrii  flncular  dlflkvhka:  be* 

^. •  ^i\'  :  .i-..'\  :•'.]■  •».•.]  Nm  \N  :ih<l  SKirrABTii.  Iravinc  their  |[iMm» 
V*--    •■  :r  >>\^M  j.  !.-ii!  Ill  •!:■ '.kt'il  %  il-vi.ttinn  fruoi  thrfr  iwe* 
■■■ii-  !>  :-i"  ••!'  thi-  l.ik'l.rM  «-h«rM~triY  |ilacp  the  Mrth  4 
M  1- 1      \ .  I-    \-iiw.  ■•iIm-1-  r.»l7  'Vi-lr  SartfaBm). 

v;""'  *    k  -.  li'l..  •-    '  J'.u.  ii   i«   T(-i  I-**  »rv  ili.it  a  writ«*r.  wh«we 
'i      ■  <   t  '  \>  !    t  bi- .  -ii'i  ij.l  i:i,iKi<  :%  •i"ilMiin.     We  have,  aAi 
f  :.  ■■■■!«.    «!..:■        ■  .:.  i   :i !  •! -t-l  ihf  era  which  ve  hrbr^n 

l»f*  (i  ■  Ml'*  i  i>rif>i«i<>ii  .itt«'iti!i!iif  the  adjiMCnettt  of  the 

.    lUUkiLiuB  to  ::i>'ir  tiue  iinitf.  >■  well  known  to 
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odtted  by  kll  azcwt  those  who  hsva  adTsnced  ^gartn  Of  their  own.  Kod 
expect  ^Tptian  Chronology  henceforth  to  be  congtnied  by  them  alonei 
NoiAH  (ride  Book  IV.,  StcL  Iv.),  has  pre«ente<t  to  our  mindi  the  clearest 
Kipoeitlon  of  the  qneBtion  ;  and  we  have  followed,  rery  closely,  hla 
table  of  the  dynasty  of  the  Pharaoh  be  ween  b  raa  (  Joseph  uid 
the  Exodus. 

The  Biblical  scholar  need  no   be  n 

of  age  befbre  he  interested  hlmse  l!;^,       an 

hUtory  {see  Voulx)  shows  th  ai     ti  u 

mother.  Pharaoh's  daughter,  d    d  a  d       Uierl     and  as 

the  Scriptures  are  silent,  as  to   h    oi  an       m         Hoses        he 

interTal.  wearejunciflable  in  pla  lOf,  Lgtp    d  ring  h    six 

yrsFD  that  followed,  as  we  have  d 

We  desire  here  to  achoowledg 
authors,  whose  works,  either  d   set] 
and  from  which  we  have  made  use 
aod  Dot  wishing  to  burden  o      pa  b       tee  s  d   re       dcoi    wa 

here  maku  our  grateful  acknow  edp  u  to  b  m  and  eoogaltion  of 
Iheir  works : 

a.  BnTrttTa.A.lL.  Fh.  D_  D.  D- HrUtlm.  npMlal        OUw  m  KfTpUenm 

Attmnnmlis,  at  HtreinEl7rt>l«  ^fr^   l"  >>  La 

"TbeE^pUan  Cbr-oi-logj  Aniljied.     bf  FuMuoK  NoLUI, U. D„  F. B. (L— 
LonduD. 

"TboSfnnnniBnuof  Egjpi«ni1  TofufiDpUie  NII<;~  «dlM  br  Psutn  L  Hivnk 
O.  D.,  LI.  D. 

-  Anrlent  EgTpt  iiDddT  tlK  Pbirulu;-  bf  Joan  Kbthou,  M.  A.    A  nrfc  wbM 

To  Sii  OtBDiHu  WiLiiHsuK,  D.  C.  L,  P.  R  S..  Ao.,  th.  wTltar  Is  IndiWsd  l«r  nasb 
'Tilbrmtllon  T«"pecrlnp  dttpil?  t^t  tn.  sodatj.  uhd  eDKonu. 
"Tlix  PMIi«..|i1ir  of  tlie  Plan  of  BdvMlon ;'  tJlted  by  rrniiM  O.  K.  Blows,  O.  D. 

t)r.  Mts  rsi.tiiAi.-.'"  wTitlnr-  on  EeTpaie  ■nttqaillM, 

RtEtv.  Itl.u^r  W.i'.BSiairT-. -L.ndof  Boodige." 
MiLLJ-  ■■Allci»lltH»br*w>." 

L>'r>iE>'  "  [HswiriM  111  Egypt,  Etbiopia,"  kc ,  anil  itUa  wiiluDt  aathot>i  otbsr 
.liiwU.   ivritlo^  ii|..li  B;,')l"t»ii  ^■hfl.oi«»  lod  luillqulllc.. 
^I.-Lns  ■■.■'in..l  in']  Wwini.," 


I'BipMJUDo  d*  i'Amts  fl 


wo  AFPENDIX. 


BnoDoma,  Boaatm.  I>iodobiii»  Sikabo.  Puirr,  PioiaiT,  EmAfcmtmaKm  Pi» 
tASCR,  and  otbw  Greek  ud  clamio  Mtbon  who  ba?e  wrtttM  spoa  Ksr^  tew  ka« 
made  nae  of  by  Uie  Mthor  es  tonroee  of  Infbmutlon,  and  adoptiBd  m  eatkoifdw  m  ii 
m  MibMqiMDt  monninental  reveUtloiis  haTe  not  leaaened  tha  weight  ef  tkair  laMlaMir- 

We  are  alio  under  obli^tions  to  Proreaior  HaMBT  8.  Osaoax,  tir  the  aid  aflwdvdla  iki 
PboBaleian  portion  of  oar  book,  by  hia  recently  pabltsbe<I  work.  **  PalaailBa.  Pair  Mi 
l^resent,**  with  **  Biblioal,  Literary,  and  SdentiAc  Nutea;**  one  of  the  moat  vaiiAUe  ia4 
Int^reatlng  books  of  travel  and  reaeareh  wbiek  baa  appeared  far  maay  yeva.  ec  m§ 
Kant:  GhaUea  A  Boa,  PhIL,  18B6L 

BwideB  tb«  %boye,  we  hare  ATailed  oonelTei  of  nmiMroiis  ■oarer* 
iiiforraation  acctistiible  to  the  Egyption  Btudent,  to  enumenA.e  mhkh 
would  extend  this  note  to  a  catalogae. 

We  have  sought  in  the  foregoing  work,  to  illustrate  and  deliiiMie 
events  of  the  Old  Testament,  as  in  the  **  Prince  of  the  Hooae  of  David" 
the  New,  so  that  they  should  "  come  home  with  a  new  power/'  to  make 
use  of  the  language  of  another,  **  to  those  who  hy  long  familiarity  liav« 
lost,  as  it  were,  the  vividness  of  the  reality."  and  bring  out  their  oqV 
lines  so  as  to  convey  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  a  more  complete  mlita 
tion  of  noenes  which  seem  to  be  but  imperfectly  apprehended  by  the 
general  reader  of  the  historical  parts  of  the  Old  Testament.  Tba  work 
is  written,  not  for  scholars  nor  men  learned  in  E^ptian  lore :  it  *i 
vances  nothing  new ;  but  simply  offers  in  a  new  drett  that  whkfa  b  okL 
llie  writer  will  have  accomplished  hii  object,  **if  his  book,"  to  q«iic 
the  words  of  Mr.  Staklbt,  in  his  preface  to  **  Sinai  and  Palestine.'*  "  briogi 
any  one  with  fresh  interest  to  the  threshold  of  the  divine  story  'of  the 
Exodus/  which  has  many  approaches,  and  which,  the  more  It  Isezplorsd. 
the  more  it  reveals  of  poetry,  life,  and  instmctioQ,  such  ■■  has  fidlen  to 
the  lot  of  no  other  history  in  the  world." 

The  intention  of  the  author  in  writing  these  works  on  Scripture  nar 
ratives  is  to  draw  the  attention  of  those  persons  who  do  not  read  tbs 
Bible,  or  who  read  it  carelessly,  to  the  wonderful  events  It  rvoords,  ss 
well  as  the  divine  doctrines  it  teaches  ;  and  to  tempi  them  to  ssak  the 
Inspired  sources  from  which  he  mainly  draws  his  factM, 

The  author's  plan  embraces  three  works  of  eqnal  si».  Tlieyoovtr 
the  three  great  eras  of  Hebrew  history,  via. :  its  beginning,  at  tks  Knh 
duB ;  its  culmination,  as  in  the  reigns  of  David  anid  SotaoLOB ;  Us  da- 
oline,  as  in  the  day  of  Our  Lord's  inoamatkiL 
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THE  WRITINGS  OF 

ERNEST  RENAN.... 

r.inurvi.i.i    ri(-«.vii/-tri.o  j.vh  itmcmn 

MX    VMimMM    UTtl^. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ISRAEL 

Vol  t    TU)  tfafl  TliM  of  Klac  Dand. 

Vol  n-     riom   th*    Retca    of    D«vld   np  to  th«  Captxn 

of  SamulM. 

from  S.bylOd. 

Vol  IV,    From  tto  KhIo  at  tte  PmUiw  U  that  of  dw 

Ofoalu^ 

ondM  Roua  Knlo.     With  u  Indu  b>  Um  «)«.(«  \Vork. 

nn-  lotaiiM*.     •».      (IMll,  vNt  kv.      frr  wmtHm*.  tt.M 

IUnw.-lTiM-rTrfl.r«l"m.yl»-«fclion»«l.««<rt.'T.».rt..    1W 

ftnt  !■»  •,>'<.»■  .wilMi  lb*  aoalr^  «(  ll«  ««i>l*  lUt  M  •>(>  lu  tW  tta 

nl  u.  |^pbri>I  lu  lb.  third,  te  ubUi  Ui  rtr*  af  Uwh  H<1>t>M>;  «Wb 

th»i'  <•*•-.  ilaqiiw  nn»laiii>.>  nnpTfnc  terb*!^  131  iMr  IhI  tfhu^* 

b  Jnu^      VmlDff  UU  ttv«  iriJuM  W  •  «lMh,  lk*k  IllBBII  IMIW  to 

IUmb  .  .n-»t|im.t«.i  uf  Ibbnw  UMMVi  M4  it  mat  ••M7  b«  tU  tkai 

nMMaH  tlial  h>  l»*  >l<m.  r..W.  tl»  Mtllun  i.T  bl>  »ln4  m4  0*  fnrt- 

BMlj  i—wUMl  >••  Ouith  bdon  U*  Ms  «Mw  Ui  aa  aO. 

MFE  OF  JESUS. 

Df  r.n>ii:i>T  Rkmax.     Frtm  Om  i««B9-iUnl  Md  ImI  9naik 

E.lilion.  rfTUf d  »n.I  «U^^irf.  witii  Xiaiai. 

inn..     ri*<*,  fat  umi^    «f.4*. 

r - 

3  THE   WRITiyaS  OF  EUSEST  RENAS. 

■  ■  ■  ^ 

phrase  by  phrase,  with  the  original.*'  The  rerision  has  exteiHled  to  the  scrlptam 
references,  which  have  in  numerous  cases  been  made  more  precise,  and  frdBmat 
Allen  haa  made  itome  additioua  to  the  footnot«*i» ;  moreover,  ^uhI  thi«  is  a  Ban*r  ct 
no  slight  importance,  the  work  Ls  now  put  forth  for  the  first  time  with  an  i»>i 
It  can  be  aaid  for  thin  edition,  that  it  represents  the  original  with  ■H—ir^.i*  D-lrUt 
in  point  uf  meaning ;  and  this,  when  an  author  like  Renan  is  cooceravil,  u  ao  afl*.: 
of  no  slight  moment.  Professor  Allen  does  not  claim  too  mach  for  RrnaD'a  "  LJt 
of  Jesus  "  when  he  speaku  of  it  **  as  the  one  great  literary  monument  uf  a  ecBtfiry 
of  New  Testament  eriticiam.**  It  is  a  book  that  no  one  laying  claim  to  the  adtair 
tages  of  a  liberal  education  can  afford  to  leave  unread,  for  it  has  giv«n  a  vitalumc 
reality  to  the  g08i>el  narrative  that  with  the  breakup  of  creeds  and  diifuas  is  mm 
to  have  a  conserving  influence  on  the  religions  development  of  bomanhy.  — 7I« 
Jitacon. 

THE  APOSTLES. 

Including  the  Period  from  the  Death  of  Jesus  natll  the 

Greater  Missions  of  Paul.  By  Eknkst  Renan.  TrsD«lated 
and  edited  I>y  JosKrii  Hrnry  Allen,  D.D.,  late  Lecturer  oo 
Ecelesiastieal  History  in  Harvard  University. 

8ro.     Cloth,  gilt  top,     $9JSO, 

ThiA  was  Dr.  Allen's  last  literary'  work,  hit  death  occarring  a  fcv  dan 
after  the  tiiial  revision  of  the  proofn.  In  hii  preface  ha  sajs:  "I  haT# 
found  ^reat  ji>y  in  tho  execution  of  it,  with  an  Increased  sense  of  tbcgraD- 
deitr  and  nobilitv  of  the  theme, —the  e>tablishmeut  uf  Christianitr  a«  a 
moral  p<tw(>r  in  tho  world,  —  to  a  right  understanding  of  which  it  ha»  beta 
the  chief  aim  and  hope  of  my  wurkin^^  ycan»  to  contribute,  hoverer 
humbly." 

It  i«  pn.bable  that  so  complete  a  picture  of  the  moral  and  •ocial  conditio 
of  tlic  world  nt  a  irreat  historical  epoch  has  never  been  elsewhere  pvtn  as 
will  1)0  found  in  the  conclu'liii^  chapters  of  the  present  volume. 

If  one  ^vi^hes  to  road  an  apotheoiiin  of  rrIif;ion  pur*  and  tlmi'lr,  he  mart  tun 
to  thoA«>  paKPH  of  the  frrf>at  «c<>ptio.  It  nhoiild  b^  added  that  one  of  the  befll  eatteataa 
of  R^naii  hiinxlf  in  a  fow  wmlit  Is  {liven  by  Dr.  Allen  in  hb  own  prvlantolh* 

The  tnui<l:iti>r  \\\s  Ix'fti  rfiii&rkably  miro^Hiful  in  hii  efforta  to  **  fii  —  in  tht 
frriii  .iii-l  .  ■  1-  r  "f  f'li  oith'ir'H  thonpht,"  and  has  in  «!^  a  Tpr«lon  thtl  t«  flnrrt  an4 
h:ti«  often  n  w'r:tc«'  of  it-*  own.  Hhil«>  th**  a«ld«^  nnt^n  and  fuller  ralerenrFa  win  ante 
thi-  iditi  '11  luoM-  iiM-tnl  ii  r  n  hiU.im  than  the  origin il  itnelf.  —  The  VhnTKhm-rn 

R'»inn  hi*  wrltti-n  fiMrlf'--lv,  :un!  while  wr  cannot  n»r^e  with  all  thit  he  h^ 
UovHfl  an<l  lii*ri'  M'tn  forth,  vrt  wi>  mu'<t  admirv  the  depth  of  hlarmenreh.  th*  lw»> 
i-ity  of  hi  ]i!iri»-».  •■,  "'d  th»'  •■Tt''«ll''ni'f»  anl  tho  beauty  of  hUdictl'm.  H'-  w«rk« 
aro  iir^qii;dlf>d  in  t)if*ir  rli^*,  .inil  will  lw>r«>iDe  more  pofnlar  erenrTear.  No  peraoa 
call  x'lin;  from  .i  i>(T-,;  \\  uf  tin-  prt-M-nt  Miluiue  without  a  more thoriniKh  apprtviatian 
of  thf  mi— i.^M  '•♦  rjiriiit.  th»«  «■■»•■)?  uf  Hi*  Ap''»'*tl»»«.  and  the  wonderfnl  rrnwtb  *4  tte 
ChrlHtiAn  roliiiiou  tlurlnf^  the  twulve  years  Immadiataly 
tlOD.  —  The  Timet.  New  York. 


THE  WKITI.WGS  OF  ERNEST  SENAJf.  t 

ANTICHRIST. 

B7  Erkbst  Bknam.     TronBlated  and  edited  hj  Jobbpb  BsaXT 

Allen,  late  Lecturer  od  EccleaiasticKl  History  io  Harvard 

University.  ^^      ciol*.    $a.im. 

Tbii  volume  covin  th*  period  fhim  the  urival  of  th*  A]i««tl«  Pudtt 
Rome  Io  the  cud  of  the  Jewish  Bevolution,  a.  d.  61'-T8,  indtidiiv  Um 
penecutioD  under  Ncni,  wbkh  is,  after  th«  three  c*  toa^  jin  ol  th* 
public  life  of  Jeaiu,  the  Do«t  exlraardliiaiy  la  the  entirs  develofi^Mt  «l 
Chriitianily. 

THE  FUTURE  OF  SCIENCE. 

By  Eknbst  RenaM.  Uro.     CtolM,  gilt  lop.     ta.so. 

M.  ReuuKUodi  higta  ■mooaUie  graU  wiiuiiol  Fnnoe.  —  psibiin  wemagr  mj 
ol  ILe  world.  In  rliilluliriiilnnn  ud  Biilih  ol  ttylr.  \n  luchittji  Dl  tbougbt  (0  trwu- 
pumt  tbU  ou  seed  unr  reed  e  enDteiirr  twl<:ii,  In  poirer  to  upenu  wd  grwip 
the  nlleut  poioU  ol  Ui  Hbjeot  iaid»r  u>f  uom  iyiumetrlc>l  tmngniBsnl,  la  etBii- 
lute  iiMp  o[  nhat  he  wltfaci  to  uy  .ui.J  Iv  ility  of  iaylai;  it  Id  ■  w> j  tMl  Matcelj 
kdmita  ol  ■  word  being  added  01  eubtnetod,  he  le  eimoet  wtthcnt  e  paei  umi^ 
tin  couIvmporerleL  —  EcUctic. 
The  complete  act,  etnnprlaina  History  of  (h«  People  ef 

Israel,  Cf/e  ofJeana,  The  Apostlet,  AntiehriMt,and  Th» 

Future  of  Stienee,  9  voU.,  Si»,  etoth,  $2g.SO, 


MY  SISTER  HENEIETTE. 

By  Krnrst  RE^~AN.  TraosUted  by  Abbt  Lanoiiok  Alokk. 
With  I  pboiogravure  illnstnttiona  by  Henri  Scbetfu  and 
Art  Rf.nan. 

ISmo.     CUth.    01.M. 

The  flory  wi<  written  yeare  tifo,  privately  prinl«l  hi  an  edlUon  United 
Io  100  <  r>pti-B,  Hnd  rirrulatrd  by  Reoan  Bmong  hii  Inlimate  frjcnda.  Hb*. 
R.-n9n  lulclv  conrlu<1ed.  however,  to  give  It  to  the  woHd.  The  pietnrea  will 
include  a  vieu  of  Kenan's  birthplace  ill  Brittany,  and  wveral  Syrian  flo- 
lEires.  Tlic  biHik  itself  Is  ■  glovring  tribute  (o  *  devoted  sister;  it  cootalna, 
alto,  some  of  Kenan's  most  frUcilons  essayi  in  dMcriptioa 
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The  Bible  for  Learners. 


Hy  Dr.  1  i.  OoRT,  Professor  of  Orienul  Languages  at  AmMerdiDi, 
and  Ur.  I.  IIouvkaas,  I'astor  at  Rotlcrdam,  wilh  the  asiislanct 
of  Dr.  A.  Kl'KSEN,  I'rotcssot  of  Theology  at  I>.'itleii  Tr^in*- 
lited  from  the  Dutch,  bj-  Kcv.  I'.  H.  Wilksteed,  of  UonJon. 
With  a  Cotnprehen>:ivc  Index,  made  specially  Cor  thi»  editioo, 
and  Maps.  3  vols,  i2mo.  Cloth. 
OLD   TESTAMENT.     Vol.  L     Patriarchs,  Moses,  Judges.— 

Vol.  II.  Kings,  and  Prophets  $4.00. 
NEW  TESTAMENT.  Vol.  III.  The  N<w  Testament.  |2j» 
■■  Tiiis  wwk  emanates  fn.in  the  Dutch  school  of  theolugian?^  Noohere 
n  l^urijic."  «aid  tlic  lantented  J.  J.  Taylei,  "has  thnloKical  MhcDce 
as<unicd  ;i  lio'iler  or  imin:  decisivv  tunc  than  in  Holbad,  Ihi.ugh  ilwari 
within  the  liiiiil--  iif  prtifiiund  reveteoce.  and  an  utvenleeblcd  attachniiBt  to 
Ifip  divine  i^-.,'nco  of  die  (jospel.  .  ,  .  We  know  of  no  wiick  dooe  here 
which  Kii'es  Mich  WKlence  ut  solid  MlioUrshi|i  joined  to  a  deep  and  itniog 
t.-ligiuu.,  a|.lrit." 

It  i^  the  Bihie  stnry,  told  in  a  standinf;  its  title,  it  is  a  vnrk  Iw 
ciiriilecli'rl  form,  with  a  liistoi-v  uf  al],  with  iir  without  Bible  leamiBf. 
the  bik  .ind  <if  die  IliMc  cmntties  The  sdioUr  will  value  it  for  it*  din- 
and  |>i^i|.li7i.  It  jiroperly  treali  of  ci^ene^s  and  labi«-«a%ing  rdcrrscB : 
ihi'  IlilileiK  the  bixik  of  tcli;^'>n> —    the  gCDi-ral  ftadcr  lui  the  interett 


k-v|<-  The  olijetl  of  Ibc  Witk  h^>  bi 


-n-.il.  Mith  Mjch  addiii.j..il 
iIk'  icKird  and  lead   :hr 

r'-.    intu^k'n  of  a   i-^y^- 

.  —  Okuagir  JtMntai. 


.So/.l  fv^rvichen  /-v  .1!!  nonkstUers.    Mailedt  potl-f-aid. 
Lirn.K.  BROUN,  ANn    COMi'ANV.  BOSTOS. 
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